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GRANT- COL FAX 



The following letter from M^}or-Geiienil Rawunb, Chief of Staff to General 
Grant, shows the auih&nUe and offidai character of the work : 

^ HSADqUABTBBfl AbMIBS OF THB UNITED StATBS, 

WABHorGTON, Angost 8th, 1865. 
Profl Henbt Copp£b : 

Sir,— -With the especial approyal of General Grant, I have the pleasure of 
sending yofl, herewith, such material as will be of service to you in the prep- 
aration of your Histoiy of" Grant and his Campaigns/' and shall be happy to 
give you, at any time, any aasistance in my power in secuiring accuracy and 
completeness in your work. 

I am, Bar, yeiy respectftilly. 

Your obedient servant, 

JNO. A. RAWLmS, 
Brevet HMJot-QtmiBnl and Chief of 8taC 
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PEEFACE. 



Thb foIloiTviiig Military Biography of Greneral Ulysses S. Grant 
is intended to offer but an outline of the great events in which he 
has borne the most distinguished part. As he held an independent 
command of troops in the field, front the beginning of the war — 
the movement upon Corinth only excepted — ^I have endeavored to 
present his plans, their execution, and the results, without entering 
into the minute details of the battle tactics ; giving only so much 
of these as is necessary to. enable the reader to undetstand the 
general's purposes and achievements. 

In writing the life of a subordinate commander, we shonld gain 
in detail, but lose in comprehension, — dwelling more upon what he 
did, than upon the relations sustained to other men and movements 
on the field ; but it is different here. Grant's life requires a glance 
at every part of the field of Pittsburg Landing ; the great outline 
of the Yicksburg campaign ; a summary of the splendid military 
successes at Chattanooga. After his appointment as commander-in- 
chief, all parts of the vast theatre of operations must be considered ; 
while, as he made his headquarters with the Army of the PotomaC; 
and personally directed it, more stress must be laid upon the move- 
ments of that army than upon others. 

I have said thus much by way of self-vindication, should any 
reader — especially some gallant soldier — ^fail to find as many battle 
pictures, and as much of the movements of the lesser organizations, 
as he had expected. I could not neglect the philosophy of Grant's 
nistory, and there was not space for both. 

In describing his earlier campaigns, I have had recourse to much 
fuller material than in the latter portions. The reports of many 
subordinate commanders, Union and Confederate, have beeh pub- 
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lished, and there are even critical commentaries npon these, which 
guard the historian against error. But in the latter parts, there is 
yet great dearth of detail. I have been obliged to depend, for the 
connected outline, upon the m&sterly — ^I may say, model — ^report of 
General Grant ; and for details to sucn materials as had been re* 
ceived, not even including extended reports of the corps-commanders. 

It is not improbable, therefore, that, for want of such corrective 
matter in the details, I may have made occasional mistakes, in 
spite of my best efforts to avoid doing so. 

When such errors are pointed out, they shall be corrected. 

I must express my hearty thanks to General Grant for his kind- 
ness in sanctioning my attempt to portray his military career, and 
to Major-General Rawlins for his invaluable assistance in furnish- 
ing materials without which the work could not have been written. 
Most of this material could not have been otherwise obtained. For 
its use, and the form in which it is presented, I alone am re- 
sponsible. 

To my friend, Captain Thomas Mitchell, of Philadelphia, late a 
staff-officer in the Army of the Potomac, I am indebted for valuable 
assistance in collecting notes, and in transcribing some of the 
earlier portions of the work. 

I shall be amply paid for my labors, which have been arduous, 
if my simple narrative shall prove to the world the truth of the 
opinion, already very widely entertained, that Grant is the first 
soldier of the age, and the most distinguished American of the 
Regenerated Republic. xr ri 

DSOSMBEB 1, 1865. 



PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITIOIT. 

The publisherB having annonnoed to the aathor their intention to issue 
a new edition, he has felt it a duty to them, as well as to himself and to the 
publio, to correot all errors which have been pointed out to him, or which 
he has been able to discover. He has also availed himself of published 
material which has appeared since the work was written, especiallj in cor- 
recting and amending the latter portions. 

H. 0. 

Jum, 1868. 
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Fbom profound peace to ciyil war I In an instant, with no 
premonitions that we could regard, — so often had the threat 
been made, and the promise not made good, — ^the poetical toc- 
sin sounded historically for America in the first gun, fired with 
great joy and gratitude by the venerable Edmund Ruffin,* of 
Yirginia, against the devoted band of seventy patriot soldiers, 
whom, by a providential policy, and in spite of an effete ad- 
ministration, Major Robert Anderson had placed in Fort 
Sumter. This was a strong work of the United States, built 
with government money on government property, in Charles- 
ton harbor, for the occupation of which South Carolina, even 
after her unlawful secession, had not even the shadow of a 
State-rights' claim. Foul as was the deed, it was needed to 
awake the nation to its self-respect and self-preservation. The 



* "The fint Bhot at Fort Sumter, from Stevens' Battery, was fired by the 
Tenerable Edmund RufSn, of Virginia."— JVeto T<n'k Brntld, April 18, 1861. 
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loyal masses rose at the sotmcL Men of aU social grades, all 
occupations, almost all shades of politics, felt that the crisis, 
long prophesied, but never fully expected, had indeed come ; 
and that the nation most now and at once awake, arise, or be 
forever fallen. Supine before, only anxious to avert the horrid 
scourge of a desolating civil war, many true patriots would 
have been held back by sentiments of humanity from proceed- 
ing to extremities with the rebellious States ; and had not the 
Sumter cowardice been perpetrated, we might still have been 
ruled by a Southern oligarchy, representing neither the best 
men nor the masses of the South, and we would have been 
subjected to the vaporings and hectorings with which South 
Carolina regaled the country for so man; years, until the sub- 
version of our Government, undertaken in some other more 
prudent and politic manner, should have occurred. 

The gage of battle thus thrown down was the best thing for 
the United States Govemnient. It placed the receding States, 
by their own action, out of the pale of the constitution. They 
had said : " We ask no rights from you ; we declare the Union 
dissolved ; the constitution, for us, annulled f we wiU maintain 
our own rights." It put us, too, in our true position, as men 
contending no longer for a dogma or a whim, but for the sal- 
vation of the country. Every true patriot, even though he 
had been a pro-slavery democrat, found now no longer South- 
em friends to aid in what they considered the maintenance 
of their legal rights ; but Southern traitors and armed rebels 
to conquer, and either bring back to their allegiance, or de- 
stroy, root and branch, with all the causes and all the institu- 
tions whence the treason and the rebellion had sprung. Their 
armies were to be beaten, their territory retaken, their prop- 
erty confiscated, and finally, if necessary, their slaves eman- 
cipated. This was, from the first, the true and simple logic of 
the war ; and to this, as the alternative of victory, the rebels 
set their seal and subscription when the venerable Edmund 
Buffin fired the first gun at Fort Sumter. Of course they ex- 
pected to succeed ; but failing of this, they had a right to ex- 
pect nothing less than what has happened. 
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The reverbei*ation of Buffin'a cannon went rblling over the 
land. It leaped the Blue Eidge, screamed through its wild 
passes, traversed the valleys of tributary streams, and poured 
in unabated<thunder-tones upon the banks of the Mississippi. 
Everywhere it roused the patriots to action. The country 
sprang to its feet. The whole nation, but yesterday a people 
of compromisers and deprecators of civil war, now flew to 
arms. Volunteering was the order of the day ; the enthusiasm 
was unbounded. Old men, with spectacles, and in unsightly 
jackets, nearly killed themselves at nightly home-guard drills 
in academies of music, concert-rooms, and town-haQs ; small 
boys formed light-infantry companies ; women made haver- 
sacks and havelocks — the latter of no earthly use except to 
awaken, or rather keep alive, a spirit of patriotic labor ; and 
nen, in the bloom of youth and prime of manhood, flocked to 
the rendezvous to take the field. 

It is true we did not know how to fight : we had no generals 
to lead us, except some old relics of our former wars. That 
fine old veteran, General Scott, had passed his seventieth 
year, and, from the effects of old wounds, was in no condition 
to take the field. Our army was but " the skeleton of the Fort^- 
eighth," an army only in name ; our volunteers were willing, 
but entirely ignorant ; our regulars had not been drilled at 
brigade manoeuvres, and the officers knew little about them. 
In most cases, before the war, there were not sufficient troops 
at the garrison posts to drill at battalion manoeuvres. No one 
knew how extensive the theatre of war was to be : on what a 
scale the rebels had been preparing to carry it on : what we 
shoold need in the way of an army, of suppUes and munitions 
of war. We were certain of one thing ; and that was, that we 
were deficient in every thing. Even the strategic features of 
the country — ^unlike those of Europe, where every Uttle rivulet 
and mountain-spur has been fought over, and has its military 
place in history-had never been studied. Perhaps it was in- 
cident to this state of things that statesmen spoke oracularly 
ol "no war," or "one effective blow," or "sixty days," for 
which to dii900unt the struggle. But in spite of. their predict 



16 GRANT AND HIS CAMPAIGNS. 

tions the storm grew apace, and, in the midst of obscurity, we 
blundered on in ignorant and absurd experiments. Speak but 
of a man who could aid us, suggest a hero, and the people 
turned to. him with the blind worship of helpless fear. Not 
what he had done, but what he was going to do, made him il- 
lustrious : he was already a new incarnation of the god of war ; 
a second Napoleon come to battle. It is both needless and 
useless now to demonstrate how unjust this was to those thus 
bepraised, and what sore humiliation it was to bring upon the 
worshippers. But there was no calm judgment then ; the 
danger was imminent, the need urgent, the fear great At 
last the lightning fell, and BuU Bun was followed by a horror 
of great darkness over the land, — ^the darkest hour before the 
dawn. 

The truth is, there was no man at that time in America who 
could grasp the colossal problem ; no man on either side. We 
were babes in military practice ; our armies and our generals 
needed education from the very elementary principles, and 
especially that education of disasters which Marmont declares 
to be the very best of all. The Grant of Belmont could not 
have fought the battle of Pittsburg Landing ; and it nee4ed 
the practice of Yicksburg and Chattanooga to fit him for the 
terrible struggles of the campaign from the Bapidan. 

Months and years passed, and we became gradually enlight^ 
ened ; our troops became veterans, and our leaders, when the 
lists were carefully sifted, became generalsr None are now 
invested with honors who have not fully earned them ; and 
we stand to-day at the open portals of that glorious peace 
which our defenders have achieved, ready to accord to them 
intelligent praise in proportion to their real merits. And thus 
we reach the life and history of General Grant, one of the 
many who rushed to the field when Buffin's cannon sounded 
the alarm — ^a graduate of West Point, educated; indeed, as a 
subordinate officer, but not as a general ^ to be educated as a 
general in and by the war. His career, beginning with the 
Sumter gun, is in itself an epitome of the war, and marks its 
grandest epoch, when armed rebellion threw down its weapons, 
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and the coimiry, more by his power than by fhat of any other 
individual man, stood new-bom, with a giant's strength, and, 
in the often quoted words of Cnrran, never elsewhere so 
applicable, '' redeemed, regenerated, and disenthralled, by 
the irresistible genius of universal emancipation.'' 
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Grant's early history needs but little comment. It bears 
no important relation to his after career, although it is 
in no way disconsonant to it. Bom of respectable parents 
to the honorable sturdy Kfe of the West, he needs no exhibi- 
tion of long descent to inaugurate his history. If Napoleon 
could rebuke the genealogist who was creating for him a ped- 
igree, with the words, " Friend, my patent dates from Monte 
Notte," Grant may claim his American nobility from Fort 
Donelson. 

On the one hand, all efforts to establish an aristocratic de- 
scent and a remarkable childhood for such a man are dis- 
honest 'and absurd ; and, on the other hand, aU attempts to 
make his antecedents very humble and his childhood very 
hard, in order to exalt his after-life, are disgusting. The one 
is absurdly European, and the other belongs to the "new 
American school of biography," the tendency of which is to 
make boys despise their fathers, that they may the more thor- 
oughly respect themselves.* 

We may, however, place on record what is truthfully known 
of his family and childhood, being sure that there is noth- 



n 



* See an exoeUent article, by OaU ffaimlton, in " Skirmifihes and Sketches, 
in which, with the vindictivenefiB of Heiod, ahe daughters the " Bobbin Boys," 
" Perry Boys," " Errand Boys," " Tai^ner Boys," etc, etc Let us hope sho 
has UUed aU the " innoooits." 
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ing in Grant's past npon wHch he does not look Tdth honest 
pride. 

It is not without interest, moreover, in snch a biography to 
know that he comes of a good fighting stock. His great- 
grandfather was a captain, and his grandfather a soldier in 
oar earlier wars. The former was killed at the battle of White 
Plains in 1766, and the latter did good service in the Bevo- 
Intion. Jesse B. Qrant, his father, was bom in Westmoreland 
Co., Penn., in 1794. In 1805, his father died, and Jesse, then 
an orphan of eleven years, was apprenticed to a tazmer. We 
need not trace the wanderings of Jesse Grctnt, with his mother 
and family, from Pennsylvania to Maysville, in Kentucky, 
thenTw Bayenna, thence to Ohio. The country was in a dis- 
ordered state by reason of British intrigue with Indian bar- 
barity ; in many parts the climate was unhealthy, and so we 
find him, after many changes to better his lot, residing at 
Point Pleasant, Clermont County, Ohio. 

Grant's mother was Hannah Simpson, the daughter of John 
Simpson. She was bom in Montgomery County, Pennsyl- 
vania ; but removed with her father and famil;^ to Clermont 
County, Ohio, in 1818, where, in Jiine, 1821, she married Jesse 
B. Grant, ^en months after, on the twenty-seventh of April, 
1822, their first child, known to the world as Ulysses Simpson 
Graitt,* was bom in a small one-story cottage, still standing 
on the banks of the Ohio, commanding a view of the river and 
of the Kentucky shore. 

' From what we know of Grant's parents— the probity, energy, 
and hard labor of his father ; the consistent Christian charac- 
ter, kind heart, and devotion to her family displayed by his 
excellent mother — ^we have another beautiful illustration of the 
moral heritage of children, and another proof that God shows 
mercy and gives great reward to them that love Him, to many 
generations. 

* His &ther tells us that his name was Siram Ulysses, but that his cadet 
warrant was made out for Ulysses Sidney; that he accepted the name while 
at West Point, only changing it to Ulysses Simpson, in honor of his mother, 
when he graduated. 
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Many Btcaies are told, of courBe) ezhibiiing the stordj 
character of joimg Grant, and his resources nnder difficulties, 
but none betokening, in a remarkable degree, the character 
of his future career. It is said that, upon proper occasion, he 
could be pugnacious ; that he was not outwitted in a bargain ; 
and that he contrived means of oyercoming difficulties which 
would have checked other boys. In the same way, the 
biographers of Napoleon haye found the types of his after-life 
in his lording it over his elder brother Joseph, and in his 
bravery in attacking snow forts. 

Grant was sturdy, strong, and cool, as many other boys are , 
but up to the tune of his first entering into service, no events 
or actions of his life were the heralds of his present greatness. 
The qualities undoubtedly were there, but latent ; and of what 
has evoked them in most men, ambition, he seems to have 
none. 

The education of the boy was quite limited, like that of most 
Western boys in moderate circumstances. There was hard 
work to do, in which the son must help the father, and so it was 
only in the midwinter months that he could attend the village 
schooL What he learned, however, he learned well ; and he 
acquired with the elements of knowledge,* not tely a basis, 
but, what is of far more importance, an ardent desire for a full 
education. 

By the time Grant was seventeen. West Point had acquired 
great fame throughout the country ; it was known by its fruits ; 
its Meves were gentlemen of high education and noble bearing. 
In civic life they were eagerly sought after to take the lead in 
railway engineering and induateial pursuits. They were the 
chief men in all militia organizations ; indeed, the military 
knowledge of the country was almost as much confined to them 
as the esoteric meaning of the Egyptian mysteries had formerly 
been to the priests. It was also known that there a boy, with- 
out the necessary means, could obtain the best education 
which the country could afford, not gratuitously, but more 
than that — ^he would be paid for learning, trained and main- 
tained as a gentleman, and would receive at the last a highj 
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fielf-sasiamiDg positioii — a commisBiofn in ihe army. To eadi 
a youth as Ghrani) it offered a splendid chance ; and so appli* 
cation was'' made to the Honorable Thomas L. Hamer, of 
Orant's congressional district^ who gave him the appoint- 
ment. Thns, with a good basis of hard, self-reliant^ and eager 
boyhood, he was admitted to the preliminary examination, 
and entered the Mihtary Academy on the first of July, 1839.* 
Snch are the details, which wonld have had no importance 
whatever had it not been for snbsequent events. 

Even a step farther we may follow him without^any tempta- 
tion to worship the incipient hero. His scholarship at West 
Point was respectable, and no more. He went through the 
entire course, like his classmates, no cadet being allowed any 
option.t From September to June, the cadets are in barracks, 
studying, riding, and fencing in the riding-hall, and, in fine 
weather, drilling in the afternoons at infantry : from June to 
September, they encamp upcm the plain, and their time is 
entirely employed in drills of every kind, guard duty, pyro- 
techny, and practical engineering. 

In his cadet studies, Grant had somethmg to contend with, 
in the fact of his own lack of early prep$iration, and the 
superior preparation of most of his competitors, who had been 
over a part of the course before they entered. Among these 
were William B. Franklin, who stood at the head of the class ; 
Boswell S. Bipley, not famous for his '' History of the Mexi- 
can War" (written in the interest of General Pillow, and to 
injure General Scott), but quite infamous for firing with great 
rapidity upon the burning Sumter, which the devoted garrison 
were trjring to ^tinguish ; Bufus Ingalls, the excellent quarter- 
master-general of the Army of the Potomac ; Joseph J. Bey- 
nolds, late commander in Arkansas ; Christopher C. Augur, 
long in command at Washington ; the rebel General Franklin 
Gardner, who surrendered Port Hudson to Banks when Grant 

* The pr^mlnaiy examination is extremely simple — readings spelling, 
writing, and arithmetic throogh decimal fractions. 

f In oar day, it was only the flr$t section of each dass who learned somiv 
thing more than was required of the rest. * 
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had taken Yicksburg ; and others, to whom we design no dis- 
credit bj not mentioning them. Thirty-nine of the one hun- 
dred and more who had been appointed, in 1839, graduated 
in 1843. Grant stood in the middle of the dass, twenty-first 
on the lisL 

The honor of being his comrade for two years at the Acad- 
emy enables me to speak more intelligently, perhaps, than 
those of '^ the new school,'' who have inyented the most ab- 
snrb stories to iUustrate his cadet-life. I remember him as a 
. plain, common-sense, straight-forward youth; quiet, calm, 
thoughtful, and nnaggressiye ; shunning notorieiy ; quite con- 
tented, while others were grumbling ; taking to his military 
duties in a yery business-like manner ; not a prominent man 
in the corps, but respected by all, and yery popular with his 
friends. His sobriquet of Unde Sam was giyen to him there, 
where eyery good-feUow has a nickname, from these yery 
qualities ; indeed, he was a yery uncle-like sort of a youth. 
He was then and always an excellent horsemim, and his 
picture rises before me as I write, in the old torn coat,* obso- 
lescent leather gig-top, loose riding pantaloons, with spurs 
buckled oyer them, going with his clanking sabre to the drill- 
hall. He exhibited but little enthusiasm in any thing : his 
best standing was in the mathematical branches, and their 
application to tactics and military engineering. 

If we again dwell upon the fact that no one, eyen of his 
most intimate friends, dreamed of a great future for him, it is 
to add that, looking back now, we must confess that the 
possession of many exceHent quaUties, and the entire absence 
of all low and mean ones, establish a logical sequence from 
first to last, and illustrate, in a noyel manner, the poet's fancy 
about — 

" The Imbj fignres of the ^nt mass 
Of things to come at large/' 



* Biding-jackets, if we remember rightly, had. not then been iflBued, and 
the cadetB always wore their seedleet rig into the sweat and dust of the riding 
drill. 
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the germs of those qualities which are fotind in be&titifal «$oin- 
binatioxi in Wordsworth's " Happy Warrior :" 

" The generouB spirit who, when bzonght 
Among the tasks of real life, hath wrought 
Upon the plan that pleased his inflEbnt thought. 

And at this point of view, aQ we find the Western boy, after 
the compacting, instructing, developing processes of West 
Point, coming forth a man, ready for the stem realities of 
American life, we may pause to point him out to our American 
youth as an example henceforth to be followed ; then, as now, 
a character which, in the words of a friend, "betrayed no 
trust, falsified no word, violated no rights, manifested no 
tyranny, sought no personal aggrandizement, complained of 
no hardship, displayed no jealousy, oppressed no subordinate ; 
but, in whatever sphere, protected every interest, upheld his 
flW, and was ever kno.; by his humanity, sagacityfcourage, 
and honor." What more can be claimed for any young man? 
What for the greatest of captains ? 

He left West Point as brevet second-lieutenant in the Fourth 
Infantry ; and with his army life we begin another chapter in 
his history. 
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On the 1st of July, 1843, Grant began liis army service as 
brevet second-lieutenant in the Fourth Infantry. The expla- 
nation of this is, that there being no vacancy in the infantry 
arm, all graduated cadets are thus attached, in the order of 
merit, to regiments, as supernumerary officers, each to await 
a vacancy in hid turn. The regiment was then at Jefferson 
Barracks, near St. Louis, Missouri; but, in the summer of 
18M, it was removed to Natchitoches, Louisiana, and as the 
Mexican plot thickened, in 1845, it was sent to Corpus Ghristi, 
to watch the Mexican army then concentrating upon the 
frontier. Grant was made a full second-Ueutenant in the 
Seventh Begiment, on the 30th of September, 1845. But he 
had formed an attachment for the Fourth, and applied to re- 
main in it : this was granted by the War Department. He 
was fortunate enough to be at Palo Alto and Besaca, May 6 
and- 7, 1846 — the trial fights of the American army against a 
ciYilized enemy, after thirty years of peace ; and he participated 
in the bloody battle of Monterey, September 23, 1846. His 
regiment was soon after called away from General Taylor's 
command, to join General Scott in his splendid campaign from 
Vera Cruz to Mexico, two hundred and seventy-two miles in 
the heart of the enemy's country. He was at the siege and 
capture of Vera Cruz, March 29, 1847 ; and on April 1, pre- 
paratory to the advance, he was appointed regimental quarter- 
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master, a post Trhich he held dnriiLg the remainder of the war. 
It is a position requiring system and patience, and drawing a 
small addition^ pay ; it is nsoallj conferred upon some solid, 
energetic, painstaking officer, not necessarily one remarkable 
for dash and yalor. Being in charge of the regimental 
equipage and trains, the quartermaster may, without impro- 
priety, remain with these during actual battle, as we have 
known many to do. It is therefore recorded, as greatly to 
the praise of Grant, that he always joined his regiment in 
battle, and shared their fighting. At Molino del Bey, Septem- 
bor 8, 1817, he was distinguished, and was brevetted first- 
Ueutenant for his services. This brevet, however, owing to the 
fact of his becoming a full first-lieutenant by the casualties of 
that battle, he declined. At Chapultepec, September 13, 
1847, Grant joined, with a few of his men, some detachments 
of the Second Artillery, under Captain Horace Brooks, in an 
attack on the enemy's breastworks, served a mountain howit- 
zer and hastened the enemy's retreat, and " acquitted himself 
most nobly under the observation" of his regimental, brigade, 
and division commanders.^ 

For this action Grant received the brevet of captain for 
'^ gallant and meritorious conduct," awarded in 1849, but not 
confirmed until 1850. 

His first-lieutenancy dated from September 16, 1847. It 
must not be supposed that these services during the Mexican 
war are now dressed up to assimilate with his after-career. 
He was really distinguished in that war above most of those 
of his own rank.t 

* See General Worth's, Lieutenant-Colonel Garland's, aind Migor Francis 
Lee^i reiMirtfl of that battle. 

f Daring our readence at the capital I heard a " horse-storT*' about Grant, 
which has not aj^^eared in the books, but whi^h is, at least, true. He was an 
admirable horsemi^, and had a very spirited horse. A Mexican gentleman, 
with whom he was upon friendly terms, asked the loan of his horse. G^rant 
said afterwards, " I was afraid he could not ride him, and yet I knew if I said 
a word to that effect, the suspicious Spanish ^nature would think I did not wish 
to lend him." The result was, that the Mexican mounted him, was thrown 
before he had gone two blocks, and killed on the spot 

2 
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Upon the close of the war by the treaty promnlgated in 
April, 1848, the Fourth. Infantry was sent first to New York^ 
and then to the Northern frontier, and for so^e time Grant 
served in the command of his company, first at Detroit, and 
then at ISackett's Harbor. 

In August, 1848, he married Miss Dent, sister of his class* 
mate, Frederick J. Dent, who resided in St. Louis. 

Incident to the acquisition of California and the wonderfuf 
discoveries of gold, troops were more necessary on our West- 
em coast than elsewhere, to protect the emigrants and the new 
Pacific settlements from the depredations of the Indians. The 
Fourth Infantry was therefore ordered to Oregon, in the 
autumn of 1851, and one battalion, with which brevet Captain 
Grant was serving, was ordered to Fort Dallas, where he saw 
some service against the Indians. 

After a two years* absence from his family, and with but 
little prospect of promotion in those " dull and piping times 
of peace," Grant having been promoted to a fuU captaincy in 
August, 1853, resigned his commission in July 31, 1854, and 
set forth to commence life anew as a citizen. That he tried 
many shifts does not betoken a fickle or volatile nature, but 
simply the invention which is bom of necessity. As a smaU 
farmer, near St. Louis, and a dealer in wood, he made a pre- 
carious living : as a money collector he did no more, having 
neither the nature to bully nor the meanness to wheedle the 
debtors. He could not 

" Crook the pregnant hinges of the knee. 
That thrift may follow fawning." 

He is said also to have played the ^ auctioneer ; but in thid 
branch, unless he made longer speeches than he has since 
done, he could achieve no success. 

In 1860 he entered into partnership with his father, who 
had been prosperous in the tanning business, in a new leather 
and saddlery store in Galena, Illinois. Here, in a place which 
had a growing trade with Wisconsin, lows, and Minnesota, 
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the indtistry, good sense, and honesty of Grant did at length 
aichieve a certain and honorable success, and, had the rebellion 
not broken out, he would have had a local reputation in the 
firm of Jesse £. Grant, as an Admirable judge of leather, per-> 
haps mayor of Galena, with a thoroughly well-mended sidewalk^ 
visited always with pleasure by his old army friends travelling 
westward, but never heard of by the public. His greatest 
success had been achieved in the army ; his Mexican expe- 
rience gave ghmpses of a future in that line ; he needed only 
opportunity, and he was to have it abundantly. Here, then, 
we mark a new epoch in his life — a sudden plunge, unex- 
pected and unheralded — 

"The torrent's smoothness ere it dash below." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

BELMOKT. 
BnrscT of the news on Geant.— a Democeat before the wae.~An unquaz^ 

iriBD WAB'MAN NOW. — RAISES A COMPANY. — DOBS GOOD 8ERYICE AS MUSTER- 

iNO oFFicEB.— Colonel of the Twenty-first Illinois. — Marches.— Actino 

BRIGADIER AT CAIRO. ^THB VALUE OF CAIRO. ~ THE REBEL 8TR AT BGY. — EXPE- 
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It may be easily conceived how the treachery of Southern 
leaders, the secession of South Carolina, and the bombard- 
ment of Fort Sumter affected Grant, • A decided Democrat 
before the war, he had, in his limited sphere, been in favor of 
concediug.to the South all its rights, perhaps more ; but when 
the struggle actually began, his patriotism and military ardor 
were aroused together. As a patriot, he was determined to 
support his Government and uphold his flag ; and as a, soldier, 
he saw opening before him a career of distinction for which 
ho had been educated, and in which he liad already, in some 
degree distinguished himself. In April he helped to raise a 
company in his own neigliborhood, and, in May, repaired to 
Springfield, and tendered his services to Governor Yates, to 
whom he had been recommended by a member of Congress 
from his State. It was not long before the governor made 
use of Grant's experience in organizing the State troops. 
He was appointed a mustering-officer of the State, and pro- 
ceeded to the difficult task of mustering the three-months' 
men, which, amidst much confusion,, he accompKshed by his 
indefatigable energy. While on a brief visit to his father, at 
Covington, Kentucky, Grant received a commission from the 
governor as colonel of the Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers, 
three-months' men. They subsequently enlisted, owing to 
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iheir confidence in him, one thousand stiong, for three years' 
service. Grant's first concern was to drill and discipline his 
regiment, which soon became marked for its excellent order. 
He took command of the regiment at Springfield, Illinois, and 
saperintended their drill; and, not long after, he marched 
them, in default of raiboad transportation, one hundred and 
twenty miles, to Quincy, on the Mississippi, which was sup- 
posed to be in danger. Thence he' moved, under orders, to 
defend the line of the Hannibal and Hudson BaUroad, from 
Hannibal and Quincy, on the Mississippi, to St. Joseph ; and 
liere coming into contact with other regiments, his military 
knowledge and experience pointed to him, although the 
youngest colonel, as the commander of the combined forces. 
As acting brigadier-general of this force, his headquarters, on 
the 31st of July, 1861, were at Mexico, Missouri. We need 
not detail the marches of Grant's regiments in the " District 
of Northern Missouri" — as General Pope's command was 
called — ^to Pilot Knob, and Ironton, and Jefferson City, to de- 

• 

fend the river against the projected attacks of Jeff. Thomp- 
son. In August he received his commission as brigadier- 
general of volunteers, to date from May 17. He was seven- 
teenth in a list of thirty-four original appointments of that 
date. He was ordered to proceed to Cairo, and there, with 
two brigades, he took command of the important strategic 
territory entitled "The District of Southeast Missouri," in- 
cluding both banks of the Mississippi Biver, from Cape Girar-^ 
deau to New Madiid, and on the Ohio it included the whole 
of ^Western Kentucky. A glance at the map disclosed the 
strategic importance of Cairo, as a base of operations for a 
southern advance, and of vital importance in the line of de- 
fence for the extensive and rich country lying between the 
Ohio and the Mississippi. It is especially valuable for river 
expeditions, the transportation of supplies, and the equipment 
of a gunboat fleet. The parallel flow of the Tennessee and 
Cumberland northward into the Ohio also includes a most 
important portion of West Kentucky, which Grant saw at a 
glance was to.become the scene of immediate hostilities. 
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Grant was now in his element ; he not only accomplished 
with alacrity what he was ordered to do, but he made work 
for his troops. He at once displayed that energy which he 
has never abated for an instant daring the war. 

The attempted and absurd neutrality of Kentucky was one- 
sided ; it was to keep Union troops away and let rebels 
attack.* The latter were not slow in availing themselves of 
this privilege. Seizing/ first HicKman, and then Columbus 
and Bowling Green, and fortifying the Tennessee at Fort 
Henry, and the Cumberland at Fort Donelson, they estab- 
lished a first strong line from the Mississippi to Virginia in 
the "neutral" State of Kentucky.t Grant followed their 
lead, and, on the 6th of September, with a strong force, oc- 
cupied Paducah, where the Tennessee empties into the Ohio, 
much to the chagrin of the secessionists there, who wei^e 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of a large rebel force. In the 
same manner he occupied Smithland, near the mouth of the 
Cumberland, and thus made two vital moves in the game 
in which he was to cry checkmate at Fort Donelson. These 
points were also valuable to the rebels as gateways of sup- 
plies. From the places now occupied. Grant at once busied 
himself in making Aumerous reconnoissances in every direc- 
,tion, imtil at length he was ready to try his " 'prentice hand" 
upon the rebels. When all was ready, he moved down the 
river to Belmont, opposite Columbus, and there tl|e first 
battle took place. The origin of that movement may be 
thus briefly stated. 

General Fremont, under date November 1, 1861, directed 
Grant to make demonstrations " along both sides of the river 

* And jet tbis neatiallty was xeproaclied by the rebels. See Pollard's " First 
Year of the War," p. 183. 

f On the 5th of September, Grant informed Fremont by telegram that the 
rebels had invaded the State, and that he was ** nearly ready for Paducah, 
should not a telegram arrive preventing the movement." Receiving no word 
from Fremont, be left Cairo on the night of the 5th, and occupied Paducah oii 
the morning of the 6th. On the same day be published a dear, patriotic, and 
humane proclamation to the citizens. 
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Uywm^B Oharleerfon, Norfolk, and BlandTille." On the 2d, he 
was thus iixformed by Fremonf : " Jeff. Thompson is at In- 
dian s Ford of xhe St. Pransois Kiver, twenty-five miles below 
GreenViUe, with about three thousand men. Colonel Carlin 
has started with a force from Pilot Knob. Send a force from 
Cape Girardeau and Bird's Point to assist Carlin in driving 
Thompson into Arkansas." Incident to these instructions, 
Orant sent Oglesby, on the 3d, with the Eighth Illinois, four 
companies of the Eleventh Illinois, the whole of the Eighteenth 
and Iweniy-ninth, and three companies of cavalry, to go to 
Commerce, Missouri, thence to Sikeston, and pursue Jeff. 
Thompson (in conjunction with a force from Ironton). On 
the 5th he was informed that Polk was re-enforcing Price's 
army from Columbus. In this complication of circimistances 
he determined to threaten Columbus and attack Belmont. 
Oglesby was deflected to New Madrid, and Colonel W. H. L. 
Wallace sent to re-enforce him. The object of the attack then 
was to cut off the lehd line in Kentucky from Price's forces 
in Missouri, and also u> Keep Polk from interfering with the 
detachments Grant had sent oat in pursuit of Jeff. Thompson. 
Grant directed General C. P. Smitn to make a demonstration 
upon Columbus from Paducah, and ihen himself sent down a 
smcJl force on the Kentucky side to EUicott's Mills, about 
twelve miles from Columbus. Having taken these precau- 
tions to deceive the enpmy, he embarked his expeditionary 
force at Cairo on the 6th of November — ^thxoe thousand one 
hundred and fourteen men,* chiefly Illinois /volunteers, with 
the Seventh Iowa, upon four boats, convoyed bj xhe gunboats 
Lexington, Captain Stembel, and Tyler, Captaiu 'Walker, the 
gunboats in advance. Moving with due caution, th^j reached 
Island No. 1, eleven mUes above Columbus, that night, and 
lay against Ihe Kentucky shore. It was then he he.a.rd that 
Polk was crossing troops to Belmont to cut off Oglesb/. The 



♦ McClemand'a brigade (Twenty-seventh, Thirtieth, Thirty-first Illii ois) with 
caralry. Dougherty's brigade (Twenty-second Illinois, Seventh Iowa).' Grant^s 
lUtised Ji€p(ni, Jum 2C, 1865. 
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next morning he moved to Hunter's Point, three miles^abore 
Belmont, on the Missouri shore, where his troops were landed 
and formed into column of attack. 

The rebel forces at Columbus were commanded by Major- 
General Leonidas Polk, a bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Ohurch, the purity of whose lawn is forever stained with blood 
diawn by carnal weapons ; a weak but brave man, but one 
whose West Point education was at least worth sometiiing to the 
rebel cause. Polk had posted a small force on the right bank, 
to keep open his communications ; and, as soon sSb he had wind 
of Grant's movement, and Smith's demonstration to Maysfield, . 
he expected an attack on Columbus, or at least in Kentucky. 
Indeed, imtil the close of the engagement, he apprehended an 
attack in his rear. 

Grant's movement took him somewhat by surprise. From 
the point of debarkation, one battalion having been left as a 
reserve near the transports, the troops were marched by flank 
towards Belmont, and drawn up in line of battle two miles 
from Belmont. Skirmishers were then thrown forward, who 
soon encountered Colonel Tappan's rebel force, consisting of * 
three regiments, re-enforced by Pillow with three more, and 
the general engagement took place. Deploying his entire 
force as skirmishers. Grant drove the enen^y back, fighting 
from tree to tree, for about two miles, until he reached the 
intrenched camp protected by slashed timber as an abatis. 
In rear of this, opposing our left, were the Thirteenth Arkansas 
and the Ninth Tennessee ; and on the right was Beltzhoover's 
battery of seven guns and Colonel Wright's regiment. This did 
not check our impetuous advance. Charging over the obstacle 
with great ardor, our men drove the enemy to the river-bank, 
and many of them into their transports, and we were in posses- 
sion of every thing.* But as Belmont is on low ground, en- 

* The rebel excuse is, that thej were oat of ammunition ; good, but not new. 
Pollard says : " In this movement Pillow's line was more or leas broken, and 
his corps mingled together, so that when they reached the river-bank they 
had the appearance of a mass of men, rather than an organized corp8."~i?Vr^ 
Tsar, p. 201. 
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tirelj commande^i by the guns from Ck>luinbTis, it was manifest 
that the groimd thus gained coiild not be held, and therefore 
Grant fired the encampment, burning tents, blankets, and 
stores, and began his return movement with captured artillery, 
prisoners, and horses. But the end of our success on the field 
had been attained. Major-General Polk, who was now quite 
aliye to the situation, directed his heaviest guns from Colum- 
bus upon our troops. He had already sent over three* regi- 
ments in one body, under General Pillow ; these were sup- 
ported by three others, under General Cheatham, which 
landed some distance above, between our soldiers and the 
boats. Further to crush Grant's small force, the bishop, al- 
though sadly afraid of an attack on his rear at Columbus, took 
over two additional regiments in person to aid Pillow's panic- 
stricken force. But by this time Grant was in retreat to his 
boats, and only faced to the right and rear to pxmish Cheat- 
ham's flankers, and a portion of Pillow's under Colonel Marks, 
who had marched up the river -bank, and endeavored to prevent 
his return to the boats. In that retreat we suffered very 
severely, ova troops being hard pressed by overpowering 
numbers. One battalion had been posted in the morning to 
guard the transports. In the hurried retreat. Grant went 
back with one officer to withdraw it, and was almost cap- 
tured. At the last moment he rode his horse upon a plank 
placed from the boat to the shore. At five in the afternoon 
Grant's force had re-epibarked, and were on their way to 
Oairo, while the rebels were checked by the fire of our gun- 
boats. We had left two caissons, but had brought off two . 
of the enemy's guns. We had eighty-five killed, three hun- 
dred and one (many slightly) wounded, and about ninety-nine 
missing. The Confederate loss was six hundred and forty- 
two,t Both parties claimed a victory, but on the recovery 
of the field and the pursuit of our retiring columns the rebels 
base their claims to a success, which we need not dispute* 



• Pollard B&jsfour regimeuta, but we give the rebels the benefit of clergy, 
as the bishop says three, 
t Pollard, " First Tear of the War.*' 

a* 
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AlthoQgliy in comparison with sabsequent engagements, Bel- 
mont seems a small aSair, it has an importance peculiarly 

its own. 

I. It was a coup desaai of onr new general While others 
of his rank were playing quite subordinate parts in large 
armies, Grant was making an independent expedition in com- 
mand, outwitting the enemy, burning his camp, retreating 
successfully when oyerpowered, and effecting his purpose in a 
most soldierly manner. 

n. Again, it was a trial of our new troops in the West, 
and they acquitted themselves so as to elicit the hearty praise 
of their commander and the country. They fought well in 
the attack, from colonels to privates,^ in the retreat, and in 
cutting their way through Cheatham's force, and were never 
for a moment discouraged. 

m. The objects of the expedition, — ^to prevent the enemy 
from sending a force to Missouri to cut off our detachments 
which were pressing Thompson, and to prevent his re-enforcing 
Price, — ^were fully accomphshed. Grant had given him a blow 
which kept him concentrated, lest another might sooii follow. 

IV. It demonstrated the weakness of the enemy. It led to 
the victories of Forts Heiiry and Donelson, and the piercing of 
the rebels' line, which threw it back almost upon the Gulf. 

Of the personal prowess of -General Grant, as evinced in 
this battle, it is now needless to speak ; it Was of the highest 
order. He, as well as General McClemand, had a horse shot 
under him, and amid the crashing projectiles of heavy guns 
from Columbus and Belmont, and the fatal storm of musketry, 
"the gallant conduct of his troops was stimidated by his 
presence and inspired by his example."! 

* In a letter to bis &t1ier (November 8th) Qrant says, " I can aaj wltb gratis 
fication, that everj colonel, without a single exception, set an example to their 
commands/' etc. 

f General McClemand*8 " Official Report." McClemand had three horses 
shot under him. 

Note.— June 26, 1865, General Grant submitted to the Secretary of War a 
fresh report, to take the place of the old one. 
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The " District of Cairo," to the command of which General 
Grant had been assigned, began now to assuipe more impor- 
tance, as the immediate field of war in the West blazed from 
new points almost daily, and the thunder-bursts were answered 
by echoing guns all over the country. On the 12th of Novem- 
ber, 1861, General Henry "Wager Halleck, of the regular army, 
and second on the list of major-generals, was sent to take 
command of the " Department of Missouri." He had formerly 
been an officer of engineers in our army, but had been for 
some time out of service, as a successful lawyer in San Fran- 
cisco. He was well known as a diligent military student, and 
as a writer upon the military art. His department included 
the States; of Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Arkansas, and that portion of Kentucky west of the Cumber- 
land Eiver. This territory he at once divided into districts. 
Of this department, the District of Cairo was the most im- 
portant part ; and it was on the 20th of December enlarged, 
so as to include all the southern pftirt of Illinois, all that part 
of Kentucky west of the Cumberland Eiver, and the southern 
counties of Missouri south of Cape Girardeau. Confirmed in 
this large command. General Grant at once began to organize, 
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under the direction of General Halleck, for a new movement- 
Cairo was *he point of departure, rather than a point (Tajypuu 
Grant posted his troops at numerous prominent points for 
defence, for convenience of supplies, and for facilities of re- 
connoissance, and also to deceive the enemy temporarily, 
with reference to his strength. On the 10th of January he 
sent General McClemand, with an expeditionary force of five 
thousand Illinois Volunteers, to penetrate into the Interior of 
Kentucky, in the neighborhood of Columbus, and towards 
Mayfield and Camp Beauregard. 

This reconnoissance into Kentucky was made by order of 
Major-General Halleck, and, as it is believed, at the request of 
General Buell, with a view to prevent the enemy, who had 
estabhshed his line, from detaching forces from Columbus and 
the adjacent country to re-enforce tlie garrisons of Bowling 
Green, against which General Buell was then preparing to move. 
To aid McClemand, General Grant sent down detached 
regiments from time to time to join him ; and, on the 14th, he 
sent the entire divisions of Generals Payne and C. F. Smith 
to act in concert with him. 

General Payne moved from Bird's Point, with the column 
from Cairo, and then, holding Fort Jefferson with a portion 
of his command, supported McClemand in the reconnois- 
sance. General Smith moved from Smithland: Grant him- 
self accompanied the cohimn from Cairo. 

The weather was cold, the roads slippery and muddy, and 
the river filled with floating' ice. Mcdernand occupied Fort 
Jefferson, marched through BlandviUe, and to within the dis- 
tanciB of a mile from the defences of Columbus. He was recalled 
on the 20th, having discovered new roads and obtained much 
valuable information for a future advance in force. Indeed, 
the results of this rapid and vigorous movement, especially so 
far as the column from Cairo was concerned, was a minute 
acquaintance with the roads, streams, and general topography 
of the country, which would have been of incalculable value 
had we been compelled to operate directly against Columbus. 
Two of our gunboats had gone down the river at the same 
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time, and driven three rebel armed vessels back nnder the 
shelter of the guns of Columbus. 

Before attempting to present the succeeding movements, 
based upon the information obtained from this and other re- 
connoissances, let us glance for a moment at the rebel position. 



OPERATIONS IN WESTBBN EENT170KT. 



Columbus, twenty miles below the mouth of the Ohio, with 
its bluffs two hundred feet high, was strongly fortified by 
heavy batteries which swept the Mississippi above and below. 
The landward defences, at first weak, were being daily 
strengthened ; and the rebel press, calling it the Oihrcdtar (f 
America^ declared that it would seal the great river, imtil all 
nations should acknowledge the independence of the Southern 
Confederacy. 

To extend their line eastward, covering Nashville in that 
direction, they* had, beginning in August, 1861, fortified 
Bowling Green, a small place on the Big Barren River, but 
naturally well adapted to defence, and of strategic importance 
as being on the Louisville and Nashville Railroad. The Big 
Barren River is at certain seasons navigable for small vessels, 
by the Ohio and Green rivers, from Louisville. The river is very 
winding in its vicinitv, and in all the bends are steep hills 
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whicli were crowned with lunettes, redans, and even bastioned 
works. 

Important lines in the strategic problem were the Tennessee 
and Cumberland rivers, flowing in a northerly direction, with 
nearly parallel currents through Kentucky, into the Ohio. The 
Tennessee is navigable at high-water for steamboats to Flor- 
ence, at the foot of Muscle Shoals ; and the Cumberland, on 
the right bank of which Nashville is situated, is navigable 
during high-water for large steamboats to Nashville, about 
two hundred miles from its mouth, and for small steamers 
nearly three hundred miles further. 

To bar the navigation of these streams against the passage 
of Union-troops, supplies, and gunboats, into the very vitals 
of the rebellion, thus cutting it in two places, the rebels had 
erected two strong works, which they boasted to be quite 
sufficient for this purpose. The one on the eastern bank\)f 
the Tennessee was caUed Fort Henry : it mounted seventeen 
guns, and had barracks and tents for fifteen thousand 
men ; and the other, named Fort Donelson, was erected on 
the western bank of the Cumberland, and mounted about 
forty guns. These forts also served immediately to guard the 
railroads from Memphis to Nashville and Bov/hng Green, and 
the small branch railroad to Dover. The distance between 
Forts Henry and Donelson was twelve miles : a good road 
and telegraph line connected the two. . 

Thus an apparently strong, and a certainly well-chosen line, 
was formed, extending from the Mississippi at Belmont and 
Columbutf, through Southern Kentucky and Northern Ten- 
nessee to Cumberland Gap, and thence onward by East Ten- 
nessee and Southwestern Virginia to the rebel positions 
around and beyond Bichmond ; and to strengthen this lijie, 
all troops that could be spared from Virginia had been sent 
by the Confederate government. 

But the old axiom, that "nothing is stronger than its 
weakest point," was here verified. To break this* vaunted 
line ; to make stronghold after stronghold crumble or dis- 
aoive, and to lay down the grand equations for the solution of 
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future problems of a higher degree — ^the clearing of the 
Mississippi and the advance from Chattanooga — ^these were 
the plans of oiir Goyemment ; and among the intelligent any 
energetic agents in carrying them out, none was more so than 
General Grant. We cannot read his history from first to last 
without being struck with the manifest foresight he has dis- 
played. He goes on from action to action, in logical connec- 
tion, as ihough each was only a means to an end, the end 
becoming a new means, until the final goal should be reached. 

During the autumn and early winter, numerous gunboats 
had been built, and many riyer-boats altered into gunboats, at 
Cairo, St. Louis, and nimierous riyer-towns, by citizens and 
quartermasters, under the general superintendence of Com- 
modore A. H. Foote, of the nayy ; and a number of these were 
now in readiness to co-operate with the army in its advance 
by the rivers into Southern territory. To man them, volun- 
teers were called for among the river-hands and sea-faring 
men who had entered the army, and they responded readily : 
it was, for a time at least, a popular service, and one that the 
sequel proved to be fuU of the most romantic adventures. 

Let us now return for a moment to consider the movements 
of the reconnoitring column of General Grant's army which 
. moved from Paducah. These were also of the greatest impor- 
tance. Upon his return, in accordance with Grant's orders, 
General C. F. Smith struck the Tennessee Sdver about twenty 
miles below Fort Henry. There he met Commander Phelps, of 
the nayy, with a gunboat, patroling the river. After a brief con- 
ference with that energetic officer. General Smith decided to 
get upon the gunboat, and run up for a look at Fort Henry. 

The boat steamed up su&ciently near to draw -the enemy's 
fire, and present a just idea of the armament of the work 
Smith returned at once, and reported to General Grant his 
conviction that, with three or four of " the turtle iron-clads" 
and a strong co-operating land force, Fort Henry might be 
easily captured, if the attack should be made within a short 
time. It was about the 15th of January that Grant for- 
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warded this report to Halleck. Ko action haying been at 
once taken, General Grant and Flag-Officer Foote sent dis- 
patches, on the 28th of January, asking for permission to 
storm Fort Henry, and hold it as a strong point from which' 
to operate in any direction. Time was valnable. General 
Grant wrote an urgent letter to HalJeck (dated Cairo, Jaimaiy 
29th), still further explaining his dispatches, and setting forth 
the feasibility and the great importance of this movement. At 
length the desired order came. On the 30th, in the afternoon. 
Grant received a dispatch from Halleck directing him to make 
preparationB without delay to take and hold Fort Henry, and 
promising that full instructions Bhonld be sent by messenger. 




"Without for an instant proposing to say that H^eck had 
not blocked out these movements in his own mind, we do say 
thnt the plans of Genera! Grant, based upon tlie energetic 
action of his subordiiiates, and especially of C. F. Smith, were 
formed and suggested to Halleck in entire ignorance of the 
plans of General Halleck. From the concentration of troops 
in Grant's command it was evident that Halleck intended a 
vigorous move in some direction, but Grant's title to the 
actual plan of movement is at least as good as that of either 
General Halleck or General Buell. 

All preparations lia\Tng been made, the first point of attack 
designated was Fort Henry. It was an irregular field-work. . 
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with fiye bastions, on the eastern bank of the Tennessee. 
The "embrasures were revetted with sand-bags ; and^its arma- 
ment, a large portion of which swept the river below, com- 
prised one sixty-two poxmder, one ten-inch columbiad, twelve 
thirty-twos, two forty-twos, and one twelve-ponnder. Twelve 
of the guns bore upon the river. 

Both above and below the fort were creeks, defended by 
rifle-pits and abatis of slashed timber, and around it was 
swampy land with a sheet of back-water in the rear. The 
land approaches are difficult, and across the river, which is 
here about half a mile wide, was an unfinished work, begun 
too late, and therefore abandoned, but originally designed to 
aid Fort Henry in stopping the passage of the river. Pan- 
ther Creek, a short distance below the fort, falls into the Ten- 
nessee just abreast of Panther Island. 

The command of this important work, a link in the great 
chain, although, as events proved, a very weak one, was con- 
fided to Brigadier-General Uoyd Tilghman, of the Confed- 
erate service, with a force of more than three thousand men, 
and with a clear exposition — ^manifest wittout words— of the 
importance of his command. Tilghman was of the Maryland 
family of revolutionary repute, a graduate of West Point, and 
a gallant volunteer in our army during the Mexican war. On 
the 6th of May, 1861, as colonel commanding the Western 
Division of " Neutral Kentucky," in an interview with Colonel 
Prentiss at Cairo, he had declared that he had no hostile pur- 
pose against the Government ; but in less than a year he was 
captured at Fort Henry as a Confederate brigadier, and was 
afterwards killed in the ranks of treason at Baker's Creek, 
near Vicksburg. 

On the morning of Monday, February 2, and after a quiet 
Sunday at Cairo, Commodore Foote having devotedly invoked 
God*s blessing on the expedition, with all the fervor, but with- 
out the superstition, of a Spanish conquistador, moved up the 
Ohio to Paducah, and thence up the Tennessee. His fleet con- 
sisted of the iron-clad gunboats Cincinnati, Essex, Carondelet, 
* and St. Louis, and the wooden boats Lexington, Tyler, and 
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Conestoga : the Cincinnati was his flag-ship. By night&ll 
they were in the Tennessee ; and by easy steaming they were 
three or four miles below Fort Henry at daylight on Tuesday, 
February 3. Caution was necessary, on account of the infor- 
mation obtained from people on the river-banks that the 
stream was mined with torpedoes. Foote had the river chan- 
nel dragged with grappling-irons, and succeeded in fishing up 
several, which, however, being imperfectly prepared, would 
have proved harmless. 

Steaming up to within a mile of the fort, the commodore 
fired the first gun from the Cincinnati as she passed the head 
of Panther Island, at half-past twelve o'clock, and froiA that 
time the bombardment was careful and slow, mostly with cur- 
vated^ fire, until the fort surrendered. 

And where was Grant's army at this time ? He had moved 
to the combined attack, with the divisions of McClemand and 
C. F. Smith, thus disposed : McClemand, with the First 
Division, landing at Marbury's, three miles below, was to 
move in rear of the fort, to occupy the road leading to Dover 
and Fort Donelson', — ^thus to cut off the retreat of the garrison 
and prevent re-enforcements from coming in, and also to be 
"in readiness to charge and take Fort Henry by storm 
promptly. on receipt of orders." We quote the words of 
Grant's order of march and battle. 

Two brigades of Smith's (Second) division, landing on the 
west bank, were to reconnoitre and occupy the unfinished 
work, Fort Herman, and the si^ounding eminences, and 
bring their artillery to bear on Fort Henry. The third 
brigade of Smith was to march up the east bank in the track 
of McClemand, and either to support him or form a special 
column of attack on the fort, as circumstances might prompt. 
The orders of General Grant were clear, practicable, and yell 
timed. It was supposed that if the attack by the fleet in 
front began at twelve o'clock of the 6th, the army would be in 
position to co-operate ; and had the fort made any thing like 
the defence which was anticipated, this would have been the 
case. But the roads were very bad, and Grant moved with 
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proper caution oyer grotmd entirely untried, and in partial 
ignorance of the disposition of the enemy's forces between 
Forts Henry and Donelson. 

But to retnm to the gunboats. Constantly steaming slowly 
np towards the fort, and passing Panther Island by the 
^m channel, the; came k.to position just below «xe fort, 
and in a line diagonally across the riyer. The order of the 
iron-cladsy from left to right, was as follows : the Essex, 
Carondelet, Cincinnati, and St. Lonis. In second line, just 
aboye Panther Island, were the wooden boats Lexington, 
Oonestoga, and Tyler. 

The firing from the boats was at once warmly responded to 
by the fort, and a terrific cannonade was kept np ; the nayal 
guns, with both direct and curyated fire, raining in upon the 
terreplein, knocking the sandbag embrasures to pieces, and 
dismounting seyeral of the guns in the fort. The rifled gun 
in the fort soon bursts, killing three men and disabling many 
others ; the flagstaff is shattered and falls ^; seyen of the guns 
are dismantled or useless. The garrison becomes discour- 
aged, and at last panic-stricken. The three thousand men 
who were encamped outside scarcely wait for Tilghman's 
orders to saye themselyes. Some, fearing McClemand's ap- 
proach, make a rapid flight by the upper Doyer road, while 
others^ seizing a small steamer lying at the mouth of the 
creek aboye the fort, steam hastily up the riyer. And thus 
Tilghman is left, with eighty or ninety artillerists, to sur- 
render the work. Meanwhile, the metal of the gunboats has 
been fairly put to the test. The Cincinnati, flag-ship, has 
receiyed thirty-one shots ; the Essex, sixteen ; the St. Louis, 
seyen ; the Catondelet, six. The iron sides of the boats shed 
most of the balls, but the Essex receiyes one of the shots in 
her boiler, which results in the wounding and scalding of 
twenty-nine, officers and m«, among whom is the intrepid 
commander, W. D. Porter. 

At length, when he had only four guns bearing on the riyer 
still fit for seryice ; when his frightened garrison had deserted 
him, leaying only" fifty priyates and twenty sick;" and when 
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he had done a private soldier's service at the middle batterj, 
« covered with smoke, and personally pointing the gons," 
Tilghman hatded down his rebel flag, and ran up a white 
one, at five minutes before two, the action having lasted for 
only one hour and a quarter. 

Grant came up half an hour afterwards, pleased of course 
with the result, but doubtless feeling a soldier's natural dis- 
appointment that the rapidity of the fight had settled the 
matter before the arrival of his command. Commodore 
Foote turned over to him the captured work, munitions, and 
prisoners ; the transports: and troops which were coming up 
the Tennessee were turned back or stopped at the fort ; and 
the next step in the grand game was immediately con- 
sidered.* 



* In Grant's brief report to Halleck's staff-officer, written £he same day 
from Fort Henry, he says : 

" Captain — Inclosed I send you my order for the attack npon Fort Henry. 
Owini^ to dispatches received from Major-General Halleck, and corroborating 
information here, to the effect that the enemy were rapidly re-enforcing, I 
thought it imperatively necessary that the fort should be carried to-day. My 
forces were not up at ten o'clock last night, when my order was written, there- 
fore I did not deem it practicable to set an earlier hoar than eleven o'clock to- 
day, to commence the investment. The gunboats started up at the same hour 
to commence the attack, and engaged the enemy at not over six hundred yards. 
In little over one hour all the batteries were silenced, and the fort surrendered 
at discretion to Flag-O^ccr Foote, giving us all their guns, camp and garrison 
equipage, etc The prisoners taken are General Tilghman and staff, Captain 
Taylor and company, and the sick. The garrison, I think, must have com- 
menced their retreat last night, or at an early hoar this morning. 

" Had I not felt it an imperative necessity to attack Fort Henxy to-day, I 
should have made the investment complete, and delayed until to-morrow, so 
as to secure the garrison. I do not now believe, however, the result would 
have been any more satisfactory. 

** The gunboats have proven themselves well able to resist a severe can- 
nonading. All the iron-dad boats rcodved more or less shots — the flag-ship 
some twenty-eight — without any serious damage to any, except the Elssex. 
This vessel received one shot in her boiler that disabled her, killing and 
woxmding some thirty-two men, Captain Porter among the wounded. 

" I remain your obedient servant, 

'* U. S. Graitt, Brigadier-General." 
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Oeneral Tilglmian acknowledged, in the dispatch which he 
was permitted to send to General Johnston at Bowling 
Green, " the courtesies and consideration shown by General 
Grant and Commodore Foote, and the officers under their 
command ;" but in his report he was particularly severe upon 
the Confederate authorities for thus leaving him^to be the 
yictim of a bad military judgment in selectLog the post, and 
a want of proper preparations to hold the work. 

Before giving to this victory its co-ordinate place in the 
vast strategy of the war, let us indulge in a word of comment 
upon the rebel defeat. The Confederate reports are unani- 
mous in declanng that the site of Fort Henry was badly 
chosen ; that it was low, easily surrounded, and commanded 
by the ground on the opposite side of the river ; and that it 
was not calculated by its construction to sustain an attack by 
the fleet. We grant all this, but whose fault was it ? . Can 
there be a graver fault in war than this ? It is far worse than 
losing a pitched battle to lose a stronghold, and that strong- 
hold a link of the most vital value in a grand chain. Be- 
sides, it shows the rapidity and vigor of Grant's and Foote's 
movements, that Fort Heiman, on the opposite side of the 
.river, was incomplete and useless. What they thus advance 
as a bar in judgment, or rather to explain away their defeat 
and depreciate the military character of our success, really 
enhances the credit of Grant and Foote. 

But worse than all that can be said about a faulty location 
of the fort, is the inglorious flight of three thousand and odd 
men, without striking a single blow^ They shoidd have made 
reconnoissances from the moment they divined our purpose, 
ambushed the road, contested the landing of the troops, pre- 
pared torpedoes that would explode, and, at the least, held 
the fort long enough to give a respectable appearance to the 
defence. Certainly, Fort Henry was not built to surrender in 
an hour and a quarter. It was the briefest action, to pre- 
cede an honest surrender, of which we have any record in 
the war. 

The rules of military strategy are simple, few, and immuta- 
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ble ; their applications indefinitely and infinitely varied. By 
a Tapi4 application of the simplest rule, the first charmed line 
was cut, and its tension entirely gone. Bnckner, who, by 
command of Albert Sydney Johnston, had occupied Bowling 
Green as early as September, 1861, with ten thousand men, 
and who had vaunted its impregnable strength, felt the fall 
of Fort Henry like an electric shock, paralyzing his grasp. 
Bowling Green was no longer tenable; there was but one 
point which was so, and that only for the time, and that was 
Fort Donelson ; and so, moving the chief part of his forces 
thither, he left only a rear-guard, which evacuated Bowling 
Green on the 15th of February. Bowling Green, that para- 
gon of complex fortifications, was entered by General Mitch- 
ell, of Buell^s column, who made a forced march from Ba- 
con's Creek, and, arriving before he was expected, captured a 
large amount of stores there. Actions are not to be measured 
by the numbers engaged, or by their duration or carnage, but 
by their result^. By this strategy Fort Donelson was flanked, 
and the safety of NashviUe imminently endangered. 

But yet Fort Donelson was exceedingly strong ;'its garrison 
and armament were large, and entirely adapted to its propor- 
tions ; and it was manifest that the rebels would not abandon 
it without a severe struggle. To this struggle General Grant 
inYited them without a moment's delay. 

In the mean time, immediately after the surrender of Fort 
Henry, Flag-OflScer Foote dispatched Lieutenant Command- 
ing Phelps, with the gunboats Conestoga, Tyler, and Lexing- 
ton, up the Tennessee into Northern Alabama. He destroyed 
the railroad-bridge twenty-five miles above Fort Henry, and 
proceeded up to Florence, at the foot of Muscle Shoals, de- 
stroying several steamers and river-craft, and captured a large 
quantity of lumber and stores, and developed the loyal senti- 
ments of many of the people. 



Note. — ^Tliere can be no place more fitting than tlie dose of the record of 
Fort Henry's sorrender, in which to pay our tribute to the brilliant fighting, 
personal gallantly, and rare pietj of Commodore, afterwards Rear-Admin] 
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Foote» mnd since, greatly to hifl country's loss, dead, ana gone to a good man's 
rest. A son of Senator Samuel A. Foote, whose resolntion on the pnblic lands 
occaidoned the &moa8 passage at arms between Webster and Hayne, in Janu- 
ary, 1830, young Foote entered the navy at the age of rnxteen, and was known 
in all grades as an excellent and energetic officer. Ab first-lieutenant of the 
sloop^war John Adams, he took a prominent part in the attack on the Su- 
matra pirates in 1838 ; and was noted for the aid and sympathy he extended 
to the American misBionaries at Honolulu, when few of our naval officers felt 
any interest in them. He was a strong advocate of total abstinence in the 
navy. In 1852, after a cruise on the coast of Africa, he published a volume 
entitled ** Africa, and the Africans/' in which he exposed the horrors of the 
slave-trade, by illustrations of the manner in which the negroes were packed 
in slav&flhips. In 1856, in protecting the property of American citizens at 
Canton, which sufiered during the English war, he breached a for^^with his 
ship, and then, landing, stormed it, with a loss of forty men out of two hun- 
dred and eighty. His record during the war for the Union is brilliant In the 
extreme. He superintended the fitting out of the flotilla on the MissisHlppi 
and Ohio in 1861-2 ; took Fort Henry ; was further distinguished at Fort Don- 
elson, where he was wounded ; and in the successful operations at Island No. 
10, which -he aided in reducing. . His life was devoted to the service of his 
country. In July, 1862, he was created one of the new rear-admiials, on the 
active list ; and in June, 1863, while preparing to relieve Admiral Dupont in 
command of the South Atlantic blockading squadron, he died suddenly, and 
was buried in New Haven. Although remarkable for his intelligence and 
tenadty of purpose, he is perhaps more fully characterized as a man of great 
and consistent piety. It was with him a vital prindple, constantly displayed. 
fie let lus light shine, praying, exhorting, preaching ; urging all with whom 
he came in contact, with precept upon precept, and, what is far better, alluring 
them by his shining example. His loas was severely felt ; but his record was 
so glorious, and his fitness for departure so manifest, that we can " talk of his 
late without a sigh," and thank God for so beautiful an exemplar of the gen- 
tleman, soldier, sailor, commander, and Christian. 
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As Fort Henry was designed to obstmot the navigation of 
the Tennessee, so Fort Donelson was the work upon which 
the rebels depended to seal the Ciunberland and to protect 
Nashyille. No sooner had the former fallen, than Grant 
made his dispositions to assanlt the latter. He saw the im- 
portance of taking time by the forelock, and confosiEig the 
already dismayed Confederates by the rapidity of his assault. 
He reorganized his forces, and sent for all available re-enforce- 
ments that had been collecting at Cairo. His army was 
formed for this :i^ew service into two divisions: the firsts 
under Brigadjer-Geperal J. A. McClemand, containing three 
brigades, . under Colonels Oglesby, W. H. L. Wallace, and 
Morrison; the second, under Brigadier-General Charles F. 
Smith, of three brigades, under Colonels Cook, Lauman, and 
McArthur: a third will appear in our narrative, under 
Brigadier-General Lewis Wallace, to be composed of his 
brigade of Smith's division, and of forces that were being 
sent forward by General Halleck. With McClemand's divi- 
sion were the field-batteries of Schwartz, Taylor, Dresser, 
and McAllister; and with Smith were the heavy batteries 
of Bichardson, Stone, and Walker; all Smith's artillery 
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being under Major Cayender, as cliief of artillerj. Grant^s 
cayalrj consisted of the Fourth Illinois cayalry, with several 
independent companies. The composition of Wallace's pro- 
visional division win be given hereafter * 

By Grant's general field-orders No. 12, of February 11, 
1862, we find the order of march arranged as follows : One 
brigade of McClemand's division was to move by the Tele- 
graph road from Fort Henry -<iirectly upon Fort Donelson, 
and to halt within two miles of the fort ; the other three bri- 
gades to march by the Dover Sidge road to within the same 
distance, and then to unite with the first in forming the right 
wing in the complete investment of the fort. 

Two brigades of Smith's (second) division were to foDow by 
the Dover road, and these were to be followed by the troops who 
had occupied the unfinished Fort HeiTnan, as soon as they 
could be sent forward. As the force of the enemy was vari- 
ously reported, details of the attack could not be given until 
the ground was reached ; but Smith was directed to occupy 
Dover, if practicable, and thns to out off aU retreat by the 
river. 

In accord^ence with these general directions, which were to 
be mucji modified when they reached the ground, McCler- 
nand and Smith marched across the country from the Ten- 
nessee Biver to the Cumberland, on the morning of February 
12, to attack the works on the land side ; while six regiments, 
which were to constitute a portion of Wallace's (third) divi- 
sion, were moved by transports, accompanied by the. gun- 
boats, from Smithland up the Cumberland, to jgin in the 
movement by an attack on the river-front, or to be disposed 
of ais circumstances should afterwards require. In order to 
gain time, the movement was made after very rapid and un- 
satisfactory preparation. The gunboats had been overhauled 
in a. very hasty manner, to repair the damages received in the 



* General LewiB Wallace belonged to the division of General C. F. Smith, 
and when Grant moved against Fort D&nelson he was left in command of 
Forts Heniy and Heiman, garrisoned from General Smith's command. 

3 
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attack on Fort Henry ; bnt, impatient of delay, and perhaps 
determined that they should hot again get the start of him, 
and stiU more cogenldy, because Grant knew the immense 
value of every minute of time just at this juncture, he pushed 
forward with the two divisions mentioned, to the siege and 
assault. One of Smith's brigades had been left at Fort Hen- 
ry, as a garrison, under Lewis Wallace. All boats were de- 
flected from the Tennessee H^ the Cumberland; many others 
had joined the great convoy, and the Unibn army was con- 
verging in all its strength upon Fort Donelson. 

Let us look for a moment at the work to be attacked. This 
stronghold was placed upon a high hill on the left bank of the 
river, where it makes an abrupt turn from north to west, flow- 
ing in the latter direction for about a quarter of a mile, and 
then tummg northward again. By this location a large nmn- 
ber of guns could be trained directly down the stream, and 
pour a terrible storm of fire upon the advancing gunboats. 
At the foot of the hill, riverward, were two sfarong water-bat- 
teries, with massive epaulments; the embrasures revetted 
with coffee-sacks filled with sand. The armament of the 
lower, or main battery, consisted of eight thirty-twos, and one 
ten-inch columbiad ; that of the other was one heavy rifled 
gun, carrying a one hundred and twenty-eight pound bcdt, 
and two thirty-two pound carronades. These batteries were 
sunken or excavated in the hill-side. The fort itself was of 
irregular form, its trace following the inequalities of the hill, 
and inclosing nearly one hundred acres. It was flanked by a 
creek or back-water below, which is not generally fordable ; 
and just above, a smaU creek separates it from tiie town of 
Dover, which is one mile above the fort, on the river-bank. 
It needs but one glance at the map to show that the works 
were exceedingly strong on the river-front. 

We turn to the land approaches. Taking advantage of the 
topography of the field, which presents a conglomerate of hills 
and valleys, knolls and ravines, the rebels had cleared away 
all the timber, which could mask an eneinj^s advance, and 
erected field-works defended by artillery and infantry, from 
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the extreme western angle of the fort, following the sonthem 
direction of a ridge, and thus presenting a natural flanking 
arrangement of all the parts. Still in front of this extended 
line, encircling the fort and the intrenchment, and the town of 
Pover, was a line of detached rifle-trenches, constructed of logs, 
forming a slight parapet ; and in front of the whole was slashed 
timber, as an abatis. It seemed qnite as strong on the land- 
ward side as on the river-front, and the work before Grant 
appeared still more difficult, when we consider the strength of 
the rebel garrison. 

It consisted of thirteen regiments of Tennessee troops, two 
of Kentucky, six of Mississippi, one of Texas, two of Ala- 
bama, four of Virginia, two independent battalions of Ten- 
nessee infantry, and Forrest's brigade of cavalry ; and, besides 
the armament of the fort and water-batteries, six batteries of 
light artiUeiy and seventeen heavy guns. The force, num- 
bering at least twenty-one thousand men, was skilfully dis- 
posed ; but the Confederate authorities had erred fatally in 
their choice of commanders. General Floyd, whom the rebels 
should have been mere sagacious than to have preferred to 
any office bf responsibiUty and trust, however proper he might 
have been as an aspirant for a post of profit, had been ordered 
by General A. S. Johnston to the command of Fort Donelson, 
and had assumed it, without delay, on the 13th, the day after 
Grant's movement had begun. Here aj; once were fatal ele- 
ments ; he was not only a traitor, but he was believed to be a 
dishonest man, and circumstances were to prove him a coward. 
Notwithstanding his preferment to the United States secre- 
taryship of war, under Buchanan, it was patent that he knew 
little of military matters; and it was certain that he knew 
nothing whatever of the fort, its topography, or its garrison. 
The next in rank was General Gideon J. Pillow, whom Floyd 
had assigned to the official command of the rebel left wing, in 
and around Dover. He too had only arrived there on the 
10th, and being by nature as obtuse, and, in spite of some Mexi- 
can practice, or rather mal-practice, as ignorant as Flbyd, he 
was of smaU value as a leader in the defence. The other 
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prominent commanders were Buckner and B. B. Jolmson, 
both graduates of West Point, and liighlj esteemed for intel- 
ligence and brayery, when subordinates in onr army. Buck- 
ner had command of the fort, and the ground in its immediate 
vioinitj, while Johnson had a command on the left under Pil- 
low. Such briefly was the work, and such the force, moral 
and physical, which Gteneral Grant rushed to attack with two 
dlTisions, not more in all than fifteen thousand men, and with 
a greater proportional weakness in artillery. This was sub- 
lime hardihood; but it was soiaething more ; it was at once 
, the impulsion and the intuition of military genius. He knew 
little of the difficult topography, which maps never can ad- 
equately tell ; but h^ meant to fight, and to continue fighting, 
and to force the rebels to fight. Time was of priceless value, 
and " confusion magnifying the foe," the rebels were deceived, 
as he meant them to be, by his boldness and temerity. 

And now let us return to McOlemand and Smith, who, pre- 
ceded by the cavalry to clear the front, began their march qn 
the morning of the 12th, irom the neighborhood of Fort 
Henry. They came within view of the fort by early afternoon, 
without having encountered the enemy, who was .stupidly 
caging himself in the intrenchment, instead of coming out 
like a man to beat, or at least retard, Grant's advancing 
columns. Our generals took up, that night, the positions as- 
signed. On the momirig of Thursday, the 13th, the fighting 
began with the dawn, the rebels opening their batteries upon 
our troops, whose positions were disclosed by the advance of 
Birge's sharp-shooters upon the enemy's picket Kne. 

Under this as yet desultory fire. Grant rapidly posted his 
divisions thus : General 0. F. Smith on the left, opposite the 
northwest of the fort; and- McClemand on the right, Ogles- 
by's brigade holding the extreme right. The light artillery 
was placed with proper supports upon the various roads, 
while most of the heavy guns, under Major Cavender, were 
directed against the armament of the fort. General Grant's 
headquarters were at a farm-house, on the Fort Henrv road. 
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THE ASSAULT TTPON THE TRENCHES. ' 

The first grand act was a forioiis cannonade on both sides, 
in which the rebel practice was excellent, and our own not 
inferior. This was the herald of our infantry assault To. 
make a lodgment upon their intrenchment, and particularly 
upon an epanhnent coyering a strong battery in his front. 
General McClemand foimed the Forty-eighth Illinois^ of Wal- 
lace's brigade, and Morrison's brigade (consisting of the 
Seyenteenth and Forty-ninth Illinois), into a storming column, 
under the command of Colonel Hayne of the ForQr-eighth, 
with McAllister's Battery to corer the assault. The morev 
ment was under the superintendence of CoL W. H. Wallace, 
of the Second brigade. They formed at the foot of the hill, 
where they were in some measure protected from the direct 
fire ; and at the word, moved forward, firing as they adranced. 

The attack was not successful ; and although they were re- 
enforced by the Forty-fifth Illinois, of Wallace's brigade, and 
other troops, the enemy's fire was so vigorous, and the abatis 
and palisading presented so strong an obstacle, that they were 
compelled to retire. The position assaulted was defended by 
Colonel Heiman's rebel brigade, and two other regiments, 
with one or more batteries of field artplery.* 

In this, and several other desultory engagements, our losses 
were severe. We were at least in contact with the enemy, 
and had felt his strength ; but there was some danger that he 
might also learn ours. The gunboats and re-enforcements by 
the river were anxiously expected. Without them, we were 
weaker than the enemy ; and oxur very proximity, while it gave 
prestige, increased our danger. 

We were also in want of rations, and, to cap the climax of 
untoward circumstances, the elements conspired. The un- 
usual and deceitful mildness of the morning, like many a false 
harbinger of spring, had suddenly changed to biting cold ; a 
^—^—^^^^^^—^— t .-II . . .^— ^.^— 

* Pillow's report. 
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rain-storm from the northeast set in, which turned, first to 
hail, and then to sleet. The cold became more intense, the - 
thermometer rapidly falling to only ten degrees above zero. 
The like, it is said, had never been known there. Our troops 
had no shelter whatever, and were without rations ; few had 
blankets and overcoats ; some, with the characteristic improT- 
idence of new troops, beguiled by the mild weather, and 
thoughtless of future need, had thrown them away. At length 
hail and sleet were followed by a driving snow ; and, but that 
the rebels, who were in the trenches, suffered equally, it would 
have seemed that Boreas had become a rebel sympathizer, 
and was emulating the celestial anger of Juno, against our 
heroes. Several soldiers were frozen. 

It would be difficult for a warm, sheltered, and well-fed pen, 
or rather the hand that hoMs and the brain that impels such, 
to depict the sufferings of that night ; the wounded freezing 
to death, and the weary soldiers benumbed by the cold, which 
even vigorous vitaUty could not dispel. They were seeing 
war for the first time, and they had bitter experience of its 
heat and cold at the same moment. 

The morning of Friday dawned sadly npda these war-worn, 
hungry, freezing men, and brought, with it only a new sum^ 
mons to battle. Still anxiously expecting the gunboats and the 
bulk of Lewis Wallace's new division by the Cumberland, and 
alive to the immediate hazard of his position, Gl^eral Grant 
dispatched a courier to General Lewis "Wallace himself, at 
Fort Henry, with orders to bring across the garrison which 
had been left there. But no sooner had the messenger been 
sent, than a scout, who had been posted to watch the river 
below, came galloping up to headquarters with the welcome 
intelligence that a boat was just arriving, and a thick doud 
of smoke announced that the rest of the fleet was below. 
The first boat, the Carondelet, was the herald of the fleet ; 
and as soon as she came within long-range, on that terrible 
stretch of the river swept by the concentrated rebel fire, she 
opened upon the water-batteries ; and thus began that des- 
perate and unequal battle, in which Commodore Foote was to 
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engage \vith only paridal success, but with increase of honor 
to himself and the nayy. 

Three miles, below the fort the troops and the artillery of 
the Third Division were soon landed, with provisions and 
supplies for the whole army ; they had come in the yery nick 
of time. Bapidly clearing a road through the woods, they 
were soon placed in line with the First and Second divisions. 
Wallace, being the only general officer without the command 
of a division, was put in command of this Third Division, or- 
ganized after the arrival of the re-enforcements. 

These troops, just arrived, together with the garrison left at 
Fort Henry, constituted the Third Division ; it was composed 
of the brigades of Cruft and Thayer, — ^the former of four, and 
the latter — ^two brigades united — of seven regunents. Wal- 
lace was at once posted in the centre, between Smith and 
McGlemand, and McArthur, with two regiments of Smith's 
division, was posted on the extreme right under McGlemand, 
and thus the line was completed. Not much time was spent 
in issuing rations — ^which gladdened the hearts of our men — 
and ammunition, of which they were in great need, and in 
making proper arrangements for the wounded, who had suf- 
fered horrible tortures, when the second act in the drama was 
begun. This was the 

ATTACK OF THE GUNBOATS ON THE BIVEB-FBONT. 

The Carondelet opened the unequal fight : she was not long 
unaided. As at Fort Henry, the commodore steamed up with 
his iron-clads — the Pittsburg, St. Jjouis, Louisville, and Ca- 
rondelet in the first line, followed by the wooden boats Cones- 
toga, Tyler, and Leidngton. The water-batteries first engaged 
his attention : if he could silence and ^pass them, he could 
take a position in the bend, and would be able to enfilade the 
faces of the fort with broadsides. Until he could do this, 
however, his vessels were exposed to the concentrated fire of 
both batteries, alid of the fort, the latter having a most de- 
structive plunging, as well as raking, fire upon his decks and 
armor. Under a/eif d^enfer^ such as few naval armaments have 
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ever experienced, Foote moved nearer and nearer in a deadly 
struggle. . But his guns did excellent service ; the upper bat- 
tery of four guns was already silenced ; the shot and shell 
from the heavy guns on the boats had rained upon them for 
two hours, and the boats were lying within four hundred 
yards, perhaps even nearer. Notwithstanding that they had 
not been put in a proper condition for the fight, owing to the 
pressure of time, and that they had suffered very greatly from 
the guns of the work, a few minutes more woidd have enabled 
them to*run by into a position from which they could have 
paralyzed the water-front, when suddenly Foote was forced to 
fall back. The rebel cross and plunging fire had at length done 
its work effectually : the Louisville was rendered unmanage- 
able by a shot which cut away her rudder-chains, and she 
drifted down the narrow and rapid stream, helpless and use- 
less. 

The flag-ship, the St. Louis, had her wheel shot away ; the 
pilot, by whose side the Commodore was standing, was kiUed, 
and Foote himself wounded in the foot by falling timber. 
Bushing to an additional steering apparatus, upon which he 
had depended in such an emergency to keep her up, he found 
that too shot away, and the Si Louis was thus compelled to 
drift down in an equally helpless condition. Fifty-nine shots 
had struck the flag-ship, some of them raking her from stem 
to stem. The Louisville had received thirty-five ; the Caron- 
delet, twenty-six ; and her rifled gun had biurst during the 
action. The Pittsburg had been struck twenty-one times. 
The fire of at least twenty guns had been concentrated upon 
the boats, and could only be returned by twelve boat-guns. 

To sum up, two of the iron-clads were unmanageable, the 
other two greatly damaged between wind and water; and 
thus, when on the very verge of victory, the gallant commo- 
dore, himseK drifting powerless, was obliged to make signal 
for all to withdraw, having lost fifty-four killed and woimded. 

After consultation with Grant, Foote returned to Cairo to 
repair the iron-clads, which were seriously dafnaged, and 
to bring down a competent naval force for a new attack, if 
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the seige should last long enough to require it : but it did 
not ; the end was ahreadji at hand. 

We need hardly enforce upon onr readers the fact that the 
^thdrawal of Commodore Foote was an absolute necessity ; 
he could not continue the action. But the services of the naTj 
on that day must not be by any means undervalued. They 
were of the greatest utility : they relieved Gteneral Grant from 
all danger of attack, while yet too weak to complete the invest- 
ment ; they made a grand diversion in his favor, while he was 
posting his new troops and maturing his plans; and they gavea 
brighter lustre to the gallantry, skill, and endurance of the 
American sailor, of whom the coimtry has always been proud. 
The withdrawal of the fleet after the action on Friday checked 
for a moment, however, the prosecution of the original plans 
of the general The proper course now seemed to be to wait 
for large re-enforcements, which he knew might be had from 
St. Louis, GiQcinnati, and Cairo ; to strengthen and perfect 
the investment ; and, perhaps, by marching up the river, to 

isolate the work, and starve it iuto surrender. In the mean 

« 

while, the gunboats could be thoroughly repaired, and return 
to tiy another attack. Had the rebels now strengthened their 
intrenchments and awaited Grant's attack, such might have 
been the modus operandi. 

But the rebel counter-plans, formed in a council of war, 
held on Friday night at Floyd's headquarters, in Dover, de- 
termined Grant's battle tactics in a dififerent manner, and 
hurried their own ruin. The council was composed of the 
division and brigade commanders, and they nnanimonsly as- 
sented to the plan proposed by General Floyd, which was to 
throw an overwhelming force — ^half his army, with Forrest's 
cavalry, all under Pillow and Johnson — ^upon our right wing, 
under McClemand ; to drive it from the heights overlooking 
the Cumberland, from which there was danger that our bat- 
teries wmild soon sweep and close the river above ; to throw it 
back upon Wallace, while Buckner with the remaining force, 
less the necessary ganison of the fort, should march directly 

upon our encampment in the centre, on the Wynn's Ferry 

8* 
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road/ and attack Wallace in front. If these flank and centre 
attacks should be successful, Grant's army would thus be 
thrown back around Smith as a pivot, and then it might be 
camlj routed and destroyed. It was a good plan, and par- 
tially successful, and yet it was the prelude to their imme- 
diate and overwhelming defeat. In case, however, they could 
only partially succeed, the least Floyd expected was to open 
a pathway by which he might evacuate the fort — now very 
like a trap — ^withdraw his army, and save his precious per- 
son ; which, in any event, he meant to do, whatever should 
happen to his troops. Such were Floyd's plans ; they were 
to be tried with the early morning of Saturday, the 15th. 
Accordingly, at five A. M., the rebel column, under Pillow and 
Johnson, moved out from Dover, the advance being taken 
by Colonel Baldwin's brigade, composed of the Fbst and 
Fourteenth Mississippi and the Twenty-sixth Tennessee. 
These were followed by Wharton's brigade, of two regiments ; 
McOousland's, of two ; Davidson's, of three ; Drake's, of five ; 
and other troops, amounting in all to ten thousand men, with 
thirty guns, which were to crush McClemaild, and dear a 
pathway through our right. 

McOlemand's troops were thus disused of : MoArthur on 
the right ; and then, in order, Oglesby and W. H. L. Wallace. 
McClemsmd's left was near the Fort Henry road, on the left 
of which was Oruft's brigade, of Lewis Wallace's division. 
Our lines corresponded to the contour-of the rebel intrench-, 
ment, and with each brigade was a field-battery. It was well 
posted, and, if on the alert, could certainly repel any rebel 
attack. But, unfortunately, the first attack of the rebels was 
of the nature of a surprise. Beveille was just sounding, the 
troops were not imder arms, and seemed to be in utter igno- 
rance of the rebel designs ; but it at once became evident 
that our right flank was seriously menaced. The brigade and 
regimental commanders soon got their men into Hne, and, 
guided by the crack of the rebel rifles and the flashes of theii 
f^Tins, executed a partial change of front to meet them. It 
was not a moment too soon, for Pillow had sent his cavahy 
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to try and etrifee McArthnr'e rear, while he -was poTmding 
away at hig exposed right flank. 



iNvutTiturr 
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Oglesby and McArthTir, ■with too scant a snpply of ammn- 
nition for this unexpected battle, stood firm for a while ; bnt 
fresh rebel troopB constantly atriTed, and had it not been for 
the coolness of the brigade commanders and the inspiring 
Tslor of Colonel John A. Logan, who commanded the Thirty- 
first minois, of Oglesby's brigade, the attack might have re- 
Bulted in a panic to our troops. As it was, McArthnr and 
Oglesby were obliged to fall back rapidly to avoid being taken 
in Tcar, and to form a new line facing sonth. Bnt the rebels 
did not advance with impunity. Our light batteries, admira- 
bly handled by McAllister, Taylor, and Dresser, shifting their 
position from time to time, pour in a withering fire of grape 
and canister, and cause the enemy's front lino to recoil again 
and again, until pushed forward, or replaced by the overwhelm- 
ing masses in rear. Two regiments of W. H. L. Wallace's bri- 
gade fly to the rescue, while he arranges the others en potence 
on his left, to check Pillow, and yet defend the road. 

Again the rebels move towards the right flank of our new 
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line, and again the battle rages. Craft's brigade, of JjGwia 
Wallace's division, is ordered down upon this flanking colnmn 
at a run. Thus checked, the enemy might have been driven 
back and pursued, had it not been for a new and unexpected 
foe, or rather the fear of one, swarming from their intrench- 
ments, and passing the rifle-pits like a surge of the sea. 
Buckner's force came out to attack the left flank and crotchet 
of our new line. As soon as they were discovered, Wallaoe 
strengthened the flank thus threatened, and two of Taylor's 
guns, coming rapidly into action, dealt grape and canister on 
his advance. Buckner was easily repulsed, for his attack 
was very feebly delivered, and his troops behaved in the most 
cowardly manner. When at eleven o'clock Pillow rode over 
to Buckner's position, he found them huddled under cover,* 
from which it was only after a good deal of artillery firing that 
their general could persuade them to emerge. In speaking of 
the repulse, Buckner says his attacking regiments " withdrew 
without panic, but in some confusion, to the trenches." 

But the moral effect of Buckner's attack was not without 
its value. Beset on all sides, Pillow thundering upon our 
new front, the cavalry threatening our rear, Johnson well ex- 
tended upon our right, checked but not driven off by Cruft, 
our men were somewhat demoralized by Buckner's demon- 
stration : many became disheartened ; the fugitives from the 
front became a crowd. A mounted officer galloped down the 
road, shouting, " We are cut to pieces."t The ammunition 
had given out. Our line, including Cruft, who had borne the 
brunt of the battie. for some time, was again forced back. 
Logan, Lawler, and Bansom were wounded; many field-officers 
and large numbers of .subalterns killed. The crisis of the 
battie had, indeed, arrived, when General Wallace posted 
Colonel Thayer's (Third) brigade across the road, formed a 
reserve of three regiments, placed Wood's Battery in position, 
and awaited the attack. The retiring regiments formed again 
in rear, and were supplied with ammunition. The rebel 

■ ■ ' ■' ' — . . — . 

* Colonel QUmer's Report f ^encsral L. Wallace's Report. 



FOBT DONELSON. 61 

attack upon this new line was extremely vigorous ; th^j had 
delayed for awhile to plunder the dead, and pick up what 
they could find in McClemand's camp ; and Pillow had sent 
back an aid to telegraph to fTashyille that, ^ on the honor of 
a soldier," the day was theirs. The new attack which he 
was about to make was only the finishing stroke. Again he 
moved upon Thayer's brigade; but, by their unflinching 
stand and deliberate fire, and especially by the firmness of' 
the First Nebraska and the excellent handling of the artillery,, 
he was now repulsed. 

Whatever the apparent success of the rebek thus far, in 
driving our right wing. Grant, thoughtful and imperturbable, 
had not been for a moment dismayed. He saw from the very 
desperate nature of the rebel attack that when it culminated, 
they would give, way, if he showed a bold front, and ad- 
vanced at all points. Biding to the front at three o'clock, he 
ordered Lewis Wallace, who had first checked the enemy, to 
advance upon Pillow, and recover the groimd lost in the 
morning, while General C. F. Smith should storm the works 
on the enemy's right. His new plans were rapidly formed, 
and wiU bear the test of military criticism. 

The column of attack, for the desperate work now under- 
taken by General Wallace, was formed of Colonel M. L. 
Smith's and Colonel Craft's brigades, supported by two Ohio 
regiments. Over the rough, rolling, and in parts thickly 
wooded ground, these troops moved, driving the unwilling 
enemy before them, and only halting when within one hun- 
dred and fifty yards of thd rebel intrenchments. This was 
at five o'clock! We remained in the position thus gained 
dnring the intensely cold night, ministering to the wounded 
of the morning's battle, with whom the field was thickly 
strewn, and anxious for the morning. At daylight the next 
morning, Thayer's brigade was brought up, and preparations 
were made to storm the intrenchments, when the display of a 
white flag from the fort, followed by others from different 
parts of the works, made them pause. Before going to 
another part of the field, where great deeds were done, we 
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pause for a moment to say, this movement of Wallace must 
be regarded as having a decided bearing upon the result. 

And now let ns return to the left wing. Smith had received 
orders to attack the intrenchments directly in front of the 
fort TTia plan was to carry their outer works at the point of 
the bayonet, then to bring up his batteries, and sweep the in- 
terior crest, and then to assatdt and carry the fort. This 
was the grand stroke of the battle ; it would relieve our right, 
and, if soccessfiol, would insure the capture. Grant had also 
requested Foote to cause the gunboats to make their appear* 
ance again, even if they did not go, into action. Two were 
accordingly sent up. 
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Wallace was already on his war-path, as we have just de- 
scribed, when General Smith organized his column 6i attack. 
Cook's brigade is posted on his left, and is designed to make 
a feint upon the work. Cavender's heavy guns are posted in 
rear to the right and left, having a cross-fire upon the in- 
trenchments, and also playing upon the fort ; but the attack- 
ing force — ^the forlorn hope — ^is Lauman's brigade, formed in 
close column of regiments, and composed of the Second Iowa, 
the Fifty-second Indiana (temporarily attached), the Twenty- 
fifth Indiana, Seventh Iowa, and Fourteenth Iowa. 

Cook's feigned attack is already begqn; Cavender's guns 
are thundering away. It is nearly sunset, when Smith, hear-r 
ing Wallace's guns far to the right, puts himseU at the head 
of Lauman's brigade, and climbing the steep lull-side, bursts 
npon the ridge on which the enemy has constructed his onter 
works. Before advancing, and when the force was just in read- 
iness to move. Smith had ridden along the line, and in fe-^ 
but emphatic words had told them the duty they were to per- 
form. He said that he wotdd lead them, and that the pits 
must be taken by the bayonet alone. Perhaps during the 
whole war, full as it is of brilliant actions, ^ere is none more 
striking than this charge. 

At the given signal, the lines are put in motion, Smith rid- 
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ing in adyance, with tlie color-bearer alongside of him ; uis 
commanding figure, gray hair, and haughty contempt of dan- 
ger, acting upon his men like the white plume of Nayarre at 
Ivry.. Not far has he moved before his ffont line is swept by 
the enemy's artillery with murderous effect. Hia men waver 
for a moment, but their, general, sublime in his valor, reminds 
tnem, in caustic words, that while he, as an old regular, is in Hn 
line of his professional duty,.this is what they have vdCunteerai 
to do. With oaths and urgency, his hat waving upon the point 
of his sword, by the splendor of his example he leads them on 
through this valley of death, up the slope, through the abatis, 
up to the intrenchment — and over. With a thousand shouts, 
they plant their standards on the captured works, and pour in 
volley after volley, before which the rebels fly in precipitate 
terror. Battery after battery is brought forward. Stone's ar- 
riving first, and then a direct and enfiladiug fire is poured 
upon the flanks and faces of the work. Four hundred of 
Smith's gallant column have fallen, but the charge is decisive. 
Grant's tactics and Smith's splendid valor have won the 
day. 

For thus the matter stands : Wallace has held his advanced 
groimd, and is now informed of Smith's success. At all poiiits 
the rebels are driven back, and at two, their advanced iiv- 
trenchments are occupied or commanded. How different 
from the aspect of thiags in the momiug, when Pillow had 
telegraphed to Nashville that he had won the day ! And yet 
there was a logical connection between the morning and the 
evening. They formed but parts of a concerted whole, of a 
plan not intelligible to the division commanders, who had 
not been able, like General Grant, to appreciate the wliole 
field, and to sum the varied issues of the battle. To most of 
the subordinate commanders, and certainly to the greater 
number of the men, up to the decisive moment, the enemy 
seemed to have a great and growing advantage ; but to Grant 
it was not so. The very vigor of the enemy's attack was a 
surge which he was sure would soon find its refluenee ; and, 
bv their massing of troops on our right and centre, Grant's 
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comiter movement, conducted by Smith, was rendered feasible, ' 
and the result sure. Thus when night fell, on the 15th, the 
victory was certain. Holding the advanced points thus se- 
cured, and re-enforcing them strongly. Grant only awaited the 
morning to storm the work. 

During that cold night, for the most part without food, and 
entirely without fire, our devoted men awaited the dawn with 
unabated ardor. Success had inspired enthusiasm; and the 
promise of complete victory in the mormng compensated for* 
{heir physical suflferings. They woxdd have fought the next 
day with irresistible ardor. 

But if our men were now exultant, the tables were com- 
pletely turned; the rebels were completely disheartened; the' 
officers more so than the men, and the generals more so than 
their subordinates. It is a sorry chapter in the history of 
war. They no longer thought of fighting, but of escape or 
surrender. Again a council of war was called that night at 
General Floyd's headquarters, and in it was displayed a scene 
Tvhich no soldier likes to portray, even if his enemy be {he 
dramatis personce — a scene in which imbecility, ignorance, and 
cowardice played the prominent parts. ASnid much crimina- 
tion and recrimination, one opinion seemed to have a large 
majority in its favor : the army must escape, or the place and 
its garrison be surrendered. Koyd, in great terror, lest after 
Lis treason and embezzlements while United States se^cretary 
of war, he should -come into our hands and meet with sum- 
mary retribution, in the clutches of a furious soldiery, 
declared that Jie would not fall into our power; that 
he would sooner die than surrender. He seems to have 
had little concern for the army, but partly perhaps from 
qualms of conscience, and partly that he wanted a large 
escort, he proposed to cut his way out with his own brigade 
of Virginia troops — a nice illustration of the State-rights' 
l>rinciple, which even the Confederates did not* appreciate. 

Pillow, par rvobU/^frairmriy second in command, emulated the 
virtues of his chief. Vain, foolish, ignorant, during the Mexi- 
can War, this was liis Confederate cowp d'eaaai, and he did not 
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'disappoint his old acquaintances. , He displayed a similar want 
of military aavoir and principle. 

It is true, as might be expected, that there is some casuistry 
in his report, to show that he wanted to fight longer ; and it 
is equally true, that after he had wi^tten his report, lest Che 
world should not believe him, he did a thing unheard of be- 
fore, he got the affidavits of his aids, and other officers, that 
what he had said was true — sharp practice, which he brought 
-with him from his la^eyer's desk. 

It is also true, that when the noble pair had completed their 
arrangements for flight. Pillow told Floyd, not without some 
chuckling, that there were no two men in the Confederacy the 
Federals would rather get into their hands ; whereas, in real- 
ity, there were no two more anxious to keep out of them. 

All this is very sickening ; it savors of low comedy of the 
lowest type. We now turn to Buckner, the third in rank, and 
the only one of the three having any pretensions to soldier- 
ship. He at least was a soldier ; and because of this, he was 
to be made the scapegoat, and to suffer, in part at least, a 
vicarious confinement at Fort. Warren, ffis West Point ante- 
cedents compelled him to remain and surrender the now tho- 
roughly demoralized forces ; and if he could not avert, at least 
to share their fate. In the entire record of the war there is 
no meaner page than this. Floyd made over the command, to 
Pillow ; who, like a player at cards, " promptly passed it" to 
Buckner ; and then these two men, who had before disgraced 
the name of American, now disgraced the name of soldier, by 
deserting their post and their soldiers, and sneaking away un- 
der cover of night. In order to join and aid Floyd, as Buck- 
ner thought. Colonel Forrest was ordered to cut his way out 
with the cavalry ; but Floyd, embarking such portion of the 
Virginia brigade as he could hastily collect, upon two small 
steamers, at the Dover landing, under cover of a guard to 
check the frantic attempts of others to get on board, and amid 
the execrations and hisses of thousands collected on the wharf, 
pushed off and fled to Nashville I Pillow escaped on a hand- 
flat, and Forrest, with one thousand cavalry, waded over to the 
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south of the forL We wonder greatly that a man of the soldier^ 
ly character of Albert Sidney Johnston should haye stooped to 
whitewash them, by declaring that, although ^' the command 
was irregularly transferred," it was " not apparently to avoid 
any just responsibility, or from any personal or moral intre- 
pidity." That not must have given him some trouble to write. 
Buckner's course was soon taken ; indeed his troops were 
in such confusion that no other was left him. At the earliest 
dawn he sent a bugler to sound a parley, and with him an of-;- 
ficer bearing a, white flag. Dimly discerned in the twilight, 
and challenged by the picket, the ofiGlcer announced himself as 
the bearer of a letter from Buckner to (General Grant. The 
letter was at once taken to the headquarters. A white flag 
displayed upon the fort at the same time, informed the army 
that a capitulation was proposed. Buckner's letter^ asked for 
the appointment of commissioners to settle upon terms of ca- 
pitidation, to which end he requested an armistice till noon. 
Grant read the letter, and without a moment's hesitation 
penned a reply which has become historic.t " No terms,"- he 
wrote, " other than an unconditional and immediate surren- 
der can be accepted. I propose to move immediately upon 
your works." 

♦ HsADQUAitnuu, Fort Donelson, February 16, 1862. 
Sm — ^In oonsideratioii of aU the circumstances governing the present situa- 
tion of affairs at this station, I propose to the commanding officer of the Fed- 
eral forces the appointment of commissioners to agree upon terms of capitula- 
tion of the forces and fort under my command, and in tliat view suggest an 
■rmiatice until twelve o'clock to^ay. 

I am &T, very respectfally, your obedient servant^ 

S. B. BucKNSB, Brigadier-General C. 8. A. 

t HXADQUABTVBS AkXT DT TBS FiBLD, 

Camp near Donelsou, Feb. 16, 1862. 

To Gebteral S. B. Bucknsb, Oanfederate Army : 

Yours of this date, proposing an armistice and appointment of oomnussionerB 
to settle terms of capitulation, is just recdved. No terms other than an uneon- 
dUional and immediate mrrtnder can he accepted, 1 propoee to move immedi' 
ddn upon yew vwrke. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. QBA27T, Brigadier-General U. S. A., oommanding. 
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If we do make some allowance for Buckner's chagrin, it 
would be hard to paUiate the unmihtar j character of his re- 
ply to Grant's note.* "Why should " the brilliant sncoess of 
the Confederate arms yesterday" affect Orant, except to make 
h\m the more strenuous to give them no further chance ? In 
what respect were his terms " ungenerou^and unchivahrous ?" 
They were rebeld in arms ; he had come there to destroy them, 
and to occupy their works ; and, besides, Buckner's immediate 
acceptance of the terms proposed was strangely inconsistent 
with the charge against Grant. The surrender was immediate 
and unconditionaL . The work was given up, with thirteen 
thousand five hundred men as prisoners of war, three thou- 
sand horses, forty-eight field-pieces, seventeen heavy guns, 
. twenty thousand muskets, and an immense quantity of stores.t 
Two regiments of Tennessee troops, numbering fourteen hun- 
dred and seventy-five, came up to re-enforce Donelson on the 
day after the capitulation, and were taken prisoners, greatly 
to their surprise. This is in itself a comment upon the dis- 
graceful character of the capitulation. It took the Confed- 
eracy by surprise. 

Thus the rupture of the rebel strategic ]inB was completed, 
and the Cumberland and Tennessee opened to our armies. 
Thus, moreover, in the midst of our disasters, delays, incerti- 
tude, and imbecility, we had at length a bright prospect of a 



* FXBBUABT, 16, 1862. 

To Brigabier-Genebal U. S. Grant, U. S. A. : 

Sir — The distribution of the forces upder my command, incident to an unex 

pectcd change of commanders, and the overwhelming force nnder yotir com 

mand, compel me, notwithstanding the brilliant success of the Confederate 

arms yesterday, to accept the ungenerous and unchivalrous terms whieh you 

propose. 

I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 

S. B. BnCKNEB, Brigadier-General C. S. A. 

f We quote the number from Pollard, who seems, however, to have forgot- 
ten that he had said before in his narrative that they had only thirteen thou- 
sand troops in all. What account does he make of the losses in battle, and of 
those who fled with Floyd and Forrest 7 
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commander, only as yet a snbordinate, indeed, but one who 
could both plan and fight ; and who, when others should fail, 
might be reUed on, as he has since proved himself the hope 
of the army, and the prop of the country. It was proved, 
also, that our troops were possessed of yalor, dash, and forti- 
tude. " For four successive nights, without shelter, during 
the most inclement weather known in that latitude, they had 
faced an enemy in large force, in a position chosen by him- 
self," and had " secured the greatest number of prisoners of 
war (up to that time) ever taken in battle on this continent." 
These are the words of General Grant's order announcing the 
victory. The confession of the rebels is no less strong. " The 
display of courage," saysTollard, " on the part of the Federal 
koops was unquestionable, . . . and many of our officers 
did not hesitate to express the opinion that the Western 
iroops, particxdarly from Southern Blinois, ' Miimesota, and 
[owa, were as good fighting material as there was to be 
iound on the continent."* We are content, although he 
vents his spleen in the same paragraph against the Eastern 
troops. 

We regret, even in an abstract military point of view, not 
to be able to return his compliment. The comments of mili- 
tary, criticism must be entirely unfavorable to the Confederate 
army in this series of actions. When Grant first accosted the 
work, he was in weaker force than they absolutely,- and emi- 
nently so when we consider the proportion established by 
military science between an army holding strong works and a 
force of besiegers. 

It is no after-thought, based upon later knowledge, which 
leads us to say that they should have gone forth to meet his 
advancing column from Fort Henry, and delivered a fierce 
battle, so as, at least, to cripple him, and keep him for a time' 
from coming to the siege. Secondly : when he had come up, 
with Smith and McClemand alone, they should have salhed 
from the entire line of their intrenchments, and driven him 

• Pollard, First Year, 246. 
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back ; not waiting for Wallace to come up and re-enforce Mm. 
And finally, egren after the defection of Floyd and Pillow, 
Buckner ohotdd have fought to the last. His thirteen thou- 
sand men, with the re-enforcements that were coming, should 
surely have held that army at bay, or, at least, have made a 
more yaUant fight before surrender. But the nuyrale in war, 
Uke the imagination of man, scorns all rules ; and Buckner's 
conduct, which he defends on the score of humanity, — declar- 
ing that three-fourths of his army wotdd be cut to pieces if he 
should attempt to evacuate, — is only really exphcable if we 
believe that his men, deserted by their commanders, would 
not fight, and that numbers, had they been doubled, were 
utterly valueless in such a case. We have a better opinion of 
Buckner than to be content with his own excuse ; if his men 
would have fought, Buckner would have led them : there was 
no more fight in them. 

The news of the Fort Donelson victory — anxiously hoped 
for, though but tremblingly expected — ^flashed in telegraphic 
lightnings over the land,* and intoxicated the loyal but almost 
despairing people with joy. The great cities were illuminated, 
in public buildings and private residences alike ; and waving 
flags from every house attested the almost universal senti- 
ment. National salutes echoed to each other from cities; and 
forts, and armies ; Grant's name was on every lip ; and the 
least the Government could do it did, by making him a Major- 
General of Volunteers, to date from the day of the surrender. 



♦ Caibo, February 17, 1868. 
To MajobtQenbral McClellan : 

Th4 Union flag floats of>er Fort Donehon. The Carondelet, Captain Walke^ 
brings the glorious intelligence. 

The fort sorrenderod at nine o'clock yesterday (Sunday) morning. Qeneral 
Buckner and about fifteen thousand prisoners, and a large amount of material 
of war, are the trophies of the victory. Loss heavy on both sides. 

Floyd, the thief, stole away during the night previous with five thousand 
men, and is denounced by the rebels as a traitor. I am happy to inform you 
that flag-officer Foote, though sufferiiig with his foot, with the noble charao- 
teristic of our navy, notwithstanding his disability, will take up immediately 
two gunboats, and with the eight mortar-boats, which he will overtake, wiU 
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Bis order tells the story remarkably welL^ He was to move 
forward without delay to still greater triumphs. 

Without the slightest disparagement to any of the brave 
commanders in that sie^e, it is our duty and our pleasure to 
make especial mention of him who, next to General Grant, was 
the hero of Fort Donelson — General Charles Ferguson Smith, 
the leader of the assault on the rebel right, which decided tiie 
fortune of the day. 

It is the more his due, because this gallant, veteran soldiez 
died soon after, at the opening of a new and what promised 
to be a most briUiant chapter in his life ; and, in watching the 
progress of our Uving heroes, it is the tendency of human 
nature to forget the honor due the dead. The more perfect 

make an immediate attack on Glarksville, if tlie state of the weather will per- 
mit. We are now firing a national salate firom Fort Cairo, General Grant's 
late post, in honor of the gloriooB achieTement. 

[Signed] * Geo. W. Cullum, 

Brig.-Gen. Vols, and U. S. A., and Chief of Staff and Engineers. 

• Gbotebal Obdebs, No. 2. 

HXADQUARTXBa BiSTBIOT OT WssT TxmnESflBs, 
FoBT DoNBLSow, Febrtmry 17, 1862. 

The general commanding takes great pleasure in congratulating the troops 
of this command for the triumph over rebellion, gained bj their valor, on the 
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth instant. 

For four successive nights, without shelter, during the most inclement 
jweather known In this latitude, they faced, an enemj in large force, in a posi- 
tion chosen by himself, Though strongly fortified by nature, all the additional 
safeguards suggested by science were added. Without a murmur this was 
borne, prepared at all times to receive an attack, and, with continuous skir- 
mishing by day, resulting ultimately in forcing the enemy to surrender with- 
out conditions. 

The victory achieved is not only ^reat in the efiect it will have in breaking 
down rebellion, but has Sbcured the greatest number of prisoners of war ever 
taken in any battle on this conthient. ^ 

Fort Donelson will hereafter be marked in caintals on the map of our 
united country, and the men who fought the battle will live in the memory of 
a grateful peopla 

By Older, 

U. 8. QJULST, Brig.-Qen. commanding. 
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bean ideal of a soldier never existed in any army Qxan was 
General Smith. We do not design to give a record of his life, 
nor to pen an adequate enloginm. 

The son of a surgeon in the army, he was early imbned vsith 
the military spirit. He graduated at the Military Academy 
in 1825 ; and from 1829 to 1842 he was on dnjy there as 
assistant instructor of tactics, £uijutant, and finally as com- 
mandant of cadets. The author's recollection of him as com- 
mandant is of a model soldier — a daily example to the cadets 
of splendid dignity, great manliness, and magnificent personal 
appearance. We aU feared him, but thoroughly respected 
him ; and we believe no commandant ever accomplished as 
much for the disciphne of the corps as he did. He was one 
of the marked men in the army. No one was astonished at 
his E^lendid conduct in Mexica In the battles of the valley, 
he commanded a light battalion of picked men ; and he was 
so distinguished that he received three brevets— as major, 
lieutenant-colonel, and coloneL 

At the outbreak of the rebellion he fell, for a short time, 
under the displeasure of the Ck>venmient, for reasons never 
divulged, and was not made a brigadier-general until August, 
1861*; but, opportunity once^offered him, the beauty and valor 
of his charge at Donelson, under the discriminatmg eye of 
Grant, who had formerly been his pupil, won for him imme- 
diately an appointment as major-general 

Pending the battle of Httsburg Landing, he was lying sick 
at Savannah, Tennessee, where he died on the 25th of ApriL 
An accomplished general ; a superb soldier ; a dignified and 
punctiliously honorable gentleman ; a splendid specimen of a 
man ; — such is an epitome of his record, made with melan- 
choly but grateful pleasure by one of his admiring pupils, who 
owes to his instruction far moi^e than such a slight acknow- 
ledgment ^an repay. 



Note. — ^Notwithstanding the bitter rebel spirit which pervades PoUard's 
work, I desire to say that it is, in many cases, very fjedr and just. He certainly 
is not afraid to criticise his own people ; and in his " Chronology of the War, 
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he always calk a Confederate defeat Ij its right name— eddom inadvertenUy 
naming it a vietoiy. 

I have waded with patience and weariness thiongh the shallow and torbid 
waters of the official Confederate reports, finding little that is worth reprodu- 
cing in the narrative. Those of Fiojd and Pillow are examples of special plead- 
ing to cover their base desertion. That of Buckner is a sijcdnct account of his 
straits ; not without sneers^ both designed and nnconscions, at his superiors, 
who, when they had surrendered the command, asked to be permitted to with- 
draw their troops. The most useful is that of lieutenant-Colonel Gilmer, late an 
officer of our engineers, and chief-engineer of Johnston's rebel army, — ^from 
which I have taken some details as authentic. The report of Major William 
Brown, of the Twentieth Ifississippi, is the boldest in the denundation of 
" BeoiorsL who endeavor to escape by throwing the reeponsibUity upon Juniors." 



» . 
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CHAPTEE Vin, 

PBEPABATIONS FOB A NEW ADVANCE. 

HBASr't SHULBOID OOiOLLSD. — GXMZBAI. BuXLL OO-OFEBATES WITH HaIXIOK. — ^Al>- 
MIKiaTRATIOH.— DlBOIPLnni, JUflTIOB, Ht«ANlTT. — NaBHTXIXX FALLS. — SUBPBISB OF 
TBS FXOFLX. — A. S. JOBB8TOK BXTIBES TO MuBFBXX8BOBO\ — TbE A8CXST OF TBB 
TSBBBSSKX. — COBIHTH TBBXATXNXD. — ISLABD No. 10 — SXALS TBB BHTEB,— TbB 
POSITION DX80BIBXD. — POPX TAKES NeW MaDBID. — GXNEBAL MaCKALL AND THE 

Amebioan Thebmopyl^.-vSohut^eb Hamilton's oanal. — ^Thb oaptube and 

BOUT. 

Grant's sphere of action was at once enlarged. By an 
order of General Halleck, bearing date of February li, 1862, 
he had been assigned to the new district of West Tennessee, 
embracing the territory from Cairo, between the Mississippi 
and Cumberland rivers, to Jhe Mississippi border, with his 
headquarters in tfre field. Moving his army by the west bank 
of the Cumberland, he co-operated with the gunboats in their 
ascent of the river, under Commodore Foote. 

When General Halleck had been assigned, in the November 
preceding, to the Department of the Missouri, the Department 
of the Ohio had been confided to Brigadier-General Don 
Carlos !6uell. His command comprised the States^ of Ohio, 
Michigan, Indiana, that portion of Kentucky east of the 
Cumberland, and the State of Tennessee. Portions of these 
two armies, thus divided by the Cumberland, were soon to 
come together, and form a combination against the enemy. 
In the meah time, however, Clarksyille, on the east bank of 
the Cumberland, was evacuated by the enemy, and occupied 
by our forces on the 20th of February, — ^large quantities of 
stores being found there. * The gunlAats were then pushed on 
towio^ds Nashville. The rebels were, in great haste, seeking a 
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new line ; and it was of vast importance so to hurry them, 
that they should find this a difficult or troublesome task. 

Grant's admiidstration of his new district was energetic, 
and his preparations for a new advance were rapidly made. 
He established martial law over West Tennessee ; and ordered 
that ^' Tennessee, by her rebellion, having ignored all laws of 
the United States, no courts will be allowed to act under 
State authority ; but aJl cases coming within reach of the mil- 
itary arm will be adjudicated by the authorities the Govern- 
znent has established within the State." To guard agaiost all 
Ucense in the conduct of his troops, he republished General 
Halleck's order, that they should "let no excesses on their 
part tarnish the glory of their army." The course of justice 
was tempered with humanity ; and when it was necessary to 
take supplies and subsistence for his troops from citizens, he 
ordered that the demands should be as light as possible, — so 
distributed as to produce no distress, and in every case re- 
ceipted for. Justice and consideration to citizens not iu arms, 
and succor to the poor, when oppressed by Union men or 
rebels, have always been his rule, — a course of action prompted 
by priQciple, and never intermitted on account of public 
opinion or poUtical pressur^^iy 

Nashville, where Johnston had only remained to await the 
ifisue o£ the fighting at Donelson, was abandoned as soon as 
that fortress fell, and was occupied on Sunday evening, t'eb- 
ruary 23d, by Colonel Kennet, of the Fourth Ohio cavalry, of 
General O. M. Mitchell's division.* On the 3d of March, Co- 
lumbus, the second Gibraltar of the West (Bowling Green was 
the first, and Yicksburg was to be the third), fell before the 
strategy of Halleck and Buell, and the splendid battle tactics 
of Grant. Fort Henry was the first act in the process of 
destruction^: Fort Donelson dealt an additional blow to the 
tottering ruin. . 

The fall of Nashville was a terrible blow. The rebel his- 



* The ioirender is publicly believed to have been made to General Nelson, 
boi that offioer did not arrive with his diTisLon nntU three days after. 
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torian compares the effect to the shock of an earthqaake, 
when the congregations in the churches heard that the Fed* 
erals were coming.* The people had been entirely deceiyed, 
or lulled into secnriiy. No one anticipate^ sach a fate. 

Johnston moved with his main body to Mnr&eesboro', lear- 
ing to Moyd and Forrest (who had just '^ retreated'* from 
Donelson) the duty of removing or dlBstroying the supplies ; 
while a mob, ravenous for spoils, ** secured and secreted gov- 
ernment stores enough to open rei^ectable groceries." The 
evacuation of Columbus, also, was a great blow to them, and 
a great acquisition to us ; but it was a military necessity — a 
sequence in the inexorable logic of the war. The works 
were of immense strength, consisting of tier on tier of bat- 
teries on the river-front, and a strong parapet and ditch, 
crossed by a thick abatis, on the land side,t and a vast chain, 
to stop the passage of the Mississippi ''* 

The fleet was now withdrawn down the Cumberland, and a 
portion of it sent up the Tennessee, over the ground already 
so adventurously recoimoitred by the expedition of lieutenant- 
Commander Phelps. That river General HaUeck designed to 
be a most important line of operations for Grant's army ; and 
Grant was putting out his antennae to feel his way to the ter- 
rible battie-field of .Pittsburg Landing. Making his temporary 
headquarters at Fort Henry, — where, indeed, he was detained 
by department orders, for causes not publicly divulged^-^he 
b^an a new organization of his forces, for this still more 
difficult campaign. The troops, as they came up from every 
direction, were pushed forward as rapidly as possible, under 
G^eral C. F. Smith, to Savannah, about twenty miles from 
the Mississippi line, and to other adjacent points ; and as they 
moved forward, it was evident to the Confederates that their 
great route of communication from east to west, by the Mem- 
phis and Charleston Bailroad, was threatened. This road 
crosses the Mobile and Ohio Bailroad at the little village of 
Corinth ; and the junction there was seen at a glance, by the 



* PoUud, Fixst Tear of the Wax, p. 246. f ^^^enend Cnllni&'B dispatdi. 

X See note at end of the cbapter. 
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generals of both armies, to be a point of great strategio 
importance. Grant was marclung down to attack or €ank it, 
and cnt the raibx>ad ; and the rebels, with wise foresight, and 
praiseworthy yalor, — a different spirit from that displayed at 
Fort Henry and Fort Donelson,— determined to hazard a 
battle, and strike a stunning blow in its defence, at some dis- 
tance north of it, on the Tennessee. For once they had good 
generals — '* foemen worthy the steel" of Grant — ^men who, in a 
just cause, would have gained immortal renown. 

ISLAND NO. 10. 

Before, however, attempting a delineation of the great 
battle of Pittsburg Landing, we must return for a brief space 
to the Mississippi Biver, which, haying been for a time effect- 
ually barred by the fortifications of Ciolumbus, needed a new 
seal and barrier, when, on the 3d of March, those works were 
dismantled and abandoned by General Polk. That fiery pre- 
late had been directed to " select a defensive position below ;" 
and, moving his forces to the river, had, by the aid of his en- 
gineers, arranged strong defences at Island No. 10, the main 
land in Madrid bend, and at the town of New Madrid.* 

This was part of a concerted plan ; Johnston was moving' 
southward by the left bank of the Tennessee to defend. Mem- 
phis, where strong works were erected. Vicksburg, with its 
river-knot in front, was strong by nature, and also fortified by 
the engineer's art. New Orleans was, to all seeming, in rebel 
possession until '^ the crack of doom," and the forts below it 
seemed to preclude approach from the Gulf. 

Among the most loyal men there were many who doubted 
the practicability of clearing the Mississippi ; and untU that 
should be done, all doubted the downfall of the rebellion. 
The Father of Waters had submitted to the rebel chain, and 
there was no patriot sword or battle-axe which could strike off 



* The principal ifilaads in the MlssLsBlppi, beginning just below the month 
ot the Ohio, ue nmnbeied down the river. Island No. J. lies jnst below Oniia 
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the ^(Hniraed links. It was a gigantic task, for whicli neiiher 
workman nor implements seemed to have been yet fonnd. 

Island No. 10 is about forty-five miles below Columbus. It 
lies nearly in mid-cliannel, and is about a mile long and a half 
mile in breadth at its widest part. Its armament consisted 
principally of four heavy batteries on the island, sweeping the 
main channel, and seven on the Kentucky and Tennessee 
shores, most of the guns having been brought from Colum- 
bus. To define its situation a litUe more clearly, the river, 
which above it flows westward, makes a bend to the south ; 
then to the west and north, in which is the island ; and again, 
eight miles below, a turn to the south, on which, upon the 
right bank, is New Madrid. Point Pleasant is a village on 
the right bank, about ten miles below New Madrid ; while Tip- 
tonville is on the opposite bank, a short distance below Point 
Pleasani The double bend, in the form of an irregular and 
inverted S, with the island and the town at the extreme points, 
with peninsulas thus formed, cutting off in the one case nine 
miles^ and in the other twenty, seems exactly formed to take 
the eye of the strategist and engineer. 

The works on the island, and the supporting batteries on 
the left bank, having been completed, the old Pelican dock of. 
New Orleans was brought up, armored, and converted into a 
floating battery ; the rebel gunboats nestled under the bat- 
teries ; forts were erected at New Madrid, and the entire de- 
fences of Island No. 10 were declared to be very strong — at 
least, a sort of semi-Gibraltar. 

It mattered little to the Confederacy that General John 
Pope was dispatched against them ; and, even when he had 
captured Point Pleasant, they felt little concern. They w^e 
stiU more exultant when the nine hours' bombardment by Flag- 
Officer Foote failed of results. He had, in order to test the 
strength of the works, moved down with a fleet, consisting of 
five gunboats and four mortar-boats, from Hickman, tvrenty 
miles above, and his bombardment had seemed to produce no 
effect. 

Pope's first essay was to take New Madrid ; lind this he sue- 
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ceeded in doing, notwithstanding the efforts of Commodore 
Hollins with the rebel gonboats to prevent him. Thus, while 
Foote was coming down to try the defences above, he received 
information from Pope that, under fire of his siege-gons, the 
enemy had evacuated the town, that the river was closed be- 
low, and that there was no escape for the garrison by water. 
The first act was done, and well done. 

But, although shut up by water, the garrison was strong, 
the works numerous and powerful, and the island would seal 
the river for us, until they should be reduced. 

The rebel force consisted of about eight thousand men, 
commanded by Brigadier-General W. W. Mackall, who had 
assumed command on the 5th of March, — so much a stranger 
to his own troops, that he deemed it necessary to rest his 
merits in their eyes upon the fact that he was " a general 
made by Bragg and Beauregard." He was a graduate of West 
Poiut, and, as an assistant adjutant-general in our service, 
had been esteemed a good officer ; but he promised too much 
at the island, and failed. His promises and his energy, how- 
ever, had given new hope to the Confederacy. - They con- 
sidered us checkmated in the river game : at the least, it was 
to be '^ an American Thermopyhe." The rebel generals were 
fond ^ Grecian and Boman precedents, but the comparison 
was never complete. 

Although thus hemmed in by Pope's army on the south, 
and the gunboats on the north, they would, however, have 
kept the river sealed against us for some time, had it not been 
for a plan conceived by General Schuyler Hamilton, who 
commanded a division in Pope's army. 

The overflow in the river-bottom rendered it impossible for 
Pope to march his troops from New Madrid to the vicinity of 
the Union gunboats, and he had no transports to carry them 
across to any point south of the island. Could that passage 
be made, the strong works would be taken in rear by a land 
force, and must fall. . , 

Hamilton'^ suggestion was this : to cut a navigable passage 
across the peninsula above New Madrid, by wliicli to float the 
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transports across. This herculean task was at once executed, 
and with perfect success. 

In nineteen days our army had completed a canal twelre 
miles long, and fifty feet wide, a portion of it through heayj 
timber, which had to be sawed off four and a half feet under 
water by the hand. The work was done under the superin- 
tendence of Colonel J. W. Bissell, with his engineer regiment. 
The passage was pronounced ready, Foote again engaged the 
enemy, and while one gunboat was attracting, or rather dis- 
tracting, the attention of Bucker's Battery, the Carondelet 
slipped past them all, and ran down to New Madrid. This 
was on the night of the 4th of April On the 6th, at 
nightfall, the Pittsburg likewise ran the batteries, not without 
some damage ; and, on the same night, a fleet of steamboats 
and transport barges came through the canal, took on our 
troops at New Madrid, carried them over to the Ten- 
nessee shore, and the impregnable works fell like the 
walls of Jericho. Where now was their boasted strength ? 
Would they immortalize their American Thermopylae ? Alas, 
for their vain-glorying I There was no intrepidity, no 
dignity; the scene was pitiable in the extreme. They 
had shown great skill in putting themselves into traps: 
the attempt to escape was panic, confusion, utter imbe- 
cility. One hundred and twenty-four guns were taken, 
most of them uninjured. The attempt at spiking, by the 
hands of those eager to fly, was an entire failure. Their 
boats, not effectually scuttled, were most of them recovered 
by our men. The floating-battery was true to her name; 
although scuttled, she would not siok, but was found high and 
dry near Point Pleasant, and was immediately put in com- 
mission, as chief of the United States nondescripts. The 
number of prisoners actually accounted for at the surrender 
was not more than three thousand, but hundreds upon hun- 
dreds of starving* wretches wandered among the swamps in 
their efforts to escape, most of whom fell into our hands, and 
were glad at the last to escape starvation on the terms of im- 
prisonment or parole. 
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Again had the soldiers of the Confederacy been dnped by 
their leaders ; again had the people been beguiled into false 
security. A glance at the map will show to any military eye. 
that Island No. 10 was only a temporary expedient. Strong 
as an isolated point, it^conld be flanked, surronnded, perfectly 
invested, and then its very isolation made it a cage. Its fall 
M-as certain ; and the value of their boasted strategy is indi- 
cated, when we remember that Polk eyacaated Columbus on 
the 3d of March ; Mackall took command of the island de- 
f encei^ on the 5th ; and just one day over a month — that is, on 
the 6ih of April— our transports were going down to New 
Madrid. The formal surrender was made on the Sth. 

Although General Grant had no immediate connection with 
these operations, we have dwelt upon them as forming a part 
of the great problem, a knowledge of wliich is needed to en- 
able XU3 to take in the entire scope of action. And now, after 
this glance at the collateral and contemporaneous movementB 
by Pope, let us return to Grant. 

Note.— After the battle of Fort Donelson, Grant had gone (Feb. 26) to Nasli- 
ViBe to confer with Baell. Some malignant persons had reported this to Hat 
leck and to Wfl«hington, and it was made a oanse of complaint against ^<™, 
Add to this, that the state of his command, on account of constant marcfaingH^ 
battles, sickness, detachments, and re-enforcements, made it diflOLcnlt for him 
to report, its exact condition ; for this, &nlt was found with him. He was 
also blamed for letting C. F. Smith go to Nashville with his division. And 
to his utter astonishment, he was, on March 4th, ordered to turn over the 
command of his forces moving, up the Tennessee to 0. F. Smith, while he 
was to remain at Fort Heniy. A correspondence took place between himself 
and Halleck, in which he asked to be relieved entirely from duty— -taking es- 
pecial umbrage at an anonymous letter which had been sent vilifying liinit 
Bat he was restored to duty and full command, and Qeneral Halleck wrote a 
letter to the headquarters of the army removing all misconceptions. He as- 
sumes general command March 14th. 

4* 
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The field of Pittsburg Landing had been selected by Gen- 
eral G. F. Smithy* who had immediate command of the troops 
in the field, and who soon acquired information of the rebel 
designs. It was on the west bank of the Tennessee, and for 
the most part densely wooded with taU trees, and but little 
undergrowth. The landing is immediately flanked on the left 
by a short but precipitous ravine, along which runs the road 
to Corinth. On the right and left, forming a good natural 
flanking arrangement, were Snake and Lick creeks, which 
would compel the attack of the enemy to be made in front. 
The distance between the mouths of these creeks is about two 
and a half miles. The locality was well chosen. The landing 
was protected by -the gunboats Tyler and Lexington. Buell*s 
Army of the Ohio was coming up to re-enforce Grant ; and 
although the river lay in our rear, that was the direction of 
advance. Just at that time it was the b^t possible thing for 
our army to fight a battle, an4 the moral effect of a victory 
would be invaluable to our cause. 

Grant, who arrived at Savannah on the 17th of March, a 
point from which he could best oversee his whole force, keep ac- 

* Shennan's letter to the editor of the United States Service Magazioe, 
January, 1865. 
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<30imt of his re-enforcements, and daily visit his detachments, 
bad placed the five divisions of Prentiss, McClemand, W. H. 
Wallace,* Hurlbut, and Sherman. Lewis Wallace's division 
Tv^as thus disposed : the first brigade at Crump's Landing ; the 
second two miles above it ; the third at Adamsville ; all ready- 
to concentrate and move down to join the main force when- 
ever circumstances should render it necessary. 

Grant's force on the field was thus arranged : Prentiss was 
on the left, about a mile and a half from the landing, facing 
southward ; McClemand at some distance on his right, facing 
southwest ; Sherman at Shiloh Church, on the right of Mc- 
Clemand, and in advance of him ; Hurlbut and Wallace a 
mile in rear of McClemand, in reserve, the former supporting 
the left, and the latter the right wing. The whole force was 
about thirty-eight thousand men. 

To attack and overwhelm Grant's Army of the Tennessee, 
before the Army of the Ohio could arrive, was Beauregard's 
purpose ; for that general had, in his headquarters at Corinth, 
planned the whole movement, and even while Johnston was on 
the field, was looked upon as the leader. By the fall.of John- 
ston, he became also the nominal commander, on the after- 
noon of the first day. 

Beauregard had been very diUgent in coflecting troops from 
every available quarter, and although Grant had assumed the 
offensive, the rebel leader took the initiative in a very hand- 
some manner. Bragg's corps had been brought from Mobile 
and Pensacola ; Polk had come down with the greatei; part of 
his troops from the evacuation of Columbus ; and Johnston had 
brought up his reserve army, which had retreated from Nash- 
ville to Murfreesboro'. These concentrated forces, first hav- 
ing been disposed as an army of observation, along the Mobile 
and Ohio Railroad, from Bethel to Corinth, and along the 
Memphis and Charleston Bailroad, from Corinth to luka, were 
now informed of the work before them. 



* Owing to Smith's severe sickness, and McCleinand's dissatisfiACtion at being 
commanded by a jtmior, Qrant assumed the immediaU oonunand of the expo- 
ditiOD, Maich 81. 
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What Beauregard hoped to effect, we can only now conjec- 
ture. His report, made after his discomfiture, declares— 
Credat Jitdceus — that it was only to stun our army, take onr 
stores, and then return to Corinth. 

The advance of the rebels was not without some premoni- 
tions. There was slight skirmishing at Crump's Landing, on 
the 2d of April, and on the 4th a grand reconnoissance of onr 
position was made, from which, however, they rapidly retired. 
It was then known also that Beauregard expected to be re- 
enforced by the trans-Mississippi armies of Price and Van 
Dom.,. 

On tne 3d of April, General A. S. Johnston, their ostensible 
commander-in-chief, issued a stirring proclamation to the 
" Army of the Mississippi,"* and the march was begun. The 
rebel force thus set in motion, with high hopes and 6verween- 
ing fancies, was composed of the army corps of W. J. Hardee, 
Braxton Bragg, Leonidas Polk, and the reserves under Breck- 
inridge. 

Hardee's corps was in front, and contained the divisions of 
Hindman, Cleburne, and Wood ; Bragg had two divisions, those 
of Buggies and Withers ; Polk had two, Clark's and Cheat- 
ham's ; Breckinridge's reserves were composed of the brigades 
of Trabue, Bowen, and Statham. 



* SoiiDXIEBS OF THB ABICT OF THB MlBSISfinn : 

I hftve pat you in motion to offer battle to the invadeni of joai oonntiy, with 
the lesolation, and discipline, and valor becoming men, fighting, as jonare, for 
all worth living or dying for. You can but march to a decisiye victoiy over 
agrarian mercenaries, sent to subjugate and despoil 70a of your liberties^ 
property, and honor. 

Remember the precious stake involved ; remember the dependenoe of your 
mothers^ your wives, your sisters, and your children, on the result. Remember 
the £Bdr, broad, abounding lands, the happy homes, that wiU be desolated "by 
your defeat. The eyes and hopes of eight millions of people rest upon you. 
Tou are expected to show yourselves worthy of your valor and ooumge, worthy 
of the women of the South, whose noble devotion in this "^ar has never been 
exceeded4n any time. With such incentives to brave deeds, and with trust 
that God is with us^ your general will lead you confidently to the combat^ a» 
suxed of success. 

By order of • Grneeal A. S. Johitbton, commanding. 
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On Friday, the 4th, five days' rations had been.issned, — ^they 
expected to have later issues from our stores, which they were 
going to capture.. The rebel march was along the numerous 
narrow and heavy roads which converge towards the landing. 
They were unencumbered and light, but it rained very heavily, 
and they were not able to get into position in our front untH 
Saturday night ; and then so weary and worn, that they were 
in no condition to attack without a night's rest. The great 
armies being now fairly in coi^tact, the men lay down to their 
rest in silence. Those nearest our lines \^ere allowed no fires, 
and there were no sounds of drums or bugles which should 
disclose to us their position or their strength. Beauregard, 
weak from recent sickness, is the oracle of the more distant 
camp-fire at his headquarters ; he completes his dispositions, 
and gives to his commanders their orders for the morrow. 
He declares, that the next night they would sleep in our 
camps, which they did; but if we may believe the current 
report of the time, he also said, that the next day he would 
water 6is horse in the Tennessee or in h — ^11. Fortunately — 
and perhaps unfortunately — ^he was enabled to do neither. 

But, it must be confessed, his plans were well conceived. 
Through spies, residents of the country, he had an intimate 
knowledge of the position and composition of Grant's army. 
He was in great hopes that Buell would not' arrive in time to 
aid our forces; and stealing upon us, to some extent una- 
wares, he and his generals were in admirable spirits ; and 
there was not one in that informal council, who did not feel 
sure of an easy and complete victory on the morrow. 

THE BATTLE. 

The. morning of the 6th rose bright and clear — a lovely 
spring day. By three o'clock the rebel army had breakfasted, 
laid aside their knapsacks, and stripped to the bloody work. 
Portions of the Union army were still wrapped in the most 
profound slumber; others, nearer the enemy, were making 
lazy preparation for breakfast. Prentiss, warned, indeed, of 



1 
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an unusaal demonfiAration in his front, but by no means sus- 
pecting that forty-five thousand men were about, to spring 
upon him, had not only strengthened his pickets, but had sent 
out Colonel Moore, with five companies, to reconnoitre. The 
attack upon Moore was sudden, and he sent back in haste for 
re-enforcements, while he was falling back. 

The shock had come : it was sudden and stunning. Pren- 
tiss was formed in two brigades. Peabody with the Twenty- 
first Missouri, Sixteenth Wisconsin, and Twelfth Michigan, 
was first to bear the brunt. His second brigade was at the 
landing, but was at 'onc6 hurried up. But it was too late. 
Prentiss was driven back in great confusion : some guns and 
a few prisoners were lost. A glance at the original position 
of Prentiss and Sherman, on the map, shows a wide gap be- 
tween them. Hurlbut is too far in the rear, and McClemand 
too far to the right. Into this gap Hardee pushes vigorously, 
forming the first rebel line, strengthened by Gladden's brigade 
of Wither's division, sent by Bragg; he is almost entirely 
unopposed, and thus he flanks not only the flying regiments 
of Prentiss, but those of Sherman, unless McClemand is 
ready in his support. Prentiss, re-enforced, endeavors to 
rally, but Bragg, whose corps forms the rebel second line, 
sends the rest of Wither's division to re-enforce Hardee ; Chal- 
mers attacks his left, Jackson his right. He is rolled up at botii 
ends. Peabody is killed, and Prentiss and his division again 
driven back in confusion. He fights with varied fortunes dur- 
ing the day ; but, by an overwhelming charge of th^ rebels, is 
cut off from the rest of the army and the landing, and captured, 
with the greater part of his division, late in the afternoon. 

Let us turn to Sherman. His line to the right and rear of 
Sliiloh church was thus formed and arranged : Hildebrand's 
brigade, of three Ohio and one Illinois regiments, was;on the 
left ; Buckland's, of three Ohio regiments, in the centre ; and 
McDowell, with one Ohio, one Illinois, and one Iowa, on the 
right. His artillery, under Captain Taylor, was at the church. 
Sherman's pickets were driven in about sunrise, and his line 
hastily formed. To the men it was something of a surprise. 
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Some ran in confusion, but most df them stood firm, while 
Taylor's gnns opened on the enemy's advance. Here, also, 
the contest was to be for a time unequaL Buggies' division 
of Bragg's corps, with Hodgson's Battery, attacked him in 
front, while Hardee, having routed Prentiss, executed a left 
half-wheel, to flank and envelop Sherman. Buggies' brigades 
Tvere commanded by Gibson, Anderson, and Pond. Sher- 
man's position at the church was on a ridge, and a creek lay 
in front. The first efibrt to stay the rebel tide was a charge 
by Hildebrand, but he was soon compelled to fall back before 
the enemy's numbers and vigor ; and, in spite of our attack, 
the admirable fire of Taylor's guns, the help of McOlernand, 
the splendid gallantry of Sherman, the rebels crossed the 
creek and surged upon our line, and into the gap on Sherman's 
left flank. - Checked again and again by Taylor's fire, the tide 
sweUed on, until at length an enfilading fire on our left com- 
pelled Sherman to fall back, with the loss of three of Water- 
house's guns ; for, while this terrible struggle was going on 
on the l^ft of Sherman, his right and centre were also hotly 
engaged. Buckland and McDowell were sustaining a vigor- 
ous attack from Pond's and Anderson's brigades, which ad- 
vanced with a heavy artillery fire. Thus Sherman'i| flanks 
were rolled back, and he was compelled to take up a new po- 
sition, which, however, he was not permitted to hold long ; 
for Polk, with the third rebel line, had com* up to aid Bragg, 
and they were moving to Sherman's rear, who was thus in 
danger of being cut off from the landing and from the rest of 
the army. Hi s last position was taken up on a ridge, with his 
left flank on a run, covering the bridge across Snake Creek, by 
which he expected the arrival of Lewis Wallace's division. 

In describing so confused a battle, we must not attempt to 
interweave the actions of the various commanders in one nar- 
rative, but to keep each distinct, until, by an array of the facts, 
WQ are able to combine and collate them. Having thus briefly 
disposed of the divisions of Sherman and Prentiss^ and Ifaving 
brought upon the field lihe rebel force, Hardee, Bragg, and 
Polk — all, except Breckinridge's reserves — ^we are now ready 
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to notice the parts played by Hnrlbut, McGlemand, and W« 
H. L. Wallace, both in support of the advanced troops, and 
in separate actions of their own. 

Horlbnt's division was composed of the brigades of Yeatch, 
Williams, and Lauman, and a Ught battery was attached to 
each brigade. Upon the first urgent request of Prentiss, he 
had sent him Yeatch's brigade ; and as that had been unable 
to stem the tide, he formed Williams and Lauman, with bat- 
teries on the right and left, in a cotton-field on the Hamburg 
road, and there awaited the advancing rebels. In came Pren- 
tiss's command in hot haste, and on came Withers, pursuing. 
Meyer's battery, which had be^n placed on the left, was de- 
serted by the gunners, but Prentiss called for volunteers to 
man it, and a dozen men came forward ; they held their posi- 
tion. while IVentiss-s debris were raUying in rear. This was 
the darkest hour, and Hurlbut and Wallace, who had been 
held in reserve, were now to bear flie brunt of the battle. 
Hurlbut and McClemand were slowly pressed back until they 
came upon a line with the camps of Wallace's divisioJi^ Pren- 
tiss was a prisoner, and his division broken up. Sherman 
had been forced back, and Hildebrand's brigade cut to pieces. 
The regiments sent by McClemand to Sherman had been very 
much cut up. Many guns were lost, and the rebels had driven 
our forces a mile,^and were in our camps. 

As far as mathematical statements and Hnes can indicate 
such a confused condition of things, the order at ten o'clock 
was the following : Colonel Stewart, of Sherman's division, who 
had been posted on the Hamburg road in the morning, far to 
the left, and who had held .his position most gallantly against 
the overwhelming numbers of Breckinridge's reserves, had 
been slowly driven back to join Hurlbut's left, in spite of, the 
re-enforcements of McArthur's brigade of Wallace's division. 
Next came Hurlbut, who had posted himself to resist the 
rebel advance ; and behind him were the fugitives of General 
Prentiss. McClemand was on his right and rear ; and Sher- 
man's left in rear of McClemand. 

General William H. X. Wallace fiad sent McArthur's hri- 
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gade to support Stewart, bat it had lost its way, and was 
naable to join Stewart, who had^ as we have seen, been 
obliged to fall back. As it was now manifest that the fury of 
tihe rebel attack was to be directed to our left. General Wal- 
lace inarched his other brigades over to join McArthur, thus 
filling the space so threatened upon Hurlbut's left, and took 
with him three Missouri batteries — Stone'^, Bichardson's, and 
Webber's — all under Major Cavender. Here, from ten o'clock 
tmtil four, this devoted force manfully sustained the terrific 
fire and frequent attack of the continuaUy increasing foe. 
Upon Wallace and Hurlbut the enemy made four separate 
charges, which were splendidly repulsed. At length Hurlbut 
was obliged to fall back, and, their supports all gone, Wallace's 
division were satisfied that they too must retire. To add to the 
disorder, their commander. General Wallace, fell mortally 
wounded, and was carried from the field. The artillery had 
done admirable execution, Stone's Battery, particularly, re- 
treating slowly, and firing continually. 

The rebels had accomplished much, but they were paying 
dear for their experiment. Gladden and Hindman were 
killed ; and at half-past two a minie ball pierced General A. 
S. Johnston's leg, and the wound, though small, was mortal. 
« But they had as»yet far the best of it. We had lost 
Prentiss and thr^e thousand prisoners, and the greater part 
• of our advanced artillery.* The river-banks are swarming 
with fugitives and skulkers, who, when asked why they do not 
rei^^Tthe front, say their regin^ents are cut to pLes. or 
they cannot find them, and who resist all the swearing, coax- 
ing, and storming of the officers sent to bring them back. 
But the action of the day is not yet at an end. The rebels 
have reached the ravine, and, placing their guns in battery, 
they must clear a path for an infantry attack before they can 
drive away our forces, and seize the landing. And now the 
grand opportunity for our artillery, land and naval, has 

* Onlj' the organizations of four regiments were captured, tiz., the Eightit 
Twelfth, and Fonrteenth Iowa, and the Fifty-eighth Dlinois infantry. 
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arrived. Captain Gwin, of the Tyler, sends an officer fb 
General Grant for permission to shell the woods and sweep 
the ravine. He is told to act according to his own judgment ; 
and he does it to good pnfpose* The Tyler and Lexington 
open, and sweep the ravine — enfilading the rebel lines and 
batteries. Colonel Webster, of General Grant's staff, with a 
quick dye and a skilful hand, has placed upon a ridge at the 
landing three thirty-twos and two eight-inch howitzers. Vol- 
unteers are called for to man them, and, to his great honor 
be it said. Dr. Comyn, surgeon of the First Missouri artillery, 
offers his services, and does most excellent duty, cutting out 
work for other surgeons. AU along the crest, our reserve 
artillery, consisting of twenty-fours, tens, and twenties, sixty 
guQS in aU, is placed in position, and the landing is safe be- 
yond any peradventure. 

But our army is exhausted ; the line is reduced to one mile 
in length, in a curve at the landing ; it is a forced concentra- 
tion, but it really consolidates what remain. 

Prentiss and "Wallace's divisions, owing to the loss of 
general officers, are subdivided, and assigned to other divi- 
sions, and all the commands are greatly intermingled. The 
rebels encircle our reduced and crowded line south and west of 
the ravine. They have placed their artillery on the opposite 
crest, and still determine to cross that ravine, seize the road, 
and cut us off from the landing. Vain boast ; if our troops • 
have been worsted, Beauregard is not unscathed. His army 
is badly cut up, and the organizations are very much confused 
and mixed ; and yet he essays the herculean task. , As far as 
we can determine the rebel order now, the corps organization 
is lost; they are fighting by divisions and brigades. Chal- 
mers is on their right, with Breckinridge in rear ; and then 
ranging to the left are Withers, Cheatham, Buggies, Gibson, 
Stewart, Anderson, Stephens, and Pond, much reduced, but 
still ready to fight. 

But this new attack is destined to be a failure. Our artil- 
lery fire from the north crest is continuous and severe ; and 
wherever the smoke and flashes of their guns disclose the 
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rebol positions, ihey are swept by the guns of Gwin and 
Shirk from the boats. At length the rebel column is launched 
forth, consisting of Chalmers and Jackson's brigades; they 
rash down the ravine and up the northern slope ; but a few 
volleys cut them up, and drive them back like sheep. Three 
times they face the horrible fire, and are mowed down by an 
invisible enemy. The tide has turned. It is now nightfall, 
and Beauregard, professing himself satisfied with what he has 
done, and certainly checked in what he is now doing, ignorant 
too of Buell's arrival, determines to leave the finishing touch, 
the final overthrow of Grant's discomfited army, until the 
morning. But at last our men are in a secure position, while 
his are disheartened and demoralized by their last repulse. 
Grant, who had been all day upon the field, anticipating the 
want, by sending up ammunition, had visited Sherman about 
five o'clock, and, yet ignorant of Buell's arrival, had ordered him, 
"with the assistance of Lewis Wallace, who was now crossing 
the Snake Creek bridge, to assume the offensive in the morning. 
Of the movements of General Wallace, it must be said, that 
Grant had expected his appearance earlier upon the field. 
He had been particularly directed to move by the road 
Dearest the river, and parallel to it, until he reached our right 
in rear of the camps of the Second (W. H. L. Wallace's) division, 
and there form in line at right angles with the river. He moved 
at titelve o'clock from a point only four miles and a half dis- 
tant from that to which he was ordered ; but, from some mis- 
conception or misunderstanding of the orders, he pursued a 
road almost at right angles to the ^ne he had been directed 
to take, so that, after marching five miles, when he was over- 
taken by»Colonel Bowley, of General Grant's staff, he was no 
nearer the battle-field than when he started. He marched 
back again to within haK a mile from the point from which 
he started, where he struck the road to Pittsburg Landing, 
which he should have taken at the first. Thus it happened 
that he did not reach the field until after dark. General 
Grant's opinion is, that, had he not been delayed, Pren- 
tiss might have been slEived from capture, and, perhaps, 
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the battle won fiie first day. He had not for a momen 
lost heart, and he has always believed that he could have sac- 
cessfully resisted the rebel army without farther assistance. 

But assurance is now doubly sure ; BueU has arrired, and 
is in person on the field. In the fading light, Nelson's 
division* of his army crosses above the landing, with the in- 
telligence that McCook ^nd Crittenden are coming up the river 
from Savannah. On the right, behind Sherman, Lewis Wal- 
lace, leaying only two regiments at Cramp's Landing, is cross- 
ing the creek with his fresh division by a good bridge, near 
the landuig. The tables are completely turned. Our artil- 
lery and the ganboats, having forced Beauregard to fall back 
for safety, are keeping his wearied troops awake during the 
night. All night long steamers will ply between Savannah 
and Pittsburg, bringing up the divisions of McCook and Crit- 
tenden ; and with the first streak of dawn, we shaU be ready 
for an overwhelming advance. Sherman has already ad- 
vanced to the right and front ; Lewis Wallace files in upon 
his right, and thus the worn-out troops sink into dreamless 
rest. The forest is full of dead and wounded, who cannot 
yet be cared for ; when, to add to the horrors, the woods are 
set on fire. Some of the wounded peiish in thd flames, while 
others are shrieking as the fiery death sweeps upon ihem. 
But, Ihanks be to God, a . sudden April raia-storm quenches 
the fire, and tempers the fever of these helpless men, am rab 
only can. 

MONDAY MOBNING. 

Commqjiders and men on both sides knew thai the dawn 
must bring on the battle again, — a struggle the ijsore bitter, 
because each was determined to assume the offensive, and the 



* General Grant, hearing that Nelson's division had arrived on the night oi 
{he 5th in the vicinity of Savannah, had sent him an order, as early as seven 
o'clock in the morning of the 6th, to move to a point on the river opposite Pitks- 
bnrg Landing ; but, according to his official report, he did not start nntil about 
one o'clock, and did not reach his destinatlost until late in the aitezooosL 
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shock would be like that of mediaeyal knights in mid lists. 
The fresh troops ^ere placed in line as they came upon the 
field, far in advance, upon the ground abandoned by Beaure- 
gard after the failure of his last attack. Nelson was on the 
left ; tten in order Crittenden, McCook, Hurlbut, McClernand, 
Sherman, and Lewis Wallace, — ^the new line on the left nearly 
a mile in advance of our position on Sunday evening. 

Nelson's division contained the brigades of Ammen, Bruce, 
and Hazen ; and Ammen's brigade, which had first arrived, 
had joined in resisting the advance on Sunday evening, when 
they crossed. 

CJrittenden had two brigades — ^Boyle's and W. S. Smith's, 
with Mendenhall's regular battery, and Bartlett's Ohio bat- 
tery. 

McCook had the three brigades of Bousseau, Gibson, and 
Kirk, with the batteries of Stone, Goodspeed, and TerriU. 
iBousseau's brigade was a large one. Colonel Gibson com- 
manded the brigade of E. W. Johnson, who was absent sick. 
Lewis Wallace's division contained the brigades of M. L. 
Smith, Thayer, and Whittlesey. 

The battle began by a determined advance on our left and 
centre; simultaneously with which, Beauregard, having formed 
a strong rear-guard and whipping in aU stragglers, undertook 
a vigorous assault upon our left. He was still deceived into 
the hope that he might capture the landing. The assault 
upon Nelson was tremendous ; but while his troops were 
wavering, in spite of all his efforts, the regular battery of 
Captain Mendenhall, detached by Buell from Crittenden's 
division, came into action, unlimbering at a jump, while the 
rebels were rushing forward, and, by rapid discharges of 
grape and canister, hurled them back. Again and again 
fresh troops were poured upon our left, but only to be driven 
back. At length Hazen's brigade charged, captured a rebel 
battery, and turned it upon the astonished enemy. 

Once more a rebel charge, and Hazen is driven back, when 
Terrill's battery, of McCook's division, being in search of its 
position, is posted by General Buell at ihe contested point 
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He opens with shell from his ten-pounders, and grape and 
canister from his brass twelves, and the brnnt of the battle 
bums low in Nelson's front. Bnell has admirably posted his 
artillery, and the guns have been splendidly served. Nelson 
can move forward. On his right, Crittenden and McCJobk ad- 
vanced abreast, but to meet with a stubborn resistance. 
Throughout the war, as numerous examples could testify, the 
rebel generals always sought to pierce our line at its weakest 
point — at some joint in the armor. It was so now. In the 
slight interval between Crittenden and McCook they endeav- 
ored to force a passage. Bousseau, partially flanked, is driven 
back, but rallies upon the support of Kirk's and Gibson's 
brigades. 

On the right, Sherman and Wallace have advanced with 
ardor to the same ridge occupied by the former on Sunday 
morning. But here again furious battle was to be joined,* for 
the rebels, when satisfied that they could effect nothing on the 
left, had countermarched their troops to try the right once 
more, and the little log church of Shiloh was again to witness 
a desperate struggle. By well-concerted movements, our 
troops are kept well abreast throughout the whole line, and 
when at length a concerted advance was made, in spite of the 
gr^at efforts of the enemy, it was successful. By four o'clock 
the rebel commander had seen the uselessness of further 
effort ; by halt-past five he was in fuU retreat. 

He had failed in all his projects, and was driven finally back, 
to return no more, with an acknowledged loss of nearly eleven 
thousand men ; and yet he had the hardihood to telegraph to 
tne rebel secretary of war that night, that he had " gained a 
great and glorious victory." * He qualified this, however, by 
adding, with singular inconsistency: "Budil re-enforced Grant, 

* OonnrrH, Tuesday, April 8, 1863. 
To THE Secretary OF War, Riclimond: 

We have gained a great and glorious victory. Eight to ten thoxisand prifion- 
erSi and thirty-six pieces of cannon. Buell re-enforced Qrant, and we retired to 
QWt intrenchments at Corinth, which we can hold. Loss heavy on both sides. 

BKAmUSGABD. 
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and we retired to our intrenchments at Oorinthy whioh we can 
hold." The truth is, that having utterly failed, Beauregard 
burned his camp and withdrew his troops, defended by Breck- 
inridge, with a powerful rear-guard, and trembling in fear of 
a pursuit, which would have scattered him like spray.^ He 
made all haste to CSorinth, began to dig with an energy in- 
cited by fear, while Grant's forces were "too much fatigued 
from two days' hard fighting, and exposure to the open air, in 
a drenching rain, dxuring the intervening night, to pursue im- 
mediately." 

' * The following conespondence is significant : 

Hbasqvaktbbs DBPABnoHT or MnsuBim^ 

MoxnrssBT, April 8, 1862. 

Sib — ^At tlie close of the conflict yesterday, my forces being exhausted by 

the extraordinary length of the time during which they were engaged with 

yours on that and the preceding day, and it being apparent that yon had le- 

ce&Ted, and were still receiving, re-enforcements, I felt it my duty to withdraw 

my troops from the immediate scene of the conflict, tinder these cixcom- 

fltances, in accordance with the usages of war, I shall transmit this under a flag 

of truce, to ask permisuon to send a mounted party to the battle-field oi^hiloh, 

for the purpose of giving decent interment to my dead. Certain gentlemen 

wishing to avail themselves of this opportunity to remove the remains of their 

BODS and friends, I most request for them the jMivilege of accompanying the 

burial party ; and in this connection, I deem it proper to say, I am asking 

what I have extended to your own countrymen under similar drcumstances. 

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

P. G. T. Bbaubegabd, General commanding. 

To Majob-GbAkbal U. 6. Okakt, 

Commanding U. S. Foroos, Pittsburg Landing. 

• HsADQUAirrsiui Amnr cr the Field, 

PrnsBimQ, April 9, 1868. 

Genbral p. G. T. BiBAirBBaABD, Commandhisf Confederate Army ^n MuitU- 
eippi, Monterey/, Tenn. : 
Tour dispatch of yesterday is just received. Owing to the warmth of the 
weather, I deemed it advisable to have all the dead of both parties buried im- 
mediately. Heavy details were made for this purpose, and it is now accom- 
plished. There cannot, therefore, be any neeefisity of admitting within our 
lines the parties you desired to send on the ground asked. I shall always be 
glad, to extend any courtesy consistent with duty, and especially so when dic- 
tated by humanity. I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. 8. GsAiTT, Major-General commanding. 



96 GRAirr Aim his campaigns. 

' Sherman went oat, howeyer, on the morning of the 8th, 
with two brigades, and some cayaby, to reconnoitre the re- 
treaty and fonnd abandoned camps and hospital flags, with 
signs at a disorderly and precipitate departure. 

Our own losses were 12,217--i. e., 1,700 kiDed, 7,495 wounded, 
and 3,022 missing. Of these Buell lost 2,167. 

Beauregard's were far greater: he confesses to a loss of 
one thousand seven hundred and twenty-eight killed, eight 
thousand and twelve wounded, nine hundared and fifty-five 
missing — ^total, ten thousand six hundred and ninety-nine; 
and as his army went into action forty-five thousand strong, 
and he could not on Monday, by his own account, bring 
twenlrf thousand into action, there must have been from 
fifteen to eighteen thousand stragglers. 

The news flew over the country. Telegraphed to "Washing- 
ton, it was read by Mr. Speaker Colfax to the House. The 
people, careless of military criticism, were satisfied with the 
victory, and there was general rejoicing. General Halleck, in 
orders, thanked Generals Grant and Buell, ** and the officers 
and men of their respective commands, for the bravery and 
endurance with which they sustained the general attack of 
the enemy on the 6th, and for. the heroic manner in which, 
on the 7th, they defeated and routed the entire rebel 
army." 

General Halleck then, retaining Grant and Buell in com- 
mand of their respective armies, took command of the whcie 
in person, and advanced upon Corinth, that important point 
for whose security Beauregard }\fid fought and lost the battle 
of Pittsburg Landing. 

But our task would be incomplete, without a brief considera- 
tion of the battle as subjected to the canons and rules of mili- 
tary criticism. 

The great features of the action are clear and simple ; but 
the details, notwithstanding, or rather in part by reason (d, 
the crowd of reports, Uilion and Confederate,, are extremely 
confused* At the outset, our troops were shamefully sur- 
prised and easily overpowered ; there was a want of proper 
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adjustment in oiur adyanced lines ; the panics were disgrace- 
i^fol, and swelled "that sickening crowd of laggards and fugi- 
tives which thronged the landing." 

Halleck had ordered in general terms that the position 
ehiould be fortified ; but C. F. Smith opposed it, and his views 
were corroborated by Grant and all the division commanders, 
on the gfonnd that it would tend to injnre the morale of our 
army, and that we could stand any rebel attack. 

For want of this precaution we were surprised at the out- 
set, driven back from every point, in three grand movements 
of the enemy on the.first day — ^riz./at the early morning, at 
half-past ten, and at fcmr. But there the disasters were at an 
end. 

It is useless to speculate upon what would have happened 
had Buell not come up, or to accumulate ifa^ which always set 
the fancy into most fantastic working. There has been much 
controversy and heart-burning between commanders and par- 
tisans of the companion Armies of the Tennessee and the Ohio 
--criminations and recriminations, which are unwise and un^ 
generous. 

Orant never despaired of the issue. At the first sound of 

the battie he had left his headquarters at Savannah, iu a 

'Steamer, and by eight o'clock he was upon the grotmd. He 

immediately dispatched an order to Lewis Wallace to hasten 

to the field. 

Feeling the fierceness of the onslaught, Grant rode along 
the lines all day long, recklessly exposing himself, while at- 
tempting to stay the torrent. At ten he visited Sherman. 
Again, at five, he saw him, and declaring with perfect coolness 
that the fury of the rebel attack was expended, he ordered 
that at the dawn, with Wallace's division to aid, we should 
assume the offensive. It was just about sunset that Buell, a 
portion of whose army was now on the opposite bank, rode 
up in person, and, in the words of Sherman, " his arrival made 
that certain which was before uncertain." 

Whatever might have happened had Buell not come up, 

5 
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one ihing is certain, hid arrival did pnt a new face upon the 
affair. Whateyer we may have been able to effect without hinif 
the battle of Monday as fought, and the victory of Monday as 
gained, were due to the fresh troops which he brought with him- 

Buell's arrival, th^n, was most timely ; his re-enforcements 
gave us largely preponderating numbers; his troops were 
handled with great coolness, judgment, and still. He and 
his army deserve the greatest praise, which every military 
man is ready to accord; but let us not, in the glitter and 
glory of Monday, be so dazzled as not to estmiate at its foil 
value the severe fighting, the heroic endurance, and the un- 
shaken purpose which were displayed in the dark hours of 
Sunday. Let us not forget that Grant had organized his 
army with great quickness; had brought them fearlessly to 
the front, looking for the enemy, determined to fight him 
wherever he could find him, and with troops, mpst of whom 
had not only never seen a battle, but hardly been drilled at 
the simplest company manceuvres, had fought the best mate- 
rial in the Confederacy for a whole day. Nay, more than this; 
undismayed by ill fortune, and unappalled by the cowardly 
conduct of thousands of stragglers, he had formed his line at 
night, under cover of a line of batteries, the fire of which 
caused the rebel attack to melt away ; he had ordered Sher- 
man to assume the offensive in the morning, with the aid of 
Lewis Wallace's division of his own army ; he had confidently 
anticipated Buell's arrival as one of the elements of the vic- 
tory ; and, by all these in combination, the greatest victory 
until then ever achieved on the American continent had 
been won. 

To those who still think that he risked too much by placing 
his army on the west bank, and thus came very near total 
defeat, we can only quote the words of Qeneral Sherman's 
letter : " If there were any error in putting that army on the 
west side of the Tennessee, exposed to the superior force of 
the enemy, also assembling at Corinth', the mistake was not 
General Grant's ; but there was no mistake. It was neoesBary 
that a combatyjieroe ankd bitter, to teat the manhood of two armM$i 
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ahaidd come off ; and that was as good a place as any. It was 
not then a question of military skill and strategy, but cf oofwrage 
and j^vck : and lam convinoed, that everg life lost tJuxt day to tis 
was necessary ; for othertaise, at Corinth, at Memphis, at Vicks^ 
Inirg, toe would have found harder resistance, had toe not shown 
ovT enemies that, rude and untutored as toe then were, we cotdd 
^ht as vxU as they.** 

Qf the snbordinates on that field, many deserve praise ; but 
of ihem all, Sherman claims the greatest. He then gave 
splendid earnest of his fatnre achievements. Although severely 
wounded in the hand on the first day, his place was never 
vacant. Again he was wounded. He had three horses shot un- 
der him ; but he was undaimted and undismayed to the last. 

Qf Beauregard, the rebel commander, it is also our duty to 
speaL His place as a military man has not been understood. 
For some personal reasons, he. afterwards fell into disfavor 
with Jefferson Davis, which impaired his services as a soldier; 
and his silly and wicked letters have, caused him to be hated 
and despised by our own people. But we do not except Lee, 
when we express the opinion, that he had no equal among the 
Confederate generals. 

Of strong, clear mind ; thoroughly instructed in the military 
art ; at once enthusiastic and tenacious of purpose ; brave and 
self-rehant, — ^he had the power to bring all he was, and all 
that he knew, into practical use. His plans in tliis battle 
were excellent ; his generalship, admirable ; his battle-tactics, 
sagacious and rapid ; and had it not been for the skill of our 
chief commander, the determined valor of some of our troops, 
the effective management of the artillery, the accurate fire of 
the gunboats, and the timely arrival and admirable co-opera- 
tion of Buell, he might longer have contested the field, and 
even defeated our army entirely. 

Note. — ^The Confederate general lias called this the battle of SmLOH. I 
hare pieferred the name p£ Pfftsbttbg Landino, and hope we shall retain 
that' name. The hattle was fought by Beanregard to take the landing, and by 
Qrant to hold it Shiloh church was but one among the important positions 
en tho field. -f ft I 'tR 



100 aRAKT iLNP Bm CAMPAKEN& 



OHAPTEE X. 

THE SIEGE OF OOBINTH. 



COSOTTH DB0OBIBXD. — SbEBMAK'b BEOONKOIBSA.KOK. — TmS ABRIVAL OT HaIXXCK.^ 
POPS'0 ABKT OOIOBB UP. — ^BkAUBKOABD's ORDEB. — ^Hl8 FOBOB — OUBS. — PoPI 
TAKX8 FABMHrOTOK. — ^ThB BATTUE OV FaBXINOTON. — ElXIOT^fl BAID. — CoBOmi 
BVAOUATEO. — Thb' OOOUPATION AND PUB8X7IT. — Co-OPXBATINO XOYZXSZm. — 
MlTGHBL^S XABOH. — ThB KAVT. — FlOHT AT MSXPHIS. — ^NZW E1T0BT8 OF TBI 



OoBiMTH was the objective point, at which Beauregard was 
to make his stand, and which Halleck was to capture at any 
cost. Specificallj, the immediate matter in hand for the 
Union general was to cut the enemy's commnnication from 
east to west, on the new line which he had established, and 
the strength of which he vaunted ; and thus to force him back 
upon the southern route from Yicksburg to Montgomery. In 
executing this, the commander of the land forces was to move 
pari passu with the naval armament, which was endeavoring 
to clear the Mississippi ; and fijially, he was either to beat 
Beauregard, or, if that wily commander would not stay to be 
beaten, he was, at the least, to compel him to abandon 
Corinth in a disastrous retreat. 

Only a small village, not upon common maps, Oorinth owes 
its military importance to the fact that it is at the intersection 
of two great arterial railroads — the " Mobile and Ohio" and 
the "Memphis and Charleston." The length and value of 
these routes are indicated by their names. Corinth is foriy 
mUes east of the Grand Junction, which it covered from Hal- 
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leek's army, and nineteen from Pittsbnrg Landing, where the 
last great battle was fought. It is bnilt upon a low and 
clayey plain, but has for natural defences ridges at some dis- 
tance outside. The country beyond, to the banks of the Ten- 
nessee, is very much broken by ridges, valley streams, and 
marshes. The approach was rendered more difficult from the 
fact that, in his retreat from Pittsburg, the bridges over the 
creeks had been destroyed by Beauregard, and the roads 
heavily obstructed by timber. Farmington, on the east, and 
College Hill, on the north, are the highest points in the 
immediate vicinity of Corinth, and were occupied bj the 
enemy as the signal-outposts of his vast intrenchments, en« 
circling the town. 

The advance of the Union army upon Corinth was deter- 
mined upon by Qeneral Halleck, as soon as the battle of Pitts* 
burg Landing had been fought. Had Beauregard won that 
battle, the advance would have been impossible : as Grant 
won it, it was the next obvious move upon the chess-board. . 

On. the 8th of April, as we have seen, Sherman had recon- 
noitred the retreat of the enemy, with two brigades i^d a 
cavalry force, and had found the roads very bad. But the 
badness of the roads was compensated for by the signs of haste 
in the enemy's retreat. ^IHhey were strewed with the accoutre- 
ments^ wagons, ambulances, and limber-boxes of the retiring 
rebels ; who had also, as an expedient to save time, left here 
and there a hospital flag flying. Sherman returned that same 
night to Pittsburg, to report 

On the 9th of April, Halleck left St. Louis for the scene of 
action. But before his arrival Grant had not been idle. He 
had sent an expedition under Sherman up the Tennessee, 
accompanied by the gunboats, as far as Eastport, to destroy 
the raikoad-bridge over Big Bear Creek, east of luka. This 
was effectually done, and thus Corinth was cut off by that 
route from Bichmond. 

On the 22d of Apnl, General John Pope came up to the 
landing, with his army, from New Madrid, twenty-five thou- 
sand strong. On the 30th, General Wallace was sent through 
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Pnrdy to the track four miles beyond, to destroy the bridge 
across the Mobile and Ohio railroad ; thus cutting off supplies 
and re-enforcements thUt might come from Jackson, Tennes* 
see. This also was effectually done. 

These precautions having been taken, the '^ Grand Army of 
the Tennessee" — one hundred and twenty thousand strong — 
was ready to move, which it did with the greatest caution. On 
the 1st of May, Monterey, a town about half-way from the 
landing to Corinth, was occupied ; and on the 2d, Beauregard, 
being now assured of our purpose, prepared to receive Hal- 
leck's attack. Whatever his hopes may have been, his wordet 
were defiant. In grandiloquent orders, to the invincible 
" soldiers of Shiloh and Elkhom,"* — ^in both which battles the 
Confederates had been defeated/— he assured them of victory, 
and invoked an echo from '' the historic fields of Yorktown, 
which, it so happened, were hastily evacuated the very day on 
which his order was written. He is unfortunate with a pen, 
but in this respect does not differ from many other generals 
on both sides, who do violence to the adage, that " the pen is 
mightier than the sword." 

Beauregard's army, concentrated at Corinth, was composed 
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* nKADQUARTSBS OT TRX FOBOEII AT COXUNTH, M188., May 8, 1862. 

80LDIEB8 OF BHUiOH AND Elkhorn t — We are about to meet cmoe more, in 
the shock of battle, the invaders of our soil, the despoilers of our homes, the 
disturbers of our fomilj ties, £bu» to face, hand to hand. We are to decide 
whether we are to be freemen, or vile slaves of those who are only free in name, 
and who bat yesterday were vanqnished, although in largely superior num- 
bers, in their own encampments, on the ever memorable field of Shiloh. Lei 
the impending battle decide our fate, and add a more illustrious page to the 
history of our revolution— H)ne to which our children will point with noble 
pride, saying — " Our fathers were at the battle of Corinth." I congratulate 
you on your timely junction. With our mingled banners, for the first time 
daring the war, we shall meet our foe in strength that should give us victory. 
Soldiers, can the result be doubtful ? Shall we not drive back in Tennessee 
tiie presumptuous mercenaries collected for our subjugation ? One more manly 
effort, and trusting in God and the justness of our cause, we shall recover 
more than we lately lost. Let the sound of our victorious guns be re-echoed by 
t3»0Be of the Army of Virginia, on the historic battle-field of Yorktown. 

P. G. T. BsAUREaABD, General commanding. 
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of seyeral elements : the " soldiers of Shiloh," the armj which 
had fought at Pittsburg Landing ; those of '^ ELkhorn," the 
combined army of Van Dom and Price, from ArVanftaa and 
Missouri ; and the forces under General Lovelly which had 
evacuated New Orleans when, on the 28th of April, our gun- 
boats appeared before it. In addition to these, a large militia 
force had been hastily sent forward from Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, and Louisiana. Bragg, as second in rank, had com- 
mand of the '* Army of the Mississippi." The old organization 
of the corps — ^under Hardee, Bragg, Breckinridge, and Polk 
— ^was retained. Breckinridge commanded the reserve, and 
Van Dom the re-enforcements. The whole force was about 
sixty-five thousand men, most of them the best troops in the 
Confederacy ; and they were expected to accomplish great 
things under Beauregard at Corinth.' 

To drive this well-appointed and large army from its 
stronghold, and even, perhaps, to capture it, General Hal- 
leek moved with his large force, comprising three armies— 
the Army of the Tennessee,^ originally General Grant's, now 
confided to General George H. Thomas and General John A. 
McClemand ; the Army of the Ohio, commanded by Don 
Carlos Buell, and composed of the divisions of McCook, T. J. 
Wood, Nelson, and Crittenden ; the Army of the Mississippi, 
General John Pope, originally containing three divisions, and 
re-enforced by one division from General Curtis. Thomas 
formed the right wing, Buell the centre, Pope the left, and 
McClemand the reserve. JGlrant, being in orders second in 
command, retained the command of the district of West Ten- 
nessee, and had a general supervision of the right wing, under 
Thomas, and the reserves under McClemand. This general 
command of Grant also extended to the compiling of reports, 
ordering the discharge of soldiers on surgeon's certificate of 
disability, and similar duties. 

On the 3d of May, our advance had reached a point eight 
miles from Corinth, and, on the same day. Pope sent Paine's 



* See note ai page 116. 
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division to reconnoitre, and, if possible, occupy Farmington, 
an important, outpost of Corinth, already mentioned. 

The resistance made by the Confederate garrison of Farm- 
ington, four thousand five hundred strong, under General 
Marmadnke, was not by any means a vigorous one. Indeed 
he retired rapidly to Corinth, leaving his camps with all its 
supplies, and only thirty dead. At the time it seemed as 
though his orders had been to withdraw, but the subsequent 
efforts of the rebels to recover Farmington prove that this could 
not have been so. An artillery reconnoissance, well supported 
by cavalry, as far as Glendale, on the Memphis and Charleston 
Bailroad, was successful in destroying the track and breaking 
up two important trestle-bridges. Halleck's scheme was work- 
ing weU ; we were gradually approaching in front, and at the 
same time cutting and recutting the communications on both 
flanks. Meanwhile Beauregard, while apparently plying tooth 
and nail to render Corinth impregnable, was already medi- 
tating ail evacuation and retreat. 

We have said the advance was made with great caution ; 
the movements of the several armies were in a kind of eche« 
Ion, and at every step strong intrenchments were the order of 
the day. .If Beauregard was fortified at Corinth, Halleck 
was equally so in almost every encampment. It is easy now 
to say, and to say truly, that the caution was too great and the 
approaches too slow, but that was our day of experiments. 

The rebel defences at Corinth were very strong. In a 

general way, they may be described as a continued line of in- 

trenchments, occupying the brow of the first ridge outside of 

the town of which we have spoken. On the east there was a 

ravine, and Philip's Creek in front ; on the north was a heavy 

abatis, and a cleared space in front. The exterior lines were 

fifteen miles long — a miniatare Torres Vedras — ^and at every 

road-crossing there were either strong redoubts, or batteries 

with massive epaulments. Here, as always in engineering, 

Beauregard had acquitted himseK well, not without pride 

that his work was now to test the skill of his fellow West 

Pointer and engineer, Halleck. 

5* 
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The experience of the last battle had taught our generals 
the yalue of intrenohments, by the dangers which their absence 
incurred, and now ail our approaches were strengthened by 
the spade, or such other impromptu implement as often takes 
its place. A crib of fence-rails, hastily made, was the recep- 
tacle into which the earth was thrown : the batteries were 
made heavier than the lines, and the log-houses in the Ticinity 
formed rude but strong platforms for the guns. 

The right wing of Thomas and McClemand in reserre, all 
under Grant's general supervision, moved in three columns ; 
the centre, under Buell, in two, while Pope occupied Farming- 
ton with one column from the north and one from the east. 

THE BATTLE OP PARMINGTON. 

On the 9th of May, the battle of Farmington was fon^t. 
The rebel general was not content to let General Pope retain 
the position so easily gained, and hold the front of that town 
with a single brigade, separated from it by a smaU stream. 
Launching with great rapidity and secrecy a force of twenty 
thousand men, the enemy fell upon this advanced brigade of 
Pope's army, which, though separated from the rest, had 
been advantageously posted, imder the supervision of Gener- 
als Paine and Palmer. It resisted the attack for several hours, 
but at length feU back, because it was believed that General 
Halleck did not desire, by supporting it, to bring on a general 
engagement. The front attack of the enemy was conducted 
by Van Dom, while Price had been ordered early in the day 
y to make a detour around our extreme left, and get into the 
rear of these isolated troops. Either he was too late, or Van 
Dom too early. The- combination was a failure; they did 
hot capture any portion of Pope's army, although they occu- 
pied Farmington, and found a small quantity of baggage 
there. By a little foresight and valor, they need never have 
lost it; with a stronger advanced force, Pope might have 
held it against these last attacks. 

We need not stop to detail the painfoUy slow approaches 
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to Corinth. The digging was excessiye. A alight advance of 
four nules brought a new parallel. In later days, when flank- 
ing movements were better nnderstood — ^the days of Chatta- 
nooga, and of the Wilderness and Spottsylvania — ^the evacna* 
tion of Corinth would have been greatly expedited. Without 
desigmng to be critical, we can only now beUeve that, in the 
process of education which our generals were receiving, the 
fUhiTdreTichmenta at Pittsburg led to the excess at Corinth : safe 
practice certainly, but rather expensive, and utterly nnneces- 
sary. The happy medium was fully developed in « our later 
campaigns ; but they had all this experience to act upon. 

On the 17th, the army, eager for action, was enUvened by 
a gallant battle on a small scale — ^that projected by Sherman 
for the capture of Bussel's house. This was an important 
eminence, commanding the junction of the roads three hun- 
dred yards beyond, and only a mile and a quarter from the 
enemy's outer intrenchments. General Hurlbut sent two re- 
giments and a battery on the road leading from his front to 
Russel's house. The attacking force consisted of General 
Denver, with two regiments and a battery, moving by the 
right, and General M. L. Smith in front. The attack was 
successful : the position, found to be of great natural strength, 
was at once fortified and occupied by a large force. 

At length, on the 21st of May, we vrhre fairly in line, three 
miles from Corinth, with detached works in our front corre- 
sponding with the general direction of those of the enemy. 
A desperate struggle was at last to be expected, when the 
spade should, give way to the bayonet. Would the enemy 
stand up for the fight?* No one doubted that he would. 
Corinth would fall, but not before, at least, one desperate 
struggle had been made in its defence. Such was the 
general belief. 

Elliott's raid. 

' The position of Beaiu*egard was now becoming critical : his 
railroad communications were cut at Purdy and Glendale ; the 



108 GRANT AKD HIS GAMPAIGNa 

bridges had been desla-oyed beyond Itxka. To isolate him 
completely, making either a vigorons attack or an eyacuatioB 
the only altematiyes, Halleck now ordered his southern com- 
mnnications to be intermpted. This was done by Colonel 
Elliott, of the Second Iowa cayalry (a captain in the United 
States cayalry), who, with his regiment and the Second 
Michigan cayalry, marched on the night ^of the 27th. His 
route was from Farmington, across the railroad east to luka ; 
then along the Tuscumbia road to Cartersville and Boones- 
yille, twenty-fiye miles distant. 'The expedition was well con- 
ducted, and entirely successful: the surprise of the people 
along the route was yery great ; and there was no little con- 
sternation in the army of Beauregard. EUiott destroyed at 
Boonesville fiye cars loaded with arms, fiye containing loose 
ammunition, six filled with officers' baggage, and fiye with 
subsistence stores. He paroled the prisoners and the sick 
whom he found in his route, burnt traioK and depots, and de- 
stroyed many locomotiyes. His work was done in the most 
admirable manner, and he set out upon his perilous return. 
He had been directed, in the eyent of finding his pathway 
blocked in returning, to strike off, and choose his own route 
to return. But, by taking the Tuscumbia road, he eluded 
pursuit, and joined General Pope's army on the 31st. For 
this service he was afterwards made, as he fully deserved to 
be, a brigadier-general of volunteers. 



THE EVACUATION OF COBINTH. 

And now, by slow movements, our combined forces have 
closely embraced the Confederate lines. On the 28th, Halleck 
advances three strong reconnoitring columns, one from each 
army : on the 28th, also, Sherman attacks a strong position in 
his front, commanded by a house which had been arranged 
for defence, like a blockhouse, and takes it, establishing Ms 
lines within a thousand yards of the enemy : on the 30th, 
Pope's batteries are opened. But they will not be needed. 
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The rebels are evacuating Corinth. The fierce display is bnt 
a mask. They had begun theu* preparations for retreat on 
the 26th. The musketry ceases on Friday. Soon clouds of 
smoke and sheets of flame announce that Beauregard is firing 
the town; and as he moves out, filling the southern and 
western roads, our forces move in. 

He has destroyed all that he can, and is off. The " sol- 
diers of Shiloh and Elkhom" may now put " Corinth" on their 
colors 1 

With an immense army, after loud boasts and protestations, 
in a position and ^th works of amazing strength, why has he 
fled without a blow ? 

His own statements are such as would indeed make De- 
mocritus laugh, if he still lived. In his report, written at Tu- 
pelo, on the 13th of June, he declares that he had " accom- 
plished his purposes and ends." He denies Elliott's capture 
of cars, etc., and charges him with inhumanities in burning 
his sick 8oldier8,-criniination8 ably and boldly answered in a 
letter by Gordon Granger, to which Beauregard has not 
vouchsafed a reply. He says he twice offered battle, which 
we declined ; and the appearance he would put upon matters 
is, simply, that the occupation of Corinth was merely a tempo- 
rary shift, and that it was to be abandoned when weightier 
matters, then in train, should have made sufficient progress. 
How does this agree with his former declarations, that Corinth 
was "the strategic point of that campaign,'* and that "he 
could hold it ?** The facts in the case are few and simple. 
His strategy was entirely at fault. He must either drive back 
HaUeck's army, or abandbn Corinth ; he could not stay there. 
When he fought the battle at the landing, he expected to 
overpower Grant. That was his first failure. 

He considered the Mississippi secure, both above and be- 
low ; whereas New Orleans and Island No. 10 fell, Vicksburg 
was not yet strong, and Memphis was shaking to its centre. 
Farragut had attacked Forts St. Philip and Jackson on the 18th 
of April; had destroyed the rebel fleet of thirteen gunboats 
and three rams ; and had so isolated the forts that they sur- 
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rendered on the 28th. On the same day Lovell retired, and 
New Orleans was ours. By its capture, the heaviest blow of 
the war, up to that time, had fallen upon them. Unprepared 
for such crushing disasters, the entire people of rebeldom be- 
gan to exhibit signs of distrust, and even the "soldiers of 
Shiloh and Elkhom" were in no condition to bear our attack. 
Under the influence of these moral and strategical causes, 
like the massive portal of that Corinth of which Byron de- 
scribes the fall, I 

"It bends — ^it fiills— and all i9 o'er; 
Lost Corinth maj redst no more." ^ 

Virginia was in a blaze of lurid fires, with the advance of 
McClellan. Yorktown was evacuated on the 3d and 4th of 
May ; Norfolk on the 10th. 'Pensacola and Natchez came into 
Federal possession on the 12th. 

The second great rebel line in the West had dissolved like 
the fabric of a dream, and the enemy must fall back on the 
third and last — that upon which the strategic points were 
Vicksburg, Jackson, Meridian, and Selma. 

Unfortimately, notwithstanding the clear intelligence and 
dashing valor of General O. M. Mitchel, they were still to 
hold Chattanooga, which was long to be to them a tower of 
strength, and to us a cause of great trouble, carnage, and de- 
lay. But, to an unprejudiced eye, it was evident that the de- 
cree had gone forth. Line after line had been cut. Boasting 
of victory, they had retreated from every field ; but ever hope- 
ful, ever deluded by siren voices, the rebels prolonged the 
war, when, by a simple application of military principles, it 
became daily more manifest that success was impossible. 

The occupation of Corinth by our forces was both pictur- 
esque and inspiring. From the highest points of the rebel 
iatrenchments it was a magnificent sight, on that brilliant 
May morning. The eye ranged over a horizon five miles dis- 
tant, and the intervening space was glistening with bayonets ; 
fluttering with banners, battle-torn, and inscribed with the ru- 
bricated glories of former fields ; and busy with martial life. 
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They entered Oorinth ia triumph and joj ; but, except the 
garrison hastily designated, not to stay there. 



THE ADVANCE. 

The pnrsnit was inunediately begun. On the 30th, at seyen 
in the morning, Pope's advance drove the small rear-guard of 
rebel cavahry through the town, only stopped for a brief time 
by the burning of a bridge. Gordon Granger, brave and ar- 
dent, set out with a brigade and a battery on the Booneville 
road, from Farmington, at noon, and pushed the flying foe 
through Booneville. The next day he had crossed Twenty- 
mile Creek, the main army following close at his heels. On 
the 10th, our advance was at Baldwin and Gimtown, still on 
the railroad ; and at the latter point the pursuit ended. Beau- 
regard had taken a strong position at Tupelo, a few miles be- 
low, where the railroad is crossed by Old-town Creek, an 
affluent of the Tombigbee, and Halleck bethought himself of 
the safety of his communications and the strengthening of his 
base. And thus the brief campaign of Corinth was brought 
to an end. 

Although Gteneral Grant was not in command, as second in 
rank he was exceedingly active and eager, always on the field, 
constantly making valuable suggestions, and lending import- 
ant aid in achieving the final result. His position was a sin- 
golar, and in some respects a painful one ; but he was assured 
by Halleck that no censure was intended, but that his position 
was that due to his rank. We have no comments to make. 

We have dwelt upon the siege and capture of Corinth as a 
necessary link in the story of Grant's life. It was in pursu- 
ance of the , plan formed before the battle of Pittsburg Land- 
ing was fought. It opened the way to the next and inmiortsd 
campaign of Vioksburg> of which he was the projector, and in 
which he was to be the chief actor. To this, after a few de- 
tails of organization and preparation, we shall come. 

The Union army returned to Corinth, and remained there 
in busy labors, making ready for a new movement, until the 



n 



112 GRANT AND BIB CAMPAIGNS. 

lOth of June. The Tennessee Biyer was already low, and ihe 
summer heats would make it lower ; so, in order to secure the 
communications when the river should fail, the railroad was 
put in good order to Columbus. Buell, with the Army of the 
Ohio, was detached, and sent towards Chattanooga, while 
Grant's army occupied the new strategic line of railroad 
which the rebels had lost, from Memphis to luka, and which 
they were never to regain. 

GO-OPERA.TIKG MOVEMENTS. 

Pending the operations which we have been describing, two 
grand co-operating movements were in progress, which mate- 
rially aided the advance on Corinth, and had such important 
direct results that we must briefly allude to them. Indeed, so 
thoroughly are the parts of the great war in relation with 
each other, that no campaign can be properly described with- 
out a reference to the co-ordinate movements. 

The first was Greneral Mitchel's rapid march and captures 
in Northern Alabama ; and the second, the successful advance 
of our naval armament on the Mississippi. Let us take them 
in order. 

jotchel's mabch. 

General Ormsby McEjiight Mitchel, a graduate of West 
Point, the founder of the astronomical observatory at Cincin- 
nati, and the director of that at Albany, had brought to the 
service of the country, energy, intelligence, patriotism, and a 
genius for war. Hia career in this war was brief but brilliant, 
and his exploits at tiie Southwest excited the admiration of 
the whole country. , , 

Originally commanding a division in Buell's army, he had 
been detached tq act, to some degree, independently, when 
that army marched to join Grant at Pittsburg. Early in 
March he was at Murfreesboro'. On the 6th of April he 
marched to Shelbyville ; on the IQth he was at Fayetteville, 
and on the 11th he reached Huntsville, in Alabama. There, 
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seisdng the rolling-stock, he immediately sent out two railway 
expeditions, east and west, to Decatur and Stevenson, con- 
ducting the latter in person. He thus threw the whole of the 
adjacent country into a panic. Taking advantage of this, he 
inarched towards Chattanooga, which he saw at once to be a 
most important strategic point. He called for re-enforce- 
ments, but they could not be had ; and he was fain, therefore, 
to draw back, not having accomplished all he desired, but 
"writing, however, to the Secretwy of War, under date of May 
1 : ** The campaign is ended, and I now occupy HuntsviUe in 
perfect security ; while all of Alabama, north of the Tennessee 
Kiver, floats no flag but that of the Union." In that day of 
experiments and caution, Mitchel's fault was seeing too far 
and daring-too much. 

THE NAVY ON THE MISSISSIFFL 

Let US now look at the state of affairs on the Mississippi. 
On the 12th of April, Commodore Foote, with his fleet of gun- 
boats and mortar-boats^ had steamed down the river from 
New Madrid on a new voyage of discovery, with the divisions 
of Stanley, Hamilton, and Palmer on transports. The first 
fortified poiat where they expected a check was Fort Pillow, 
a strong work on the Tennessee shore, about forty miles above 
Memphis, which was afterwards to have such atrocious noto- 
riety for the massacre of our prisoners by Forrest. It stands 
upon the first Chickasaw Bluff, near Islands Nos. 33 and 34, 
and sixty-five miles above Memphis. As our fleet ap- 
proached, the rebel gunboats and rams kept retreating down 
at a respectful distance, turning back occasionally to try our 
strength. But when Pope's army was withdrawn to join the 
advance on Corinth, the expedition of 'Foote came to an end, 
or rather awaited the fall of Corinth. The^eflect of that fall 
was like magic. Afjier Beauregard had retreated, Fort Pillow 
was evacuated, on the 4th of June. Fort BandaU, some miles 
below, was abandoned by the enemy soon after, and the great 
river was open to Memphis. 
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THE FIOHT AT HEMPHIB. 



The people, of Memphis, emboldened by the presence of a 
formidable rebel fleet, and encouraged by the confident pre- 
dictions of its commander, Commodore Montgomery, that he 
would " soon send Lincobi's gunboats to the bottom," had col- 
lected upon the banks of the river, and at all points of ob- 
servation in the city, to see this great sight, not at all doubt- 
ful of the result. 

Commodore Foote had, at his own request, on the score of 
his health, which had greatly suffered, been relieved from 
duty, and our fleet was now in charge of @ommodore Charles 
Henry Davis, an officer well known for his scientific attain- 
ments, and who was now determined to lose no time in win- 
ning honors like those which a grateful country had awarded 
to the gallant Foote. Memphis gave him a splendid opportu- 
nity, and he made the most of it. On the 5th of June he left 
Fort Pillow, with a fleet of nine boats — ^five gunboats, two 
tugs, and Colonel EUet's two rams, the Queen City and Mon- 
arch. To oppose this force Montgomery had eight boats, 
mounting twenty-four guns, most of them rifled and pivoted. 

Want of space, and direct relevancy to the subject, forbid 
our describing the famous battle. It should be read in its ter- 
ribly picturesque details^ The city on the hill-side, like the 
tiers in an amphitheatre ; the crowding inhabitants, eager, 
bitter, hopeful, and breathless ; the hostile lines of armed ves- 
selft • the roar of their ^artillery ; the Queen City, under Colo- 
nel EUet, crushing in the sides of the Price like pasteboard ; 
the Monarch, under Captain Ellet, drenching the Beauregard 
with boiling water ; the burning of the boats ; the humanity 
of Davis and his men, as they pick up the drowning rebels; 
the explosion of the Jeff. Thompson, which shakes Memphis 
to its foundations ;.such are some of the elements of this grand 
pictorial display. We can only state the results. The rebel 
flotilla, rammed by Ellet's boats, and torn to pieces by our 
shot, was put entirely hors de ayivhat* Three of the largest 
vessels, the Price, Beauregard, and Lovell, were sunk ; one, 
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the Jeff. Thompson^ wad bnmed ; and the tliree others, the 
Bragg, Sumter, and Little Bebel, were captured. It was a 
clean sweep, and with no loss to ourselves. Colonel EUet Mas 
the onlj man wounded, and his ram, the Queen City, the only 
boat disabled, and that but temporarily. It was a gallant ac- 
tion, and will rank high among the most memorable achieve^ 
znents of the navy. 

Memphis, a hot-bed of treason, was thus brought into our 
possession, on the 6th of June. The river was open to Yicks- 
burg, above and below, and the new element, waited and 
longed for by Grant, had at length fairly come into his calcu- 
lation. " On to Vicksburg" was now his cry, not to be abated 
tmtil Vicksburg should fall, and the great river, upon which 
iiie last chances of rebel success depended, flow, with Union 
boatSy barges, and commerce, " unvexed to the sea." 

NEW EFFORTS OF THE ENEMY. 

But the rebels were now fairly awake to their condition. If 
the people were alarmed and distrustful, and ready, upon^ 
Federal occupancy, to '' come back to their old allegiance," 
the responsible leaders, selfish, clever, and determined, made 
good use of the lessons of disaster. The war was inaugurated 
for them and by them, and the people must be made to carry it 
on for their behoof. If they could not, as at first, " fire the 
Southern heart," they could at least press the Southern body 
into servipe; and this they did in a most imscrupulous and ty- 
rannical, but effective manner. A sweeping conscription act 
was passed by the Confederate Congress, giving virtual power 
to the President to call out and place in the military service 
all white men between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, for 
th^ee years or the war. No military despotism was ever so 
severe and so uncompromising. 

A little later,, camps of instruction were established in each 
State : the levies were distributed, according to a proportional 
system among the States ; lieutenant-generals were appoint- 
ed, to command corps and departments ; and troops from the 
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same State were brigaded together, — this latter being an infini* 
tessimal concession to the Grand Lama of States-rights. In 
a word, every nerve was strained by the (Confederate authori- 
ties to regain lost ground, repair their broken fortunes, and 
achieve, at least, a partial sucoes|s. 

The results were striking. The disasters of the spring of 
1862 were followed by the successes of the Peninsula, the vic- 
tories of the second Bull Bun, and the advance into Mary- 
land. Bebel troops gathered in large numbers in the West, 
and Grant was to have no easy task in his advance upon 
Vicksburg. 

The first step towards Vicksburg was *he capture and occu- 
pation of Holly Springs, by Sherman, on the 30th of June. 

Note. — ^Beamegaid left the army at Tupelo on the 15th of Jane, relievixig 
himself from duty, on account of ill-health, which he certified by the opinion of 
two surgeons. For two months he was in retirement with his family at Mobile 
and Bladon Springs ; and turned up again at Charleston, in an unimportant 
command. He had evidently fallen under the displeasure bf the Davis admin- 
istration* 



* The ntt1onftl« of this {8 thus prevented by the Confed<*rate General Jordan, in an ezeellent 
article on Jeflbrson Davla, In Harper's Monthly Magazine for October, 1885: 

** General Beauregard, for tome time in bad health, thought it best for the service to take 
advantage of the lull in operations, incident to the position of his array at Tnjielo, after the sae- 
ceeefhl eracuation of Corinth, and by a short respite from doty, seek to recnperate. He therefore 
retired to Bladon Springs, some tweWe boon distant by railroad, turning over the command to 
General Brsgg, with instructions looking to the preparation of the army for the field at once on 
bis return, which he anticipated would be In three weeks. Bat no sooner had Mr. D^Tis heard 
of this step than he telegraphed General Bragg to assume permanent oommand. General Beaora- 
gard was thus laid on the shelf-^not to be reinstated, as Mr. Davis'passionately declared, thongfa 
the whole world should urge him to tbe measure.** 

The hist sentenoe he substantiates by referring to "Notes of interrlew of GongresaioBal Oooi- 
mittee with Mr. Davis, to request restoration of General Beauregard to his command." 



Note (see page 104). 

The X)ortion of the Army of the Tennessee, commanded by General 
Thomas, consisted of the divisions of T. W. Sherman— formerly Thomas's, of 
the Army of the Ohio— Hurlbut, W. T. Sherman, McKean, and Davies. That 
commanded by General McClernand, of the divisions of Judah and Lew. 
WaUace. 
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CHAPTER XL 

lUKA AND CORINTH. 

AWTKR A BBUE7 HALT, FOBWARD. — ADJCHnSTRATIOir. — ^luXA. — PBICK 1CAB0HI8 tJP.— 
GbAIVT^S SAOAOITT. — ^ThB battle. — EOSEOBAKS AND ObD. — DlTFJCXTLT OBOUND.— 
PBIOB BKTRKAT8 80UTHWABD. — C-OBIKTH. — ^ThB FORTIFlOATlOirS. — PBIOK^S ATTACK 

— Van Dobn'b. — Thb bloodt bbpxtlsb. — Obd Aim Hublbut in flabk aud beab. 

^** How DOES IT ALL SUM T7P f — SkSTCHSS OE OOlOLAimSBS. 

On the 11th of August, by general orders Irom the War 
Department, General Halleck was assigned to the command 
of " the whole laiid forces of the United States, as general-in- 
chiel" This caused a new arrangement to be made at the 
"West ; and for the time, until that could be made, it gave Gen- 
eral Grant an extended miUtary jurisdiction, great labora of 
administration, and — one good thing at least — " ample room 
and verge enough" for his new schemes. In the mean time, 
from Jime till September, there was but little fighting in his 
department. He bent his energy to a thorough reorganiza- 
tion, and sent some of hiis troops, by orders from Washington, 
to re-enforce Buell's army, seriously threatened by Bragg's 
advance through East Tennessee and Kentucky towards the 
Ohio Eiver. He also kept his cavalry in constant reconnois- 
sances, to ascertain the position of the enemy, and to guard 
all parts of his command against secret movements and sur- 
prises. With his weakened force he could not do more. 

His orders with regard to passes and paroles — carefully 
distinguishing between innocent, suffering citizens and the 
friends and sympathizers of the rebellion — are clear and 
statesmanlike. His treatment of guerrillas, who were batten* 
ingy like birds of prey, upon friends and foes alike, was sharp 
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and relentless.* Rebel sympathizers were to pay, by sadden 
(seizure of their property, for such depredations. " The Mem- 
phis Avalanche," a newspaper echoing the secret thoughts of 
the citizens, in an overbold manner, was suddenly suspended 
for uttering treasonable sentiments, and only permitted to 
renew its issue upon the Vithd]:awa]b of its seditious editor. 

The disposition made of fugitive negroes was practical zf they 

- - ■* — ■■ - 

* General Obders, No. 60. 

HXADQUASTZBB D18TBIOT OF WSST TEHmffiBX, 

MsifPHXB, Tenk., July 8, 1862. 

The system of gnerilla warfare now being prosecuted by some troopB oxgan- 
ized under authority of the so-called Southern Confederacy, and others without 
such authority, being so pernicious to the welfSotre of the community where it is 
carried on, and it being within the power of the community to suppress this 
system, it is ordered, that wherever loss is sustained by the Goyemment, collec- 
tions shall be made, by seizure of a sufficient amount of personal property, &am 
persons in the immediate neighborhood sympathizing with the rebellion, to 
remunerate the Government for all loss and expense of the same. 

Persons acting as guerrillas, without organization, and without unifoim to 

distinguish them from private citizens, are not entitled to the treatment of 

prisoners of war when caught, and will not receive such treatment. 

By order of 

Major-Gene&al U. S. Qbajxt. 
John A. B^wlinb, A. A. G^ 

f We give the following order in full, as indicating the true military course;, 
in pursuance of the Act of Congress : 

General Orders, No. 72. 

liXADQUABTBBS DbPARTXENT 07 WB8T TKHSXaSEX, 
CosiNTH, M188., August 11, 1862. 

The recent act of Congress prohibits the army from returning fugitives 
from labor to their claimants^ and authorizes the employment of such persons 
in the service of the Government. The following orders are therefore published 
for the guidance of the army in this matter : 

1. All fugitives thus employed must be registered ; the names of the fugi- 
tive and claimant given ; and* must be borne upon the morning report of the 
command in which they are kept, showing how they are employed. 

2. Fugitives may be employed as laborers in the Quartermaster's^ Subsistence^ 
and Engineer department ; and whenever by such employment a soldier may 
be saved to the . ranks, they may be employed as teamsters and as company 
cooks, not exceeding four to a company, or as hospital attendants and norses. 
Officers may employ them as private servants ; in which latter case the fugi- 
tives wUl not be paid or rationed by the Government. Negroes thus employed 
must be secured as authorized persons* and will be excluded from the camps. 
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were put to useful employment, and kindly treated, while 
awaiting the further action of the Goyemment concerning 
them. 

In a professedly military work, we have not deemed it 
necessary to dwell upon these details of deparimental organi- 
zation ; but when all his orders and dispatches are published 
in a body, as they will be hereafter, they will show that such 
duties form by no means the lightest and easiest labors of a 
general charged with an extensive department. To a military 
meui, fighting battles is truly an easier task ; and besides, it 
is not often the case that the commander, who marshals men 
skilfully upon the field, is equal to this more judicial and dip- 
lomatic task. The converse is also true. It adds greatly, 
therefore, to the reputation of General Grant, that he could 
do both in so admirable a manner. Sound judgment, clear 
good sense, and pithy expression, characterize all these exec- 
utive papers. 

But the wild fire of battle was soon to sweep over his com- 
mand, and give him the more technical duties of a general to 
perfomL 



8. Offioera and soldiers are podtivelj proliibited from enticing slaves to 
leave their mastexB. When it becomes ndcessarj to employ this kind of labor, 
the oonunanding ofiicer of the post or troop mnst send details, all midor the 
charge of a suitable commissioned officer, to press into service the slaves of 
persons to the number required. 

4. Citkens within reach of any military station, known to be disloyal and 
dangerous, may be ordered away or arrested, and their crops and stock taken 
for the benefit of the Qovemment or the use of the army. 

6. All property taken from rebel owners mnst be duly reported, and used 
for the benefit of the Government, and be issued to the troops through the 
proper department ; and when practicable, the act of taking should be accom- 
panied by the written certificate of the officer so taking, to the owner or agent 
of such property. 

It is enjoined on all commanders to see that this order is executed strictly 

under their own direcUon. The demoralization of troops, subsequent upon 

being left to execute laws in their own way, without a proper head, must be 

&T<Mded. By command of 

, ' Majtor-Qenebal GBAirr. 

JoHK A. Hawukb, a. a. G. 
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General Pope, vrho had commanded the Army of the Mi&- 
8is8ippi, in the advance upon Corinth, had been called awaj 
to the far more difficult task of commanding the Army of 
Virginia. A personal friend of Mr. Lincobi, and a regular 
officer of Topographical Engineers, his labors in Missouri, 
his success at New Madrid, and his activity at Corinth, 
had preferred him to this dangerous honor. Bosecrans, of 
West Virginia repute, replaced lum in command of the Army 
of the Mississippi Our gunboats were still busy on the Mis- 
sissippL On the 26th of June, the mortar-boats had gone 
down to Vicksburg, and engaged the batteries, now manned 
by a portion of 'the rebel army which had retreated from 
Corinth. The importance of Vicksburg being now manifest 
to the Confederate authorities, every nerve was strained to 
make it strong against the day of Grant's attack. 

On the 5th of August, General Breckinridge attacked Baton 
Bouge, but was repulsed, after a terrible struggle, in which 
the Union commander. General Tom Williams, was killed. 

Such are some of the collateral events which bore, more or 
less directly, upon the welfare of Grant's department. And 
now. Grant's careful reconnoissances disclosed the rebel 
designs upon his own department, and enabled him to make 
skilful combinations to defeat them. 



THE BATTLE OF lUSA. 

^^ _ • 

General Sterling Price, with a force of twelve thousand 
men, marched boldly up from the south, to cross the Mem- 
phis and Charleston Bailroad at some point between Corinth 
and Tuscumbia, probably at luka. As he advanced, on the 
10th of September, to Jacinto, the small Union garrison at 
that place retired to Corinth. Tuscumbia was also evacuated 
by Colonel Murphy, of General Stanley's division, who fell 
back in haste to luka. The little garrison of luka was, in 
pursuance of the same general orders, withdrawn to Corinth, 
and Murphy was left behind it, to destroy the stores c<dlected 
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there, and faQ back also npon Oorinih. Bnt Price was too 
qtiiok, or Mnrplij was too alow in destroying the stores, and 
too qnick m leaving them, for the latter was driven out by 
Price's advance, leaving a quantity of supplies undestroyed. 
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OPERATIONS AT lUKA. 



The game, the opening of which Qrant had been expecting, 
was now becoming interesting. Price occupied luka and the 
railroad ; but it was manifestly Grant's intention, to permit 
this temporary possession, in order that he might fully discern 
the enemjr's plans, and form his own intelligently. The re- 
ports with regard to Price's designs were numerous, confused, 

and deceptive. Grant's caution was eminently proper, and 

6 
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was abnndantlj repaid ; for it became eTident that Price was 
making a feint to cross the Tennessee, as if to follow Buell, 
who was then retreating npon Nashville, in order to draw 
Grant's forces away from Corinth, npon which stronghold the 
foolhardy, brave, but nnskilful Van Dom was marching with 
all speed. 

But the rebel government was most unfortunate in the 
choice of its generals sent to confront Grant. Van Dom and 
Price were no match for Grant, Bosecrans, and Ord, either in 
planning or fighting. Their every movement was promptly 
met, their wildest attacks repulsed, and their armies scattered. 
* The reader cannot help pitying such miHtary imbecility. 

Grant's course was now taken. He knew, from his sconts, 
that Van Dom's army could not reach Corinth for four days. 
This would give him time to punish Price's temerity at luka, 
and then return to receive Van Dom's visit with a warm wel- 
come at Corinth. But every hour was of incalculable import- 
ance, and there was not a moment's delay. 

He directed General Ord, with a force of three thousand 
men, having left garrisons at Corinth and other poiuts, to 
•move on the left of the railroad, through Bumsville, to Iifka. 
General Boss was telegraphed to come at full speed from 
Bolivar, on the same route, and, leaving a small rear-guard at 
Bumsville, to join Ord, with three thousand four hundred 
men. Thl^ force,Hsix thousand five hundred in all, was to at- 
tack Price from the iforth, wherever he should offer or receive 

battle. 

To complete this programme, Bosecrans was ordered to send 
one division of Stanley's, with Mizner's cavalry, by way of Ja- 
cinto, to strike the enemy's Bank, while Hamilton moved round 
by the Fulton road, to cut oflf his southward retreat, or turn it 
into a rout. The force thus commanded by Bosecrans was 
nine thousand men, making the entire Union force in the field 
something more than that of Price ; the disparity, however, 
being more than neutralized by the rebel choice of position. 
The combined movement of Grant's troops began at four 
o'clock in the morning of September 18. That night the 



^ 
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veary troops of Bosecrans, after marchiBg throngh a drench- 
ing rain-storm, biyouacked at Jacinto. 

AdvaDLcing early on the 19th, after a sharp fight, thej droye 
the rebels in from Bamett's Comers, and at once pnshed onto 
Inka. There, on an exterior lidge, Boseorans found Price, and 
there was heayy fighting till night, principally by the Eleyenth 
Missouri, Fifth Iowa, and Eleyenth Ohio Battery, of Hamil- 
ton's diyision, which- were so admirably handled by that officer, 
that he receiyed the special encomiums of Grant and Bose^ 
crans. The ground was exceedingly broken, and tangled with 
thickets, and interlaced by small creeks and rayines. It was 
very di^cult to bring the troops into action in considerable' 
bodies. Most of the fighting was done by congeries of troops, 
where the ground would permit them to be formed. Superior 
numbers gaye small adyantage, and yet the action was of the 
seyerest character. Three or four times the guns of the Eley- 
enth Ohio were taken and retaken. But when nightfall 
dosed the action, they were in the hands of the enemy. The 
slaughter was greai 

While we behold Bosecrans thus fighting the battle, the 
question arises, Where was Ord ? Grant had started with the 
column of Ord on the morning of the 18th ; and expected, 
upon reaching the neighborhood of luka, to be in constant 
communication with Bosecrans, so that Ord's troops might 
make a combined and simultaneous moyement. 

Arriyed upon the ground, the tangled nature of the country 
made it necessary for both commanders to send dispatches a 
long way round. These dispatches arriyed too late for con- 
cert of action, gaye rise to misxmderstandings, and preyented 
the timely co-operation of Ord's force. 

To illustrate the difficulties of the situation : On the 19th, 
at half-past ten o'clock p. h., General Bosecrans, resting upon 
his arms, only two miles southwest of luka, sent a dispatch to 
General Grant, stating that he had been heayily engaged for 
seyeral hours, and had lost three pieces of artillery, and ask- 
ing for the assistance and co-operation of the troops xmder 
Ord. This dispatch, which should haye been in Grant's hands 
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in two hoars, did not reach him nntil thirtj*five minntes past 
eight the next morning. Grant, stung by the delay, irrote to 
Qrd, in urgent language : *' Bosecrans may find his hands fiilL 
Hurry up your troops — all possible." Ord, a dashing soldier, 
always ready for a fight, rushed in ; but too late for blowai 
Indeed, he had pushed on with the morning light, withool 
waiting for orders. To give some idea of the character of ihe 
country between the two attacking forces, Colonels Dickey and 
Lagow, of Grant's staff, who had gone to General Bosecrans 
in the afternoon, became lost and entangled in the woods on 
their return, were out all night, and did not reach head- 
quarters until nine in the morning. But the presence of 
Grant and Ord, if not so brilliant a service as the hard fight- 
ing of Bosecrans, had greatly conduced to the result. Price 
made double-quick time to Bay Springs, tweniy-seyen miles 
south, on the Fulton road. One of his best generals, little, 
was killed. He had lost upwards of a thousand prisoners, left 
his dead unburied, and his wounded to our care. From rebel 
sources, we learn that, on their retreat, his troops committed 
thefts, burglaries, and every kind of outrage, upon their ovra 
people, exhibiting a barbarous spirit, which their officers could 
not restrain. luka was a success ; but it was more as one 
part of General Grant's complex plan, and in the &ct that the • 
rebels retreated during the foUowing night, than in the fight- 
iog of the 19th, as valorous and terrific as it was.* 

* The followiiigls Grant's telegraphic dispatch : 

luzA, M188., September 20, 1862. 
To MajoBtGibneraIi H. W. Halleck, OeneraUn-Chief: 

General RoBecrans, with Stanley's and Hamilton's divisions, and Mizner's 
caTalij, attacked Price south of this village about two honrs before dark jea- 
terday, and had a sharp fight nntll night closed in. General Ord was to the 
north, with an armed force of about five thousand men, and had some skip, 
mishing with the rebel pickets. This morning, the fight was renewed by Oen- 
eral RosecraiiS, who was nearest to the town ; but it was found that the enemy 
had been evacuating during the night, going south. Generals Hamilton and 
Stanley, with cavalry, are in full pursuit. 

This wiU, no doubt, break up the enemy, and possibly force them to abandon 
much of their artillery. The loss on either mde, in kUled and wounded, is tnm 
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If Qenend Grant had not accomplished eTerj thing he had 
Iioped — and the capture of Price's army was one of his 
Iiopes — ^he had done much. Price's plans and his army were 
1x>tally defeated and scattered within the time Grant had pro- 
posed to himsell On the 22d, he withdrew his forces, and 
vetomed to Corinth, to greet Van Dom. If Price had ever 
meant to moye northward, upon Bnell's track, he was making 
good time now in the opposite direction* 

And now having disposed qf Price, let us look after Van 
Dom, in whose behalf the grand diversion of Inka had been 
made. 

« 

THE BkTTLR OF .OOBINTH. 

Although Van Dom was approaching from the West, it was 
still uncertain where he would attack. Grant, therefore, pro- 
vided for the safety of all the posts within the theatre of his 
operationa Bosecrans was marched back through Jacinto to 
Corinth, which he reached on the 26th. Ord went to Bolivar, 
which might be the point of attack, and from which, in any 
event, he could easily move a succoring force ; and Grant re- 
moved his headquarters to Jackson. General Hurlbut was 
thrown out, with his division, towards Pocahontas. The rebel 
generals now combined their forces. Price, by a decided cir- 
eumflexion of about one hundred and eighty degrees, as a 
glance at the map will show, joined Van Dom at Dumas. 



four hundred to five hondxed. The enemy's loss, in bxtob, tents, etc, wiU be 
large. We have about two hundred and fifij prisoners. 

I have reliable intelligence that it was Price's intention to move over east of 
the Tennesaee. In this^ he has been thwarted. Among the enemy's loss are 
Qiiftena Little, killed ; and Oeneral Whitefield, wounded. 

I cannot speak too highly of the energy and ddU displayed by General Bose- 
crans in the attack, and of the endurance of the troops. General Ord's eom^ 
mand showed imliring zeal ; but the direction taken by the enemy prevented 
them from taking the active part they desired. Price's force was about 
Eighteen thousand. 

U. S. Grabt, MiJOT-GeneraL 
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The force tihas united proceeded northward to Pocahoat&s, 
on the State line, where they met the troops of Mansfield 
Lovell. Thus strengthened, Van Dom moved by the raihroad 
though Chewalla upon Corinth, once more to become a field 
of carnage, and a scene of rebel discomfiture. 

The rebel defences of Corinth, to which we formerly, al- 
luded, had been so extended — fifteen miles of fortification 
requiring a great many men to man them — ^that when Gren- 
eral HaUeck occupied the post, he had constructed an inner 
line, more easily defensible by a smaller force. But Grant 
was not satisfied with these. Major F. E. Prime, the chief 
engmeer of General Grant, under his direction, threw up a 
Une of batteries on the north front, far inside of Halleek's 
Une, and close to the town of Corinth, having an enfilading 
fire upon the BoUvar and Chewalla roads, and a sweeping 
cross-fire upon all assailable parts of the entire front. On 
the extreme right were the old works of Beauregard ; and 
from that point the chain of forts reached to the extreme left. 

When General Grant had been appointed, in July, 1862, to 
the command of all the forces in the District of West Tennes- 
see and Northern Mississippi, he had examined the defences 
of Corinth, which were then being constructed under the su- 
perintendence of General CuUimi, and expressed the opinion to 
General Halleck that they would be appropriate if we had 
an army of one hundred thousand men to defend them, 
but that they were of too great extent for the force we then 
had. Immediately upon General Halleck's departure for 
Washington, these works were pushed forward with energy, 
and by the 25th of September, when Bosecrans took com- 
mand, they were nearly completed. To Major Prime, under 
General Grant's orders, belongs the credit of laying out and 
constructing the fortifications against which the enemy was 
now about to hurl his masses, with impetuous but unaTailing 
valor. 

To a late moment doubtful of the rebel plans, and judging 
that, cognizant as they were of the strength of the works at 
Corinth, the enemy would try a weaker point — ^unprovided, 
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too, with a proper map of the country north and west of him — 
Oeneral Bosecrans made ready, like a prudent mariner in 
tbick weather, for whateve'r might befall. 

He called in his outposts from the south and east ; sent a 
reconnoissance, under Oglesby, on the Chewalla road, and 
posted his small force well in front to receive him. Stanley 
\^as stationed beyond Bridge Creek ; Oliver, with a brigade 
and a battery, on the left, in advance ; Davies in the centre, 
and Hamilton on the right. Mizner's cavalry was disposed 
in every direction aroimd the tewn, watching the roads at 
Bumsville, Boneyard, Kossuth, and also in the front. 

At length they came, announcing their plans in person ; it 
is on the Ch^waUa road. Oliver's brigade is soon hard 
pressed, and is supported by McArthur's. The fighting, which 
begins with skirmishing, assumes the proportions of a battle. 
The rebel numbers constantly increase. McArthur is pressed 
back in torn, when Davies, next on his left, becomes engaged. 
An interval appears between McArthur and Davies, in which 
the rebels push so vigorously that Davies rapidly falls back a 
thousand yards to save his left flank, and in so doing he loses 
two heavy guns. The rebel advance has been bold and im- 
petuous. 

New dispositions were now ma^e, bringing our'forces nearer 
the town, when night ended the conflict, which was but the 
herald of a greater. Deceived, however, by the comparative 
ease- of his advance. General Van Dom sent a telegraph to 
Bichmond, announcing a great victory ! 

The morning of October 4 ushered in the great battle. The 
Confederate line was well closed up to within a thousajid 
yards of our works, and during the night they had thrown up 
some batteries in our front. Besides Yan Dom, Price, and 
liovell, they had among their generals Yillepigue, Bust, Mau^ 
ry, and L. Hebert, — all determined men of our old army, but 
gifted, except Hebert, with little military talent. Their troops 
were excellent stuflF, and deserved better commanders. 

The ground in front of our position, over which they were 
to come, was of varied character. On the north and east it 



J 28 GRANT AND fflS CAMPAKJNa 

alternated in hill and swampy land, both covered* by forest* 
trees and undergrowth. 

On the north and west there were fields interspersing the 
woods; in front of the right centre, a swamp; and in front 
of the left centre, impracticable hills. Onrleft, held by Stan* 
ley's division* was protected by Battery Bobinette on the left, 
and Battery Williams on the right. Onr centre was on a 
sUght ridge, just north of the houses of Corinth, and consifited 
of Davies' division, slightly retired, with sharp-shooters in 
front, and having Battery IfeweU on the right. Hamilton's 
division was on the right, with Dillon's battery, advanced be- 
yond Davies, and having two regiments in sear of his left. 

The first act of the rebels was in the form of a cannonade 
from their newly erected batteries ; but these were soon 
silenced by our guns. At half-past nine o'clock they moved 
to the attack upon our centre. The battle raged upon Davies 
and Fort PoweE The BoUvar road, by which they oame. was 
swept by our guns : huge gaps were made in their column, 
but, without halting, they opened out in a loose deployment, 
encircling our lines, and losing fearfully as they came np. 
Nothing stopped them. ** They came up," writes an eye-witness 
to the Cincinnati Commercial (October 9), " with their faces 
averted, like men striving to protect themselves against a driv- 
ing storm of hail." They reach the broad glacis ; our troops 
are on the rude covered way, and will certainly repel them, 
were it not for an unaccountable panic which struck a portion 
of Davies' division. This will never do. Davies struggles 
manfully to check it. Bosecrans flies into their midst, fights 
like a simple grenadier, and, with entreaties, threats, and the 
flat of his sabre, puts an end to the " untimely and untoward 
stampede," which was but partial after alL* 

This momentary success has, however, encouraged the Con- 
federates. Once and again swept away by the fire of Battery 

* T}ie Teport of the stampedmg of General Davies' (Second) division was 
premature and exaggerated. It was only partial, and soon checked. Gcneiral 
Bosecrans indorsed General Davies' report of the battle ; and not only is the 
apparent disgrace femoved, but the investigation reflects credit on Davies and 
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Bioliardsony they retnm to the charge, storm Fort Powell, and 
**ihe ragged head of the column" even penetrates into the 
town, when a section. of Immel's batterj, supported by the 
Tenth Ohio and the Fifth Minnesota, drives them out. Gen- 
eral SuUiyan comes to Davies' aid; together they retake 
Battery Powell, while on the extreme right Hamilton's guns 
8we^ the avenues of advance and retreat. 

Such was the &ilure of Price's attack on our right centre. 
The attack on the left was conducted by Van Dom in per- 
son. Under cover of a cloud .^f skirmishers, he had formed 
bis men in column of attack, and twenty minutes after Price 
moved forward, he launched four oolunma upon Battery Bobi- 
nette and our adjacent lines. His heavy guns are disposed in 
,Tear. Then began those ^* gorgeous pyrotechnics of the bat- 
tle/' spoken of by Oeneral Bosecrans, the description of 
5irhich he leaves to '* pens dipped in poetic ink." The fight- 
ing was indeed Homeric. From the moment they came in 
sights until they were within fifly yards of the work, they were 
mowed, and torn, and shattered by grape, shell, and canister; 
and when, after a gallant advance, these brave Mississippi 
and Texas troops pause for a breathing space, before a final 
charge, the Ohio and Missouri regiments, which have been 
lying flat, rise at a signal, and pour in a volley, before which 
4he enemy reel and fall back in horror. But even this does 
not keep them long dismayed. They came to take Corinth, 
and they are not going to give it up so easily. 

Once more the devoted band is formed. At least, they now 
know what to expect ; they have tried it, and are ready to try 
it again ; no coming storm can equal the last in fury. On 
Ih^co^ ta«.4 «» tan^ L of the i,^ ^^ 
gun now double-shotted ; they reach the edge of the ditch ; 



hit men. That divisioii did yeomen's service ; it bore the bnmt of the first 
da^B fight. One of its brigade commanders, the galhint Hackleman, was 
killed ; another, Oglesby, was wounded— at the time it was supposed mortally. 
There is no doubt that much confasion existed on the part of the line held by 
this division, on receiving the rebel attack on the morning of the 4th, bat it 
did not extend far, and only a portion of the line gave way. 

0* 
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the J are crossing, when the stunning fire of the Elerenth Mis- 
souri and Twenty-seventh Ohio is again poured in ; the cry of 
the Federal brigade commander, Charge ! rings above tho 
noise of battle ; the men repeat it, and the regiments, swarm- 
ing over their works, chase the broken fragments of these gal- 
lant stormers back to the woods; many, crouching in the 
abatis, surrender at discretion, waving their handkerchiefs 
on sticks, and begging to be spared for God's sake. Van 
Dom had done no better than Price. By noon the battle was 
ended. After waiting a brief space for the reappearance of 
the enemy, our skirmishers advanced to find him gone. Bose- 
crans galloped, in person, to all parts of his line, to inform his 
command, and to give them rest and rations, preparatory to a 
pursuit at daylight.** Upon his return, he foxmd McPherson, 
with a fresh brigade, in the square : he had come up after 
the battle, and was directed to take the advance of the 
pursuit. The enemy's loss was one thousand four hundred 
and twenty-three officers and men kiUed, and upwards of five 
thousand wounded; two thousand two hundred and forty- 
eight prisoners were taken, with fourteen colors and two 
guns.* They were pursued forty miles by the entire force, . 
and sixty miles with cavalry. 

Back, like the king of France, posted the* rebels, on the 
Ohewalla road, to the bridge across the Tuscumbia, near Po- 
cahontas, and a body was detached to guard the crossing of 
the Hatchie ; but they were not yet through their troubles. 
A thorn was in their side. One part of Grant's plans had 
been most gallantly carried out by Bosecrans, at Corinth ; the 
. complementary part was to come. Hurlbut had been sent to 

* The troops engaged in the battle of Corinth were : Hamilton's divisioii, 
containing the brigades of Bnford and Sallivan ; Davies' division, brigades of 

« 

Oglesbj and Ha<^elman ; Stanley's division, nine regiments ; McArthnr's and 
Oliver's brigades, commanded by McArthur : batteries— First Missouri ; Third 
Michigan; Company F, United States artillery; Tenth and Eleventh Ohio; 
Eighth and Twelfth Wisconsin; three Missouri companies. The Batteries 
Robinette, Bichardson, etc., were named from their commanders. Captain 
Kichardson was killed. 
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attack the enemy's rear, or intercept his retreat. On the 
morning of October 5th, near Pocahontas, he met the head of 
"Van Dom's retreating column, and was driving it back across 
the Hatchie, towards Corinth, when Ord came up and took 
cM^mmand. The fighting was severe. Late in the afternoon, 
Ord fell, severely wounded, and Hurlbut assumed the com- 
mand. The disheartened rebels, battle-worn and weary with 
the rapid flight, were driven by Ord*s impetuosity to make a 
-wide circuit, and cross the Hatchie at Crum*s Mill, six miles 

Okneral Ordebs, No. 88. 

HXADQDABTKRS DsPARTlCSlIT OT WbST TbITKBSSEX, 

Jaokson, TBNN.f October 7, 1862. 

It is with heartfelt gratitude the general oommanding oongratnktteB the 
' armleB of the West for another great yictoij won by them on the Sd, 4th, and 
5th instant, over the combined armies of Van Dom, Price, and Lovell. 

The enemy chose his own time and place of attack, and knowing the troops ■ 
of the West as he does, and with great fieuulities for knowing their numbers, 
never would have made the attempt, except with a superior force numerically. 
JStti for the undaunted bravery of officers and soldiers, who have yet to learn 
defeat, the efforts of the enemy must have proven successful. 

Whilst one division of the army, under Major-General Rosecrans, was resist- 
ing and repelling the onslaught of the rebel hosts at Corinth, another, from 
Bolivar, under Mijor-Qeneral Hurlbut, was marching upon the enemy's rear, 
driving in their pickets and cavalry, and attracting the attention of a large 
ibroe of in&ntry and artillery. On the following day, under Major-General 
Ord, these forces advanced with unsurpassed gallantry, driving the enemy 
back across the Hatchie, over ground where it is almost incredible that a su- 
perior force should be driven by an inferior, capturing two of the batteries 
(eight g^uns), many hundred small-arms, and several himdred prisoners. 

To those two divisions of the army all praise is due, and will* be awarded by 
a grateful country. 

Between them there should be, and I trust are, the warmest bonds of 
brotherhood. Each was risking life in the same cause, and, on this occasion, 
risking it also to save and assist the other. No troops could do more than 
these separate ^^inles. Each did aU possible for it to do in the places assigned it. 

As in all great battles, so in this, it becomes our fate to mourn the loss of 
many brave and faithful officers and soldiers, who have given up their lives as 
\ sacrifice for a great principle. The nation mourns for them. 

By command of 

Majoh-Qeneral U. S. Qbaih*. 

John A. Rawlins, A. A. (*. 
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above. Bosecrans was recalled from the pursuit, and Grant 
was master of the field for future moyements. 

On the receipt of the intelligence at Washington, Mr. Lan- 
coin telegraphed his congratulations, and asked the question ; 
'* How does it all sum up ?" This is a significant inquiry, 
which we may now answer. The brief campaign had demon- 
strated the clearness of Grant's military judgment, and the 
admirable interrelation of his plans. Doubtful of the purposes 
of Price and Van Dom, he lured the former onward to luka, 
to obtain the desired information. When he found that they 
were in collusion, and that Price was trying to draw him off, 
that Yan Dom might attack, he calculated his time, sent Ord 
and Bosecrans to whip Price, and to return in time to beat 
Van Dom. Van Dom, foolhardily, advanced on Corinth, and 
Grant, confiding that part to Bosecrans, set a trap^for Van 
Dom's retreat. All this was clock-work, calculated to hours, 
if not to minutes. 

Of the principal officers on both sides, we may draw hasty 
pen-and-ink sketches, which we believe will be recognized by 
their acquaintance : 

BosEGBANS. — ^This general, a graduate of West Point, in the 
engineers, of 1842, is active, earnest, and especially enthusiasm 
tic. He became a Boman CathoUc, after having been a very 
devout Episcopalian, and is a proselyter. Having found what 
he thinks the good way, he spares no efforts to bring others 
into it. Cheerful, easy of access, careless in matters of dress 
and show, his hold on his army is by means of his knowledge, 
his intense interest in the least of his military duties, and his 
great valor in the field. The reputation gained by his suc- 
cesses in West Virginia, and his victories at luka and Corinth, 
was increased by the battle of Stone Biver, and somewhat im- 
paired by that of the Chickamauga. 

Obd. — Ord is essentially a fighting man, on the lookout for 
a chance of battle, and yet not wanting in that cool judgment 
which makes the general. His defeat of Stuart's rebel brigade, 
at Drainesville, was of great moral value at the time, and 
drew from his friend and fellow-brigadier, John F. Beynolds, 
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himself a figlitiiig general, the remark : " Oonfonnd that fel- 
low 1 I knew, if there was a fight to be scared up, Ord wotild 
find it." 

Van Dobn. — ^This doughty Confederate cavalier, of Bose- 
crans' class at West Point, has greatly astonished his old as- 
sociates. West Point men of his time remember him as a 
small, handsome, modest youth, literally at the foot of his 
class. In Mexico, he was on the staff of General P. F. Smith, 
and was yeiy popular ; for, to his other qualities he added 
dashing bravery. His conspicuous course in the rebel in- 
terests, at the breaking out of the war, deceived them into 
thinking him a general. A good soldier he certainly was — 
brave, dashing, a splendid horseman ; but he lacked head, and 
was always taking his men into ctUs de saes. He died by the 
hand of a man who believed that he had seduced his wife. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE DEPABTMENT OF THE TENITESSEE. 

lam BZTKiiT or Gbawt'b oomxand. — Distbxots. — ^Rbtbospbot. — Williams' oaxal. — 
Fabraodt^s fleet. — ^Thb Arkansas destboyed. — Grant moves. — Pexbebtoit nr 

COMMAND OF TBI RBBBL ARMT. — QbANT's ABMT AND STAFF. — ^TrADB. — ^ThB VALCB 

OF Vioksbubo.— Fort Hudson.— The Tallahatohib. — Hovbt's movement. — 
Thb pbobpeot bbioht. — Murphy's surbender. — Sherman's expedition to Vick»> 
bubo. — Unsuooessful. — Abkansas Post. — Army corps. — £maNoipation procla- 
mation, and oolobkd troops. 

By general orders from the War Department, bearing dato 
of October 16, 1862, General Grant was assigned to the ex- 
tended command entitled the Department of the Tennessee. 
He had virtually exercised it before, since the departure of 
General HaUeck ; but he officially assumed it, by a general 
order, on the 25th of October. It included Cairo, Forts Henry 
and Donelson, Northern Mississippi, and those portions of 
Tennessee and Kentucky west of the Tennessee Biver. His 
headquarters were at Jackson, Tennessee, from which he 
could most conveniently organize and arrange for supplies and 
re*enforcements to carry out his new plans — ^plans, as the se- 
quel proved, of colossal dimensions, and testing the utmost 
endeavors of a great commander. Buell having been defeated 
at Perryville on the 8th of October, Bragg began a leisurely 
retreat on the 12th ; and, to expedite it, Bosecrans superseded 
Buell on the 30th. 

Grant's first care was to make a provisional division of his 
"department into districts. His force was in four divisions, 
and they were thus posted :' Major-General Sherman, with the 
first division, commanded the district of Memphis; Major- 
General Hurlbut, with the second, that of Jackson. The dis- 
trict of Corinth was in charge of Brigadier-General C. S. 
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Hamilton, -with the third divisioii; And that of Columbus 
was in charge of Brigadier-General T. A. Davies, with the 
fourth. 

Sis executive and administrative ability were now displayed 
in preparations for the new campaign, and, not less, in his 
control of the conquered territory which he commanded. He 
republished and carried out the judicious order of General 
Halleck (No. 160), principally limiting the kinds and numbers 
of army trains, baggage, etc., cutting down these impedimenta 
to the smallest figure, both for officers and men ; and he set 
the example so rigorously himself, that during the ensuing 
campaign, his own baggage was said to be a toothbrush: 
nothing more — ^not even a clenn shirt. 

Yicksburg, not within his command, but in the Depart- 
ment of the Gulf, was the grand objective point, blocking the 
river, and daily growing stronger. It was a problem of very 
difficult solution : the greater honor to him who should work 
it out. 



BETBOSFECT OP OPERATIONS ON THE BIVEB. 

To preserve the chronological order, let us state, very 
briefly, what had been already attempted in the Department 
of the Gulf. The grand co-operation of the fleet needs, and 
will have, its own historian : w© can only now^ refer to it 
briefly, to subserve our present purpose* Memphis, notwith- 
standing Moni^omery's boasts and the sure hopes ot the 
citizens, had fallen on the 6th of June. 

On the 20th, the gallant Brigadier-General Thomas Wil- 
liams had left Baton Bouge, and gone up to Yicksburg, with 
four regiments and eight field-guns. On the 25th he was off 
Yicksburg, and, unmolested, had begun to cut a navigable 
canal across the sharp turn of the river, which, if successful, 
would change the channel, and throw the city a^d its defences 
8k miles inland. It was apparently a Ught task, and with 
twelve hundred negroes, taken from the neighboring planta- 
tions, was rapidly carried to completion ; but alas I when, on 
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the 22d of July, it was finished, and the small barrier knocked 
away, the waters refused the passage, with what seemed 
singular caprice. A simple plough-furrow had elsewhere 
firequentlj changed the channel in a. single night, but a larger 
and more inviting cut-off was now unsuccessful So the siege, 
if it can be called one, was abandoned. Williams went back, 
without delay, to strengthen Baton Bouge, and nnhappily 
to fall there on the 6th of August ; and the rebels lost no time 
in filling up the canal. 

THE FLEET OF FABRAGUT. 

Farragut had steamed up on the 7th of June, the day after 
the capture of Memphis, and had silenced the Grand Gtdf 
batteries on the 8th. On the 28th of the same month iie had 
sent seven vessels past, silencing the4ower batteries, and had 
then joined Flag-Officer Davis, who had brought down some 
four gunboats and six mortar-boats from the upper fleet, on 
the 1st of July ; and Porter had again engaged the water- 
batteries below "vrith the remainder of Fan'agut's fleet ; bnt 
after an ineffectual bombardment, the rapid falling of the river 
threatening a dearth of water for the larger boats, Farragat's 
fleet was obUged to fall dolm the river to New Orleans. 

Up tiie Yazoo Biver, the mouth of which is about twelve 
miles north of Yicksburg, the rebels had constructed a formi- 
dable ram, the Arkansas, which strengthened the defences 
principally by menacing the fleet. She came down the river 
to Vicksburg on the 15th of July, ready for any work ; and 
was soon sept down to Baton Bouge, to aid the attack of 
Breckinridge on the 5th of August, and was there destroyed 
by Colonel Ellet's ram, the Essex. 

GBANT HOVES. 

With these few words, merely, to connect the great events 
in Grant's military history, let us return to his own move* 
ments. We have said that the great objective was Yicks- 
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bnrg. The immediate objective was the army of Pember- 
ton, which lay on the line of the Mississippi Central Bail- 
road, principally at Abbeyille, behind the Tallahatchie Biyer, 
and in the vicinity of Holly Springs, Mississippi. Its ad- 
vance wds near Qrand Junction and La Grange. 

On the 4ih of November, his preparations having been 
completed, — ^his forces having been concentrated from Cor- 
inth, Jackson, and Bolivar, — Grant moved to La Grange, 
three miles east of Grand Jimction, on the Memphis and 
Charleston Bailroad, pushing the enemy's advance back 
towards HoUy Springs, and utterly neglecting, to the amaze- 
ment of the rebels, their movements to the east and south, 
which were intended to draw him off in that direction. 
Grant's reconnoissances were now constant and energetic. 
Colonel A. L. Lee had first seized Bipley and Orizaba, hold- 
ing them for twenty-four hours ; and then, followed by two 
divisions under McPherson, had made a dash upon Lamar, on 
the raflroad, and HudsonviUe, defeating the rebel cavalry 
at the latter place. These and other approaches developed 
the enemy as intending to hold the line of the Tallahatchie 
Biver, and being in chief force in advance at Holly Springs 
and Coldwiater, on the two railroads. Here Van Dom had 
collected his forces and fortified' the river-line. But Van 
Dom, although a brave soldier, was a weak man, and by no 
means competent to encounter and defeat the Union strategy. 
His name was not a tower of strength to the rebels, and the ^ 
Union generals began to despise his strategy. 

But the rebel government was now fairly awake to the 
danger. As early as June 16th, the State archives had been 
removed (rom Jackson, to guard against dangers from the river 
approaches ; and now, in order to make head against these for- 
midable land approaches, they had overslaughed Van Dom 
and Lovell, by appointing as lieutenant-general John C. Pem- 
berton, a junior major-general, and sending him to command in 
and around Vicksbtirg. He was a better general than either, 
but not much, and his great unpopularity more than neutral- 
ized his superiority. 
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On the 2d of NoTember, Loyell, who had been north of 
Holly Springs, fell back ; but he was promptly ordered for- 
ward again by Pemberton, whose troops were strewed along 
the railroad for facility of transportation ; — ^Price, seren miles 
below LoveU, with twelve thousand men ; and twenty-two 
miles farther south, at Abbeville, a conscript catnp. 

Up to this time, notwithstanding his successes, Grant'« 
army had not received that attention and consideration from 
the Government which it deserved. This was no designed 
neglect, but the situation in Virginia absorbed the general 
interest : little stress was laid upon the West. He had not 
been properly furnished with regular and instructed officers. 
With the aid of the few who were with him, he had every 
thing to make. His staff, selected with the rare sagacity 
which has since been more noticed in his later career, was at 
this time composed of men who were making themselves. 
Among them were — ^Brigadier-General J. D. Webster, the artil- 
lery hero of Pittsburg Landing, who was now superintendent 
of military raibroads ; J. A. BawUns, then a lieutenant-colonel, 
chief of staff, since a brigadier-general and brevet major- 
general in the regular army^ an-able staff-officer, the constant 
companion of his fortunes ; T. S. Bowers, then captain, now 
colonel and aid-de-camp. Major F. E. Prime, of the En- 
gineers, and Lieutenant J. H. Wilson, of the Topographical 
Engineers, were the only two regular officers on that large 
** staff,* and although excellent, not of the proper rank. The 
great characteristic of military genius is its creative power ; 
and Grant was now attempting the most difficult movement 
known to the military art, with a thoroughly improvised army : 
tiie greater glory, should he succeed. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

His military plans were greatly impeded by the civil and 
municipal difficulties incident to the state of war. The influx 



* Prime, we have miderstood, declined promotion in the Yolnnteera. 'WU 
son became a most efScient cavalry general. 



THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE. 139 

of negroes into his department, and their unsettled condition, 
gave him no little trouble. They were not yet declared free ; 
they were e^aping from their masters in vast crowds ; many 
were playing a doable part, at once frigitives and spies ; they 
were encmnbering his army, and eating his substance. To 
remedy this, he estabUshed a camp for them, as early as No- 
Tember 14,* and had them '' organized into companies, and 
Bet to work, picking, ginning, and baling all cotton now^ out- 
standing in the fields." His orders against plundering — that 
bane of all armies — ^were very severe, and most vigorously car- 
ried out. An offending regiment, the Twentieth Illinois, — which 
had broken into a store at Jackson, Tennessee, and robbed it 
of property to the value of upwards of one thousand dollars, — 
be punishedf by assessing the amount on the pay of certain 
officers, who were improperly absent, or derelict in their duty ; 
and then he mustered two of their number out of the service. 
The subject of trade, as injurious to military operations in 
inBoirectioiiary States, engaged his serious attention, and he 
long refused to permit it to be carried on. The Jews as a 
class, principally Oerman Jews, having given him great trouble 
in connection with this subject, he excluded them, for some 
time, from his department. As illustrating their great plia- 
bility, we may state that they fell also under the rebel ban, for 
the alacrity with which, upon the surrender of Vicksburg, 
they " went forward and took the oath of allegiance to the 
United States."t ^ 

Urged, at length, with great cogency of reasoning, he al- 
lowed a partial trade ; but, when asked to name persons who 
should conduct it, he was sagacious enough to refuse, declar- 
ing that he would at once be accused of complicity, for his 
own pecuniary benefit. 

Yicksburg, upon which Grant had concentrated his 
thoughts, and w^ch had been in the department of General 
Banks, was now placed in Grant's department, and he was in 

* Orders of that date. . f Orders of NoTeml)er 16. 

} Pollard, Third Tear, p. 
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readiness to demonstrate upon it. To epitomize the value of 
his success, should he capture it, we may quote the words of 
Sherman, in his speech at St. Louis: "The possession of 
the Mississippi is the possession of America." Yicksbxu^ 
alone kept us from that possession. And Jefferson Davis, in 
his speech to the Legislature of Mississippi, on the 26th of 
December, declared that the fall of Yicksburg would " cut off 
their communication with the Trans-Mississippi department, 
and sever the western portion of the Confederacy from the 
eastern.*' The great hope of the rebels, after their defeat at 
Island No. 10, was centred in Yicksburg and Memphis ; and 
when the latter fell, Yicksburg was their best bower in tho 
West. As soon as the demonstration of Oeneral Williams 
upon the city had failed, they had gone to work with great 
vigor to render it impregnable, strengthening the garrison 
and fortifying every available point with heavy earthworks. 

As a strong outwork to Yicksburg, on the 26th of Novem- 
ber they had also fortified Port Hudson, on the left bank, 
twenty-five mUes above Baton Bouge, and the terminus of the 
Chnton Bailroad. This inclosed a long stretch of the river, 
free from our gunboats, through which stores and troops 
might pass, and giving free communication with the rich pro- 
ductions of Texas, upon which they depended as a store- 
house. The eyes of the country, and of military men through- 
out the world, were now turned with great interest upon Grant. 
Moving down by the railroads which met at Grenada, it was 
evident that the first line which the rebels would oppose to 
his advance, was that of the Tallahatchie and its parallel 
streams, upon which a small force, judiciously posted, might 
give great trouble to a large army. But the rebel generals 
were, as we have said, no match for the strategy of Grant. 

THE TALLAHATCHIE. 

While the main army was openly moving down from Grand 
Junction against the rebel forces strongly posted at Abbeville, 
on the Tallahatchie, and Sherman was moving from Memphis 
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direct on ihe same pointy a co-operating force from Helena^ 
unexpected by the rebels, was about to close the Tallahatchie 
region, as by a magic wand. This force, seven thousand 
strong, under Generals A. P. Hovey and Washbume, arrived 
at Delta, near the mouth of the Yazoo Pass, on the 28th of 
November. This was to flank the rebels, compel them to fall 
back, clear the country for Gbrant's advance, and gain un- 
disputed possession of the rich resources of Northern Missis- 
sippi. 

The exact character of the following movements requires 
some care in the study of the component elements, without 
which the reader is liable to fall into confusion. To state the 
plan in Sherman's sententious phrase : " Grant moved direct * 
on Pemberton, while I moved from Memphis, and a smaller 
force under General Washbume struck directly for Grenada ; 
and the first thing Pemberton knew, the depot of his supplies 
was almost in the grasp of a small cavalry force, and he fell 
back in confusion, and gave us the Tallahatchie without a 
battle." * Without space for many details, let us attempt to de- 
scribe these allied movements, with their issues. The strategy 
was beautiful, and admirably executed. The conception of 
these movements was Grant's. Detailed dispatches give the 
itinerary : it was rapid and vigorous. On the 29th of Novem- 
ber, Grant's advance was at Holly Springs ; on the 30th, at 
Waterford; and, on the 1st of December, a junction was 
formed with Sherman. 

General Hovey started from Helena on the 27th of Novem- 
ber, and on the 28th was at Delta. Distributing his cavalry, 
that of Washbume proceeded to Cold Water, where it captured 
a rebel camp ; then the forces moved along the Cold Water and 
Tallahatchie rivers southward, by a rapid march via Preston, 
to Garner's station, just north of Grenada, destroying the 
railroad and bridges ; then to Charleston and Mitchell's cross- 
roads, both knots of country roads ; northward still to Panola 
and Oakland, on the Memphis road, and thence to Coffeeville, 

* Speech at St Loma 
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on that to Grand Junction. The work was well and thor« 

• 

onghly done ; the enemy's rear was seriously endangered ; 
steamboats and many^. river-craft were destroyed on the Tallar- 
hatchie ; the railroad from Memphis to Grenada broken up ; 
cars and locomotives burned and destroyed. Pressed in front 
by Grant, the rebel astonishment turned to panic ; a precipi- 
tate reixeat was all that was left to Pemberton, and so he fell 
back to Grenada, even while Hovey was quietly moving back 

« 

to Helena. Perhaps Hovey was moved back too soon. 

Pemberton retreated from the Tallahatchie on the 1st of 
December, leaving a small force at the railroad-bridge across 
that river ; but they did not seriously dispute the passage* 
Onward still, the cavalry skirmishiag at Abbeville, until, on 
the 3d of December, his headquarters were at Oxford, with his 
cavalry well in advance, driving Van Dom out of Water Val- 
ley and Coffeeville, on the railroad. A glance at the map will 
at once display the value of Hovey's march, at this juncture, 
in preparing the way for the main army. To add to the rebel 
misfortunes, it was now learned that the United States gun- 
boats were in the Yazoo, and steaming up to take them in 
rear, and perhaps cut off their retreat. One of our gunboats, 
the Cairo, was exploded by a rebel torpedo. 

Sherman's expedition. 

The first act thus auspiciously performed. Grant proposed 
to General Halleck to hold the enemy south of the Yalabusha, 
and move a force from Memphis and Helena on Vicksburg ; 
and, in reply, received orders from General Halleck to send 
the proposed expedition against Vicksburg. General Sher- 
man was selected for the command ;* and Morgan L. Smith's 

* The following is General Grant's order to Sherman : 

HxADQUARTBRfly ThIRTEBNTH ABMT CoRPB, 

DxpABTMEzrr OF THB TsNVEBSEX, Oxford, Mias., Deo. 8, 186S. 

MAJOBrGEinmAL W. T. Shebman, Commanding Bight Wing : • 

GbnebaIi — ^You will proceed with as little delay as possibre to Memphis, 
Tenn., taking with yon one division of your present command. On your arrival 
at Memphis^ yon will assume command of all the troops there, and that portion 



THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE. I43 

division, then near Oxford, immediately started back to 
Memphis to form part of the expedition. It was confidently 
believed, that if Sherman moved with all possible dispatch, 
he would be able, with the force at his command, and the co- 
operation of the navy, under Admiral Porter, to 'surprise and 
capture Vicksburg. If he should find this impracticable, it 
"was almost certain that he would be able to take and hold 
Haines' Bluff, operate against the enemy's Unes, and open up 
to General Grant the Tazoo River as a line of supplies ; while 
Grant should press Pemberton in front, and hold him in force 
in the Yalabusha, until the result of Sherman's attack should 
be known.* 

of General CurtiB*8 foioe at present east of the Missiasipin Biver, and organize 
them into brigades and divisions in your own way. As soon as possible, move 
with them down the river, to tlie vicinity of Vicksburg ; and, with the co-opera- 
tion of the gunboat fleet under command of Flag-0£9cer Porter, proceed to the 
reduction of that place, in such manner as circumstances and your own judg- 
ment may dictate. 

The amount of rations, fomge, land transportation, etc, neceaaary to take 
will be left entirely with yoursell The quartermaster at 8t. Louis wiU be in- 
Btructed to send yon transportation vfor thirty thousand men. Shotdd you still 
find yourself deficient, your quartermaster will be authorized to make up the 
deficiency from such transports as may come into the port of Memphis. 

On arriving in Mempliis, put yourself In commonication with Admiral Porter, 
• and arrange with him for his cooperation. 

Inform me at the earliest practicable day of the time when joa will embark, 
and such plans as may then be matured. I will hold the forces here in readi- 
nees to co-operate with you in such manner as the movements of the enemy 
may make necessary. 

Leave the district of Memphis in the command of an effident officer, and 

with a garrison of four regiments of infantry^ the siege-guns, and whatever 

cavalry may be there. 

(Signed) U. S. Gbajit, Miyor-QeneraL 

• 

* The following letter of General Sherman to Admiral Porter gives his 

views of the movement. 

Headquabtbbs Bioht Wnro, Amrr of thb TamrsasKE, 
OzTOBD, Miss., Deo. 8, 1862. 

BbaKtAdhiral D. D. Porter, 

CommaTiding U. 8. Naval Forces, Cairo, His. : 
The movemeivt thus far has been eminently suooessful. General Grant, 
moving down directly upon the enemy's strong lines behind the Tallahatchie, 
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On the 14th of December, General Grant telegraphed to 
Sherman, in cipher, as follows : — 

I haye not had one word from Grieraon since he left^ and am getting 
uieaaj about him. I hope Qeneral Gorman will give you no dlfficoltj about 
retnming the troops that were on this side of the river, and Steele to command 
them. The twenty-one thousand men you have, with twelve thousand fiom 
Helena, will make a good force. The enemy are as yet in the Yaiabnsha. I 
am poshing down on them slowly, but so as to keep up the impressioa of a 
continuous move. I feel particularly anxious to have the Helena cavalry on 
this side of the river — if not now, at least alter you start. If GN)nnan wiU send 
them, instruct them where to go, and how to communicate with me. My head- 
quarters will probably be in CoffeeviUe, one week hence. In the mean time, I 
win be at Springdale. It would be well if you could have two or three small 
boats, suitable for navigating the Taaoa It may become necessaiy fi>r me to 
look to that base for supplies before we get through. 

(Signed) U. S. Gbaht, MaJor-GeneraL 



while the Helena force appeared unexpectedly on their flank, utterly ccm- 
ibunded them, and they are now in full retreat, and we are at a loss where they 
will bring up. We hope they wiU halt and reform behind the Yalabusha, with 
Grenada as their centre. If so. General Grant can press their front, whilst I 
am ordered to take all the spare troops from Memphis and Helena, and proceed 
with all dispatch to Vicksburg. 

Time now ia the great object. We must not give time for new combina- 
tions. I know you will promptly co-operate. It will not be necessary to en- 
gage their Vicksburg batteries until I have broken all their inland communi- 
cation ; then Vicksburg must be attacked by land and water. In this I wiU 
defer much to you. 

My porpose will be to cut the road to Mimroe, La., to Jackson, Miss., and 
then appear up the Yazoo, threatening the Mississippi Central road where it 
crosifes the Big Black. 

These movements will disconcert the enemy, and thr6w them on to Me- 
ridian, especilJly as General Grant presses them in front. All this should be 
done before the winter rains make General Grant's road impassable. I will 
leave for Memphis to-morrow, Tuesday night, and will reach Memphis with 
one of my old divisions Friday night. We ought to leave Memphis before the 
20th, and I do earnestly deolre you should meet me there. At all events, even 
if the larger gunboats cannot proceed at once, send those of light draught 
down, with Captains Phelps, Gwinn, Shirk, or some officer to assist me in the 
preliminary work. Of course, Vicksburg cannot be reduced till you arrive with 
the large gunboats. 

General Grant's purpose is to- take full advantage of the efieets of this Talla- 
hatchie success. 

I am, with great respect^ 

(Signed) W. T. Shsbmak, Mi^QrGeoeral oommandiag. 
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Never did human hopes have a brighter prospect ; never 

had skilful combinations been more beantifollj successfdL 

Chrant confined his operations against the enemy to such as 

seemed most probable to secure the success of his part in the 

grand movement. He pushed slowly but steadily forward 

towards Grenada, and sent cavabry expeditions against Pemr 

berton's lines of conmiunication and both his flanks, and 

menaced his front, while Sherman was about to make a grand 

attack on Yicksburg, by the Mississippi and Yazoo. Qrant 

had left small but adequate garrisons at all the principal 

points in his rear : among them were Columbus, Humboldt, 

Trenton, Jackson, Bolivar, Corinth, Holly Springs, Cold 

Water, Davis's Mills, and Middleburg. He had neglected 

no precaution, a^d now he was about to grasp the gUttering 

prize, when suddenly, in a moment, the prospect was blasted, 

the entire movement defeated, and a disaster which he could 

not anticipate was to fall upon his advance, and Sherman's 

gaJlant, but unaided attack. 

As a lesson to aU miUtary men who ma^faU into isolated 
command, it is valuable ; otherwise, it was an unalloyed dis- 
aster. 

mubphy's subbendeb of holly spbings. 

The story is a very brief one. As soon as Van Dom was 
assured of the return of Hovey's expedition, he took heart, 
and determined to attack some of the garrisoned posts in 
Grant's rear ; to destroy the railroad-bridges all along from 
Columbus to Corinth ; and thus to force him to abandon or 
postpone his grand movement. In a military point of view. 
Van Dom deserves credit for this plan, which, aided by the 
disgraceful conduct of one man, was entirely successful. 
That man was Colonel B. C. Murphy, who had been intrusted 
with the command of Holly Springs, and who, upon being 
surrounded by rebel cavalry, surrendered his post without 
striking a single blow, on the 20th of December, while Grant 
was at Oxford, thirty miles away. Murphy h&d taken no pre- 



/ 
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cautions, alihongh he knew what threatened, and had left the 
garrison in ignorance of all danger. It is difficult to under- 
stand his apparent unconcern at the vast issues which de- 
pended upon his holding out until he had not a man left. 
But we need not stop to moralize : he gave up the post, with 
yast quantities of ammunition, quartermaster, commissary, 
and medical stores, and one thousand bales of cotton. The 
blow fell like a stroke of lightning. Grant's communications 
were cut, the vast plans and preparations rendered useless, 
and the siege of Yicksburg indefinitely postponed. Grant fell 
back to Holly Springs. 

Other attacks the rebels had made, at Cold Water, Da- 
vis's Mills, and Middleburg, which were bravely repulsed. 
Murphy was disgraced and dismissed, and all that Grant 
could do was to plan again, and hope for better aid in the 
future.* 

This failure, lamentable in itself, was the more to be re- 
gretted because, in the summer, only a short time before, 
Pope had been signally defeated at Centreville on the 28th of 
August, at Manassas on the 30th, and at Chantilly on the 1st 
of September ; and because the battle of Antietam was not a 
compensating victory. The battle of Perryville, on the 8th of 
-October, was not to our advantage; and the chapter of dis- 
asters or barren victories was crowned with horrors by the 
wholesale slaughters of Fredericksburg, on the 13th of De- 
cember. 

But whoever might despair. Grant did not. Every one who 
has read his history thus far must have been struck with his 
singular tenacity of purpose. Not a day was lost in irresolu- 
tion ; preparations were at once made for putting a new plan 
into execution. 

And here let us pause to give a brief sketch of Sherman's 
fortunes, in the campaign which reached such an untimely 
end. 



* The nddera of Forrest, in Grant's rear, were finally dispersed bjr Qenend 
Sweenj. 
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9i6Tmaii'8 expedition to Yioksbturg, like all ihe actions of 
that brilliant general, was carefuUy prepared, weU-timed, and 
admirably conducted. With only a general knowledge of the 
gronnd upon which he was to attack, he embarked his troops 
at Memphis and Helena, and on Ihe 21st of December, the day 
after the surrender of Holly Springs, but in unhappy igno- 
rance of that fact, his fleet of sixty transports, convoyed by 
Admiral Porter, with three gunboats, rendezvoused at Friar's 
Point. His a>iny, called the " Eight Wing of the Army of 
the Tennessee," was composed of four divisions, under Gen- 
erals G. W. Morgan, M. L. Smith, A. J. Smith, and Frederick 
Steele. Steele's division had four brigades, under Blair, 
Thayer, C. S. Hovey, and HassendurbeL The other three 
divisions were of three brigades each. The men were the 
flower of the West. In an admirable order, issued December 
18th, he had forbidden aU citizens, traders, and women to 
accompany it, and allowed no cotton to be shipped, except 
what was needed for bulk-heads and protection. If any ^ 
citizen should elude the order, he was to be conscripted as 
a private, or turned over as a deck-hand. We call attention 
to this order as iQdicative of the care with which his move- 
ment was conducted. Landing a detachment under M. L. 
Smith, at Milliken's Bend, he sent it to Delhi and Dallas, to 
cut the rebel communication by the Yicksburg and Shreve- 
port Raikoad, after which they were to join him. 

On the 27th, the main body proceeded up the Yazoo, and 
debarked at and above Johnston's Landing, at various points 
from the junction of the Old Kiver with the Yazoo to John- 
ston's Farm, about eight mUes from Yicksburg. 

The long line of Bluff upon which Yicksburg is situated 
touches the Yazoo at Haines' Bluff, and incloses, between that 
river and the bend of the Mississippi, a field of most difficult 
topography, intersected with bayous, and commanded by a 
succession of redoubts, lines of rifle-pits, and field-batteries, 
protected by abatis, on the bluffs and on the plain at their 
base. In front of aU this, the Chickasaw bayou, coming east- 
ward from the Yazoo, turns southigard to flow as a deep 
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and wide wet ditch to the entire fortification, prolonged to 
the northward by the Cypress Lake slough. 
' The Confederate positions, from Haines' Bluff to Vicksbnzg, 
were exceedingly strong by nature, and doubly fortified by 
military sldlL The rebel troops, who had been in Grant's 
front, now that he had fallen back, rushed to Yicksburg, fall 
of hope, to overpower Sherman. It is not within our scope 
to give a detailed account of this action ; we can only give its 
outlines. In landing, the forces were thus disposed : A. J. 
Smith on the right ; M. L. Smith, the right centre ; Morgan, the 
left centre ; and Steele, th^ left. Steele's first landing, on the 
28th, was above the slough, while Morgan had moved south 
of Chickasaw bayou, into the re-entering angle. 

Steele was withdrawn, on account of the difficulties en- 
countered in crossing the slough, and re-embarked, to land 
south of the Chickasaw, on the left of Morgan. Blair's bri- 
gade, which, in the temporary absence of M. L. Smith, had 
occupied the right centre, was now march.ed to joiu Steele on 
the left. The brigades of Thayer and Blair then advanced to 
the assault across the bridges, with the most distinguished 
bravery. They stormed the rifle-pits, entered the rebel line, 
driving them back in confusion. But they were largely re- 
enforced, while there were unaccountable delays in the move- 
ment of our troops. Morgau's division was not brought over 
in time to engage in the assault. 

The • movements of attack on the centre and right were 
greatly impeded by the difficulty of bridging the bayou, and 
were therefore very feeble. The attack on the left, which 
was extremely gallant, was made by only three thousand men, 
eight hundred of whom were put hors de combat, Sherman, 
ardent and impetuous, was very angry at this "lame and 
impotent conclusion," but he was also philosophical Under 
the protection of a flag of truce, on the 31st, he buried his 
dead and carried off his wounded. 

One more effort he thought to make ; it was, to try a com- 
bined land and naval attack upon Haines' Bluff, turn the rebel 
right, and roU back his line or endanger his rear. This new 
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plan he was ready to put into execution on the 1st of January, 
when a dense fog made it impracticable : when it lifted, the 
rebels were prepared for him. Baffled, but not humiliated, 
he re-embarked his command and dropped down the Yazoo, 
haying lost in his assault, one himdred and ninety-one killed, 
nine hundred and eighty- two wounded, and seven hundred 
and fifty-six missing. 

At the mouth of the river he found General McClemand, 
waiting, by order of the President, to take command. He sent 
the transports up to MiUiken's Bend. " The right 'wing" was 
merged into the " Army of the Mississippi," of which Sher- 
man commanded one corps and Morgan the other, and the 
last act of the campaign was over. Sherman gracefully 
acknowledges the defeat in his order and report, and in his 
recent speech at St. Louis, but the world now knows, what it 
did not then, that he was " on time," and was the victim of 
unavoidable circumstances, and that his repulse was no less 
a consequence of Murphy's surrender of HoUy Springs, than 
was Grant's falling back to that point; not because Grant 
could not co-operate, but because his retrograde movement 
enabled the rebels to send large re-enforcements to Vicks- 
buig. 

Of course, Pemberton was proud of the Confederate suc- 
cess, and he had a right to be. * Following his impotence on 
the Tallahatchie, it was a great consolation — ^the last gleam 
of success which was to irradiate his path : let him^^make 
much of it. 

ABKANSAS POST. 

Before McClemand had taken command, General Sherman 
and Admiral Porter had discussed the propriety of an attack 
on Arkansas Post, and had decided, for numerous reasons, 
to make it. The proposition was Sherman's ; but McClemand 
concurred in it They went up the White River from the 
Mississippi, and thence by a connecting canal into the Arkan- 
sas. All the gunboats that could get into the canal were 
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sent forward, tmtU they reached Fort HrndTnan, at the old 
post of Arkansas, on the left bank of the riyer. The joint 
attack by the army and navy conld not be resisted ; Ihe firing 
began at noon on the 11th, and lasted until four o'clock, wh^i 
a white flag gave token of surrender. Our loss was about six 
hundred ; that of the rebels only one hundred and fifiy. We 
destroyed the fort. TBe navy sent up and captured Des Arc 
and Duvals, while McClernand withdrew his forces to Napo- 
leon. 

Grant had come up the White Biver to meet Porter at the 
cutaway, and prepare for his new campaign. We have^ 
noticed the capture of Fort Hindman, on account of its bear- 
ing on the general plan. It was yery opportune ; it tended 
to inspirit the men, and in some sort retrieve the repulse of 
Haines' Bluff : it was doing sometJiing with troops who would 
otherwise have lain idle, while Grant was moving his army 
to Memphis; and it changed the discord of defeat, in the ears 
of an impressible 'public, into the harmonious notes of a vic- 
tory. It was also another rebel discomfiture. Otherwise it 
amounted to very little. 

NEW OBGANIZATIOK INTO ARMY CORPS. 

Grant had been steadily gaining groimd in the confidence 
of the Government, and the great importance of his plans in 
Mississippi caused them to send h\m a larger number of 
troops, requiring a new organization. These, in accordance 
with historic experience, he disposed into army corps, instead 
of numerous distinct divisions. The advantage of this system 
is manifest. It gives to competent generals, commanding 
corps, a larger field in which to display their powers, and it 
relieves the commander of great official drudgery — ^all the 
division reports, etc., being settled at the corps headquarters, 
while only a digest is sent up by the corps commanders to 
the commander-in-chief. Also, on the field of war, the orders 
of the commanding general are given to corps commanders, 
and they are held responsible for the movements and actions 
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of the diTisions constitnting their corps. And stiU, in addition 
to these advantages, each army corps constitutes an army in 
itself, properly organized of the three arms, and ready for 
independent movement as such. The system i^ French, and 
OUT brief experience in handling large bodies of men, soon 
prompted its employment in the'late war. 

On the 22d of December, Grant issued the following 
order: 

General Orders, No. 14. 

HXAOQUABTXBS, DzPASnCElfT OV THX TSNKXSSBS, 

^ Holly Springs, Miss., Dec 22, 1862. 

* "By directions of the general-in-cbief of the army, the thwps in this depart- 
tnent, indnding those of the Department of the Missouri operating on the Mis- 
siflBippi Itiyer, are hereby divided into four armj corps, as follows : 

1. The troops composing the Ninth Division, 'Brigadier General G. W. 
Morgan commanding ; the Tenth Division, Brigadier-General A. J. Smith 
commanding ; and all other troops operating on the Mississippi Biver below 
Memphis, not included in the Fifteenth Army Corps, will constitute the Thir- 
teenth Army Corps, under the command of Major-General John A. McCler- 

'2. The mth Division, Brigadier-General Morgan L. Smith conunanding ; 
the division from Helena, Arkansas, commanded by Brigadier-General F. 
Steele ; and the forces in the *' District of Memphis," will constitute the Fif- 
teenth Army Corps, and be commanded by Major-General W. T. Sherman. 

8, The Sixth Division, Brigadier-General J. McArthur commanding ; the 
Seventh Division, Brigadier-General I. F.Qoimby commanding ^-the Eighth Di- 
Tifdon, Brigadier-General L. F. Boss commanding ; the Second Brigade of cav- 
alry. Colonel A. L. Lee commanding ; and the troops in the " District of Co- 
lumbus," commanded by Brigadier-General Davics, and those in the " District 
of Jackson," commanded by Brigadier-General Sullivan, will constitute the 
Sixteenth Army Corps, and be commanded by Major-General S. A. Hurlbut. 

4. The First Division, Brigadier-General J. W. Denver commanding ; the 
Third Division, Brigadier-General John A. Logan commanding; the Fourth 
Division, Brigadier-General J. G. Lauman commanding ; the Hrst Brigade of 
cavalry. Colonel B. H. Grierson commanding ; and the forces in the " District 
of Corinth," commanded by Brigadier-General G. M. Dodge, will constitute the 
Seventeenth Anny Corps, and be commanded-by Major-General J. B. McPherson. 

District commanders wUl send consolidated returns of their forces to these 
headquarters, as well as to army corps headquarters, and will, for the present, 
receive orders from department headquarters. 

By order of 

Major-General U. S. Grant. 
JoHK A. RAwuim, ^ A. G. 
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THE president's PROCLAJtfATION, AND THE TTSE OP COLORED 

TROOPS. 

No histoiy of the war, and no biography of any one of its 
chief actors, would be complete without reference to a State 
paper of greater significance than any other issued during the 
period of hostilities. Indeed, it may well be doubted whether 
any public document ever issued in America had more im- 
portant bearings than this. We refer to the President's 
Emancipation Proclamation. On the 22d of September, 1862, 
he had declared, by proclamation, that on the 1st day of Jan- 
uary, 1863, all persons held as slaves within the States,* the 
people of which were in rebellion, should be thereafter free. 
On the 1st day of January he had ratified that assertion by 
formal proclamation, enumerating the States and portions of 
States in which it should take effect. 

This was the signal for new political controversies, and 
many of our high officers in the army were inclined to fight 
against it. 

We need do no more than to declare, as we have done be- 
fore, that this was a logical sequence for which we should 
have been prepared, and against which the rebels had not the 
shadow of a right to complain. The recruiting of negro regi- 
ments was also a bugbear to many people, though not a single 
valid argument can be brought against it. Disloyal sheets 
fulminated the fallacious argmnenta of the schools, ad populurriy 
ad verecundianiy and the like, and the swords of certain gener- 
als relaxed in their grasp ; they halted on the negro question. 
Grant, no politician, but a straightforward, manly soldier, was 
instant and earnest in his obedience. "It is expected,** he 
wrote in orders, " that all commanders will especially exert 
themselves in carrying out the policy of the Administration, 
not only in organizing colored troops, and rendering them 
efficient, but also in removing prejudice against them." As 
the servant of a g^eat republic, he left to the departments 
of Government their specific duties, while he performed his 
own. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

THE NSW KOTEHElilT TOWARDS VIOKSBUBO. 

BovTBS PSOFOtsD. — ^Williaxb' oakal. — Wht it taiukd. — ^dLLixxzr's Bnm. — Laxb 

'pBOTiDxifox.— Thb Yazoo PAa8.~STEXLE^8 Batou.— Pobtbb's znzbot.— Tax* 

OLSD conifTBT. — Wbat kext ? — To New Carthaok, Ain> bbtond. — ^Pas8zx» 

THE BATTEBIXS. — FIB8T BOATS. — SHEETS OF FIBE. — SeOOND LOT. — HaBD T1ICE8.— 

AoBon TO BBcnNSBUBo. — Battlb OF Pobt Gibson. — Esmmy bovtbd. 

Stuno by the failure of his plan^, and spurred onward by 
an irrepressible spirit and unyielding will, Grant now deter- 
mined to take Yicksburg at every hazard, and at any cost 
In the perusal of the following history, it is curious to' see his 
difficulties, his expedients ; how, like a lime-hound on its 
track, he essayed many approaches, until at last he found the 
true one, or rather, burst through barriers of fire to reach it. 

His plan was to moye upon Yicksburg from the interior ; but 
how to get a base by which he might do so was the question* 
The principal routes proposed, and, to a certain extent, prose- 
cuted, were the following: first, Williams* canal, or cut-off; 
second, the route from MiUiken's Bend ; third. Lake Provi- 
dence; fourth, the Yazoo Pass; and fifth, Steele's Bayou* 
Let us consider these in their order. 



WILLIAMS' CANAL. 

This out-off had been located across the peninsula, at right 
angles, about six miles below Yicksburg. It was about one 
mile across ; and, if it could be made effective, it would isolate 
Yicksburg, and make a channel for transporting troops and 
supplies io the new base south of the city, without exposm'o 

7* 
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to the batteries of the city. It has already been stated thai 
the location was faulty, beginning in an eddy above, and de- 
bouching opposite the Big bayou and race-course, exposed to 
an Enfilading fire from the lower batteries. 

Immediately after the affair of Arkansas Post, McClemand 
had been 'Ordered down to Young's Point, and McArthur's 
division was there on the 20th of January ; and that was the 
destination of the entire Army of the Tennessee, less the fi^ar* 

large naval force, under Admiral Porter, had also rendez- 
voused there. On the 2d of February, Grant came down to 
Young's Point in person, and superintended the work on the 
canal. It was prosecuted with great vigor. The camps of the 
army were on the west side, and the eieirth was thrown up on 
that side, to form a sort of levee for their protection. The 
river was rising rapidly; but, while it promised a speedy 
opening, it also threatened danger to the embankments. •la- 
deed it was with' difficulty that the fast gathering waters could 
be kept out of the canal and the camps. It was now the 8th 
of March, and, between hope and fear, the former predomi- 
nating, they were toihng on, when suddenly the great river 
asserted its strength ; the mouth of t}ie cut-off gave way with 
a grand burst; the waters swept through and swept over, 
carrying away implements and dykes, and flooding the camps, 
to the extreme discomfort and great danger of the men. The 
soldiers, seizing their tents and equipments, rushed for the 
levee : all that part of the peninsula south of the railroad was 
imder water. The first step in the new plan was a failure, and 
the rebels laughed loud and long at our discomfiture. 

Grant was not for a moment disturbed; he had not de- 
pended solely upon this : he had other projects for untying 
the Gordian knot, and was ready in default of all these to cut 
it with his sword. His army was large, and, in spite of ma-' 
lignant reports, healthy and in good spirits. 
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MTTJilKF.N*8 BEND. 



The engineers had reported to him a practicable route 
through the bajons which nin from near MiUiken's Bend, on 
the north, and New Carthage, on the south, through Bounda- 
l>ont bayou into the Tensas Ifiyer. This also was tried: 
dredge-boats were sent forward to clear a passage, and a smaU 
steamer, with a few barges, was passing through, when the 
Budden &1I of the river, commencing about the middle of 
April, put an end to this scheme. 

lake: protedence. 

While still at work on Williams' cut-off, and as an altema- 
tive or an additional route, Lake Proyidence had engaged 
Grant's attention, and he had put a large force to work upon 
it. • This lake, situated seyenty-five miles from Yicksburg, and 
just south of the Arkansas State line, is only one mile west of 
the Mississippi : through this short strip a canal was cut. The 
lake is six miles long, and is connected by Bayou Baxter with 
Bayou Macon, a water-channel which opens iifto the Tensas, 
and by the Washita and .Bed rivers into the Mississippi. The 
route was long and difficult, and the most that could be hoped 
from it was a means of communication with Banks at Port 
Hudson. This project served to employ the troops, but it 
was^soon abandoned. 

THE YAZOO PASS. 

This route promised more than the others, and" was mos 
vigorously attempted. Tazoo Pass, eight miles below Helena, 
is a narrow, tortuous channel, running eastward from the 
Mississippi into Moon Lake, whence it again issues eastward, 
with a very snake-like course, until it empties into the Cold- 
water Biver, which, at some distance below, empties into the 
Tallahatchie. It was known that on both the Coldwater and 
Tallahatchie rivers the rebels were building gunboats and 
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omer craft. At Mgh-water, the Tallahatchie is navigable to 
Wjatt, far above the mouth of the Coldwater. Grant's plan 
was to get into the Coldwater with his Ught-draoght boats, and 
destroy these vessels ; and, finding the route more practicable 
than had been anticipated, he hoped the gunboats would then 
run down into the Yazoo, and co-operate with a land force in 
a new assault on Haines' Bluff. His plan was defeated by 
<« th« magnificent distances," and the difficulties of the route. 
Two heavy gunboats, one ram, six light-<lraught gunboats, and 
eighteen transports were made ready ; and McPherson, with 
the Seventeentii Corps, and two divisions, one from the Thir- 
teenth and one from the Fifteenth, was in readiness to em- 
bark, when the number of transports was found to be inade- 
quate. Only one division could be taken ; and while we were 
moving painfully and slowly with these troops, the rebels, in- 
formed of our projects, were as busy as bees blocking the 
rivers below, the principal fortifications being just above 
Greenwood, where the Tallahatchie and the Yalabusha unite 
to form the Tazoo. 

One division of McClemand's Corps (Thirteenth), with the 
Twelfth and Seventeenth regiments Missouri voltmteers from 
Sherman, as sharp-shooters, formed the advance of the expe- 
dition, under General Boss. With great labor, and after the 
partial disabling of many of the boats, they succeeded in 
reaching the Coldwater on the 2d of March, From that point 
to Fort Pemberton the navigation was much easier, and^ not 
much opposed by the enemy. ' But the fort itself was well 
posted for defence. Within the angle of junction of the 
rivers, it was protected by them ; and in its front, which ex- 
tended entirely across, from river to river, the overflowed 
grounds formed a serious obstacle to attack by a land force. 
This being at once manifest, the gunboats were directed to 
endeavor to silence the guns^; but, after a grand effort, they 
were unable to do so. , When Quimby, with one division of 
McPher^on's corps, came up to re-enforce Boss, on the 21st of 
March, and, as senior, to assume command, he found our 
troops on their return, near Fort Pemberton ; and, by order. 
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"fCJtihdrew the whole forcei arriving at Milliken's Bend on the 
23dof MardL 

/ 

STEELE'S BATOn. 

• 

Nothing conld exceed the energy of Porter and his fleet at 
this jtmctore ; and no event of the campaign more strikingly 
iUustrates this than the reconnoissance from the Yazoo be- 
low, through Steele's Bayou. Without the aid of a diagram, 
it is almost impossible to describe its tortuous course. The 
boats were to proceed up the Yazoo seven miles, 1k) Cypress 
bayou, — ^a short opening into Steele's Bayou, — ^which, after a 
course of thirty miles, connects, by a shdrt canal called the 
Ldttle Black Fork, with Deer Creek. After navigating that 
stream for eighteen miles, there is a connection by the Boil- 
ing Fork with the Sunflower Biver, ten Iniles distant. This 
latter stream, after a flow of forty-one miles, empties into the 
Yazoo, not far above Haiues' Bluff, and sixty miles from its 
mouth. This was a difficult, roundabout, but promising route, 
navigable throughout for the iron-clads ; and it would flank 
Greenwood, threaten the rear of those who were there hold- 
ing our troops and boats at a « dead-lock," and torn the flank 
of the rebel defences at Haines' Bluff. General Grant ac- 
companied Porter on a part of this reconnoissance, and was a 
witness to its immense difficidties. The country was a wild 
and tangled thicket; the navigation was impeded by over- 

boats, and jamming those in rear ; smoke-stacks and upper 
gear were swept away. Dark nights, realizing the " palpable 
obscure," added to the danger and difficulty, and would have 
discouraged less imconquerable hearts than those of our gal- 
lant navy, whose spirits seemed to rise as the obstacles accu- 
mulated and increased. General Orant hastened back to 
Young's Point, to send up a pioneer force, and one division of 
Sherman's corps, across from Eagle Bend, to clear the way. 
But the difficulty before encountered was here again mot. 
WhUe our forces were making slow but sure progress, the 
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rebels got wind of the moyement, and were making ready for 
us, after the difficult navigation should have been compleied. 
It was, therefore^ thought best to abandon the route ; and this 
was done, when we were but a few hundred yards distant 
bom the Yazoo. A quintette of failures ; what next? 

TO NEW CARTHAGE, AND BEYOND. 

Grant now determined to occupy New Carthage, which 
could be reached by land, even at the present stage of the 
river, and thus secure a point which should protect the main 
line of his communication by water. On the 29th of March, 
McClemand was pushed forward, with the Thirteenth Corps, 
for this purpose, to be followed by the Fifteenth and Seven- 
teenth, as soon as they could get proper suppUes. All went 
well until, upon the arrival of McClemand's advance at 
Smith's plantation, only two miles from New Carthage, it was 
found that the levee of Bayou Yidal had broken away, and 
that New Carthage was, for the time at least, an island. 
Surely the Mississippi, with its interlacing, circumjacent wa- 
ters, was a rebel sympathizer. 

The first effort of Grant, in view of this new obstacle, was 
to improvise boats to transport the troOps across ; but this 
was slow work, and so another route was projected : this was 
by a detour around Bayou Yidal, twelve miles further, making 
the distance traversed from Milliken's Bend thirty-five miles. 
The roads were horrible, and besides the passage of the 
troops over these, ordnance stores and supplibs must be 
taken. The task was herculean, but the will of Grant pro- 
vided a way. 

PASSING THE BATTERIES. 

And now we reach one of the most remarkable and brilliant 
features of the campaign — the running of the Yicksburg bat- 
teries by the fle^Dt, with transports and barges — ^the inaugura- 
tion of the great siege. The army, as we have seen, could be 
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jnarched down the west bank ; bnt the question was, how to 
get the transports below for the crossing of the troops, and 
the gunboats to protect the landings. 

On the 16th of April, Porter was ready to make the attempt, 
which was to be entirely successfuL With eight gunboats, all 
of which but one were iron-clad, and farther protected by hay 
and cotton, he took three transports — ^the Forest Queen, 
Henry Clay, and Silver Wave — Bladen with supplies for the 
army, and their machinery protected by bales of cotton and 
hay. The gunboats were to move past in single file, engaging 
the enemy's batteries, if discovered, with their broadside guns; 
while the transports, on the starboard, shoidd try to slip 
through, under cover of the smoke. It was between ten and 
eleven o'clock that night as they came around the bend^ the 
Benton, Captain Greer, leading. The embattled city slept in 
silence,^ apparently ignorant of the approach of the bold 
armament, which was to throw its boasted invincibility to the 
winds ; but, while it began to be believed on the fleet that the 
enemy were, for some ulterior purpose, allowing us to pass un- 
molested, two sharp and brilliant lines of fire gave the signal, 
and, in the wprda of a spectator, *' in an instant the whole 
length of the bluffs was ablaze with fire." Not quite unscathed 
by all these grand pyrotechnics, the fleet ran the gauntlet, 
pouring in their broadsides upon the city, from twenty-five 
heavy guns, charged with grape and shrapnel. In an hour 
and a quarter the batteries were passed. The Forest Queen 
was disabled by a shot through her drum, but was towed 
below, and soon repaired. The ill-fated Henry Clay* was the 
sole victim of the achievement. Her cotton was set on fire, 
her men demoralized, and she was abandoned, A' blazing 
wreck, drifting down the river. 

The batteries at Warrenton, below, were so intimidated by 
Porter's fire, . that they scarcely responded. Here was a 
decided smile of Fortune : the fickle goddess was evidently be- 



* A passenger steamer of this name was burnt on the Hndson, in 1852, i^itb 
great loss of life. 
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coming propitious. Such brilliant success prompted another 
immediate attempt. Grant ordered six more transports to be 
made ready — ^the Tigress, Anglo-Saxon, Cheeseman, Empire 
City, Horizonia, and Moderator, and in tow of these were 
twelve barges, laden with forage. These were run bj on the 
night of April 22. The Tigress was sunk by the enemy's shot. 
In aU", five of the boats were damaged, but soon repaired ; a^d 
one-half the forage on the barges was safely landed. War, 
even when successful, is an expensive game : this was con- 
sidered quite a satisfactory result. In both these expeditions, 
the transports were manned by eager volunteers, who re- 
sponded in great numbers to every call made for them. And 
in this connection. General Grant refers to the fact, that will- 
ing adepts, in all mechanical arts, could be found in his- army, 
whenever wanted. 

Let us now return to the movement of the army. The 
number of transports for a journey down the river being still 
inadequate. Grant determined to move his army> by a cir- 
cuitous route, to Hard Times, on the Louisiana shore, just 
above Grand Gulf. This would make the distance travelled 
by the troops seventy miles from Milliken's Bend. At 
this time, only the Thirteenth Corps, under McClemand, 
had reached that point, followed by McPherson with the 
Seventeenth. 

The next Qtep to be taken was to cross the Thirteenth Corps 
over the river in transports and barges. Then, when the navy 
should silence the batteries of Grand Gulf, McClemand was 
to storm them. It is well that circumstancies changed this 
programme. Grand Gulf is an exceedingly strong post, on 
the high bluff of the Mississippi, just south of the entrance of 
the Big Black Eiver. Its batteries, sweeping the river, were 
arranged iu tiers ; and the range of hills was lined with rifle- 
pits, protected by field-guns. . 

At eight o'clock on the morning of April 29, the fleet moved 
to the attack, while a large portion of the Thirteenth Corps 
were held in readiness to land. General Grant, on a tug in 
the stream, watched the action, and was greatly impressed 
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with the extreme gallantry of the navy. They brought their 
vessels within pistol-&hot of the batteries ; and, for five houi's 
and thirty nunutes, they rained shot and shell upon them, 
receiving in return a hail-storm of iron and steeL The lower 
batteries were silenced, but the upper ones were too high for 
the guns on the boats ; and at the end of the action, it was 
developed that they were entirely too strong to be taken by a 
coup de main of the land forces. 

THE ADVANCES BY BBUIN8BURG. 

Once more upon the road! Grant had learned that 

from Sruinsburg, on the east bank, a few miles below, there 

was a good road to Fort^jGibson ; and if he could reach that 

point. Grand Gulf must be evacuated. His plan, long hidden 

in his own counsels, was now manifest to the world ; and the 

world declared it audacious in the extreme. The authorities 

at Washington doubted its feasibility : the rebels felt sure 

that he was placing ImQself between two fires.' Some of his 

best officers, it is said, protested against it. Grant was true 

to his own convictions. The force which had been held in 

readiness to attack Grand Gulf, had the navy silenced its bat- 

. teries, was disembarked at Hard Times, and marched down 

the river to a point below Grand Gulf, opposite Bruinsburg ; 

while the navy and the transports ran the batteries and joined 

them. 

On the 30th of April, from early morning, transports, barges, 
and gunboats were all in requisition, ferrying McClernand 
across to Bruinsburg. His corps theh started at once, with 
three days' rations in haversack, so as to reach the highlands, 
and form line without resistance. The Seventeenth was fol- 
lowing as rapidly as possible. General Grant also crossed in 
person on the same day. The enemy should have resisted the 
advance fighting in retreat; but they did not. They were 
first met, eight miles from Bruinsburg, on the night of the 
30th of April, and driven back a considerable distance be- 
fore the %hting was discontinued. With the early morning 
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of May 1st, they were met in force, under Major-Qen^^l 
Bowes, about four miles from Fort Gibson, and thirteen from 
Bruinsburg. They were strongly posted, where two roads 
meet, — ^both, however, leading by detour tp the right and left, 
to Port Gibson — ^the brigades of Green and Tracey (one 
thousand and one thousand five hundred strong, respectively) 
holding their front line. Bowen at once sent for re-enforce- 
ments, which reached him during the bal^tle. To defeat this 
rebel force, on both roads, was now the matter in hand. 



THE BATTLE OP POBT ^IBSON. 

The roads upon which the rebels were posted were np^n 
ridges, and there were ravines and very broken country on the 
sides. It was a position in which a small force could success- 
fully resist a large one. McClemand divided his force, sending 
the division of Osterhaus to attack on the left ; while on the 
right were those of Hovey, Carr, and Smith. As the action 
became serious. General Grant appeared upon the ground, 
directing and superintending the movements. The rebel 
general was aware how much depended upon a stubborn 
resistance ; while Grant was well aware that to defeat him at 
this point would force the immediate evacuation of Grand 
Gulf, and lay open the rear of Vicksburg. On our right, the 
enemy was steadily pushed back all the day ; but Osterhaus, 
on the left, experienced such a spirited resistance, that he was 
obliged to wait for re-enforcements. Logan's division, of 
McPherson's corps, and a portion of the Ninth Division, had 
now come up ; and Grant sent one brigade to McClemand, 
who had also been calling for re-enforcements, and one to 
Osterhaus. The result was not long doubtful. Charging with 
the bayonet, and working their way through the young cane, 
Osterhaus and his re-enforcements drove the rebels from their 
strongest position, while our artillery played upon their disas- 
trous retreat. The rebel losses in front of our left were, one 
hundred and fifty killed, three hundred wounded, and six hiin« 
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dred prisoners. Night put an end to the combat ; and our 
troops biyouacked in the bright moonlight, while the rebels, 
thoroughly beaten, fled across the Bayou Pierre, destroying 
the bridges in their flight towards Qrand Qulf. These were 
speedily rebuilt. On the morrow, a new floating-bridge was 
erected by McPherson, and the enemy pursued on the road 
to Hankinson's Ferry, across the Big Black. • 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

YIOESBUBa: THE BATTLES, ASSAULTS, AND SDBQE. 

FoBTUNx flxiLss. — DxrKKoxs or VioEBBUxo. — GsAKD Gulf oubs. — Shxbxah^s FZiyr 
OK Haihxs* Bluff. — Grant's orakd tactics. — Battle of BATiioin>.— Battle 
OF Jackbok. — Johnston dbiven otTT. — Whebb is Pxmbbbton ?— At Chahfiox's 
Hill.— Battle thebe. — Enemy demobalized. — Battle of thx Bio Black. — 
Intestment. — ^Flest oo-ofebates. — Two ASSAULTS. — Both fail* 

At length, Fortune, so long a fickle goddess, liad smiled 
upon Grant. Behold him now fairly established on the east 
bank, and with little to impede his progress to the "high 
plateau in rear *of Vicksburg," * which had been his ardent 
dream ever since the siege of Corinth. It is now time to take 
a brief survey of that famous citadel. Vicksburg', the " city 
of a hundred hills," the "heroic city," was ranked by the 
rebels as the most important point next to Bichmond in the 
entire theatre of war. In peaceful times it was noted as an 
important depot of the cotton-trade, one of the principal 
thrones of that monarch which, like the Jupiter of classic 
mythology, was but to * 

" Shake Ma ambrosial curia, and give the nod — 
The stamp of Fate, the sanction of a god']— 

the great BepubUc was to totter and fall, and even King Can- 
non was to cower in impotent silence. 

In time o£ war, Vicksburg was less ironically potential. 
Perhaps there is no stronger position on the Mississippi 
This has been already indicated in the record of the earlier 
movements. Situated on one side of a very sharp bend or 
bow in the river, on a high line of blufGs, extending for fifteen 
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miles from Haines' Bluff, toiicliing the Yazoo on the north, to 
a point below Warrenton on the south. Its northern river 
defences are rendered most formidable by the vast triangle, 
the sides of which are the Mississippi, the Yazoo, and £he 
bluffs, which is filled with interlacing bayous, and streams 
and swamps. This impracticable porthem terrein is swept by 
the fire of the whole line— Haines' Bluff, Drumgool's Bluff,^ 
and Walnut Hills — and there is a concentrated fire upon the 
sharp apex of the bend. It is no abuse of language to say, 
that on the riTer-front it is impregnable. Immediately after 
New Orleans fell, it might have been taken, as we learn from 
an intercepted letter from one of Jefferson Davis's family. 
But that matters little : it was not. 

On the land-side, it was scarcely less formidable at the time 
of Grant's approach. Bayou Pierre, with its steep banks, 
formed an outer line ; then came the Big Black, with its tribu- 
taries. Big Sandy, Five-mile, Fourteen-mile, and Baker's 
creeks, — a network of exterior defences of great value to a 
skilful commander. And when the city was descried, the sur- 
rounding ridges were crowned with fortifications ; — ^redoubts, 
bastioned forts ; the main fort at the railroad entrance ; lu- 
nettes, redans, on all the prominent points ; detached batteries 
almost without number, and lineil of well-constructed rifle- 
pits connecting all the parts. The profiles of the rebel forts 
and batteries were the strongest used in field-works, and of 
greater dimensions than those by which we approached them. 
It seemed that nothing but overpowering numbers, secure 
from all danger of a succoring army, regular approaches, and 
starvation could reduce this most real of the many rebel 
Gibraltars. And yet this was the work Grant had appointed 
for himself and his army. Having found the river impracti- 
cable, he would cross all the inland lines, and reduce it. 
Surely, if he should succeed, he would become immortal I* 

* "One of the most extraordinary and audacious games that the enemy had 
yet attempted in this war. . • . In daring, in celerity of movement, and in 
the vigor and decision of its steps, it was the most remarkable of the war/' — 
P<fUard, TkM Twr, pp. 48, 44. 
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To def e;Qd this important point was the unenviable task of 
Lieutenant-General John C. Pemberton, who was now, with, a 
force of thirty odd thousand men, about to be rapidly driTen 
into his inner works, only to leave them as a paroled prisoner. 
It has since been charged against him that he did not lay in 
proper supplies to stand a siege ; and it would appear that for 
^some time he was entirely deceived as to Grant's movements, 
believing that he was going to re-enforce Bosecrans, and even 
asking by telegraph whether he should not himself send troops 
to TuUahoma. But time, which makes aU things even, will 
show that Pemberton, who has been made the scapegoat for 
the sins of many, did better than his advisers and maligneis 
would have done. If Pemberton was lulled into fatal security, 
it was the faidt of the Confederate Department of War ; and 
that he was not succored by a large army betokens ignorance 
and impotence, for which he certainly was not responsible. 

So, a strong foothold having been now gained, and Grand 
Gulf evacuated by the enemy, Grant made this point tempo* 
rarily a new base, abandoning Bruinsburg. . He went himself, 
with a small escort of cavalry, to Grand Gtdf, to direct matters, 
and he was amazed at the great natural strength of the posi- 
tion ; but it was designed to resist a river attack, and had but 
weak defences on the land side. It had been greatly damaged 
by the fire of our fleet, but the rebels, in their hasty evacua- 
tion, had left behind them thirteen heavy guns. 

Sherman's feint on hatnes' bluff. 

When Grant was about to make his landing at Bruinsburg, 
he had directed Sherman to make a demonstration on Haines' 
"^ Bluff, for the sole purpose of diverting the enemy's attention, 
and keeping a considerable number of men in his front to 
repulse his assault. Sherman's orders were received on the 
28th of April, and the false attack was to be made simultane- 
ously with the proposed attack of Grant on Grand Gulf. 

Sherman says :* " Blnowing fuU well the army could distiu- 

■ I ■ ■ . I ... , ■■ ■ ■ ' « 

* Sherman's Speech, May 24, 1865. 
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gnisli a feint from a real attack bj succeeding events, and as- 
snred the country would, in due season, recover from the 
effect, I made the necessary orders, and embarked." 

Proceeding up the Yazoo, on the evening of the 29th, he 
was at the mouth of the Chickasaw, and the next morning the 
naval force opened upon the bluffs. Towards evening of the 
30th, he disembarked one division in full view of the enemy, 
as if to prepare to assault, although he knew that there was 
no road across the submerged field, between the river and the 
bluff. The feint was eminently successful. The gunboats 
again opened with spirit. The enemy were seen moving 
troops and artillery back and forth, evidently expectiug^a real 
attack. Similar demonstrations, with reconnoissances on both 
sides of the Yazoo, were made the next day ; and on that 
evening (May 1), rapidly embarkiug, he* dropped down to 
Young's Point. The next day his troops were put in motion 
for Milliken's Bend, and thence to Hard Times, which he 
reached on the 6th of May. 

The main portion of Grant's army having now reached 
Hankinson's Ferry, across the Big Black, he made a short 
halt for rest, concentration, and supplies ; and for a moment 
the question was presented to his mind whether he should 
join Banks, reduce Port Hudson, and then march upon Vicks- 
burg with a force increased by twelve thousand men. But it 
was not a question long: this would take time, and hours 
were worth more than men. Rumors were heard in every 
quarter that the South was rising to save Vicksburg, and that 
Beauregard, their " Little Napoleon," was coming to make 
head against Grant. The rebel governor of Mississippi, John 
J. Pettus, undei: date of May 5, had issued an inflammatory 
• proclamation to the people, calling every man to arms. In 
any event, twelve thousand additional men, a month later, 
would be fewer in reaUty than his present force at the present 
time ; and so he wisely decided to push forward, and take 
Vicksburg. 

Sherman's corps was now up, having reached him on the 
8th of May, and was at once marched forward to Big Sandy. 
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Qrant's design was now to secnre his rear by a rapid marcli 
on Jackson, the destruction of its public property, whieli 
coula aid the enemy, and the raiboad; and then suddenly 
marching West, to come upon the devoted city. To deceive 
the enemy, he moved up the Big Black, by both banks, 
threatening a direct attack, by way of Hall's and Baldwin's 
ferries, and he even sent an expedition to within six miles of 
Warrenton. McPherson was moved to Bocky Springs, on the 
Hall's Ferry road, and McClemand to Willow Springs. We 
held the ferries. Sherman was on the right, on both roads. 
By thuB hugging the river. Grant completely deceived the 
enemy as to his real intentions, which were to push McCler- 
hand and Sherman forward to the railroad between Edward's 
Station and Bolton, while McPherson should move rapidly 
upon Baymond a^d Jackson. It was on the 11th of May 
that he telegraphed to Washington that he should communi- 
cate with Grand Gnlf no more. v 

Nothing in the history of the war is more admirable than 
the grand tactics which now ensued. The general plan was 
carried out ; the details were decided by the movements of 
the enemy, and the new circumstances arising. McClemand 
was moved up to Fourteen-mile Creek, nearest the river, 
having sent one divifflon to Baldwin, stiU to deceive and 
frighten the enemy. Sherman, who was at Auburn, on the 
11th, marched up to the bridge, across that stream, on the 
Edward's Station road, on the 12th, and after spirited skir- 
mishing, and the improvising of a crossing, in lieu of the 
bridge, which the enemy had burned, they crossed and en- 
camped. Grant was with Sherman at this point, seven miles 
west of Baymond, and there heard of the success of McPher- 
son at Baymond. 

THE BAITTLE OF BAXBCOND. 

General McPherson, in pursuance of orders, had marched 
directly upon Baymond, and was met, two miles south of i^he 
towHi on Fondreu's Creek, by Gregg's rebel brigade, sopn 
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re-enforced by that of W. H, T. Walker. Logan's division 
came up to these troops at ten "b'clock on the 12th of May. 
The rebel iafantry were conce&led by the woods bordering the 
creek, and their artillery, posted on an eminence, swept the 
field across which our troops must move. The fighting was 
severe, falling mainly to the share of Logan^s first and second 
brigades ; but in two hours and a half it was ended, by the 
retreat of the enemy, after we had sustained a loss of sixty- 
nine killed, three himdred and forty-one wounded, and thirty- 
two missing. 

When Grant received notice of the victory at Baymond, 
Skerman was at once set in motion to join McPherson, and 
move with him upon Jackson, to which point the enemy had 
retreated. He must be beaten there, and his stores destroyed 
without delay, for intelligence has now arrived that General 
Joseph Johnston is coming with a large force to the aid of 
Pemberton, and to place Grant between two fires. 

The rebel situation is now critical, in spite of such fallacious 
promises. Pemberton, who should have fought with his 
entire force at Port Gibson, and who should not have fought 
at Eaymond, had* formed an intention of fighting the great 
battle at Edward's Station. But on the night of the 13th, 
when our troops reached Clinton, on the railroad, Johnston, 
who had now reached Jackson, dispatched a courier to urge 
Pemberton to attack our forces, beat the detachment, and re- 
establish the communications. More easily said than done. 
Pemberton moved out irresolutely, struck but a weak blow at 
Champion's Hill, and so demoralized his troops, that they 
made but a show of resistance at the crossing of the Big 
Black 

But we are anticipating. On the 13th, McPherson struck 
the railroad at Clinton, destroyiug the track, and capturing 
important dispatches from Pemberton to Gregg. He then 
moved upon Jackson. Sherman also moved to. Jackson, by 
the parallel road from Baymond through Mississippi Springs. 
McClemand was held, as a general reserve, near Baymond. 

The movements of Sherman and McPherson were so timed 

8 
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as that they should attack the enemy together. On the 
morning of the 14th, they came up to Tnthiii three miles af 
Jackson, the rain pouring in torrents, and the roads miry and 
slippery. By noon, however, it had cleared, but not befoie 
our troops were engaged. Before describing the battle, let us 
observe for a moment, tHe great cate, and yet great prompti- 
tude, with which the army was manoeuvred. When McPher- 
son and Sherman were coming into line at Jackson, McCler- ^ 
nand was moved up to Clinton with one of his divisions; 
another was at Mississippi Springs ; a third was at Raymond ; 
a fourth, with Blair's division of Sherman's corps, was near 
New Auburn, with the wagon-train; while McArthur, with 
one brigade of his division of General McPherson's corps was 
moving up to Raymond, on the TJtica road. These were all 
within supporting distance, and ready for any demonstration 
of the enemy. 



THE BATTLE OF JACKSON. 

Gteneral Johnston was in command at Jaqkson, and must be 
beaten, and driven away before we could invest Vicksburg. 
Upon the approach of Sherman and McPhe^ppn, he came 
outside the city limits, with a large force, to resist McPher- 
g(on, who occupied our left, only confronting Sherman with a 
small number of infantry and artillery, on our right. The 
groimd over which the troops were to move was swept by the 
fire of the rebel guns, which they opened as soon as we came 
in sight. But their batteries on our right were soon silenced 
by -the fire of Sherman's guns, and a charge of Mower's 
brigade of Tuttle's division drove them to their rifle-pits just 
outside the city. Ignorant of the force in his front, it oc- 
curred to Sherman to send a reconnoissance, to find the left 
flank of the enemy and feel its strength. This was effected by 
Captain Pitzmam, engineer, with the Ninety-fifth Ohio ; and 
while he was making this deto^, Steele's division was closed 
up. Pitzmann reported the flank weak and exposed, and 
Sherman at once moved Steele to the right, over the same 
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grotmdy while TatUe was pushed forward on the main road. 
The enemy did not wait long for our attack, bat sought safety 
in a northward flight, retreating towards Canton. McPher- 
8on had thoroughly beaten him on his front, and he thonght 
himself happy in escaping capture. We pnrsaed him until 
nightfalL 

Grant, accompanied by his son, a lad of thirteen, met Sher* 
man and McPherson at the hotel near the State Hbnse, in 
Jackson, for congratulations, council, and new action. John- 
ston, indeed, was driven away, but he had urgently ordered 
Pemberton to come out, and " re-estabUsh the communica- 
tions;" and this. Grant had just learned, Pemberton was 
endeayonng to do. -But he was too late, and all that Grant 
had to do, thanks to his rapid and skilful combinations, was 
to face to the rear, march on the dirt-roads to Edward's 
Station, and do to Pemberton ^ven as he had done to Joseph 
Johnston. Sherman was left to destroy the arsenals, public 
works, factories, bridges, etc., very properly including an 
.xta»i,e coiton i^ which UH U^ in J^ 
clothing for the Confederate army. The convicts, who had 
been released by their own authorities, fired the penitentiary ; 
and, shameful to relate, there was considerable pillage by 
some of our soldiers, wh^, having found some ,bad Inun, could 
not be restrained by their officers. 

McPherson was moved out on the Clinton road, and on the 
15th was a mile and a half from Bolton, within supporting 
distance of Hovey's division of McClemand's corps; while 
McClemand, with the remaining divisions, was ordered to 
Edward's Station, but was not to bring on a general engage- 
ment, unless he was sure of success. Blair was with him, and 
Sherman was soon to follow from Jackson. 

Every thing now was on the tiptoe of expectancy. Where 
was Pemberton ? at what point would he throw Grant oS his 
track, and open the communications ? 

At five o'clock on the morning of the 16th, two railroad 
employees who had passed through Pemberton's army the 
evening before, were brought to Grant's headquarters, and 



inftirmed biia that fhd enemy had diarched dnt firota Yicis* 
bnrg, and "vras coming to meet hiffl With a f oi^ce of tlrenty-flte 
thousand m^. It waft Johnrton'ii desire that he shotdd moTe 
upon C3iiito&, but Pembertoh detennined to tty and cut off 
Orant^s supplied : but it was too lat^ to do either. This i^as not 
unexpected news, but it made definite what was before vagne. 
Grant shoidd need j^etmfyi, at least in support, sooner than 
he had tiioughi* Without delay, at half-past fire, he sent a 
dispatch to Sherman, to come up at once. Sherman received 
it at ten minutes past seven, and at eight his advance was in 
motion for Bolton. Mower's brigade was left behind to 
.parole the prisoners taken, and Jackson was at once evacu- 
ated, to be cautiously reoccupied by Johnston, and again 
taken, after great events should have transpired, by Sherman. 

Blair's division oi the Fifteenth Corps moved towards 
Edward's Station; and Osterhaus was directed to move 
pari passu with Blair; McPherson was order^ up to join 
McOlernand. In order to guard against all mistakes, Gteneral 
Qrant sent lieutenant-Oolonel Wilson, of his stafl^i^o explain 
the situation to McClemand, and to urge him to come up 
promptly. y 

These preliminaries and precautions having been arranged. 
Grant went in person to the front, and reached Bolton, on 
tb£) railroad, the terminus of a short railroad line from Bay- 
mond. There he found McPherson, with the pioneers, re- 
building the bridge across Baker's Creek, which had been 
destroyed the night before by the cavalry of Osterhaus's 
division. This delay in the crossing had blocked the road 
with wagons and trains, which impeded the advance of the 
army< Grant in person directed the trains to draw up on 
both sides of the road, and McPherson's troops passed through 
and forward. 

THE BATTLE OF OHAMPIOK'S mUB, OB BAKEB's CBEEK- 

The position taken by the enemy lay across the road, on 
the left of which rose a high hill, covered by a dense forest and 
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andergrowth ; and on the right, the timber extended a short 
distance down the hill, which then opened into cultivated fields ; 
tlie slope being dr gentle one on the right. The first signal of 
the coming battle was received by Hovey's division, which had 
moTed up the road and in the ravine, and occupied the centre. 
McGlemand, with the divisions of Osterhaus, Garr, Smith, and 
Slair, was to come up on the left — ^McPherson on the right. 

To oppose this gathering force, the rebel army, commanded 
by Pemberton, was strongly posted, their batteries being 
placed in the bend of the creek. ^ Major-General W. W. 
tx>ring (who, previous to the rebellion, held a citizen appoint- 
ment in our army, but who had seen service in the Mounted 
Hifles, and lost his arm in Mexico) commanded their right ; 
Major*General John Bowen (a graduate of West Point, and 
aii impetuons soldier), the centre ; and 6rigadier-G«neral 
Garter L. Stevenson (who had held a citizen appointment in 
the Fifth United States Infantry), the left. 

It was Grant's intention not to fight until he could hear 
definitely of McGlemand's dispositions. Again he sent hiin sin 
urgent message to push forward, before he would begin the 
battle ; but, when troops are brought in such close contact, it 
is not easy to postpone a conflict. It began^ without McGler- 
nand, at eleven o'clock. Hovey's advance in the. centre had 
developed the enemy's skirmish hne, and when this was 
assailed, it was supported by the enemy's masses. A large 
force was massed upon our left and centre, which were weak. 
We were there re-enforced, first by one, and then by another, 
brigade of Grocker's division. 

In the mean time, Logan's division, of McPherson's corps, 
had vigorously attacked Stevenson, on the enemy's left, over- 
powered and driven him back, and threatened to pass to the 
rear and capture Pemberton's entire army, especially if the 
strong simultaneous attack could be made in front. But 
Hovey's men, out of ammunition, were found falling back, by 
McPherson's re-enforcements. 

The rebel attack on our centre and left had not been with- 
out success, but it had.been more than counterbalanced by 
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Logan's successes on our right. Still desiring to beat <nrr 
left, ill accordance with his original purpose, Pemberton 
ordered Loring to attack with Bowen, detaching, at the same 
time, two brigades of Boweipi to re-enforce Stevenson. Loring 
refused to attack, and persisted in this refosal, when again 
urged to move to the aid 6l Stevenson. Stevenson, re-enforced 
by Bowen's brigades, fought well. But our fire was terrific ; 
nearly aU their artillery horses were killed ; and, at five p. M., 
Stevenson's force gave way in confusion. It was in vain that 
Pemberton rode upon the field, and told him that he had sent 
for Loring. But it was too late, even had he come. His 
troops were retiring in panic ; and he had^left Ridley's, Cor- 
put's, and Johnston's batteries, and a section of Waddell's, on 
the field, to fall into our hands. The battle was over. Loring, 
like one demented, drew off his men by a large circuit around 
Jackson, and without artillery, and joined the troops of John- 
ston at Canton. Pemberton's army was entirely demoralized, 
as was plainly demonstrated in the next battle. General Tilgh- 
man, of Fort Henry fame, was killed in the retreat ; and pur- 
sued and pursuers pushed on to the Big Black. McClemand 
came up just when the battle was over. Only one of the 
divisions with him — Osterhaus's — ^met with ^ny serious re- 
sistance, although the enemy had deployed so as to confront 
and delay them. The battle was fought by Hovey, of his 
corps, and Logan and Quinby, of McPherson's. 

Grant was on the field during the ba4;tle, and directed the- 
pursuit, for which the troops were thus disposed: Carr, of 
McClemand's corps, on the left ; with which was McClemand 
in person: next came*Osterhaus. Carr moved forward with 
all speed, passing McPherson's fatigued troops, to ihe Big 
Blacky with orders to cross it if possible. 

Sherman, informed of the result, was deflected northward to 
cross at Bridgeport, taking with him the only ponton train for 
that purpose ; and Blair was ordered to join him. 

AlUiough routed at Baker's Creek, Pemberton was deter- 
mined to make one more effort, before shutting himself up in 
Vicksburg. It was, however, a very weak one. That night 
Grant received Halleck's dispatch of May 11, ordering him to 
return and co-operate with Banks : it was now impracticable. 
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THE BATTLE OF THE Bid BLACK. 

The pursnity stopped at nightfall, was resxuned with vigor 
on the morning of the 17th. McClemand was in adyance. 
It was noty however, continued far, the enemy being discovered 
in force on both sides of the river. The opposite bank, which 
iKras steep, was crowned by their guns ; while in the fiat, culti- 
vated bottom, on this side, by which our troops were ad- 
-vancing, they had arranged admirable defences. About a 
mile from the river, a bayou and overflowed space formed a 
^wet ditch in front of their position, which was protected by 
rifle-pits and field-gims. Behind these, in the natural de- 
fences thus formed, were posted the brigades of Green, Ville- 
pigue, and Cockrell. Besides the raihoad-bridge, they had 
Lprovised one, just above it, from an old boat, placed at 
right angles across the stream. 

The resolute stand and excellent defences of the rebels 
promised a vigorous resistance ; but, when Lawler's brigade, 
of Carr's division, which was on our right, after a rapid artil- 
lery fire, charged without orders to do so, the enemy fied in 
terror. Panic-stricken, they fired the bridge, before their 
troops were across, and the garrison, wiih seventeen, guns, 
fell into our hands. " All is lost," was the cry of those who 
succeeded in crossing. It was shameful in the extreme. 
Pemberton and his staff rode most gallantly over the field, 
threatening, begging, and swearing; but. to no purpose. A 
soldier, at whom one of the staff presented his pistol, said, 
'^ Bigger guns than that, back there I" Staff authority was 
absolutely gone. 

A motley, terror-stricken crowd of fugitives, less like an 
army than like a fiock of frightened sheep, poured into Vicks- 
burg at ten o'clock that night. The aroused citizens, trem* 
bling and " whispering with white lips ;" women and children, 
wailing, and flying through the streets, expecting our imme- 
diate aixival ; the rumbhng of guns ;" the tramp and oaths of 
the troops ; the confused accounts of our terrible advance, 
form a picture which no pen can describe. The avenger 
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of blood was upon fhem, and Yicksbnig was no city of lefoge. 
Indeed, onr army might have entered that night had not the 
bridges been destroyed. 

THE INVESXlCEirr. 

» 

Shen&an, who had been sent to Bridgeport, crossed with 
the pontons on the morning of the 18th, and marched by the 
common road, dri^g small parties of the enemy before him, 
to within three miles and a half of the city. He then turned 
to Che right, to get possession of Walnut Hills and the Yazoo 
Biyer. McPherson and McClemand built floating-bridges : 
the former crossing aboTe the road to Jackson, and following 
Shermdn ; and the latter crossing below, and marching through 
Mount Albans, and thus extending the inyesting line to the 
south. 

Thus Yichsburg was at first inyested— Sherman occupying 
the right of the line, McPherson the centre, and McClemand 
the left. 

Pemberton had immediately reorganized his shattered 
columns, and posted them in the defences, — ^Major-General 
Martin L. Smith on the extreme left, confronting Sherman ; 
Major-General Forney in the centre ; and Brigadier-General 
Steyenson on the right. Bowen was held in reserye. 



THE KLEBT OO-OPERATES. 

On the 18th of May, Porter hearing the fixing, which 
indicated the approach of our army, came oyer to the Yazoo, 
to be in readiness to co-operate ; and dispatched the De Kalb, 
Choctaw, Bomeo, and Forest Bose — ajl under the command 
of lieutenant-Commander Breese — to open communication 
with Grant and Sherman. This was handsomely effected in 
three hours. The De Kalb steamed up, and took possession 
of Haines' Bluff, which the enemy had begun to eyacuate the 
day before. This was a great point garaed. The mere works 
taken — ^the armament of fourteen rifled guns, which they left 
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behind — ^were nothing : it was that a new route of supplies 
had been opened ! Since leaving Grand Gulf, our troops had 
been " living upon the country ;" now they could get fuU sup- 
plies from Memphis: while the rebels, according to Pember-, 
ton, had but sixty days' rations upon which to sustain the siege. 
General Johnston bears another testimony to the value of 
this capture. On the 17th of May, he wrote to Pemberton: 
*^ If Haines' Bluff be untenable, Yicksburg is of no value, and 
cannot be held. . . . If it is not too late, evacuate Yicks- 
burg and its dependencies, and march to the northeast." 

THE FIBST ASSiLULT. 

As soon as Grant's troops had come into position, he de- 
termined to take advantage of the demoralized and disordered 
state of the rebel army, and assault the works at once. His 
force was not sufficient to make a complete investment ; and 
he was not without concern lest Johnston, largely re-enforced 
from Bragg, should come to the succor of Pemberton. The 
assault was ordered for two o'clock on the afternoon of the 
19th, and was vigorously made by Sherman's corps, which 
was nearest the enemy's works. . The other corps only suc- 
ceeded in getting good positions, nearer the works, but not 
so much exposed to the fire. Sherman's men were moved to 
the assault at the time appointed ; Blair's division moving on 
both sides of the road; Tuttle's division in rear, covering 
and supporting the movement. The artillery was posted so 
as to have a cross-fire on the point where the road entered 
the enemy's intrenchments. The approach was very difficult, 
the ground broken, and cut up in deep chasms, filled with 
standing and fallen timber. The Thirteenth Begulars, Eighiy- 
third Indiana, and One Himdred and Twenty-seventh Illinois, 
crossed the ditch and gained the exterior slope, but were 
unable to enter, and imder cover of the night, the attack n<)t 
having proved successful, they were withdrawn. The men 
Deeded rest and rations ; they had had too much fighting and 

too little food. 

8* 



178 GRANT AND HIS CAMPAIGNa 



THE SECX>ND ASSAULT. 



Impelled b j the same, and additional urgent considerations. 
General Grant issued his orders on the 21st for a grand 
* assault along the whole line, at ten o'clock a. m. on the 22d. 
Johnston was at Canton, with the troops which had been 
driven out of Jackson, largely re-enforced. Grant beheved 
that by making this assault he would take Yicksburg at once, 
capture its garrison, drive Johnston away, and save great 
expendilnires of men, money, and time. 

He informed Admiral Porter of his intentions, and re- 
quested him to engage the batteries on the river-front as a 
diversion. Porter kept six mortars firing during the night 
of the 21st, on the city, and engaged the batteries on the 
morning of the 22d, from half-past nine to half-past eleven 
o'clock. 

The preparations for the attack were soon made. The corps 
commanders set their watches by that of Greneral Grant, and 
at sharp ten, the storming columns were in motion. Grant 
stationed himself on a summit in McPherson's front, from 
wliich he could see the whole of McPherson's corps, with 
portions of Sherman's and McClemand's. With ^o space for 
details of the assault, we may say that it was mo$t gallantly 
made at aU points, and that the flags of each colunm were 
placed upon the exterior slopes of ihe works in their front 

Sherman placed Blair's division in front, with Tuttle's in 
support ; while Steele was directed to make the attack half 
a mile to the right. A small number of volunteers carried 
poles and boaj'ds to cross the ditch; and the artillery was 
posted to concentrate its fire on the position. From the 
nature of the approaches, comparatively few men could be 
used, while the enemy could bring to bear a large force, and 
a terrible fire, under which our men halted, wavered, and fled 
to cover. 

McClemand engaged in an impromptu alid rapid corre- 
spondence with General Grant on the field. The burden of it 
was, loud ^nd reiterated calls for re-enforcements and diver- 
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sionaTj assaults. He declared that he had taken two forts, 
&iid needed assistance to hold them. Grant, whose position 
"w^as such that he could see better than McClemand, doubting 
the accuracy of his report, first directed him to re-enforce 
liimself from his reserve divisions ; but afterwards, upon his 
iznportunity, sent him Qtiinby's division, and reluctantly 
ordered Sherman to make a new assault in his favor, which 
increased the mortality list at least fifty per cent., and gained 
US nothing. 

To epitomize, the results of this correspondence, we may 
say that,, on account of it, and a congratulatory order of 
McOlemand's to his corps, which reflected upon Grant and his 
dispositions, Grant relieved McClemand from his command 
and gave it to Major-General Ord. It was no time to con- 
sider personal feelings; the work must be done vigorously 
and cheerfully, without controversy,' and in the spirit of a 
willing subordination. ^ 

But to return to the assault : like the former one, it was< 
nnsuccessfol ; we had lost three thousand men. It had been 
necessaiy to make it, in order to develop the strength of the 
garrison, the nature of its defences, and the character of the 
operations which must now be made. It was evident that a 
regular siege must be undertaken, and to do this Grant must 
have re-enforcements. 
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ton's change of opinion.— Fdrtbxb delay useless. — Jm beady to sdbbemdbb. 



Of the reinforcements which reached Grant, Lanman's 
division, and four regiments from Memphis, witt Smith's and 
Kimball's divisions of the Sixteenth Corps, came up, and 
were assigned to Major-General Washbume. On the 11th 
of June, the division of Major-General Herron arrived from 
the Department of the Missouri. On the 14th, two divisions 
of the Ninth Corps came up, under command of Major-Gen- 
eral Parke. 

Grant's army, re-enforced by these troops, was now thus 
disposed : Sherman occupied the extreme right with the Fif- 
teenth Corps, from the river around to the roads leading to 
the northeast bastion. Joining his left, McPherson, with the 
Seventeenth Corps, extended to the railroad from that point. 
Ord, with the Thirteenth, continued the investment towards 
the left; which was completed by the divisions of Lauman and 
Herron, the latter lying across Stout's bayou, and abutting 
against the bluff at that point, separated by a belt of swamp 
and timber, not a mile wide, from the river. 

Parke's corps, and the divisions of Smith and Eimball, 
were sent to Haines' Bluff, which had been fortified on the 
land side to resist any attempt of Johnston in that direction. 
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A. force, nnder Major-General Sherman, consisting of . one 
diirision of the Fifteenth and one of the Seyenteenth Corps, 
vras also held in readiness, with Lauman's, to moye upon 
Johnston as soon as circumstances should prompt. 

The approaches were now conducted with great vigor ; and 
&s Pemberton was in no condition to waste his ammunition, 
the trenches were opened much hearer to the rebel works than 
is usual. Thus our entire line was inclosing Vicksburg with 
trenches twelve miles in length. Along the entire front 
forts, batteries, and rifle-pits were erected ; and, by reason of ' 
the irregularities of the ground, winding covered ways were 
constructed, through which our men could pass to and from 
the extreme works, concealed from the rebel sharp-shooters. 

The condition of Vicksburg was now pitiable in the extreme. 
As early as the 27th^of May, a courier from Pemberton to 
Johnston came voluntarily into our lines, and gave to Grant 
the message he had been directed to deliver to Johnston. It 
was this : " I have fifteen thousand men in Yicksburg, and 
rations for thirty days— one meal a day. Come to my aid 
with an army of thirty thousand men. If you cannot do this 
within ten days, you had better retreat. Ammunition is 
almost exhausted, especially percussion-caps." This gave 
token that Yicksburg must fall ; but Grant did not abate the 
vigor of the siege. 

Mines were constructed at several points, particularly in 
McFherson's front, the excavations being under guard, and 
the greatest secrecy being observed ; so that, although our 
men knew of a general intention to blow up the enemy's works, 
few knew where and when this would be done. 

General Sherman, upon the receipt of information that 
Greneral Johnston was again approaching the Big Black with 
a large force, set out, with the command already mentioned, 
to drive him back, leaving Steele in temporary command of 
his division. Grant's order to General Parke, on the 27th of 
June, indicates the character of the movement : 

''Gkneral Pabxb — Sherman goes out from here with five brigades, ana 
OBterhans's division sobject to his orders besides. In addition to tlus^ another 
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division, five thoiuand stTong, is notified to be in readlneoB to move on notioei 

In addition to this, I can spare still another division, six thousand strong, if 

they should be required* We want to whip Johnston, at least fifteen miles <&, 

if possible. 

" U. S. Gbakt, li«jor4^tenetaL" 

Sherman, however, returned without finding Johnston 
within the prescribed distance, but learnt that he was making 
desperate efforts to come up in time to relieye Yicksbnrg. 



THE FDEtST MINE. 

The mine which was now to be exploded was under the par- 
apet of the works occupied by Forney's (rebel) division. A 
series of zig-zags, covered from the enemy's fire, passed over 
the distance of three hundred yards to reach the main sap, a 
trench six feet wide and six feet deepf which was then ex* 
tended only thirty-five yards, to reach the entrance of the 
main gallery. This gallery was a square shaft, running with 
a gradual declivity under the enemy's parapet. From it di- 
verged three short galleries, to the right and left, one being 
formed in front; these contained the chambers, in which 
a ton- of powder was placed. A sap was also run off to the 
left of the main gallery, for fifty yards, to hold our sharp- 
shooters. 

The enemy's attempts to countermine were only successful 
in giving our working-party one good scare, from which they 
soon recovered. Mining is not an easy task; but counter- 
mining requires such accurate knowledge of an enemy's plans, 
localities, and progress, and such nice counter-calculations, as 
to render it far more difficult. 

At length all was in readiness for the first explosion. .A 
messenger reached Grant, at three o'clock, on the 25th of 
June, announcing tl^at they were ready to apply the match. 
All troops, except sharp-shooters, were withdrawn from the 
outer works. One hundred picked men of the Forty-fifth Illi- 
nois were to assault the right, and one hundred from the 
Twenty-third Indiana the curtain of the fort. Leggett's bri-» 
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pT^tcle formed the reserve of the stonners ; Stevenson formed 
tho support, vritli a strong reserve in rear. 

At length the word was given ; the match applied to the 
fiise. The few minutes in which it silently burned seemed 
hours. The troops, now fully aware of the purpose, stood to 
tlieir arms in breathless expectancy. The stout hearts of the 
forlorn hope were summoning up the blood and stiffening the 
sinews. In their shirt-sleeves, and divested of every thing 
save muskets and cartridge-boxes, they were ready for the 
rush. One terrific burst, and the air is filled to the height of 
one hundred feet with timbers and earth, gabions, stockades, 
gun-carriages, mingled with smoke and dust— a miniature 
Vesuvius. Six men of the Forty-third Mississippi, wiib are in 
a shaft countermining at the time of the explosion, are buried 
and lost. This is the signal for the stormers. The two col- 
umns fly to their points of attack. Leggett's brigade moves 
to their support. But the rebels make desperate resistance. 
The Sixth Missouri regiment attempts to charge : its colonel, 
Eugene Irvin, is killed at its head. Our other supports are 
poured in; and at length the flag of the Forty-fifth crowns 
the summit of Fort Hill, amid cheers that can be heard above 
all the varied din of the. battle. 

Simultaneously with the rush of the stormers, Grant had 
ordered tke batteries to open along the whole line. The firing 
be^ran on McPherson's front ; it was taken up by Ord, Lauman, 
and Herron on the left, and soon joined by Sherman. The 
ships on the river-front caught and hurled back the echoes, 
until the classic thunders of Yirgil were realized over the 
whole heaven, and from pole to pole. The nearness of our 
batteries caused almost every shot to tell. . Some shells struck 
^he parapet, others ricochetted, and fell into the lines of troops 
beyond. It was the grandest cannonade ever heard up to 
that time in America. 
Grant wrote at once to Ord : 

General Ord — ^McPherson occupies tlie crater made by the explosion 
He will have guns in battery there by morning. He has been hard at work 
running rifle-pits right, and thinks he will hold all gxiined. Keep Smith's did- 
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iian under arms to-night, ready far an emergency. Their aervioes may b» ra- 
qmred, particularly about daylight. There should be tJu greatest vigUaaee (Hong 
the tohote line." 

He then pushed the other mines to completion^ and began 
new parallels, to make ready for a final assault, which, how- 
ever, it was not necessary to make. On the first of July a 
second mine was sprung on the right of the Jackson road, 
which resulted in the entire demolition of the redan, the liv- 
ing burial of nine men who were countermining, and the kill* 
ing and wounding of a large number who were manning the 
works. The explosion left an immense chasm where the redan 
had stood. Pemberton was in no condition to sustain an 
assault : after a fair show of valor, he was open to the dic- 
tates of discretion. From the night of his disordered en- 
trance into Vicksburg, after the defeat at the crossing of 
the Big Black, to the 3d of July, he had been in a sad and 
helpless condition. The city was constantly bombarded ; 
women and children were living in caves, at the entrance of 
fvhich some were killed ; houses and streets were ploughed b j 
shot and shell ; provisions were scarce, and mule meat, bean 
meal, and com coffee were in great demand ; the stench of 
dead animals, many of them starved to death, filled the 
air ; and all his entreaties to Johnston for aid had been vain. 
It is reported, that in a speech made at Yicksburg, after the 
failure of our assault, he had said : 

** You have heard that I was incompetent and a traitor, and 
that it was my intention to sell Yicksburg. FoUow me, and 
you will see the cost at which I will sell Vicksburg. WJien the 
last pound cf heef^ bacon, and flour ; the lust grain of com ; tJte 
hist cow, and hog, and horse, and dog shall have been consumedy 
a/nd the last man shaR have perislied in the trenches^ then, and only 
then, vnU I sell Vicksburg^ 

But his spirit was now gone ; he was ready to surrender. 
He had given up all hope of Johnston, who, whatever his dif- 
ficulties may have been, had certainly done less than nothing 
to aid him, and has since reproached him in unmeasured, but 
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tmjnstifiable terms. The eight thousand men sent by Eirbj 
Smith from the Trans-Mississippi army, « had been misman- 
aged, and had fallen back to Delhi." His men were worn out 
by datj, exposure, and want of sleep. A small supply he still 
liad, and he might have held the works a few days longer ; but 
we say, advisedly, that he was right to surrender. Whatever 
hia faxilte. and they were great, and his misfortunes, which 
equalled them, he was now hopeless and helpless. Delay 
coxdd do nothing but bring more suffering and loss of life. 
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• 

* On Friday morning, the 3d of July, there was an unusual 
quiet upon aU the defences of Vicksburg. The day was intol- 
erably hot indeed, but more scorching suns had not heretofore 
hindered the fighting work. At eight o'clock in the morning a 
flag of truce was displayed upon the works in front of General 
A. J. Smith ; it heralded the approach of General Bowen and 
Colonel Montgomery, with a sealed communication from Pem- 
berton to Grant. The long-hoped-for day had at length ar- 

' rived : Pemberton proposed the surrender of the city. 

We must seek for historic analogies with which to picture 
to our fancy the overwhelming and unutterable joy of Grant, 
when he read this communication. But to all appearance lie 
was imperturbable and cool; he gave no sign of the joy lie 

I felt. 

The letter of General Pemberton proposed the appointment 
of commissioners, three on each side, to arrange terms for the 
capitulation ; and he added, as a point in the bargain, that he 
was "fuUy able to maintain liis position for an indefinite pe- 
riod." Grant's reply demanded " an unconditional surrender 
of the city and garrison," and refused the appointment of 
commissioners, " because he had no other terms" to offer. 
He had acquired a habit of using this phraseology. To Gen- 
eral Bowen's request that he would meet Pemberton on neu« 
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tral ground, to arrange the matter by personal interview, 
Grant consented, and appointed three o'clock that afternoon 
as the time ; hostilities, however, continued until noon, when 
a temporary cessation was ordered, on account of the inter- 
vienr. 

. At three o'clock a signal-gun from our side, responded to 
by one from the rebels, announced the approach of the gener- 
als. The interview took place in front of McPherson's lines, 
a spot untrodden by either army during the siege. An im- 
mense oak formed a fitting canopy, and imder its overspread- 
ing branches they met. General Grant was attended by Gen- 
eral McPherson and General A. J. Smith ; General Pemberton 
by General Bowen, and his adjutant-general, Colonel Mont- 
gomery. After shaking hands, and an introduction of the 
officers, tiie following conversation was opened by General 
Pemberton : 

" General Grant, I meet you in order to arrange terms for 
the capitulation of the city of Yicksburg and its garrison. 
What terms do you demand ?" 

" Unconditional surrendeTy'- replied General Grant. 

"Unconditional surrender?" said Pemberton. "Never, so 
long as I have a man left me I I wiU fight rather." 

" Theriy sir, you can oontinve the d^ewce," coolly said General 
Grant. " My army has never been in a better condition for the 
prosecution cf the siege.*' * 

The appearance of the two men, on this important occasion, 
was indicative of their characters. The stormy, irascible 
spirit of Pemberton could hardly be restrained by a sense of 
the dignity of his position ; while Grant, puffing his cigar, was 
calm as though engaged in a casual colloquy in a sauntering 
meeting on the road-side. 

The generals wandered off to confer privately, and seated 
themselves upon the grass, and the interview was soon ended 
"with the understanding that Pemberton would submit the mat- 
ter to a council of war, and send his answer in thiB morning. 

* From Mr. Keim's dispatch to the New York Herald. 
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The oak-tree has long since disappeared, its tmnk haying 
been cnt up into walking-sticks and other reUcs : on the spot 
where it stood is a beautiful monument, which commemorates 
the occasion and the surrender.* 

. On his return, after a conference with his corps and diTi- 
sion generals, Orant, taking time by the forelock, sent the fol- 
lowing letter to Pemberton the same evening : 

Headquastkbs PxTABTipEBT OF TsKimass, 

NXAB VlOKSBUBO, Julj 8, 1863. 

Luettenaitt-Gensral J. C. Pemberton, 

Commanding Confederate Foreee, Vtekeburg, MUs. : 

General — ^In conformity with the agreement of this afternoon, I wiU sdb- 
mit the foUowing proposition ior the snirender of the city of Vicksboi^, public 
stores, etc On your accepting the terms proposed, I will march in one divincxB, 
as a guard, and take possession at eight o'clock to-morrow morning. As aoon 
as paroles can be made oat and signed by the officers and men, yoa will be al- 
lowed to march oat of our lines, the officers taking with them their regimental 
clothing, and stafl^ field, and cavalry officers one horse each. The rank and 
file will be allowed all their clothing, bat no other property. 

If these conditions are accepted, any amount of rations you may deem neces- 
sary can be taken from the stores you now have, and also the necessary cook- 
ing utensils for preparing them ; thirty wagons also, counting two two-horse 
or mule teams as one. You will be allowed to transport such articles as can- 
not be carried along. The same conditions wiU be allowed to all sick and 
wounded officers and privates, as &st as they become ablp to traveL The pa- 
rches for these latter must be signed, however, whilst officers are present author- 
ized to sign the roll of prisoners. 

I am. General, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant^ 

U. S. Grant, M^jor-GenefaL 



* The monument is a pyramid twenty feet high, surmounted with a fifteen- 
inch globe. On the principal side is a large American eagle, with wide-spread 
wings, which cover implements of defence ; in one daw he holds the laurel, in 
the other an American shield, and in its be^ a pennant^ inscribed, " S Pluri- 
bui Unv/tti** The eagle sustains on its wings the goddess of liberty. On one 
idde of the monument is inscribed : " To the memory of the surrender of Ticks- 
burg by lieutenant-General J. C. Pemberton, to Major-General U. S. Grant, 
U. S. A., on the 8d of July, 1868." See article in August number of the United 
States Service Magaa^ne, for 1865, ''From Cairo to the Delta." 
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Pemberton lost no time in returning the following answer, 
whicli reached Grant early in the morning of July 4 : 

HxADQUARTEBa, VicKSBUBG, Joly 8, 1868. 
liAJOB-GSKEBAI. QUAST, 

Commanding United States threes : 

' Gjcmjehal — ^I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of joxa communi- 
cation of this date, proposing terms for the surrender of this garrison and post. 
In the main, your terms are accepted ; but in justice both to the honor and spirit 
of mj troops, manifested in the defence of Vicksburg, I hare the honor to submit 
the foHowing amendments, which, if acceded to bj jou, will perfect the agree- 
ment between us. At ten o'clock to-morrow I propose to evacuate the works in 
and around Vicksbuig, and to surrender the city and garrison under my com- 
mand by marching auttrith my colors and arms, and stacking them infi^ont of 
my present limits, after which you will take possession ; offifiers to retain their 
side-arms and personal property, and the rights and property of citizens to be 
respected. 

I am, Qeneral, yours, very respectfully, 

J. C. Pembebtok, Lieutenant-General. 
\ 

Grant's answer was dictated by magnanimity ; as a soldier, 
he was willing to allow some show of respect to the officers 
and men who had borne the horrors of the siege : it was as 
follows : 

HXADQXJABTXBfl DePABTMEKT OV TSHNXSaKB, 

BxFOBX VioKBBUBo, July 4, 1868. 
LlECTSNAlfrr-GBNERAL PbMBEBTON, 

Commanding Forces in Vicksburg: 

GxNERAii — I have the honor to acknowledge your oominunication of the 3d 
of July. The amendments propoeed by you cannot be acceded to in full. It 
wlU be necessary to furnish eveiy officer and man vrith a parole, signed by 
himself, which, with the completion of the rolls of prisoners, will necessarily 
take 8ome time. Again, I can make no stipulation with regard to the treat- 
ment of dtiasens and their private property. While I do not propose to cause 
ttny of them any undue annoyance or loss, I cannot consent to leave myself 
und&r restraint hy stipulations. The property which officers can be allowed to 
take with them will be as stated in the proposition of last evening — ^that if, 
that officers will be allowed, their private baggage and side-arms, and mounted 
officers one horse each. If you mean by your proposition for each brigadeto 
march to ^ front of the lines now occupied by it, and stack their arms at ten 
s^cloek A. ic, and then return to the inside and remain as prisoners untU 
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properly paraled, I wU make no chfecHon to it. Should no modificKtioii be 
made of yova acceptance of mj terms bj nine o'clock A. M., I bIuUI regard 
them as having been rejected, and act accordingly. Should these terms be 
accepted, white flags will be displayed along your lines to prevent such of 
my troops as may not have been notified from firing on your men. 

I am, General, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

U. S. Graht, 
Major-General United States Army. 

These terms were accepted. McPherson*s corps was placed 
nnder arms. The rebel troops marched out and stacked their 
arms, to the number of 31,600 men, occupying three hours in 
'80 doing, and our troops marched in : 172 guQS also fell into our 
hands. General Grant's triumphal entry was in the afternoon 
of July 4. 

THE FOUBTH OF JULY. 

We had become accustomed, in later jears, and before the 
war, to sneer at Fourth of July celebrations ; " buncombe" and 
" fustian" were the other names for the orations pronoimced 
on that day ; but the events of this wonderful year were to 
consecrate it afresh in the hearts of all true patriots. The 
shouts of Grant's conquering army were echoed back from 
' equally sonorous voices at Gettysburg, where, after three 
days of hard fighting, in which the glorious Army of the 
Potomac had utterly bafSed and defeated " an enemy superior 
in numbers, and flushed with the pride of a successful in- 
vasion,"* it rested on the ith of July, to keep the' nation's 
birthday. Vicksburg and Gettysburg ! names which shall 
forever stand among the decisive battles in the world's history, 
and mark the great crisis in our country^s fate ; a new declara- 
tion of our independence — a seal of our perpetuity. All honor 
to the men who achieved them I 

It is worthy to be recorded, that when Pemberton was 
asked his motives for selecting the 4th of July as the day of 
surrender, he said : " The answer is obvious ; I believed that 

* 

I 

* Meade's order to his troops. 
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tipon that day I should obtain better terms. Well awaze of 
the Tanity of otir foes, I knew they would attach vast impor- 
tance to the enti^ce, on the 4th of July, into the stronghold 
of the great river, and that, to gratify their national vanity, 
they woidd yield then what could not be extorted from them 
at any other time." We like that word vanity; it could not 
be improved, except, perhaps, bv terms which can hardly 
be considered synonymous r—foya&y, patriotism^ and set/- 
TesfpecL 

As to the great importance of the reduction of Vicksburg, 
■we may refer to Sherman's recent statement, that it made the 
destruction of the rebellion certain, and that the rebels would 
have abandoned at once a lost cause, had they not been 
blinded by passion, and lured by false syrens to a greater 
destruction. Carlyle tells a story of a fabulous Norse warrior 
'Vicho possessed an invisible sword of magic sharpness. It 
clove his enemy in two, without his feeling the blow, and it 
was not until he shook himself that he fell apart. Thus Grant, 
with his magic sword, had cut the great rebellion in twain, 
but it needed the shaking of a few more campaigns to demon- 
strate to the rebels, and to the world, that the fatal blow had 
been given at Vicksburg. 

Grant entered Vicksburg in triumph on the afternoon of 
the 4th; but was very' sullenly received at the rebel head- 
quarters. He had defeated the enemy in five battles out- 
side of the city, had taken the State capital, and by the 
capture of Vicksburg he had captured thirtyHBeven thousand 
prisoners, including nineteen general oflElcers, and four thou- 
sand officers of lower grades. The rebels had lost in battle, 
from the beginning of the campaign, upwards of ten thousand 
men, three hundred and one pieces of artillery, and thirty-five 
thousand small-arms ; they had also surrendered a large 
amount of public property, consisting of railroads, locomo- 
tives, cars, steamboats, cotton, and provisions. 

But best of all, in the sententious language of Mr. Lincoln, 
the great river; which had been fretting and fuming under the 
iron chain of the rebels, now " v:eni unvexed to the sea^ On 
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the 16th of Jiily> the Bteamboat Imperial arrived at New 
Orieans from St. Loois, the first boat which had gone aver 
that route for more than two years. ' 

On the 28th of the same month she retomed to her wharf 
at St. Louis, amid the welcoming shouts of thousands. Eybtj 
. shout was a tribute to him, who had opened the river, and 
sent its waters forever ** unvexed to the sea." 



COlOCENTEk 

In a review of this great campaign, Orant's actions shine 
SO pre-eminently, that an estimate of the biographer, in the 
way of a summary, is totally unnecessary. He was active, 
versatile, tenacious of purpose, Napoleonic in his judgment 
and use of men, with moral courage to assign or remove them 
according to their merits. And, combined with all Uiese high 
qualities, he had exhibited remarkable' skill in manoeuvring 
large armies in the field ; in learning instant lessons from 
repulses ; in conductmg an arduous siege ; in brushing away 
e ^ccorikg army ;-always preservinglat equal mind which 
it is more diffic Jt to keep iJ tiie ex4me of prosperity than 
in that of adversity. Undisturbed by his great troubles, he 
was not puffed up by the great success, but was ready for 
new labors, and, if God should send them, final successes. 

It is no injustice to others to say that his chief supporters 
were Sherman, McPherson, and Logan. Sherman, like Grant, 
has achieved such universal reputation, that we need not 
pause to eulogize him. McPherson here exhibited to the 
public those qualities which Grant had long known him to 
possess, and which were tp shine with increasing lustre until 
his lamentable fall in the Georgia campaign. Logan's dash- 
ing valor was eminently conspicuous. Having declared that 
the Western men would hew their way to the Gulf, he was 
a bright example of the truth of his prediction ; ever at his 
post, and always distinguished for that fearless impetuosity 
which the world now considers his chaxUcteristic. 
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Grant at once recommended Sherman and McPherson for 
the rank of brigadier-general in the regular army. 

Note. — ^The sketch of this great campaign would be incomplete -withont 
brief reference to the nnparalleled march of Colonel (afterwards General) B. H. 
Grierson, np to that time the most famous raid on record. Its object was, the 
deatrniCtion of public property and of the railroads, and to make a diversion in 
fKvar of the army moving upon Vicksburg. Grierson proposed it, and began his 
preparations on the Ist of ApriL His force consisted of the Sixth and Seventh 
Illinois Cavalij and the Secojid Iowa, commanded respectively by Colonels 
Ixxnnis, Price, and Hatch. 

Starting firom La Grange, he moved upon Ripley. Thence he crossed the 
Tallahatchie. Detachments to deceive the enemy and destroy the railroads, 
weare sent to the esat, north, and even the northwest, l^iam Pontotoc he sent 
back one hundred and seventy-five men, the least valuable, and one gun, to 
La Grange. A small detachment was sent to Columbus to destroy the track ; 
and at Siarksville he captured a rebel mail of great valne. On the 22d he was 
at Louisville, and he crossed the Memphis sRailroad at Newton. His route 
then lay through Raleigh, where he cut the telegraph wires ; across the Leaf 
River, destroying the bridge across the Pearl ; through Gallatin and to Union 
Gonrthouse. Thence southward, destroying as he went bridges and track. 
The rebels were now gathering on his track, to stop his return. But he had no 
idea of returning. At Oskya, where they tried to stop him, he broke them. 
Then, by Gbeensburg and Clinton, he rode into Baton Rouge on the Ist of May 1 
A notable ride ; in seventeen days he had travelled eight hundred miles 
tluroagh the heart of the ^tate; given the people a great fright; entirely 
deceived and eluded the armed enemy ; destroyed four millions of property ; 
and so injured the railroads, as to make them incapable for some time of being 
used to our detriment. 

9 
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CHAPTER xyn. 



touches: CLEABING the 1¥BBCK. 



tm rnM or tub latws. — Psbridkiit's- t'lTnn to OkAirr. — ^Pokt HaDsoir wxm nia 

FALL or VlOKSBVR« — SUBRBNDBm. — CORBUPONDBirOB AND OONDITIONS.— ShBR- 

ibAH MOTBs aoainbt Johhston. — J0BM8TOH HOLDS Jaokboit^-^His obobb.~Ub 
vbgampb. 

* 

EFFECT OP THE NEWS. 

When some great fabric, long tottering to its foundations, 
and upon whicli the eves of all men have been fixed, at lengtli 
surges and falls with a mighty crash, crowds of workmen flj 
to remove the fragments, to clear the wreck, and prepare for 
rebuilding. So the fall of Yicksbnrg, resounding through the 
coiintry, was the signal for new labors • to the heroic Grant 
and his gallant army. The news, long awaited by the nation, 
gave rise to scenes o{ the wildest enthusiasm. The roar of ar- 
tillery and the ringing of bells, swelled by the chorus of human 
voices, were heard from the Atlantic to the Pacific. The cry, 
" Yicksburg has fallen I" carried joy to Washington, and con- 
sternation to Bichmond. The name of Grant was on every 
lip, and assurance was made doubly sure that, under Gk>d, we 
now had a commander upon whom the people could rely to 
lead us to final victory, and a thoroughly successful, honor- 
able, and uncompromising peace. 

He was at once appointed to the vacant major-generalship 
in the regular army, to date from that day, now doubly dear to 
every true American heart — ^the Fourth of July, 1863 ; the ixy 
when he entered Yicksburg, the chief of American conquerors. 

While straining every nerve in the campaign, he had been 
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greatly imsrepreaented at Washington. Partisan poUtics and 
private xnalignitj had arrayed themselves against him : to a 
charge of imbecility had been added that of drunkenness ; and 
it was even said that Adjutant-General Thomas, who had 
started for the Mississippi in April, had carried with him an 
order reUeving Grant from the command. But now his vindi- 
cation was complete : it was Yicesbubq I We cannot pause to 
enmnerate his honors. Mr. Linoohi, in the most magnani- 
mous spirit, addressed him the following letter, as honorable 
to liincohx as it was just and generous to Grant ; 

ExscuTiviB Mansiost, Washikoton, July 18, 1868. 

To Major-Gbbveral Graitt: 

My Dear ({eneral — I do not remember that you and I ever met {lerscm- 
aUj. I write this now bb a gratefnl acknowledgment for tTie alnwtt tMHima- 
Us service you Tia/te dom Vie country, I wish to say a word further. When 
jou first reached the vicinity of Vicksbnrg, I thought yon should do what you 
finally did — ^march the troops across the neck, run the batteries with the trans- 
ports, and thus go below ; and I never had any faith, except a general hope 
that you knew better than I, that the Yazoo Pass expedition and the like could 
Buooeed. When you got below and took Port Gibson, Grand Gulf, and vicinity, 
I thought you should go down the river and join General Banks ; and when you 
turned northward east of the Big Black, I feared it was a mistake. I now wish 
to make a personal acknowledgment thai you were right and Itoas wrong. 

Yours, very truly, A. Lincoln. 

Congratulations and thanks poured upon bim from aU quar- 
ters. Halleck, in a complimentary letter, cpmpares the cam- 
paign " most favorably" with those of Napoleon about Ulm ; 
and even rebel journals for once dropped the Billingsgate with 
which it was their custom to describe the actions of our '^ Yan- 
kee" commanders, to declare that he had been skilful in his 
work, and magnanimous in his dealings with the garrisoiL 
He was pointed to as the only man to conduct the new and 
colossal campaigns now opening, of which Chattanooga was 
to be the base, and from which, in logical sequence, were to 
follow Sherman's grand gallop through Georgia, his flanking 
movement in South and North Carolina, and our fin,al suc- 
cesses at and beyond Petersburg. We repeat it, Yicksburg 
was the key of the war. 



196 GRANT AND HIS CAMPAIQKH. 

Grant arranged affairs at Yicksbnrg by making McPherson 
district commander, and Logan post commander. The former 
general appointed Lieutenant*Colonel James Wilson district 
proYost-marshal ; and the latter, lieutenant-Colonel Waddell 
post proYost-marshaL 

PORT HUDSON. 

It has been seen that Port Hudson, in the Department of 
the Gulf, was besieged by General Banks, and held tightly 
embraced during the siege of Yicksburg ; and it was well un- 
derstood by both armies that when the latter should fall, the 
.^other must also surrender. Port Hudson, or Hickey's Land- 
ing. is a yery strong point, on a sharp bend in the river, 
twenty-two miles above Baton Bouge. Situated on a com- 
manding bluff, it had been weU fortified. Livested on the 21 st 
of May by our army, it had refused to surrender, and defied a 
first assault on that day« The investing army was command- 
ed, under Banks, by Weitzel, Augur, Grover, and T. W. Sher- 
man. Another assault on the 14th of June was also unsuc- 
cessful ; and then Banks awaited the fall jof Yicksburg. 

This was decisive. On the 7th of July, General Frank 
Gardner, the rebel commander, wrote to Banks to ask if 
Yicksburg had surrendered ; and if so, to propose an armistice 
for the surrender of Port Hudson. On the 8th, Banks replied, 
sending him Grant's letter announcing the fall of Yicksburg ; 
and the same day Gardner gave up the works, surrendering 
five thousand five hundred prisoners, one major-general and 
one brigadier, twenty heavy guns, thirty-one field-pieces, a 
quantity of ammunition, and two steamers, one of them of 
value to us for immediate use. Banks took possession on 
bhe 9th.* 

* The following is the correspondence : 

HXADQUABTXBS POBT HuDBON, LOCIBIANA, Julj 7, 1S68. 

Genebal — Having received information from joxa troops that VickAvrg 
has been turrendered, I make this communication to ask yofa to give me the 
official asBnrance whether this is true or not ; and if true, I <uk for a eesution 
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"We do not designito derogate from the effective service of 
Banks or the gallantry of his army ; bnt Port Hudson fell be* 



cf hortSitiei, yn^ a view to the oonsideiation of terms ^r Burrendermg this 
po gitinn. 

I am, GeDenl, very respectfoDy, jour obedient Bervant^ 

Fraitk Gabdner, 
Mi^or-General eommanding Confederate States Forces. 

To Majob^Gekkbal Banks, 

Commanding United States Forces near Port Hadson. 

Headquartebs Bbpabtmxmt of tbb Gulf, 
. Bbfobe Pobt Hudson, July 8, 1868. 

General — ^In reply to your oommnnication, dated tlie 7tli instant, by flag of 
tmce received a few moments anoe, I have the honor to inform yon that I re- 
erived yesterday morning, Jnly 7th, at forty-five minntes past ten o'clock, by 
the gnnboat General Price, an oificial dispatch from Major-General Ulysses B. 
Grant, United States Army, whereof the following is a tme extract : 

HsAiK^UABTBiis DiepA.KTiinrT or TBB TKwimwwri 
Near ViCKBBUita, Jnly 4, 1S68. 

Majob-Okkbkal N. p. Banes, Commandinff Department o/ihe Qu^: 

Qbnkbal— The furlioo of VIcksbarf Barcendered thU morning. Tho namber of prlsonen, is 
glTen by the offlcen, to twenty-soven thoaaand ; fleld-artlll^ry, ono hundrod and twenty-eight 
Itieees ; aad a large namber of slege-gnna, [Mrobably not lees than dgbty. 

Yonr obedient servant, 

n. 8. Gbamt, Mf^or-GeoenL 

I regret to say that, nnder present drcamstances, I cannot, consistently 
with my daty» consent to a cessation of hostilities for the purpose yon indioato. 

Very respectfcilly, your obedient servant, % 

N. P. Bahkb, Major-General oommaoding. 

To Ha/ob-Obnebal Fbank Gabdnkb, 

Commandiug Confederate States Forces, Port Hudson. 

Pobt Hudson, Jnly 8, 18<^8. 

General — ^I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of this date, giving a copy of an official communication from M^or- 
Genoral U. S. Grant, United States Army, annoutieing the tfwrrender of the gair- 
rimn of ViMtmrg, 

Saving defended this poiUion as long as I deem my duty requires, lam ieUl- 
ing to surrender to you, and will appoint a comnussion of three officers to meet 
a similar eommiBsion appointed by yourself, at nine o'clock this morning, for 
the purpose of agreeing upon, and drawing xxp, the terms of surrender ; and for 
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fore the genius of Grant, as much as ihongh it had been a 
fortification of Yicksburg, as, iadeed, In a strictly military 
Tiew, it was. 



SHEBMANS HOTEMENTS. 

We have alreadj mentioned that the army of Johnston, 
which could neyer be brought to the attack, was still hoyering 
upon onr flank and rear, and had reoccnpied Jackson. Grant 
was now ready to dispose of it. A large force had been 
placed nnder the command of Sherman for this purpose, and 
it had been Grant's intention to launch it upon Johnston 
within a short time, to be determined by his success at Yicks- 
burg. In ignorance of Pemberton*s intention to surrender on 
the 4th) Grant had been making his arrangements for an 

that purpose I ask a eessation of hostilities. Will yon pleaae designate a poliit 
outside of my breastworks, where the meeting shall be held for this purpose? 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Fraxk Gabdiseb, commanding Confederate States Forees.. 

Commiinding United States Forces. 

General Banks replied at onoe in the following language : 

HXADQUABTEBS UkITBD StATKS FoBOES, 
BxfOBK POBT HUDBON, Julj 8, 1S63. 

GERBRAXf — ^I haye the honor to acknowledge the receipt o! your communi- 
cation of this date, stating that you are willing to surrender the garrison under 
your command to the forces under my command, and that yoa wlU appoint a 
commission of three officers to meet a similar commission appointed by me, at 
nine o'clock this morning, for the purpose of agreeing upon and drawing up 
the terms of surrender. 

In reply, I have the honor to state that I have designated Brigadier43eneral 
Charles P. Stone, Colonel Henry W. Blrge, and Lieutenant-Colonel Ridiard B. 
Irwin, as the officers to meet the commlsEdon appointed by you. 

They will meet your officers at the hour designated, at a point where the 
flag of truce wafi received this morning. I will direct that active hostilities 
shall entirely cease on my part, imtil further notice, for the purpose stated. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. P. Bakeb, M^Jor-General commanding. 
To Majob-Gskbbal Frank Gabdnxb, 

Commanding Confederate States Forces, Port Hadson. 
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assault at all points on the 6th of Jul j, of the success of which 
he had no doubt ; immediately after that, Sherman was to be 
sent against Johnston. The surrender of the city, two days 
earlier than he had anticipated, made this at once practicable, 
provided Sherman's troops and supplies were ready for the 
movement. That distinguished officer, always ready, reported 
that he could move at once. Happy the commander who has 
such lieutenants I Moving, not only with the expeditionary 
force before mentioned, but taking with it, by Grant's orders, 
the remainder of the Thirteenth and Fifteenth Corps, he 
reached Jackson on the 10th, and immediately began the 
investment, extending his lines in a haU-circle from right to 
left, touching the Pearl Biver, which flows through the city 
at both points.* • 

JOHNSTON'S nisposrnoNs. 

We gather from Johnston's report, that it was his intention 
to hold the place only until he could draw 9ff his army and 
remove his stores ; but to judge from his defences, we should 
not have thought so. A strong line of rifle-pits extended 
along his entire front, protected at intervals by powerful 
batteries with heavy epaulments, which crossed their Are 
upon the ground in front. In constructing these batteries 
more than two thousand cotton bales had been used. 

His army was thus posted from right to left : Loring, 
Walker, French, and Breckinridge. Gist had brought him 
ten regiments of the " best blood" of the " chivalry," the 
unconquerable type. He then issued the following order, 
worthy of the Delphic oracle : 

, HXADOVARTIBS OK TBS F»LD, Jttly 9, 1888. 

F£Lix>w-SoLDiBR8— An Insolent foe, fiuthed with hope hy Mi recent eueeeu (U 
Viclaburg, confronUryou, threatening the people, whoie homes and liberty 70a 

* " General Sherman has Jackson invested from Pearl Biver on the n^h 
to the river on the sonth. This has cat off many hundred cars from the 
ConfederaQT. Sherman says he has forces enongh, and feels no appre- 
hension aboat the result" — Cfeneral Cfranfe dUpaUh to the general-in^iief 
July 12. • 
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t 
are here to protect, with plunder and conquest Their ganfl maj even nonr be 
heard as they advance. . 

The enemy it is at once the duty and tJie mission of you, brave men, to 
chastise and e/rpdfrom, the soU of Mississippi. The commanding general con- 
fidingly relies on you to sustain his pledge, which he makes in adtanee, and be 
will be with yon in the good work, even nnto the end. 

The vice of " straggling*' he begs yon to shun and to frown on. If needs 
be, it will be checked by even the most summary remedies. 

The telegraph has already announced a glorious victory over the foe, won 
by yonr noble comrades of the Virginia army on Federal soil. May he not, 
with redoubled hopes, count on you, while defending yonr fireades and 
household gods^ to emulate the pirond example of your brothers in the 
East? 

The country expects in this, the great crisis of its destiny, that every man 
will do his duty. 

Joseph E. Ja^JxercGs, General commanding. 

A weak invention this, which could neither deceiye his 
enemy nor inspirit his own people ; its only merit being that 
he did hot commit himself. Johnston, however, neither 
fought well nor retreated welL When he was at Canton, 
Grant had sent Blair to cut off his supplies, by laying the 
country waste for a distance of fifty miles around, destroying 
mills, factories, granaries, and crops. On the 13th, Herron, 
aided by the navy, had captured Yazoo City,* losing the gun- 
boat Baron de Kalb, which was exploded by a rebel torpedo 
in the adventure.t 

JOHNSTON DEOIMPS. 

Sherman, somewhat delayed for want of ammunition, which 
did not reach him in sufficient supply until the 16th, in- 



♦ "landing that Taaoo Oiiy teas' being fortified, I sent General Herron there 
inth his dMsion, He captured several hundred prisoners and one steamboat. 
Five ineoee of heavy artillery and aU the public stores feli into our hands. 
The enemy burned three steamboats on the approach of the gunboats." — Orant 
to Halleck, July 12. 

f " Unfortunately, while the Baron De Ealb was moving slowly along she 
ran foul of a torpedo, which exploded and sunk her. There was no sign of 
any thiog of the kind to be seen*. While she was going down, another exploded 
under her stem." — Admiral Porter to Secretary of t?te Nary, July 14.* 
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trenched bimseify and erected connter-batteries. Jolmston, 
taking advantage of a thick fog, made a determined sortie on 
the 13th, which, after creating some slight confusion, was 
snccessfoUy repulsed. Sherman'^ works now progressed 
rapidly, and a general assaidt would soon have been made, 
had not Johni^ton again -vindicated his reputation as a hero 
of retreats, and evacuated the place. He began to do so on 
the 16th, very quietly ; and instead of further attempts *' to 
chastise and repel us from the soU of Mississippi," he led his 
willing soldiers away by Morton and Meridian from that very 
soil, upon a march, the terrible concomitants of which were 
intense heat, want of water, and general discouragement. 

Sherman entered the beautiful city again on the 18th. It 
was now doomed to the horrors of war. Great blocks of 
honses were burned down. Soldiers 'Were seen ransacking 
houses. The negroes who had been left behind (the able- 
bodied ones had been hurried away by their masters) 
thronged the streets — ^the infirm, the women, and the children 
— not knowing whether it was the year of jubilee or the day of 
wrath which had come. Piles of household stuff, pianos, 
bedsteads, fancy tables, were dragged into the streets, and 
fired or scattered about the crossings. Thick smoke, cinders, 
falling timber, fierce flames, form the cMaro-oscuro of a picture 
which we shall not undertake to describe. 

In one of the expeditions to a house near Jackson, were 
found books and letters belonging to Jefferson Davis, — ^many 
of the latter from men of station at the North, and implicating 
them in the inauguration of the rebeUion. We have not time 
to moralize, but surely at every page we have strong proof of 
the adage which declares the permanence of the written word, 
and a declaration that there is many an irrevooatte verbum 
besides those. that appear in print. If '* tM pen is mightier 
than the sword" to create and bless, it is often surely so to 
destroy. 



KoTE.— The rebel losses in the Vicksburg campaign were ; — i2-ftOO pris- 
cmers, 12,000 killed and wounded, 6,000 stragglers : Total, 60,000. Grant's 
lo8fl<« were;— 1,248 Hlled, 7,095 wounded, 535 mlwinori Total, 8,87^. 

0* 
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Gbamt was now active in the organization of his depart- 
ment ; setting it in order, as it proved, to form one part of the 
great whole, over which he was soon to exercise an imperial 
military supremacy. He sent expeditions in every direction, 
to ^ spy out the nakedness of the land" — ^to Canton, Pontotoc, 
and Grenada. An important one was dispatched under Ban- 
som to Natchez, to put a stop to the crossing of cattie at that 
point, from the West, for the enemy's supply. Bansom 
captured five thousand head, of which Grant sent two thou- 
sand to Banks, retaining the rest for his own army.^ After a 

* " General BaiiBom was sent to Natchez, to stop the czosBing of cattle lor 
the Eastern apnj. On arrival, he foand that large nnmberB had been driven 
out of the cMj to be pastured : also, that munitions of war had recently been 
crossed over to wait for Kirby Smith. He mounted about two hundred of his 
men, and sent them in both directions. 

'^Thej captured a number of prisoners, and five thousand head of Texas 
cattle, two thousand%ead of which were sent to Qeneral Banks. The balance 
have been or wiU be brought here. 

" In Louisiana they captured more prisoners, and a number of teams loaded 
with ammunition. Over two million rounds of ammunition were brought 
back to Natchez with the teams captured, and two hundred aitfd six^-eight 
thousand rounds, besides artillery ammunition, were destroyed."— G^n< to 
JIalleck, July 18. 
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short rest, he dispatched Steele with EimbaU's diyision to 
Selena, to render important services to Schofield, then com- 
manding the Department of the Missouri; while Ord and 
Seron were sent, to Banks to take part in the new moyements 
projected in the Department of the Gull s 

Grant's headquarters were temporarily at Yicksburg, but 
lie spent his time in trayeUing from point to point, to see the 
condition and needs of his department. And again he had 
presented to him extra military and perplexing questions, 
which he settled with great good judgment. The guerrillas 
who thronged the river-banks were outlawed. Furloughs, 
which had before been impossible, were now judiciously 
granted, to " five per centum of the non-commissioned officers 
and privates of each regiment, battery, independent company, 
and detachment, for good conduct in their line of duty ;" and 
while these were thus rewarded, stragglers and shirkers were 
denied furloughs, and were punished by extra duties and 
fines. 

To illustrate at once the condition of the people, and Grant's 
caixtion in supplying them, we introduce the followiag order. 

• 

' Geniebal Ordebs, No. 46. 

HXAOqUARTEBS DEPABnCENT OT THX TsiTirXSSBS, 

VxoKSBUBo, Mississippi, July 21, 1868. 

1. Hereafter no issues of provisions wiU be made for contrabands, eoseept 
ihose serving in regiments or in contraband camps. 

2. Issoes of provisions will not be made to citizens, except on certificates 
that they are destitute, and have no means of purchasing the necessary supplies 
for their fiimilies. These certificates mnst state the number of the fiunily, and 
the time for which they draw, which shall not exceed ten days at any one 
time. 

8. In making issues to citizens, only articles of prime necesdty will be given — 
». e^ bread and meat, and these at the rate of one pound of flour, one half-pound 
of salt meat, or pne pound of fresh beef, to the ration. 

By order of 

Majoii-General it. S. Qkajxt. 
Jno. a. BAWLnrs, A. A. G. 

He also addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, on tLo 
8ul)ject of trade, in which he declares, from his experience 
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in West Tennessee, that any trade whatever with the rebel- 
lious States weakened lis to the extent of thirty-three per 
cent, of our force ; " but," he adds, " no theory of my 
own will ever stand in the way of my executing, in good 
faith, any order I may receive from those in authority over 
me."* 

TTifl kind sympathy with good soldiers was indicated at this 
time by his requiring the captain of a steamer to refund the 
excess of passage-money which he had charged, thus compel- 
ling our brave men who were going on furlough to pay exor- 
bitantly for the trip. 



* Headquabtebs DspABTUEirr or the TEsnrxaBBB, 
ViCKSBUBa, Miss., July 21, 1868. 

Snt— Toor letter of the 4th ii)stant to me, indoBing a copy of a letter of 
Bame date to Mr. Mellen, special agent of the Treasoij, is jost received. Mj. 
aflBiatant adjutant-general, bj whom I shall send this letter, is about staitm^ 
for Washington ; hence I shall be very short in my reply. 

My experience in West Tennessee has convinced mo that any trade what- 
ever with the rebellious States is weakening to us of at least thirty-three per 
cent, of our force. No matter what the restriotions thrown around trade, if any 
whatever is allowed, it will be made the means of supplying the enemy with 
what they want. Restrictions, if lived up to, make trade unprofitable, and 
hence none but dishonest men go into it. I will venture to say that no honer '^ 
man has made money in West Tennessee in the last year, while many fortunes 
have been made there during that time. 

The people in the Mississippi Valley are now nearly subjugated. Keep 
trade out for a few months, and I doubt not but that the work of subjugation 
will be so complete, that trade can be opened freely with the States of Arkansas, 
Louisiana, and MissiBBippi ; that the people of these States will be more anxious 
for the en^rcement and protection of our laws than the people of the loyal 
States. They have experienced the misfortune of being without them, and a:e 
now in a most happy condition to appreciate their bleasings. 

No theory of my own will ever stand in the way of my executing, in good 

faith, any orfler I may receive from those in authority over me; but my podtlon 

has given me an opportunity of seeing what would not be known by persons 

away from the scene of war ; and I venture, therefore, to suggest great caution 

in opening trade with rebels. 

I am. Sir, very respectfully, ^ 

Your obedient servant, 

U. S. Graitt, Migor-GeneraL 
HoK. 8. P. Chaib, Secretary of the Treasury. 



f • 
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Afterwards, on the 29th of September, the general estab- 
lished an equitable tariff of fares from St. Louis to New 
Orleans, and intermediate places ; requiring that enlisted m^n 
ahonld be allowed to travel in the cabin, when they desired it, 
at the same rates. 

By an order of August 10th, he confirmed the judicious 
steps before taken on the subject of free people of color, 
estabHshing camps for those out of employment, and employ- 
ing them for Goyemment purposes ; also allowing contracts 
between citizens and free people of color, for their labor, 
which were to be registered with the provost-marshals, with 
bonds to secure the kind treatment of the negroes. 

HONORS AT MEMPHIS. 

■ On the 25th of August, General Grant arrived at Memphis. 
His appearance awakened a wild enthusiasm in that city, so 
lately a hot-bed of rebellion. A committee of the citizens 
waited upon him and importuned him to receive the hospital- 
ities of the city, which were accompanied by a series of resolu- 
tions. • Grant consented, without a speech, and received the 
citizens at nine that night. After an hour's ovation and hand- 
shaking, there was a grand banquet, and the general was 
toasted as. the guest of the city. He refused to respond in a 
speech. A few words were said by his staff-surgeon, Dr. 
Hewitt ; and a poem was read, combining his name with that 
of De Soto,*who had discovered the river, and Fulton, who 
had made it ahve with steamers. 

This combination of names was not very significant. The 
discovery of the river was an accident. Chance gave De Spto 
this historic fame ; and a grave beneath its waters, that no red- 
man might ever find and exhume his remains. Fulton made 
his grand experiments elsewhere, and peopled many other 
rivers with vaporing keels. 

It was the special glory of Grant, that from the day he 
moved upon Belmont until Yicksburg fell, he had bent all his 
energies to this mighty work ; had risen superior to all fail- 
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jarea ; had been called on, again and again, to make new com* 
binations; and finally, by his conquest, had insured tho 
destruction of the treason, and the speedy return of peace, 
with all its grand future developments. 
^ In his letter to the committee of the loyal citizens of Hem* 
phis, in order that he might not be misunderstood or miscon- 
strued by any of a di£Eerent temp^, he uses this language : 

'^ In accepting this testimonial, which I do at a great sacri- 
fice of my personal feelings, I simply desire to pay a tribute 
to the first public exhibition in Memphis of loyklty to the 
Government which I represent in the Department of the Ten- 
nessee^ I should dislike to refuse, for considerations of 
personal Convenience, to acknowledge anywhere, or in any 
form, the existence of sentiments which I have so long and so 
ardently desired to see manifested in this department. The 
stability of this Government and the uniiy of this naticm 
depend solely on the cordial support and the earnest loyalty 
of the people. While, therefore, I thank you sincerely for the 
kind expressions you have used iowards myself, I am pro« 
foundly gratified at this public recognition, in the city of 
Memphis, of the power and authority of the Government of 
the United States." 

Upon leaving the banqueting table at Memphis, he went 
directly to the wharf, and tool^ boat for Yicksburg ; and 
Whence proceeded on a tour of relaxatij^n and inspection. He 
slopped for a few days at Natchez, and on the 2d of Septem- 
ber arrived at New Orleans, to visit General Banks, for a 
short respite and rest after his protracted and arduous labors, 
and to confer with that officer about future military opera- 
tions. In the complications of the vast theatre, it had not 
been yet decided what would be the next field of action ; but 
the progress of events seemed to point for a time to Mobile. 

BEVIEW AT NEW ORLEANS. 

On the 4th, at Carrolton, a suburb of the Crescent City, a 
grand review took place, in which Generals Grant and Banks 
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were flanked bj Washbume, Stone, Herron, Thomas, and 

other generals ; and here Grant met, not without emotion, 

that glorions Thirteenth Corps, which had been with him 

nnd^r McClemand and Ord at Yicksbnrg, and had after* 

wards iSeen sent to Banks. Moimted on* a magnificent 

charger, placed at his disposal by General Banks, Grant 

dashed at a foil gallop along the lines, with difficulty followed 

by his cortege ; and at length he drew np under a fine old 

oak, for the troops to march past. He lifted his hat with 

someihiiig more than formal courtesy, as the torn, soiled, and 

shot-pierced colors of the Thirteenth were lowered in passing ; 

for, as his eye rested on them* his memory rushed back to the 

days when, at Belmont, Donelson, Pittsburg Landing, and all 

the battles arouncPand at Yicksburg, those over whom they 

waved had been the companions of his fortunes, and, in part, 

the achieyers of his fame. 

But the display was attended with a serious mishap. As 
General Grant was returning to his hotel from the review of 
the Thirteenth Corps, his horse became frightened by the 
letting off of steam, with a shrill whistle, by a railroad loco- 
motiye, and sprang wildly with such violence against a car- 
riage that was coming in an opposite direction, that both horse 
and rider were thrown upon the street. pChe result was a 
most serious accident. His hip was temporarily paralyzed by 
the concussion, and he was for twenty-one days obliged to lie 
in one position; nor did he recover so as to walk without 
crutches or mount his horse without assistance, until after he 
had reached Chattanooga, near the end of October. There 
really seemed to be danger that his services would be lost to 
the country. 

The subject of trade was provisionally arranged by a proc- 
lamation on the 13th of the month, declaring that unrestricted 
trade was opened to Cairo, and all towns on the Missouri and 
Ohio above it ; while all places from Cairo to New Orleans 
were opened to trade, with proper restrictions. 

Grant was also very solicitous that all his men should be 
paid ; and as aU official papers had, up to this time, been very 
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loosely made out, he now required, by order, that every man 
should be provided with a full descriptive list, whenever de- 
tached from his company or regiment, in order to enable him 
to draw his pay * 

The iron frame of Grant, aided by his iron will, conquered 
the illness incident to his f aU in a few weeks ; and while still 
lingering and suffering, he embarked on a steamer to proceed 
slowly up the river, in accordance with orders from Wash- 
ington. 

The following order will also show liis solicitude that the 
organizations under his command should receive full credit 
for their gallant actions. This was done to carry out the spirit 
of General Orders, No. 19, February 22, 1862, from the Adju- 
tant-Gteneral's Office. 

CIRCULAR. 

IIbadquartebs Dep^bticestt of THB TsKlfSSSH, 
ViCESBUXo, Misji., July IS, 1883. 

Army corps commanders, and the commanders of detached diyisions^ ivlth 
the army in the field, will each, as soon after the reception of this order as 
practicable, convene a board, to consist of three officers^ £o determine tho 
battles participated in by the various regiments, batteries, and independent 
oompani«e of this command ; and forward through the usual military chflnnels, 
to their headquarters, a list of such as are entitled, for gallantry and good con- 
duct, to inscribe upon their banners the names of their actions. 

By order of 

Major^bneral U. S. Gbaist. 

T. S. BowEBS, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 

It was incident to this order that there was organized at 
Vicksburg, fox the Seventeenth Corps, a board of honor, 
consisting of eight principal officers, with McPherson, its 
famous commander, as' advisory member. General Logau 

* " Hereafter, no enlisted man will be sent from his company or regiment 
without such descriptive list as is herein required being famished to the 
proper officer in charge ; and any neglect to comply with this order will subject 
the offender to trial by court-martial, and dismissal from the service. 

** It will be the duty of all officers of the Inspector General's Department to 
properly inspect and report any neglect of duty in this i)articular." — Oranft 
General Order, Vicksburg. September ;29. 



ORGANIZATION AND ADBUNISTRATION. 209 

was president. The duty of tins board was to devise and 
present a medal of honor, both as a reward and as a means of 
exciting a proper emulation, to all non-commissioned offioers 
and men whose names w^re forwarded as worthy of this honor. 
Ck>mpany commanders sent them up to the colonels, by whom 
they -were forwarded to the brigade commanders, who, in turn, 
sent tlxem to the President.* 

In otix democratic fear, lest we should in any way approxi- 
mate to titles and insignia of nobility, our Government has 
limited itself to presenting medals of honor only to distin- 
guished generals. We are clearly of the opinion that the 
establishment of an order, analogous to that of the " Legion of 
Honor," woxdd accomplish wonders in the military world. 
We see in the conduct of large organizations, like the one now 
mentioned, only efforts to supply the want to a partial extent. 
A grand cross i^om the President of the United States would 
be worth all the brevets he could confer. It is not too late to 
inaugnrate such a system, and we hope to see it carried out 
yet. 

* The device on the medalB for the Seventeenth Corps waa a crescent, with 
BtaiB at each end, and a snspended shield ; and upon the ci;p6cent were the 
words^ " Vlckfibiug, July 4, 1868." We believe that this, or similar systems. 
were adopted in other corps, bat to what extent we do not know. 
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CHAPTEE XEL 

THB BOIJTABY DIVISION OF THE IdSSISSIPH — ^THE DEPABnCEST OF 

THE CXJBCBEBLANB. 

I 

ChIOKAXAUQA. — A OLANOK AT TBK TOPOOBAPHT. — ^TbX KXW OOmCAKD.— TbB AlVT 
OONOJCNTRATBa. — AT ChaTTANOOOA. — A FINB OHANCX OF OTAJIVIN*,— SlOTH'i 
BTRATAOXK. — HoOKXR ADVAN0X8. — BBAaO^B FATAL BBBOB.— S HRRMAJT XOTBS.— 
BsOOVNOItfSANOiW AND FLANft. 

We must now oast a rapid retrospectiye glance at the De- 
partment and Army of the Cumberland, which had been 
intrusted to the command of General Bosecrans. He had 
started from Nashville with a large force, to follow and defeat 
the enemy under General Bragg, and, if possible, to possess 
himself of Chattanooga. On the 2d of January, in the mur- 
derous battle of Murfreesboro' or Stone Biver, he had defeated 
and driven away the rebel army. After a long rest and re- 
orgemization at Murfreesboro', he had again moved upon the 
enemy, and in the battle of Chickamauga, on the 19th and 
20th of September, had sustained a partial defeat, but had 
succeeded in occupying Chattanooga. His right and centre 
had been driven back; but, thanks to the inspiration of 
Granger, and the rock-like firmness of Thomas, his lefi; had 
^tood firm, and he had at least succeeded in holding the ob- 
jective point of the active campaign — a point of none the leis 
value because our people, depressed ^by the defeat, could not 
then appreciate it. 

A glance at a topographical map will show the importance 
of Chattanooga. The key of the Tennessee Eiver, which is 
uavigable for steamboats for eight months of the year to that 
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polni, and for smaller yessels all the year, it is the centre of 
a Imot of railroads, and snrronnded by mountain ridges, from 
"w^hich five States may be seen. It was, perhaps, the most im- 
porinnt strategic position in the rebel States. The Govern- 
ment was very solicitous that, after so much trouble to get it, 
it should not now be abandoned. The name Chattanooga 
(Xndian for "Hawk's Nest"), indicates its local character. 
Chattanooga commands the southern entrance into Tennessee. 
It lies at the mouth of Chattanooga Valley, which is formed 
"by Lookout Mountain and Missionary Bidge, between which 
Obattanooga Creek or river flows into the Tennessee. Boads 
run through the valley to Chattanooga, and through the Mis- 
sionary Bidge there is a gap at Bossville. 

Lookout Mountain is very steep and rocky, rising more than 
two thousand feet in height; the base is wooded, and the 
ascent by troops apparently impracticable. 

The South Chickamauga runs along the eastern slope of 
Mission Bidge, through McLemore's cove. West of Lookout 
Mountain is the Lookout Creek and Valley, through which a 
short and unfinished railroad is constructed to Trenton. 
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To effect the purpose of maintaining Chattanooga, and at 
the same time to give one head to the three separate armies 
which were to concentrate upon it, and thus to secure a more 
perfect co-operation than had been possible in the separate 
commands of Bumside and Bbsecrans, General Grant, aUke 
distinguished by his remarkable services and his superior 
rank, was put in command of the whole. 

JEe was telegraphed by Mr. Stanton to await his arrival at 
Indianapolis. There thcgr met for the first time, and pro- 
ceeded together to Louisville, reaching it on the evening of 
the IStii. Arrived in that city, the secretary handed to*Grant 
the following order, the military significance of which we have 
already indicated : 
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Qknbral Ordsb8» No. 887. 

War DxPAjmiKiiT, ADJOTAxr-GnnmAL^ft OmcB, 
WASUisaTOir, Octolxsr 16, 186S. 

Bj direction of tlie President of the United States, the Departmeats of the 
Ohio, of the Cumberland, and of the Tennessee, will constitate the MIIitarT' 
Diyision of the MissiBsippi. Major-General U. S. Grant, United States Annj*, 
is placed in command of the Military Division of the Miwriwripid; with his faead- 
qnarteis in the field. 

Major-Qeneral W. S. Rosecrans, United States Yolnnteers^ is reliered from 
the command of the Department and Army of the Comberland. Mijor-General 
Q. H. Thomas is hereby assigned to that command. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. T owj l HJUil> , A. A. O. 

Among Grant's most remarkable characteristics is his sa- 
gacity in the choice of subordinates. It was upon his recom- 
mendation that Thomas had been promoted to the command ! 
of the Department of the Camberlandy and Sherman to that | 
of the Tennessee. 

The following is the order by which Grant assumed his 
new command. It was the most extensive one ever controlled 
by one general commanding in the field in AiAerica. It com- 
prised three departments, nine States and portions of States, 
and extended from the Mississippi into the Alleghanies. 

Ge2^ral Obdebb, No. 1. 

HSLDQUABTEBS MlLITART DxVUION Or THX MSMiaSIPPX, 

LoDisviLLB, Kentuoxt, October 18, 1S68. 

In compliance with General Orders, No. 337, of date, Washington, District of 
ColttinUa, October 16, 1863, the undersigned hereby assomes command of 
the "Militaiy Division of the Mississippi, embracing the Departmeats of the 
Ohio, of the Cunberland, and of the Tennessee." 

The headquarters of the Military Divitton of the Mississippi will be in the 

field, where all reports and returns required by army regulations and eziating 

orders will be made. 

U. S. QuAJXT, Mfjor-OeneraL 

•' • 

The military force comprised the three armies of the Ten- 
nessee, the Cumberland, and the Ohio, and a grand division 
under General Hooker, in itself a large additional army. The 
department of the Army of the Cumberland was oomm^anded 
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by General George H. Thomas; that of the Tennessee by 
General William T. Sherman ; and that of the Ohio, tempo- 
rarily, by General A. E. Bumside, soon to be reUeved by Gen- 
eral John G. Foster. 

The corps commanders were Generals Gordoii Granger, - 
Potter, Howard, Slocnm, J. M. Palmer, Logan, Hurlbut, Mc- 
pherson, and Manson ; commanding respectively the Fourth, 
Ninth, Eleventh, Twelfth, Fourteenth, Fifteentii, Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Twenty-third corps. In this vast territory^ 
and with this great array of men, Grant was about to try a 
Napoleonic problem. When that great master of the art of 
war had sent Moreau to the Bhine, in 1799, he had declareds^ 
that there were not two men in France capable of command- 
ing a hundred thousand men. Every other general had two 
enemies, — one in his front, and one in the number of his men. 
A much larger command, in a very difficult territory, was now 
about to'try the calibre of Grant. Of course it was only a por- 
tion of the large force indicated, which was to be with him at 
Chattanooga ; but he had the direction of the entire force. 

The rebel armies which he was to encounter, although not 
perhaps equal to his own, were large and well appointed. 
There was the great army of Bragg, which, constantly re- 
cruited, had become veterans, in fighting into and out of Ken- 
tucky ; and with it was the corps of Longstreet, from Lee's 
army in Virginia. 

On the 21st of October, Grant was at Stevenson, where he 
met Generals Hooker and Bosecrans, and from there he sent 
a telegram in advance to Bumside. 

He had already ordered the Fifteenth Corps, except Tuttle's 
division,* to the Memphis and Charleston Bailroad, thence to 
proceed to Chattanooga; but this becoming known to thQ 
rebels, a force, three thousand strong, under Colonel Chal- 
mers, collected upon its path at CoUiersviUe, and came very 



* General John E. Smitli's diviBion, of the Seyenteenth Corpe, which was at 
Helena, en route to |oin Steele, was transferred to the Fifteenth Corps, and 
rv^rffiT*^ with it in piaoe of Tattle's, Steele's exigent having passed. 
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near taking Sherman and his staff prisoners. After this, 
crossing the Tennessee, he marched hy its northern bank to 
Chattanooga, to the great discomfiture of the enemy. This 
was done in accordance with detailed orders of General 
Grant, sent to Sherman on the 19th of October. Up to that 
time Sherman had been moving along the Memphis and 
Charleston Bailroad, repairing it, and putting it in running 
order as he advanced, under orders from the general-in- 
chief ; but upon receipt of Grant's orders he abandoned 
the railroad, crossed the Tennessee, moved by the north bank 
to Stevenson, and thence to Chattanooga. 

AT CHATTANOOGA. 

On the 23d of October, General Grant arrived at Chatta- 
nooga, and lost not a moment in making a thorough examina- 
tion into the condition of things. It was bad enough in all 
conscience. As early as the 19th, he had telegraphed to 
Thomas to hold Chattanooga at all hazards ; and the reply of 
thoit thorough soldier had been : " I will hold the town till we 
starve." Grant now saw for himself that, unless something 
was done immediately, the chance of starving was admirable ; 
indeed the fearful process was already begun. 

The Union army had a strong position, with its flanks rest- 
ing on the Tennessee Biver, near the mouth of Chattanooga 
and Citico creeks. The enemy had encircled this line by tak- 
ing position on the western slope of a part of Missionary 
Bidge, across Chattanooga Valley, and on the top and on the 
northern end of Lookout Mountain. We were thus sdiut oflF 
from all communication with Bridgeport by the left bank; 
and the river-road on the right bank was infested by his small 
bands, and by sharp-shooters from the opposite bank. 

All supphes had to be sent by a very difficult route o^er the 
Anderson road, almost impassable, across Walden's Bidge, 
from Stevenson, Alabama, a distance of sixty or seventy ~ 
miles ; and the supply trains were shelled from Lookout 
Mountain, from the very day that Bosecrans had abandoned 
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it« A season of uninterrapted rains had made the mountain 
roads very bad, and the low lands almost bottomless ; and the 
destraction of a large wagon-train of suppUes, by a rebel 
raid, had added to the mischief. 

The animals were so weak that they could not draw half a 
load, the wagons were worn out by the wretched roads, the 
troops were on half-rations, and it was believed would be 
soon reduced to quarter-rations ; the horses and mules ate vo- 
raciously feed not provided by the quartermaster's depart- 
ment — ^viz., wagon-boxes, fence-rails, harness, dry leaves, and 
woollen blankets. One could fancy that the bones of the artil- 
lery horses rattled as they moved ; they were only fit for ana- 
iZ^ ^peeimeM, b. . ,La^ uJ^. «.d iL, ,.« d^- 
ing by thousands. 

The first thing to be done was to get supplies ; otherwise 
we must evacuate, and retreat was utter ruin. 

While Bragg's army had full supplies, it is worthy of notice 
that Wheeler's cavalry, which was operating in our rear, was 
unable to accomplish its purpose on account of the bad roads' 
and want of forage. Bragg ordered him to Middle Tennes- 
see, but he declined to go, on this account. 

When Hooker was at Stevenson, he had been ordered to 
move to Bridgeport, on the right bauk of the Tennessee, 
about thirty miles below Chattanooga, and be ready to cross 
the river, and secure the river and Wagon-roads between 
Bridgeport and Brown's Ferry, immediately below Lookout 
Mountain. 

In company with Gteneral Thomas, and General W. F. 
Smith, chief engmeer. General Grant made a reconnoissance 
of Brown's Ferry, and the ranges of hills lying south of it, and 
the details of his plan were then arranged. Hooker, upon 
crossing at Bridgeport to the south side, was to march by the 
main wagon-road through Whitesides to Wauhatchie. He 
started on the 26th of October. 

Palmer, with the Fourteenth Corps, was ordered to move 
by the only tolerable road north of the river, to a point on 
the north bank, opposite Whitesides. Then he was to cross 
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to tiie south bank, and follow in Hooker's track, holding and 
guarding the road in his rear. 

A stady of Gleneral Grant's plans and operations, from ihe 
moment of asBnming the command in person, will amply repay 
the military student. Complicated as they at first seem, each 
little detail had its part in the grand tactics of that brief but 
immortal campaign ; in judgment, skill, celerity, and results, 
second to none in military history. It was the very poetry of 
.the art 

smith's strategeh. 

To aid the movements of Hooker and Palmer, which would 
have drawn a large rebel force upon them at once. General 
William F. Smith, the chief engineer, was directed to take a 
small force of four thousand men, and proceed down the river 
to Brown's Ferry, on the sharp bend, six miles below Chat- 
tanooga, without alarming the enemy. He was then to seize 
* the range of steep hills at the mouth of Lookout Valley, three 
miles below Lookout Mountain, held by the enemy in small 
force, and covering the roads to his various camps, by which 
he could at any moment have brought an overwhelming force 
to command the river and defeat our plans. 

Smith's scheme, if successful, would obHge the rebel detach- 
ments between Lookout Creek and Shell Mound to fall back 
behind the creek, and would' permit Hooker to iidvance. It 
would also at once open tiie river up to Brown's Ferry for 
steamboats, and give a much shorter distance for the widen- 
ing * 

On the night of the 27th of October, General Smi& set out 
on his secret but perilous expedition. Embarking from twelve 
to eighteen hundred picked men, on sixty ponton-boats, thirty 



* I am indebted, in tlds portion of the narrative, to a very dear and interest 
ing account of the entire campaign, which has also the merit of brevity, to be 
fonnd in the January number of the United ^tes Service Magazine for 1864. 
ft is by Mr. Preston West, of the United States Ckrast Survey. 
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in eacb, under Brigadier-General Hazen, a yonng officer of 
great dash and daring— afterwards the hero of Fort Mc- 
Allister, in Sherman's great campaign — ^thej were floated 
down the riyer, xmobserred by three miles of pickets, until 
they reached Brown's Ferry, Six miles by water from Chat- 
tanooga. These, landing at two points — at only one of which 
ihey were fired upon — seized the pickets, and got possession 
of the spurs near the river. The remainder of the four 
thonsand, who had marched by the north bank, and who lay 
in a concealed camp at Brown's Ferry, with the bridge ma- 
terial, were ferried oyer before daylight, strengthening the first 
party. At ten o'clock in the morning, the ponton-bridge, 
nine hundred feet long, was down, and the work accomplished. 
The points occupied were at once well intrenched ; our artil- 
lery put in position, playing upon the main road from Chat- 
tanooga Valley to Lookout Valley ; and the enemy's detach- 
ments between Lookout and Shell Mound, finding themselyes 
liable to be cut off, retreated in hot haste behind the creek. 
The work, projected by General Smith, and executed by him, 
with the tfid of Hazen, had been done in the handsomest 
manner. There was no delay, no bungling ; the programme 
had been exactly carried out. 

HOOKEB AnyANOES. 

This haying been accomplished^ ihe next step was the ad- 
vance of Hooker. On the same day, the 28th of October, 
that commander brought his force into Lookout Valley, at 
Wauhatchie, on the direct road from Bridgeport, through 
"Whitesides, towards Chattanooga. Careful dispositions were 
made for defending the road in his rear, and also that from 
Brown's Ferry to Kelly's Ferry, a very important route on 
his left, nearly parallel to the road by which he moved. 

The force he had in hand was composed of Howard's 

(Eleventh) corps, and Geary's division of Slocum's (Twelfth). 

The left of Howard was thrown well out towards Brown's 

Ferry, while Greary was on the extreme right. As has been 

10 
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indicated, Palmer, with the Fourteenth Corps, followed in 
Hooker's rear, forming a strong moving base for the entire 
moTement. 

And now, in order to appreciate what had been efieeted, let 
ns again look for a moment at the former condition. Let it 
be observed that up to this time we had been literally be- 
sieged in Chattanooga. It is true that the rebels only con- 
fronted us in a concentric line, from river-bank to rirer-bank. 
Their force was distributed on both Lookout and Missionaiy 
ridges, and in the Chattanooga Yalley. One brigade was in 
observation in Lookout Yalley, and his pickets lay along the 
river-bank to Bridgeport. But we were equally besieged in 
rear. Starvation within, and the distance of sixty or seventj 
miles of an impracticable route for the transportation of sup- 
plies, constantly watched by the cavalry of the enemy- Li 
this transportation by starved teams, it was calculated that 
ten thousand animals had perished. 

Why not retreat then? The answer is clear. Betreat 
would have been disastrous in the extreme, and it was only 
possible without artillery and wagons. The communications 
were infested by the reb^l cavalry and guerrilla parties. And 
yet, in one week more, it would have been the only horrible 
alternative. 

Now look at the new picture. By the skUful combinations 
of Grant, and the fine invention of Smith, all was changed. 
We now held the two excellent parallel roads — ^the long one 
from Bridgeport to Brown's Ferry, and the short one from 
Kelly's to Brown's. The former was but twenty-eight miles 
long ; and by means of the latter, if supplies were taken ap 
the river on boats from Bridgeport to Kelly's, the wagoning 
was but eight miles. From this time the supplies, although 
not superabundant, increased so that there was no suffering 
for man or beast. Chattanooga could be held against all 
odds. 

Bragg's main hope had been to starve us out, or to make 
us retreat. Now he could only vacantly wonder what Grant 
nieant by taking Lookout Yalley. Was it to cover a retreat? 
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or ooxild he have the andacitj to propose the offensire ? In 
any case, he must be defeated at once ; because, said a lead- 
ing rebel paper, " to stay there during the mnter would be 
tiie rain of both amdes." It was manifest that only one woidd 
stay, and the other be ruined- 

Incident to this condition of things, Mr. Jefferson Davis 
came down to inspect the situation ; and as his visit to Yicks- 
bnrg had, in point of time at least, heralded its disasters, so 
now all his glowing words — and he has a trick of oratory — 
could not disguise to the sagadous officers around him that 
they could not mend Bragg's broken fortunes. Femberton, 
the enfant terrible of the Confederate armies, is reported to 
have given his opinion in language that savored more of 
strength than righteousness. 

The truth is, that although the enemy was fully aware of 
our condition, and knew that we were seeking a shorter line, 
he had not been sufficiently vigilant : he had left the weak 
point guarded by only a single brigade. True, after they 
were thus surprised, an effort was made to recover their lost 
ground, but it was too late. Longstreet, one of the boldest 
and most rapid fighters in the rebel army, made a night 
attack upon Hooker's extreme right, consisting of Geary's 
division, which held an untenable position near Wauhatchie, 
separated by too long a space — a mile and a half — ^from the 
remainder of the command. Penetrating into this gap, their 
attack was intended to cut off and capture Geary. But How- 
Bird was rapidly mbved to tlie righl^ne diyision after an- 
other — ^to help Gteary ; and not only was the attack a failure, 
but the preponderance of Howard's troops enabled him to 
rout the enemy, and seize the remaining crests lying west of 
Lookout Creek. Thud were we confirmed in the quiet pos- 
session of the roads for which we had striven. His attack 
had ended in giving us stiU greater advantages. But great 
as was this success, it was only the beginning of Grant's work. 
He did not mean to content himself with holding Chattanooga. 
The rebel impudence was now to be pimished. Bragg's army 
must not only raise the ^* siege," but must be made to fly in 
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confusion. The labor was still herculean, bat the heroinis 
not wanting. 

Two steamers which ^ had been captured from the enemy, 
and one which we had hastily built and equipped, at l&idge- 
port and KeUy's Ferry, were At once put into requisition ; 
supplies were forwarded as rapidly as possible to the latter 
point, and then brought by wagons, eight miles only, to the 
town. 

EBAOO'S FATAL EBBOB. 

Knowing that, at an earlier date, Bumside had been or- 
dered to join Bosecrans from Knoxville, Bragg, in the vain 
hope of cutting him off, and beating him in detail— over-urged 
too by the clamors of the rebel government and press, that 
he should open the way for a new invasion of Kentucky — now 
committed the fatal error of making a detachment in the face 
of a numerous and vigilant enemy. He detached Longstreet 
to attack Bumside and take KnoxviUe. Nothing could have 
played more completely into Grant's hands. He could not 
conceal his joy ; but it did not htirry him into extravagances. 

His first idea was to attack Missionary Bidge without 
delay, and of this plan he informed Bumside; telling him 
to hold EjaoxviUe to the last extremity. - But a sober second- 
thought, suggested by that calm prudence which is one of 
his best characteristics, prompted him to await the arrival 
of Sherman and his army, and thus by skill and carefulness to 
leave little to chance. And so, while thus waiting, he spent 
the time in perfecting his plans, making complete reconnois- 
sances, and getting all things in readiness for his consummate 
movement. Indeed, he could lose nothing by a delay which 

had the additional merit of completely deceiving the enemy. 

• . 

SHEBMAK MOVES. 

Sherman's (Fifteenth) corps consisted of four divisions — 
Osterhaus, M. L. Smith, Tuttie, and Ewing.> On the 24th of 
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October, he received a telegram from Grant to put them in 
motion for Chattanooga.* Pursuant to this, Osterhaus with 
the First Diyision, was sent to Yicksburg, and there embarked 
on steamers for Memphis, to go thence by the Memphis and 
Charleston Bailroad to Chattanooga*. Tuttle's division, it will 
be remembered, was left behind, but that of J. E. Smith, of 
the Seventeenth, was also taken, with the Second and Fourth, 
direct to Bridgeport, en route for Chattanooga. After varied 
adventures, they all reached their destination. 

Grant again telegraphed to Bumside his new arrangement, 
and the information that Sherman was then (on the 14th of 
November) at Bridgeport. He could not send men to Bum- 
side, for they could not then be supplied, the coxmtry around 
being devastated in a large area. The importunities from 
and in behalf of Knoxville were numerous and urgent. Hal- 
leck, the general-in-chief, besought Grant to relieve Bum- 
side, and avert the catastrophe of losing Knoxville and East 
Tennessee. ' But it was impossible at a distance from the 
field to appreciate the difficulties and delicacies of such a 
position as that in which our army was now placed. The 
problem was in Grant's hands, and he alone saw the solu- 
tion.f Longstreet at KnoxviBe must be neutralized and 
mined by Sherman*s new re-enforcements at Chattanooga, 

m 

* HsADQUABTEBa MiLITABT DIVISION OV TBB MISSISSIPPI, 

Chattanooga, October 24, 1868. 
MAJOBrGESiBRAL W. T. SHBBMAN, CofiTlth, Jl£i88. .* 

Drcp every thing east of Bear Creek, and move with jotur entire force 
towards Stevenson, nntil you receive further ordera The enemy are evidently 
moving a large force towards Cleveland, and may break tliroagh our lin&s and 
move on Nashville ; in which event, your troops are the only forces at command 
that oonld beat them there. With your forces here before the enemy cross the 
Tennessee, we could tbm their flank bo as to force them back and save the pos- 
sibility of a move northward this winter. 

U. 6. Grant, Major-Qeneral. 

t Mr. Dana, the able and energetic Asrastant Secretary of War, was with 
General Grant, and always seemed highly satisfied with both his plans and 
their execution ; indeed, never were such complex plans more judidously made^ 
and more precisely executed. 
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The blow which wotild scatter Bra/gg^s force on Mission 
Ridge, would pass like an electric shock to the besiegers of 
Knoxv^, and send them, disjointed and destitute, to rayage 
"their own people," until they could join Lee in Virginia. 
Sending Ctolonel Wilson. of hia staff— accompanied by the 
Assistant Secretary, Mr. Danisi — ^to £[noxvi]le> to explain the 
situation, Grant hurried forward his plans. In the mean time^ 
Bumside must lure Longstreet on, making a show of fight at 
Loudon, Lenoir, and Campbell's Station, as he fell back to 
Knoxville-; and then allow himself to be besieged, only holding 
ElnoxTille at all hazards. 



BECONNOISSANGES AND FLAKS. 

A careful reconnoissance of the coxmtry north of the Ten- 
nessee, eastward to the South Chickamauga, and another to 
the northern end of Missionary Bidge, was made under the 
direction of General William F. Smith. There was a good 
road from Brown's Ferry, behind Chattanooga, concealed for 
the most part by hills, so that although the enemy saw the 
troops moTing northward from the ferry, they might well 
suppose that it was a movement in favor of ElnoxviUe, instead 
of a direct manoeuvre in their front. 

Grant's plan took consistency as follows : Sherman, with his 
own troops and one of Thomas's divisions, was to cross the 
river from the north bank, just below the mouth of the South 
Chickamauga, protected by a cross-fire of artillery. Thomas 
was to co-operate with Sherman thus * The troops in Chatta- 
nooga Valley, on his left, were to mbve directly forward upon 
tlie enemy, one division being a movable body for any service 
that the exigencies of the field luight require. The point of 
attack was the northern end of Mission Bidge, and communi- 
cation was to be kept open between Thomas and Sherman by 
the roads on the south bank of the river. Howard's (Eleventh) 
corps was to be marched to the north bank as a reserve, to 
co-operate wherever they might be needed. All the troops 
designed for the grand movement were furnished with two 
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day's cooked rations in their haversacks, and one hundred 
rounds of ammunition to the man. 

Whjle these arrangements were made for the attack in 
front. Grant gave special directions to Thomas and Sherman 
that it was of the greatest importance to send a cavahy force 
to the right and rear of the enemy to cut the raikoad, some- 
where between Cleveland and Dalton, and thus to sever 
Liongstreet's southern communications with Bragg. Grant 
and the enemy were at cross-purposes, evidently : they had 
manoeuvred to cut off Bumside, and he to cut off Longstreet ! 
Which was wise and which foolish, we shall soon see. The 
rebels have often boasted that they were overpowered by 
numbers : they were here entirely outgeneraUed. 
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Hating anticipated, in order to indicate the principal fea- 
tures of the programme, let us now observe with what singular 
order and exactitude it was carried out. 

Sherman's troops marched from Bridgeport by way of White- 
sides, crossed the river at Brown's Ferry, moved up the north 
bank, and were kept concealed from the enemy, and thus 
reached a point not far from the mouth of the South Chicka- 
mauga. One hundred and sixteen ponton-boats had been 
carried by a concealed road to the mouth of the North 
Ghickamauga. The bridge site had been selected just beloTv* 
the South Ghickamauga, where the terrain in front formed a 
good natural tete-de-porU, and where the artillery co^dd be 
advantageously posted. Sherman's force, which had arrived 
on the 23d of November, now consisted of the Fifteenth 
Corps, under the command of General Blair; but at the 
crossing of Brown's Ferry, the division of Osterhaus, having 
be^i detained by the breaking of the ponton-bridge, was 
directed to report to Hooker, and was with that general in 
the substcquent movements. 
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THOMAS'S ADVAKCK 

Leaving Sherman for a moment, all ready to make his 
crossing on the 23d^ we must now notice the yery clever 
moTement of Thomas, which was 4o play a most important 
part in the complications of the drama. On the 22H, some 
deserters from Bragg's army reported that he was falling 
back. This' statement received some confirmation, in the 
opinion of General Grant, from the following dispatch receiyed 
by him from Bragg : 

HXADQUARTEBS AbICT OT TEKNBflaSB, 

In the Field, Nov. 20, 1S68. 
HAJ0B-G]£NE3iAI« U. S. GRAIH^, 

Oommajiding UniUd States Forcei <U Chattanooga : 

GmncRATi — Ab there may stUl be some non-combatants in Chattanooga, I 
deem it proper to notify yon that pradence would dictate thdr early with- 
diawal. 

I am, Gtoeral, very respectf oily, yonr obedient seiYant, 

Braxtoh Bragg, Qenend commanding. 

Grant determined to test the question. He directed Tho- 
mas, whose line lay one mile out from Chattanooga creek 
to Citico creek, to make a reconnoissance with his own 
troops, and Howard's corps, which had been brought across 
the river again, for fear 'of the destruction of the pontons. 
As events proved, this was a most timely movement :. one 
division of Buckner's corps had already been sent to re- 
enforce Longs^eet, and another was just in motion to follow 
it, but was hastily recalled on account of Thomas's attack. 
This preponderance might have been fatal to Bumside., 

Thomas moved forward on the afternoon of the 23d, in such 

close and well-ordered lines, that prisoners from the enemy 

afterwards declared they thought he was preparing for a 

review and a drill. General Wood's division was in front ; 

General Howard's corps, in reserve ; while General Sheridan's 

division, of the Fourth, and Palmer's (Fourteenth) corps, also 

stood ready, under arms, to move as might be required. 

10* 
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The heavy guns of Fort Wood were opened np<^ the enemy's 
first position, at the moment General Wood began to move. 

Grant, with Thomas, Granger, and Howard, stood upon the 
ramparts of Fort Wood, watching the advance, than which 
nothing conld be more admirable. Mekong forward, wifhcmt 
wavering for a moment, nmder a heavy fire. Wood, of Granger's 
corps, veached the foot of Orchard Knob, about a mile from 
Fort Wood. There, without halting, he ordered a chaise. 
The summit was carried ; an important point was gained ; and 
an excellent diversion was made in favor of Sherman's coming 
movement. 

On the night of the 23d, a heavy battery was taken to the 
captured position from Fort Wood, and our lines were strongly 
intrenched. Sheridan was moved up on the right, in echelon ; 
and Palmer also moved forward his corps in support. 

SHEBMAN CROSSES AKD TAKES POSITION. 

We rettim to Sherman. At one o'clock in the morning of 
the 24th, concealed by the darkness, three thousand men of 
Sherman's command were conveyed, by the ponton-boats, 
from the mouth of the North Ohickamauga to the point 
selected for the bridge. They were safely landed ; -and by 
noon of that day two ponton-bridges had been laid — one, 
one thousand four hundred feet long, over the Tennessee, and 
one, two himdred feet long, over the South Chickamauga, to 
open a route for the cavfiJry. The remainder of his force had 
been brought down by the captured steamer Dunbar, with a 
barge in tow ; and they immediately threw up two strong lines 
of rifle-pits, to protect the approach to the bridge. By day- 
light of the 24th, eight thousand men of his command were on 
the south side ; and the rest of his force, crossing upon the 
bridge, had reached the north end of Missionary Bidge by three 
o'clock, at a point near the railroad tunliel, and were soon in- 
trenched. That night he still further fortified his position, 
rendering it unassailable by the enemy, and making it a strong 
polut of departure for the grand movement which was to take 
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place iheiii^xi day. The infunction of Greneral Grant, that 
tlie raikoad should be destroyed, was obeyed by sending 
Ciolonel Long, with a brigade of oavahy taken from Thomas's 
army. This o£Sicer was entirely successfol. He moved along 
the Chattanooga and Cleveland Railroad ; burned Tyner's 
Station ; destroyed the depot at Cleveland, and also a valu- 
able gnn-oap factory ; and captured one himdred wagons and 
two hundred prisoners. 

HOOKEB CO-OFEfiATES. 

On the same day, the 24th, Hooker moved, to carry out his 
part in this great programme, which may be epitomized thus : 
He was to take Lookout Mountain, cross the Chattanooga 
YaUey to Bossville, and advance upon Missionary Bidge by the 
IU>8sville Gap. Howard having been detached, the force with 
which Hooker moved to effect this was composed of Geary's 
division, of the Twelfth Corps ; a part of Stanley's, of the 
Fourth ; and Osterhaus's, of the Fifteenth. 

Climbing the precipitous slope of Lookout on the west, he 
drove the enemy from his defences on the northern slope, cap- 
turing a large number of prisoners. This set the seal to the 
raising of the blockade. Steamers now ran unmolested all 
the way from Bridgeport to Chattanooga ; and although the 
Richmond Dispatch disposes of it by saying that Lookout 
Mountain was evacuated because it was no longer important 
after the loss of Lookout YaUey, it was, in reality, a new 
defeat for the enemy. 

ALL BEADT ALONG THE LINE. 

Tuesday, the 24th, on which these movements were made, 
was a dark and disagreeable day. Bain and mist contended 
for the mastery ; heavy clouds capped the bold mountain sum- 
mits, giving a striking natural effect to the battle-clouds 
around ; but a splendid battle-moon — called by General 
Meigs, in happy quotation, *' the traitor's doom" — shone out 
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at night, and a clearer atmosphere displayed the teng Hne of 
our camp-fires, marking the position from which cm: troops 
were to spring the next day, ^in glorioos triumph, upon the 
enemy. 

It was a sight beyond the power of .the painter's art, bfut 
which may weU inspire the pen of the epic poet Shermaa 
was on Missionary Ridge, in front of Tnnnel Hill, forming the 
left of our line ; Thomas in the centre, at Orchard £nob, and 
occupying the lines to the right and left; and Hooker was 
coming up on the right^ to take part in the grand charge. 

Communications were open between these bodies, from Look- 
out Mountain to the end of Missionary Bidge ; — ^that between 
Sherman and Thomas being secured by the Eleventh CSorps, 
under Howard ; and that between Thomas and Hooker having 
been effected by Carlin, with one brigade, who joined. Hooker 
from Chattanooga, not without some resistance from the 
enemy at the crossing of Chattanooga Creek. 

On the night of the 23d, and during a part of the 24th, 
General Grant's headquarters were at Fort Wood. The rest of 
the time he was at Orchard Knob or "Indian Hill," from 
which he saw the embattled hosts spread out before him as in 
an amphitheatre ; or else he was riding along the advanced line, 
frequently exposed to shot and shell, but so intent upon the suc- 
cessful carrying out of his plans, and the weight of responsi- 
bility resting upon him, as to be totally unconscious of the 
danger. Everywhere he was the impersonation of an untiring, 
sublime, resistless energy. 

On the morning oi Wednesday, the 25th of November, 
Hooker, leaving a small force on Lookout Mountain to hold 
the position, moved down the western slope into Chattanooga 
Valley, which had now been abandoned by the enemy. It 
was evident that the intention of the rebel general wa» to 
mass his troops on Sherman's front. Hooker was delayed at 
the creek for three hours, in building the broken bridge upon 
wliich he was to cross, and move by the BossviUe road to the 
ascent of Mission Bidge. In the mean time, an artillery duel 
took place between Orchard Knob and Missionary Bidge, and 
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troTOL Wood's redoubt a fierce fire was kept up oyer the heads 
of our men. It was now evident that the rebels were con^ 
centrating their forces to crush Sherman, whose line lay 
across the mountain and to the railroad-bridge across Chicka- 
mauga Creek, and thus threatened the enemy's stores and the 
railroad at Ghickamauga Station. 

Grant and Bragg were now in entirely new relative positions. 
To the rebel general it was evident that Sherman must be 
driYen away, or retreat was ineyitable. It was equaUy Grant's 
determination to carry the ridge, and drive Bragg awayr To 
confront the rebel'masses now thronging the ridge, Grantovas 
bringingaUhisforcestoattackit Foiled in his strategy, over- 
reached in his grand tactics, Bragg must now resort to the 
simplest battle-tactics. It was a. great fall; and if he shotdd 
be beaten even in this, how great the humiliation ! 

From the position occupied by Sherman's line a vaUey 
stretched in front. Then came another hill, intrenched by the 
enemy, which in turn was commanded by a higher hiU, with 
a plunging fire upon the first. Between these two was a 
gorge, through which the railroad-tunnel passed, and in 
which the enemy sheltered his masses of troops until they 
could be brought into action. The enemy had every advan- 
tage of position. 

Sherman's troops were thus disposed in line : The brigades 
of Cockerell, Alexander, and Lightbum held the hill first, oc- 
cupied, as the key-point. Corse's brigade on the narrow 
ridge formed the right centre, and was to be re-enforced, 
in moving to the attack, by one regiment from Lightbum. 
General Morgan L. Smith was to move along the east b&se 
of Missionary Bidge, connecting vrith Corse ; while Colonel 
Loomis, supported by the two reserve brigades of General 
John E. Smith, moved along the west base. 

General Sherman's duty was twofold ; — ^to beat the enemy 
if possible ; and, at all events, to keep him in full force in his 
front, while an attack should be made in another part of the 
field. The assault of General Corse was entirely successful ; 
while M. L. Smith and Loomis, by gaining groimd on the left 
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and right, formed an excellent diversion in favor of the 
assaulting party. Two reserve brigades, which were brought 
up to re-enforce the attacking column on the right, were ex- 
posed to a severe fire in flank in an open field, and fell back 
in some disorder to the edge of the timber.* No better 
service was done on that day than that by Sherman in stem- 
ming the furious attacks of overwhelming rebel masses, and 
in his judicious counter-attacks. His whole conduct on that 
day gives a new application of Bums' homely couplet — 

" What'B done, we partly may OQmpate, 
And partly wliat's resisted.'' 

Grant was now occupying a post of observation on Indian 
Hill or Orchard E^nob, from which he could observe the 
enemy massing h'^avily against Sherman, and Sherman's 
gallant resistance and counter-attacks. To re-enforce him. 
Grant started Baird's division ; but learning, before it had 
proceeded far, that Sherman could dispense with its service, 
it was withdrawn and posted between Wood and Howard. 
Still more regiments did the enemy pour upon our left, now 
firing upon Howard's left and Mathies' brigade. 

THE OONFEDERATES. 

The rebel army was commanded, under Bragg, by Hardee 
and Breckinridge. Hardee, holding their right, embraced 
the divisions of Cleburne, Walker, Cheatham, and Stevenson. 
Walker's division, owing to the temporary absence of its 



* Sherman says in his report : " The movement, seen from Chattanooga, 
five miles oB^ gave rise to the report, which even (General Meigs had repeated, 
that we were repulsed on the left. Not so. The real attacking oolomu (A 
General Corse, Colonel Loomis, and General Smith were not repnlsed. They 
engaged in a dose straggle all day, persistently, stubbornly, and well. Wh^n 
the two reserve brigades of General John E. Smith fell back as described, the 
enemy made a show of pursuit, but were caught in flank by the well-directed 
fire of our brigade on the wooded crest, and hastily sought his cover behind 
the hiU." 
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general, was commanded by Gist. Breckinridge, on their left, 
had his own division, now commanded by General Lewis, and 
those of Stewart and Hindman, with a portion of Buckner's ; 
a force not equal to our own, but having, in position and 
possession, far more than a counterbalance for the disparity 
of numbers. 

Among the generals there was not one military head of a 

superior order. Bragg had the best, but that was neither 

cool nor capable of rapid combinations. Hardee, next in 

order, was an educated soldier, who had even been sent by 

the Government to France to profit by the cavalry training 

there. But, with no effort of his own, he had been vastly 

overrated. The tactics called by his name were but an exact 

translation from the French, which coidd have been made 

by almost any second-lieutenant. He was brave and constant, 

but not equal to any Federal corps commander on that field. 

Breckinridge had no claims to generalship, as few political 

generals on either side have had.; and Buckner was known as 

the only general who had the manliness to remain and suf- 

render Fort Donelson, which Floyd should have held. Many 

writers overestimate the power and talent of their enemy, in 

order indirectly to exalt their heroes. Conformity with truth 

compels us to say that the rebels were greatly outgeneralled. 

Grant's nattu*al gifts were vastly superior to those of Bragg, 

and Grant's generals found no match in the rebel ranks. 

bragg's tacttoal error. 

With a singular {.t^ij, Bragg had now coxnmitted. in a 
tactical form, an error quite as great as that which he had 
made strategically by detaching Longstreet ; an error whicli 
Grant had been tempting him to commit. 

In strengthening his right, in order to crush Sherman, he 
had foolishly weakened his centre ; and Grant immediately 
took advantage of it. 

As the allied armies at Austerlitz had committed the great 
(ault of uncovering their centre, in order to flank f(apoleon's 
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right, so had Bragg done, to crush Grant's left ; and, as the 
emperor waited until the movement was fairly completed, 
before he hurled Soult into the gap, thus did Grant stand in 
readiness to push Thomas and Hooker forward, and break 
the enemy's line irretrievably. Our troops fought magnifi- 
cently, but the field was won by tactical superiority. 

WAITING FOR HOOKER. 

Grant's eyes were now fixed upon the direction in which 
Hooker was to approach, for the appearance of the head of 
his column in the Bossville road was to be the signal for the 
grand storming. Hooker, as we have seen, was unavoidably 
detained by the broken bridge across Chattanooga Greek ; 
but no time had been lost in rebuilding it : indeed the Twenty- 
seventh Missouri, of Osterhaus's division, had run across upon 
the stringers as soon as they were laid. 

At length Hooker approaches. It is now half-past three. 
Grant, Thomas, and other generals are conferring for a mo- 
ment, and the result is an order which places the troops in 
readiness for movement. Twenty minutes to four, and from a 
battery at which the gunners have been waiting with iU-con- 
cealed impatience, the signal-guns agreed upon are fired, — a 
regular salute, one — ^two — three — ^f our — ^five — six I 

THE STORMING OP THE RIDGE. 

Number six has hardly sounde^ his brazen note, before 
the inert mass is instinct with life. The skirmishers of Wood 
and Sheridan are away, followed by the fiery lines. ^ All the 
forts and batteries bellow their harsh thunder over the heads 
of our men. Nothing can impair their ardor. They realize 
Byron's 

" Fiery mass 
Of living valor rolling on the foe." 

They charge the rifle-pits at the foot of the ridge. On tne 
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leffc of Wood moves Baird's division, under iheir gallant 
leader, while Johnston leads his division in line on the right 
of Sheridan. They have no orders to go fcoiher than the 
foot of the ridge, but when they see the enemy swarming 
like bees out of the rij9e-pits, and flying before them, they 
do not stop for orders. They halt but a moment to re-form, 
and then, in spite of a terrible storm of soughing shot, scream- 
ing shell, pattering canister, and whizzing bullets, they dash 
forward to storm the height An aid-de-camp foUows them, 
dying out, '^ Take the ridge, if yon can ;" but it was an 
order to sanction what they were already doing. 

The lines ascend the hill in many wedge-forms, the advan- 
cing colors in the forward angle of each. The artillery, from 
onr positions, fires furiously over the heads of our men. A gun 
from Orchard Knob, sighted by General Granger in person, 
explodes a rebel caisson on the ridge. The enemy, in surprise 
and confusion, fire too high, and do less damage to our men 
than might have been expected. 

It is now evident to the excited beholder that the color- 
bearers are miming a race. The men partake of the enthu- 
siasm, until all are at a white heat. Each regiment strains 
forward to place its colors first upon the rebel battlements. 
Let all win. Many regiments have claimed the honor, but 
those who have the best right to judge, have declared that it 
is impossible to discover what color-bearer first planted the 
stars and stripes upon the enemy's works. 
« Just as the sun is sinking in the west, the great sea of 
Unioii soldiers bursts upon the rebel ridge, and the day is 
ours. To the searcher among military picturesques, there is 
no more splendid scene than this in any war ; — ^the wild moun- 
tain scenery; the crests gilded by Ihe slanting light; the 
ravines and valleys in shadow; the thunder of battle, the 
shouts of victory, and the great sun, seeming to pause for a 
moment, to take in the story which he was to tell as he 
journeyed to the Western lands, and which the whole world 
was to learn and never forget.' 

The rebels throw down their arms by regiments. Our sol- 
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diers, in their battle-ri^e, bayonet the cannoneers at their 
guns. In an instant the guns are tamed upon the fleeing foe. 
Bragg and Breckinridge barely escape capture ; their flying 
horses are seen as Wood and Sheridan ride upon the heights. 

hooker's attack. 

At the same time that the troops of Granger and Palmer, 
under Sheridan and Wood, were thus storming the enemy's 
heights, Hooker's forces came up through the gi^ on the 
Biossvilla road, full upon the left flank of the enemy, while 
Johnston charged in front ; but the rebels were aheady so 
demoralized that they offered but a feeble resistance. 

A final effort was made by the rebels upon Turchin's brigade 
of Baird's division ; but although most fiercely led by their 
officers, who seemed to have devoted themselves to death, it 
was unsuccessful.* 

If Bragg had failed as a general, he certainly exerted him- 
self as a soldier to rally and reform his men. He was exposed 
to a severe fire, and the danger of capture ; but he and his 
staff-officers were the ladt to leave the ridge. 

The captured positions were now scenes of the wildest ex* 
citement; shouts and cheers rang out, and echoed from 
mountain-top to mountain-top, for a distance of six miles; 
while the stars and stripes fluttered telegraphic signals to 
each other along the whole line. Among the most distin- 
guished of the generals who led the advance, where aU were, 
distinguished, were Wood and Sheridan. "Soldiers,"* said 
the former, as he rode along the line of his troops, " you were 
ordered to take the rebel rifle-pits at the foot of the hilL Tou 

*' Pollard says : " We (the rebels) oaght to havaMiroii the day, espedallj 
considering the advantages of oar position, hj which the ranks of the enemy 
were exposed to an artillery fire while in the plain, and to an infantry fire 
when they attempted the ascent of the momitain." And again : " A diegraoefid 
panic ensued ; the whole left wing of the Confederates became inTolred, gave 
way, and scattered in unmitigated rout. The day was h>6t, and shamelhUy 
lost." 
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did SO ; and then, wiihont orders, you pushed forward, and 
took all the enemy's works on top. Here is a fine chance for 
having you all court-martialled ; and I will appear as principal 
witness against you, unleiss you promise me one thing, and 
that is, that you will continue to hold them against all oppo- 
sition of Bragg, Johnston, Jeff. Davis, and the devil !" 

Sheridan's horse was killed under him, and ** Little Phil" 
motiiited at once a captured gun, to gain the necessary eleva- 
tiQiiL. He displayed that splendid mixture of coolness and 
dash which have since made him famous on the final fields of 
the war. 

THE FIOHT ENDED, AND THE FUBSUIT BEGUN. 

I^ightfall put an end to the fighting, and precluded a gen- 
eral pursuit ; but Sheridan pushed on without delay to Mis^ 
sion Mills. By twelve o'clock that night, Bragg had aban- 
doned all his positions on Lookout Mountain, Chattanooga 
Valley, and Missionary Ridge, and his army was in rapid motion 
on the road to Ringgold, and thence to Dalton". He left be- 
hind him six thousand prisoners, besides stragglers who were 
picked up for several days afterwards, forty guns, upwards of 
seven thousand small-arms, and a quantity of ammunition.* 

* No Spartan diHpatchee duriirg the Peloponneslan war oonld have been 
more laconic than the terms in which the rival commanders announced the 
tidings to their respective governments. Grant writes to Halleck (mark the 
caution and modesty) : 

" Although the battle lasted from early dawn till dark this evening, Ibelief>e 
lam not premature in announcing a comple victory over Bragg. 

'* Lookout Mountain-top, all the rifle-pits in Chattanooga Valley, and Mission- 
aiy Bidge entire have been carried, and are now held by us. 

*' U. S. Gbast, MaJor-GeneraL" 

Bragg writai to General Cooper, from Chlckamauga (mark the tuppreasio 
wri).' 

" Aftei several unsuccessful assaults on our lines to-day, the enemy carried 
the left centre about four o'clock. The whole left soon gave M>ay in considerable 
disorder. The right maintained its ground, and repelled every attack. I am 
withdrawing all to this point. 

" BbAXTOH BRAiQO." 
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Early the next moniing, Shennan pursaed iihe enemy by 
way of Ghickamanga Station on the Dalton Railroad ; while 
Hooker and Palmer moved on the Sossville road, to strike the 
railroad between Grayville and Binggold. At the latter place 
Bragg had posted Cleburne in the gorge of the White Oak 
Eidge, and on the crest of Taylor'd lUdge. And here a 
severe battle ensued. The enemy's forces were concealed 
until we were within a few paces of his guns, and in conse- 
quence we suffered severely. But this was only a Parthian 
shot^ for he was soon driven away to Tunnel Hill, tweniy miles 
from Chattanooga. ' 

Great generals are only amenable to be criticised as to their 
strategy and. tactics, but a special interest attaches to their 
personality. We are not content to know only their plans and 
their successes ; we desire also to oe told of their appearance 
and personal conduct on the field of war. The emasculated 
Saxe in his carriage ; Napoleon at the bridge of Areola ; Wolfe, 
already twice wounded, leading the Highlanders to the last 
assault on the Heights of Abraham, have a peculiar charm for 
all readers. We are not without a rejcord of Grant's bearing 
at Chattanooga. One of his staff writes : 

" It has been a matter of universal wonder in this army that 
General Grant himself was not killed, and that no more acci- 
dents occurred to his staff ; for the general was always in the 
front (his staff with him, of course), and perfectly heedless of 
the storm of hissing bullets and screaming shell flying around 
him. His apparent want of sensibility does not arise from 
heedlessness, heartlessness, or vain military affectation, but 
from a sense of the responsibility resting upon him when in 
battle. When at Binggold, we rode for half a mile in the face 
of the enemy, under an incessant fire of cannon and musketry ; 
nor did we ride fast, but upon an ordinary trot ; and notonce 
do I believe did it enter the general's mind that he was in 
danger. I was by his side, and watched him closely. In 
riding that distance we- were going to the front, and I could 
see that he was studying the positions of the two armies ; and, 
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of course, plaiming how to defeat the enemy, who was here | 

making a most desperate stand, and was slaughtering our men | 

fearfuUy." 

THE PtESUIT DISCONTINUED. 

Davis's division of Sherman's column came np to Binggold 
at noon of the same day ; and Howard's corps was sent over 
to £ed Clay, to destroy the railroad between Cleveland and 
Dalton. On the 28th, the Fifteenth Corps effectually de* 
stroyed the railroad from a point near Binggold to the Statd 
line ; and then Sherman was permitted to send back his train, 
and make a sweep to the north as far as the Hiawassee. This 
was the end of the .Chattanooga campaign. Had it not been 
for the necessity of reheving Bumside in Knoxville, Grant 
would have made an unrelenting pursuit, and utterly destroyed 
the demoralized army of Bragg ; but the two were incompati- 
ble. Bumside had declared that his supplies would only last 
until the 3d of December, and Knoxville could not be aban- 
doned ; 80 Bragg was permitted to save himself by a rapid 
retFeat, burning the raOroad behind him as he went. 

COMMENTS. 

If we ttK)k back at this great theatre, and the scenes enacted 
upon it, we find no military common-places ; every feature of 
it was very striking. It was a battle-field of the Titans, ex- 
tending for six miles on Missionary Bidge, and five on Lookout 
Mountain. The movements and combinations were consum- 
mately planned and magnificently executed, with plockwork 
precision. It called forth the encomiums of the best militarv 
minds in the world. General Halleck, in a supplementary re- 
port, used the following language : " Considering the strength 
of the rebel position, and the difficidty of storming his in- 
trenchments, the battle of Chattanooga .must be regarded as 
one of the most remarkahle in history. Not only did the officers 
ftnd men exhibit great skill and daring in their operations on 
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the field, but the higheat praise is also due to the commandijig 
general^ for his admirable dispositions for dislodging &e 
enefiay from a position apparently impregnable. MoreoTer, 
by turning his right flank, and throwing him back upon Bing- 
gold and Dalton, Sherman's forces were interposed Ijetween 
Bragg and Longstreet, so as to prevent any possibility of their 
forming a junction." 

Quartermaster-General Meigs, who was on the field, bears 
his testimony thus : " Not so well-directed and well-ordered a 
battle has taken place during the war." 

Upon these hints we speak. The rebellion was again 
pierced through its centre ; the way was opened for Sherman's 
magnifiQcnt campaign ; the fall of Savannah, and the capture 
of Charleston, were foreshadowed ; and the end of the rebel- 
lion, already a foregone conclusion, was rapidly hurried for- 
ward. The " question of time" was nearing its solution. 

Other volumes must and will contain the records of the dis- 
tinguished generals who here served under Grant : Thomas, 
the embodiment of prudence and rock-like courage; Sher- 
man, of tireless brain, and equally tireless hand ; Hookef, who 
retrieved at Chattanooga the disasters of Chancellorsvme ; 
Howard, the best type of the Christian soldier ; brave Gran- 
ger ; constant Palmer ; gallant Wood, and dashing Sheridan. 
Bomanti6 pens will never tire of describing the picturesques 
of the great war in this Switzerland of America. Economists 
will show how we despoiled the enemy of his largest nitre and 
coal beds ; and thus, by cutting off his resources, crippled liis 
energies. The quick inventive genius of William F. Smith 
will not be forgotten. Of him General Grant said, in recom- 
meoding him for promotion, that he " felt under more than 
ordinary obligations to the masterly manner in which he had 
discharged his duties ;" and General Sherman attributed the 
ease and timeUness of his crossing the Tennessee to his genius 
and intelligence. We neglect none : they were all glorious. 
Nay, more ; we cannot help pitying the utter discomfiture of 
Bragg, while we admire his bravery. 

Impartial history will be just to aU the acts and'the actors. 
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but above them all will shine, in golden characters, the name 
of the great commander who, upon the heels of one great con- 
quest, transformed a beleaguered army of starring soldiers into 
£ery columns of attack, and snatched an immortal victory out 
of the jaws of disaster and anticipated ruin. That man was 
Grant*. 

"We close this chapter with General Meigs' dispatch to the 
Secretary of War, to which we have abeady referred : 

HXADQT7ABTSB8 Chattakoooa, November 26, 1868. 
Kiywis M. STAiiTON, Becretary of War : 

,6iR — On the 2dd inBtant, at Italf-pajst eleven A. M., General Grant ordered 
a demonstration against Missionary Ridge, to develop the force holding it. 
The troops marched oot, formed in order, and advaiHsed in line of battle as if 
on parade. 

The rebels watched the formation and movement from thdr picket-lines 
and rifle-pits, and from the summits of Missionary Ridge, five hundred feet 
above ns, and thought it iioas a review arid drills so openly and deliberatdy, ao 
regvlar, teas it aU don€. 

The line advanced, preceded by skirmishers, and at two o'clock p. h. 
reached oar picket-lines, and opened a rattling volley upon the rebel pickets, 
"who replied, and ran into their advanced line of rifle-pits. After them went 
oar skirmishers, and into them, along the centre of the line of twenty-five thou- 
sand troops which General Thomas had so quickly displayed, until we opened 
^re. Prisoners assert that they thought the whole movement was a review 
and general dzill, and that it was too late to send to their camps tea re-enforce- 
ments, ahd that they were overwhelmed by force of numbers. H wu a surprise 
in open daylight. 

At three P. if., the important advanced position of Orchard Knob and the 
lines right and left were in our possession, and arrangements were ordered for 
holding them during the night. 

The next day, at daylight, General Sherman had five thousand men across 
the Tennessee, and established on its south bank, and commenced the construc- 
tion of a ponton-bridge about six miles above Chattanooga., The rebel steamer 
Dunbar was repaired at the right moment, and rendered efi^ctive aid in this 
crossing, carrying over riz thousand men. 

By nightfall. General Sherman had seized the extremity of Missionary 
Bidge nearest the river, and was intrenching himself. General Howard, with 
a brigade, opened communication with him from Chattanooga on the south 
side of the river. Skirmishing and cannonading continued all day on the left 
and centre. General Hooker scaled the slopes of Lookout Mountain, and from 
the valley of Lookout Creek drove the rebels aioond the point* He captured 
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Bome two ihooBaiMl prisonen, and established himaelf higli op tbe moaBtaia 
aide, in full view of Chattanooga. This raised the blockade, and now steameis 
were ordered from Bridgeport to Chattanooga. Thej had run odIj to Kelly's 
¥enj, whence ten miles of >niniing oyer mounts roads, and twice aczoa the 
Tennessee on ponton-bridges, brought us our suppUea 

All night the point of Miseionaiy Ridge on the extreme left, and the side 
of Lookout Mountain on the extreme rights blazed with the camp-fires of loyal 
troops. 

- The day had been one of dense mists and rains, and mtieh of Qtneral Hook- 
er*$ battle wu fought above the doudi, which concealed him from our view, bat 
fiom which his musketiy was heard. 

At nightfiyi the sky cleared, and the fqll moon — " thi traitor's doom"~ 
shone upon the beautiful scene, until one A. u., when twinkling sparks upon 
the mountain side showed that picket skirmishing was going on. Then it 
eeased. A brigade sent from Chattanooga crossed the Chattanooga C^eek and 
opened communication with Hooker. 

General Ghranfs headquarters during the ttftemoon of the 2Sd and the day 
of the %i£h were in Wood's redoubt, except when in the course of the da^ he rode 
along the advanced Une, visiting the headquarters of the several commanders in 
Chattanooga VaUey, 

At daylight on the 25th the stars and stripes were descried on the peak d 
Lookout. The rebels had eracuated the mountain. 

Hooker moved to descend the mountain, striking Missionaiy Ridge at the 
Rossville Gap, to sweep both sides and its summit. 

The rebel troops were seen, as soon as it was light enough, streaming regi- 
ments and brigades along the narrow summit of Missionaiy Ridge, either oo&- 
centrating on the right to overwhelm Sherman, or marching for the railroad to 
ndse the siege. 

Th^ had evacuated the Valley of Chattanooga. Would they abandon thst 
of Chickamauga ? 

The twenty-pounders and fonr-and-a^quarter inch rifles of Wood's redoubt 
opened on Misnonary Ridge, which with rifled Parrott's answered, and the 
cannonade, thus commenced, continued all day. Shot and shell screamed from 
Orchard Knob to Missionary Ridge, and from Misaonaiy Ridge to Orchard 
Knob, and from Wood's redoubt, over the heads of Generals Grant and Thomas 
and their ttaffs, who were with us in this fafvordble position, from whence (he 
whole battle could be seen as inan amj^iitheatre. The headquarters were under 
pre all day long. 

Cannonading and musketry were heard from Gtoneral Shermuii and Geneial 
Howard marched the Eleventh Corps to join him. 

General ThoioAS sent out skirmishers, who drove in the rebel pickets and 
chased them, into their intrenchments ; and at the foot of Mismonary Ridge 
Sherman made an assault against Bragg's right, intrenched on a high knob 
next to that on which Sherman himself lay fortified. The assault was gallaatl/ 
made. 
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Bliemian resiehed the edge of the crest, and held his ground for Qt seemed 
to me) an honr, bat was Uoodily repulsed bj reserves.* 

A geneial advanoe was ordered, and a strong line 6f skirmishers followed 
by a deployed line of battle, some two miles in length. At the signal ot leaden 
■hotB from headquarters on Orchard Knob, the line moved rapidly and orderly 
forwardL The rebel pickets discharged their muskets and ran into their rifle- 
pifsL Our skirmishers followed on their heels. 

The line of battle was not &r behind, and we saw the gray rebels swarm 
out of the ledge line of rifle-pits and over the base of the hill in numbers which 
Borprised us. A few turned and fired their pieces ; but the greater number 
eoQected into the many roads which cross obliquely up its steep face, and went 
oii to the top. 

Son&e regiments pressed on and swarmed up the steep sides of the ridge, 
and here and there a color was advanced beyond the lines. The attempt ap- 
peared most dangerous ; but the advance was supported, and the whole line 
was ordered to storm the heights, upon which not lees than forty pieces of ar- 
tiOery, and no one knew how many muskets, stood ready to slaughter the as- 
sailant& With cheers answering to cheers the men swarmed upwards. They 
gathered to the points least difficult of ascent^ and the line was broken. Color 
after odor was planted on the summit, while musket and cannon vomited their 
thunder npon them. 

A well-direct^ shot from Orchard Knob exploded a rebel caisson on the 
Bommit, and the gun was seen being speedily taken to the right, its driver 
laBhing his horses. A party of our soldiers intercepted them, and the gun was 
captured with cheers. 

A fierce musketry fight broke out to the left, where, between Thomas and 
Sherman, a mile or two of the ridge was still occupied by the rebels. 

Bragg left the house in which he had held his headquarters, and rode to the 
rear as our troops crowded the hill on either side of him. 

General Grant proceeded to the summit, and then only did toe know tSA 
Tkeight. 

Some of the captured artillery was put into position. Artillerists were sent 
for to work the guns, and caissons were searched for ammunition. 

* The rebel log-breastworks were torn to pieces, and carried to the other side 
of the ridge, and used in forming barricades across. 

A strong line of infantry was formed in the rear of Baird's line, and engaged 
in a musketry contest with the rebels to the left, and a secure lodgment was 
soon efifbcted ^ 

The other assault, to the right of our centre, gained the summit, and the 
rebels threw down their arms and fied. 

Hooker, coming into favorable position, swept the right of the ridge, and 
captured many prisoners. 

Bragg's remaining troops left early in the night, and the battle of ChattO' 

* At we have •bewhere ttsted, Oeneral Bbtrmu deni« this repaiMb 

11 
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nooffo, afUr dapi cf mancsutring andflgMng, wu wm. l%e titrengih ef tiU 
rebellion in the eerUre ii hrMh, Btimiide is relieved from danger in Sad 
Tennessee, Kentuekg and Tefmesoee are rescued, Georgia and ike SofMead 
are threatened in the rear, ahd aitothsb tictdbt ib added to thb chaftxb 

OF " UHOOHDmONAL BUBBB3n>EB QrAHT." 

To-night, the esUmAte of captures is seyeral thoassiid prisoners, and thiiijr 
pieces of artillexy. 

Ourloss,for so great a pietorg, is not seeere. 

'BrBgg is firing the railroad as he retreats towards Daltcm. Sherman is ia 
hoi pursuit. 

To^aj I Tiewed the hattle-field, which extends for t&x mUes along BOsw»- 
ary Ridge, and for several miles on Lookoat Mountain. 

PrtibaUg not so isetldirected, so toeU-ordered a battle, has tdten place durinif 
the tear. But one assault was repulsed ; bnt that assault, By calling to that 
point the rebel reserves, prevented them repuMng any of the others. 

A fow days rinoe, Bragg sent to General Grant a flag of truce, advising him 
that it would he prudent to remove any non-oombatants who might be still ia 
Chattanooga. No reply haa been returned; but the combatants having re- 
moTod from the vidiUty, it is probable that non-combatants can remain witb- 
oat ^mprodenoa. 

11 C Mmoa, Qoartermaater-Qenenl. 
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CHAPTEB XXI. 

BUBNSIDE AT ENOXYILLE. 

Hit svnuvoB mo Exoxtiujb— FosmiBS ths towv— AiyrAVoss to luxi Lovo- 
■iBXBv ov.*Love8rsttr nmsfs ahd ATTAOKft— Rbfidliio.— RB-mvoBonoant 

IBOX GaA>T.— ShSBMAH OOMBS dp.— ^BABT'S OBDBB.— SmUCABT OT LOflOlk 

Wb must now turn for a moment to Enoxyilley b^eged by 
the. yet hopefaly but soon to be ill-starredy expedition of 
Longstreei This place had been occupied by Bnmside as 
early as the 2d of September, and Bnmside was a haum tenens, 
holding over until Foster should relieye him. 

On the 16th of August he had moved from Oamp Nelson, in 
Kentucky, on a perilous march for East Tennessee, then held 
by the rebel General Buckner, whose headquarters were at 
Knoxville. Avoiding the gaps, which were in the enemy's 
hands, Bumside marched across the mountains. OtL the 1st 
of September he was at Kingston, and on the 2d he entered 
Knoxville, amid the grateful cheers of the loyal people, who 
had been writhing under the oppression and cruelty of rebel 
rule. The enthusiasm was unbounded as the general rode in : 
he was regarded as a deliverer and a savior. On the ^th. 
General Shackelford was dispatched northward to Cumber- 
land Gap, which, after a rapid and skilful march, he cap- 
tured on the 9th. 

Knoxville was at once strongly fortified by Bumside; and 
then, previous to Longstreet's advance, he had moved south- 
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'naxd by GraiiVs orders to London, there to await and retard 
the rebel approach. 

This part of the rebel programme could not haye been con- 
fided to a more competent officer than Longstreet, but he has 
since complained that he was sent without proper supplies^ 
and was disappointed in the force with which he was expected 
to make the siege. The division of Steyenson, which had 
been sent to Loudon, and which he expected to take with him, 
was recalled. He still, howeyer, largely outnumbered the 
small force under Bumside. 

At Loudon he was met by Bumside, and arrested in bis 
march ; and his cavalry, which he had sent by a detour to try 
and surprise Enoxville, was met and routed by ours, which 
had been skilfully posted for the purpose. In obedience to 
orders, the Federal general retreated slowly towards Enox- 
yille. Again Bumside turned to confront him at Oampbell's 
Station, and haying repulsed his attack, withdrew at last 
within his fortifications at Knoxvill^. There he was sur- 
rounded by Longstreet, on the 17th and 18th of November ; 
and now the fate of Knoxville hung upon the movements at 
Chattanooga. Nothing was left for Bumside but to hold it to 
the last. His arrangements were well made. There was a 
fort on College Hill ; one near Summit House ; one on the 
right of the street leading from the square to the depot ; two 
on Temperance Hill ; and the heights on the south were forti- 
fied. Strong lines of rifle-pits connected the forts. 

<LO^QQTEEEr ATTACKS. • 

At length, on the 28th of November, Longstreet haviDg 
been informed of Bragg's disaster and retreat, and knowing 
that Bumside would soon be re-enforced, made ready for an 
assault, which would either give him Knoxville, or — ^what was 
far more likely — serve to cover his retreat. The point chosen 
was Fort Sanders, on the northwest angle of our works, a fort 
standing just outside the town, and commanding an approach 
by the river. It was of the strongest profile, the ditch ten 
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feet deep, and the parapet iinasasdlj high. Arotind i1^ the 
thick pine-timber had been slashed, and it is said, a network 
of irire formed around the stamps, as an entanglement.* 

The assanlt was made in the most determined manner, at 

daylight on the 29th, by three brigades of McLaws' division, 

and tiiose of Wolford, Humphreys, Anderson, and Bryant. 

They moyed in three lines ; and some of them reached the 

outer slope, and even attempted to enter by the embrasures. 

The fort was occupied by the Seventy-ninth New York, the 

Twenty-ninth Massachusetts, two companies of the Second 

NewTork, and one of the Twentieth Michigan. Their guns were 

double-shotted. Hand-grenades were poured upon &Le enemy. 

Sis assault had been "clearly discerned by the novel use of 

Soman candles, in default of a Drummond lighit The fighting 

was more desperate than any known in the war. But the rebel 

efforts were vain ; and when they were finally repulsed, their 

dead and wounded lay in piles ten feet deep in the ditoh. A 

gallant assault, most gallantly repulsed ; and the failure left 

no course for Longstreet but instant retreat. This, of course, 

had been his alternative, and he put it in practice without 

delay. 

RE-ENFOBCEHENTS FBOM GBAl^. 

On the evemng of November 25, as soon as Grant's success 
at Chattanooga had been assured, he had directed Gordon 
Granger to move with his own (Fourth) corps, and detach- 
ments from others — ^twenty thousand in all — ^to the relief of 
Knoxville ; and (German's march to the railroad crossing of 
the Hiawassee was intended to protect Granger's flank until he 
had crossed, and to prevent further re-enforcements of the 
enemy from being sent by that route into East Tennessee. 
Granger was to move with four days' rations, a steamer f oUow- 



• Pollard, Third Year of the Wat, p. 163. 

f For the curious application of these signal-lights, by lieutenant Herzog^ 
of the Signal Corps, see an article in the October number (1865) of the United 
States Service Msgaadne. 
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ing with more supplies. Elliott had also been ordered to 
Ejioxville, from Alexandria, with his cavaliy diTision. 

To Grant's astonishment, on his return from the frozi.ty on 
the 28th, he found that Granger had not started, and tk&t lie 
was preparing to move "with reluctance and complaini" -Ajb 
no inyestigation has been made, we are not '^ wise above ivli At 
is written," but simply quote the words of Grant's report. 

Sherman, ever ready, was at once directed to assume com- 
mand of Granger's corps as well as his own troops, and pro- 
ceed to Enoxville without delay. Sherman was then at Cal- 
houn, at the railroad crossing of the Hiawassee. The relief 
was confided to the ablest hands. It was a toilsome march ; 
but Sherman was never tired, and always fuU of alacrity. 

SHERMAN ENTEBS ENOXVILLE. 

On the 3d of December, the day upon which Bumside had 
declared that his supplies would give out, Sherman's cavalry 
entered KnoxviUe. The flank of Longstreet was thus turned, 
and although the siege had been already raised, Longstreet's 
movements were greatly expedited. The rebel general retired 
hastily to BusselviUe and Bogersville. Sherman conferred 
with Bumside as to the necessary strength of a pursuing force. 
It was decided that the garrison, augmented by Granger's 
corps, would be sufficient, and that the other forces might be 
at once withdrawn. Burnside, in a letter dated December 7, 
expressed his " hearty thanks and gratitude" to Sherman and 
his command, whose approach, he declared, '^ served to raise 
the siege." Leaving Granger's corps behind, Sherman then 
took his own command back to Chattanooga. After all these 
events had transpired. Grant issued an order of congratulation, 
which we give in full, as indicating his sentiments, and as a 
specimen of his clear and excellent slyle : 

General Okdsbis, No. 9. 

HxADQTTAKTBnS MiLITABT DlTIfllOir OT TBX M1S8IBBIPPI, 

In the Pield, Chattanooga, Tenn., Deo. 10^1868. 
The general commanding takes this opportunity of returning his fiinoei« 
thanks and congratulations to the brave Armies of the Cumberland, the Ohio. 
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. . * 

the Tennessee, and their oomiadeB from the Potomac, for the recent splendid 
ftncL deddTe sacoanee achieved over the enemy. In a short time, you have 
Teoofvered from him the control of the TenAessee Biver from Bridgeport to 
BLiioxville. Ton dislodged him tram his great stronghold upon Lookout 
Mountain ; drove him from Chattanooga Valley ; wrested from his deter- 
iniiied grasp the possession of Missionaiy Bidge; repelled, with heavy loss to 
bim, his repeated assaults upon Enoxville, foicing him to raise the siego there ; 
driving him at all pdnts, utterly routed and discomfited, heyond the limits of 
the State. By your noble heroism and determined courage, you have most 
efiectually defeated the plans of the enemy for regaining possessfon of the States 
of Kentucky and Tennessee. You have secured positions from which no rebel- 
lious power can drive or dislodge yoa For all this, the general commanding 
thanks you, cdllecttvely and individually. The loyal people of the United 
States thank and bless you. Their hopes and prayers for your success against 
this unholy rebellion are with you daily. Their faith in you will not be in 
vain. Their hopes will not be blasted. Their prayers to Almight/ God will 
be answered. You will yet go to other fields of strife ; and with the invincible 
bravery and unflinching loyalty to justice and right which have cna^acterlzed 
you in the past^ you will prove that no enemy can withstand you, and that no 
defences, however formidable, can check your onward march. 

By order of 

Majob^ensbal XT. S. Oba2it. 
T. 8. BawBBB, A. A. G. 

In a smnmary of the entire campaign, General Grant states 
onr losses to have been seven hundred and fifty-seven killed ; 
four thousand five hundred and twenty-nine wounded; and 
three hundred and thirty missing. The captures have been 
akeady stated. , 

The faflure at Chattanooga cost General Bragg his com- 
mand. He was relieved, " at his own request," on the 2d of 
December, and the conduct of the army given to Hardee, who 
knew his own unfitness, and would only accept it temporarily. 
Grant expressed his satisfaction with the change : it made his 
task the easier. A few words will enable us to take leave of 
Bragg. He was " charged," very vaguely, " with the conduct 
of the military operations of the armies of the Confederacy," 
— ^which means every thing, or nothing, — and turned up at 
the last as commander in North Carolina, when Fort Fisher . 
fell 
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OHAPTEBXXn. 

OBSAT JOT IN THE LAND. 

rHS PBXfliDBnr^B ntooLAMATioK. — Public hoxobs. — Thx oold xedai.. — A x,xxu- 

TXNAKT-aXKXEAL PB0PO8XD. — BOOTXTOA,— "S AXEAAXEO. NxW LABOBfl. — VaiTB 

CviCBXKLAirD Gap. — At Nashyillb. — ^To Chattahoooa. — Vuiifl St. Loun.— 
Thb bakqxtbt.— Tbanxb ov thx ort. 

The news of the great victory at Chattanooga, followed by 
the intelligence of the signal defeat of Longstreet, carried 
great rejoicing into the loyal States. Again there were illn- 
minations and salutes. The faith of the wayering was con- 
firmed ; patriot hearts were reassured ; ^the people of the 
South began to lose hope of the issue ; and the cause of the 
rebellion fell rapidly in the opinion 'of political speculators, 
both at home and abroad. The President of the United 
States, with a devout heart, issued, on the 7th of December, a 
proclamation/recommending to all loyal people to assemble in 
their places of worship, and thank God '' for this great ad- 
vancement to the national cause." 

He also sent another of his sententious and expressive dis- 
patches to Grant, who embodied it in orders, and caused it to 
be read by the adjutants to all the regiments in his army. It 
was as foUows : 

WASHtxroTON, December 8, 1868. 
BIajorjQknbiial Gbabt: 

Undeistanding that your lodgment at Chattanooga and KnofzriUe ia now 

secure, I wish to tender you, and all under your command, my more than 

thanks — ^my profoimdest gratitude — ^for the skill, courage, and perseveranoe 

with which yoo and they, oyer so great difficulties, have efiEected that important 

3l:jecl Ck>d bless you aU I A. LiNCOLir. 
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PUBMO HONORS, 

The Congress of the United States, which was just begin- 
ning its session, was not slow in expressing its apprecia* 
tion of his distinguished services. A joint resolution, intro- 
duced into the lower house by his friend, Mr. Washbume, of 
Illinois, expressed the thanks of the Congress, and presented 
him a gold medaL It was put upon the military record by a 
general order of the War Department, dated December 21, 
1863, and is couched in the following words : 

Gbhssal Obdebs, No. 898. 

JoiHT EuoLUTiov ^ tAouh to JUqfor-Otnerol UlyneB S, Chrani and the ojfleera atud iol- 
dier$ who havt/oughi und&r his command during this rebellion ; and providing tha 
the R-€9ident of the United States shall cause a medal to be struck^ to he presented 
to MqjcT'General Orant in the name of the people qf the United States of America, 

Be it rsiolved, hy the Senate and Bouee of Bepretentativei of the United Btate$ 
pfAmeTiea, in Oongreee aeeembled. That the thanks of Congress be, and they 
hereby are^ presented to Mijor-Genend UlTsses S. Grant, and throiigh hhn to 
the ofBcen and soldiers who 'have fought under his oonunand during this 
rebellion, for th^ gallantry and good conduct in the battles in which thej 
haye been engaged ; and that the President of the United States be requested 
to cause a gold medal to be struck, with suitable emblems, devices, and Inscrip- 
UoDB, to be presented to Major-General Grant.* 

Sbc. 2. And fte U fuHher resolved, That^ when the said medal shall have 
been struck, the Preddent shall cause a copy of this joint resolution to be en- 
grossed on parchment, and shall transmit the same, together with the said 
nedal, to Bfajor-General Grant, to be presented to him in the name of the 
people of the Unitecl States of America. 

Sbc. 8. Arid be it fiirther reeolted, That a sufficient sum of money to earry 
this resolution into effect is hereby appropriated oat of any money in the Treas* 
nry not otherwise appropriated. 

SCHTTTLEB COLFAX, 

speaker of the House of Representatives. 
H. Hamlin, 
Vice-President of the United States and President of the Senate. 

Approved, December 17, 1863 : Abbahah LiN00L2f. 

* On one side was the projQle of Grants surrounded by a wreath of laurels, 
with his name, the year 1868, and a galaxy of stars. On the reverse, a figure 
of Fame, with a trump and a scroll bearing the names of his victories. The 
motto waa : " Proclaim Liberty throughout the I^knd*" 

n* 
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Anofher resolution was offered, but did not then pass, to 
reirive the grade of lieutenant-generaL To the many, a lieu- 
tenant-general was a cumbrous Grand Lama to be enshrined 
at Washington, and Grant was absolutely needed in the &A(L 
To others, it seemed that we had military rank and titles 
enough ; it was dangerous to increase them ; and, besides, the 
rebellion was going to be crushed : it was no matter when, or 
by whom. Such counsellors have given rise to the charge 
that republics are ungrateful Bepublics, governed by such 
men, are so. But if honor to Grant had been put to tiie 
popular vote, there was no limit to the tributes they w^ould 
have poured at his feet. 

Learned, religious, temperance societies elected him honor- 
ary or life member. Segars, revolvers, and gifts of various 
kinds were showered upon him. To none of which does h^ 
revert with so much pleasure as to a brier-wood segar-case, 
made with a pocket-knife by a poor soldier, and presented to 
him with feelings of veneration and regard, but with no desire 
for any return. The Legislatures of Ohio and New York* 
voted him thanks. Mothers called their children after him, 
and a large generation of little U. S.'s and Grants date their 
birthdays at this time. Every voice was heard in his praise, 
except that of an occasional blind adherent of some displaced 
general, or those whom he had the moral courage to treat ac- 
cording to their ill-deservings, and who hsid the good sense to 
speak only in whispers and innuendos. He was already the 
most famous man in America, the man to whom o^ looked as 
the one who should lead us through the storms of war to the 
quiet haven of a lasting peace. This was the prophecy ; the 
fulfilment was to be speedy. 



* "Received, That the tliankB of the people of this State be tendered to 
General Qrant and his armj for their glorious victories in the Valley of the 
Missisfiippi, and 4he still more glorious victory of Missionary Ridge and Lookoat 
Mountain, and thata certified copy of this xesolntioin be forwarded to Qenenl 
Grant." 
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NEW LABORS. 

As soon as order was restored in his front, and a proper 
--^brganization given to his forces, Gteneral Ghrant set to work to 
acqaaint himself with the needs and'^interests of his vast 
military division. 

His lanrels were not lotos flowers, but were the growth 

" Of those immortal pla^tB that bloom 
Upon OljmpuB, making lu immortal ; 

* « » # « 

And make the mind prolific in its fiEincies." 

He forwarded to Washington well-digested plans for the 
prosecution of the war in. the Southwest ; and such was the 
high opinion now entertained of his military capacity and ad- 
ministratiye ability, that a joliit resolution was offered in the 
United States Senate, on the 7th of January, 1864, requesting 
the President to call out a million of yolunteers for ninety 
days ; and also, that he would assign General Grant to the 
command. 

At this time, Gteneral Grant made several tours of inspec- 
tion. He visited S^oxrille, and finding the rebel cavalry 
were attacking his outposts, he increased the command3 from 
his now otherwise temporarily unoccupied troops. 

VISITS CUMBEBLANlf GAP. 

In order to satisfy himself of the character of Cumbexland 
Gap, which had been won and lost several times, he made a 
mountain journey from Knoxville to LouisviUe, in the severest 
days of winter, on horseback, the precipitous roads being so 
sheeted with ice as to make the travelling very perilous. The 
most dangerous portions of the route he was obliged to walk 
over. Thus he passed through the Gap to BarbersviUe, and 
.thence through Loudon and Lexington. " Hail to the Chief 
— ^both air and words — greeted him at every stopping-place ; 
but nowhere could he be prevailed upon to make a speech. 
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On this point lie seems inexorable ; but, let ns say, in paasiiig, 
that this is no affected reticence : it springs froifi real diffi- 
dence. His embarrassment would be so great, that he dare 
not trust himself to make a speech. What thus springs from 
necessity, has, how^rer, been as greatly in his favor as if it 
had been dictated by policy and worldly wisdom. His bosi- 
nesa has been action. Duty has never called upon him to 
speak ; and so no unfortunate extempores to satisfy a mob 
can be quoted against him. 

At Nashville/his greatest concern was to open regular com- 
munication to Chattanooga, which was by no m^ans yet over- 
burdened with supplies. He arrived at Louisville on the 
11th of January, and on liie 12th the commmiications were 
fully opened, and a large quantity of stores poured into 
Chattanooga, in readiness for the future movements of Sher- 
man. 

On the 13th of January, He was again at Nashville, and 
immediately returned to Chattanooga. 

Of course, the brilliant points in Grant's career are found 
in his splendid strategy and masterly battle-attacks, but a 
study of his life in these lulls in the storm of war really dis-* 
plays his character to equal advantage. ITia ireatment of 
deserters, who were now coming in great niunbers, is worthy 
of our observation. 

It was just, prudent, and humane. Upon their taking an 
oath, which he prescribed, they were disarmed, fed, and pro- 
vided with free passes on all military railroads and govern- 
ment steamboats to their own homes. Many were employed 
in the quartermaster and engineer departments, at fair wages 
and to avoid the danger of their recapture, they were ex- 
empted from military service in our army. (General Order, 
December 12, 1863.) 

Our space will not permit us to reproduce the judicious 
orders issued at this period. His former experience as a 
quartermaster was now brought into requisition, in the conr 
trol of that department, within the limits of his vast command, 
and the legislation with regard to the seizure of rebel prop- 
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ertj WAS carried out by him in a prompt and skilfol^ bnt 
always just and humane manner. ^ 



YlSrr TO ST. LOUIS. 

On the 26ih of January, 1864, General Grant was at St. 
Ijotiis, whither he had gone only on account of the dangerous 
illness of his eldest child. But the crisis of the illness 
liad already passed when he arrived, and the announcement 
of his presence at his old'home was the signal for festive 
demonstrations and new honors. Everybody was anxious to 
catch a glimpse of the man who had opened their grand river 
to the sea ; and who had, if possible, rendered the glories of 
Vicksburg dim, by the Kghtning flashes of Chattanooga. He 
had come unheralded, and had registered his name on the 
hotel-book as U. S. Grant, Chattanooga. The news fled like 
wild-fire over the city, and the next day an invitation was 
sent him to a public dinner, offered by the citizens of St. 
Louis, represented by a large number of the principal gentle- 
men. 

He accepted the invitation, and Friday, the 29th, was ap- 
pointed for the banquet. He spent the 27th in visiting the 
nniversity, in talking with his old friends, and in attending 
theatre, and devoted the two following days to his family. 

The evening of the 29th was a proud occasion for Grant 
and for St. Louis. To many of the people he had been for- 
merly known as a private citizen of moderate station, engaged 
in industrial pursuits ; but now the prophet was receiving un- 
solicited honors in his own country and his own home. Or 
rather, he had fulfilled, without prophesying ; and the people 
of St. Louis owed to him a debt which they could never repay, 
but only gratefully acknowledge. It was no stinted or ex- 
torted tribute of gratitude and a<}miration ; the enthusiasm 
was intense. 

" The observed qt all observers," he sat among two hundred 
guests at the table of the Lindell Hotel, receiving the applause 
and admiration of all with great modesty a^d evident em- 
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barrassmeni Around him were seyeral distinguished generals, 
and his father-in-law, Mr. F. Dent, 'the toast of the evening 
was, " Our distinguished guest, Major-General Grant," fol- 
lowed by a burst from the band of the weU-known air, ^| Hafl 
to the Chiel** Grant rose, amidst the tumultuous cheering of 
the guests, but he could'not reply. His words were, " Gentle- 
Inen, in response, it will be impossible to do more than thank 

you." 

That same day, the Common Council of St. Louis had pre- 
sented its thanks in behalf of the city ;* and that night, after 
the dinner, he was serenaded, but again said but few words, 
declining to speak. 

Ford says, in his "Handboojc of Spain,!' that the best 
weapon for passing through the mountaius^ beset with ban- 
ditti, is a segar-case filled with good Havanas. Now we do 
not mean to compare our people to Spanish contrabandistas ; 
but Grant acts upon that principle, slightiy varied in its 
application. On this occasion, as on others since, he satisfied 
the crowd by taking a segar from his pocket, lighting it, and 
puffing the smoke in their presence. 

The invariable segar has thus done him good service on 
many occasions. The pantomime of lighting it is cheered in 
lieu of a speech. 



* CouKOiL Chaxbbb, Cmr ov St. Louu, 

January 89, 18M. 

Whsreoi, Major^enenl XT. S. Grant has, sinoe onr huat meeting, enddenly 
and -nnezpectedly arrived among vb, and the opportunity not having pre* 
sented itself whereby the dty authoritieB and this body could testify their great 
esteem, regard, and indebtedness dvs Tiis modett, unswerving energies, swayed 
neither by iJie mighty successes which have crowned his genius and ^orts in 
behalf of the Gtw&mment, njor the machinations of p6liticians-~evidenMS cf the 
true patriot and soldier ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Cknnmon Council of the City of St. LoniB 
are eminently due, and are hereby respectfully tendered to Msjor-Qeneral U. 
S. Grant, in behalf of the City of St. Louis. 

Resolved, That his honor the mayor be respectfully requested to give his 
official approval to tills preamble and resolution, and cause the seal of the city 
to be affixed, and the same presented to Migor-General U. S. Grant. 
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OHAPTEB XXm 



EIJ3EWHEBE IN THE YIELD, 



Ths Miananrpi. — Bakks. — Steels. — Soseobaks. — Quit fobos ooxpaked with the 

SIBXLS. — ShSKXAI^'b EXPEDITIOK TO M.SSIDIAN. — ThOHAB MOTES UPOK DaLTPK. 

— BxnioDB AT Olvsteb. — Oika bead heeded. — No politioal abpibatioits. 

It becomes ns now to take a rapid gl^mce at the general 
sitaation of affairs in other parts of the theatre of war. The 
Mississippi Biyer had been fortified in nnmerous positions 
with,heayj gnnSy and garrisoned principally by negro troops, 
from Cairo to Forts St. Philip and Jackson, below New 
Orleans. General Banks had his headquarters in New 
Orleans, and had detachments at Brashear City and l^rowns* 
Tille. General Steele had a consideirable army at Little Bock, 
Arkansas, and General Bosecrans commanded the Depart- 
ment of the Missouri. We had eight hundred thousand men 
in the field, and to oppose these the rebels, now everywhere 
acting on the defensive, numbered half that force. The com- 
mand of Lee, including Longstreet, andT the troops in TE^st 
Yirginia and North Carolina, was a himdred and twelve 
thousand strong. The. army which Grant had beaten at 
Chattanooga had been confided to General Johnston, and was 
upwards of fifty thousand strong. This included the garrison 
of Mobile, and the fgrce with which Bishop Polk encountered 
Sherman's march to Meridian* 
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8HEB]QN*8 EXPHDITIONS. 

We must reonr for a moment to Sherman. After he had 
given relief to EnoxyiUe his troops were returned to Cihattft- 
nooga, and then stationed from Scottsboro', Alabama, along 
the Memphis Railroad to HnntsTille. Towards the end of 
January, Sherman was ordered to Yicksburg, to conmiand an 
expedition to the southeast. He moved from Yicksburg with 
McPherson's (Seventeenth) corps, in light marching order, to 
Morton, and thence to Meridian. He had collected a large 
cavalry force at Memphis, which was to start on the 1st of 
February, and join him at Meridian. Met, but not impeded, 
by the enemy, who were easily driven away from Champion 
Hill, Clinton, and Jackson, he moved forward to Meridian. 
Huxlbut had followed in rear of McPherson with the Six- 
teenth Corps, and the two corps had united at Jackson and 
marched together. The advance of this movable colmnn 
into the enemy's country promised great results. Mobile 
was in terror, and a pathway to the Gulf seemed open, but it 
was aU shipwrecked by a wsoit of co-operation on the part of 
the cavalry. General W. S. Smith was to have started on 
the 1st of February, but did not until the 11th, and the rebel 
General Polk was rapidly collecting his forces with a good 
proportion of cavalry, which could only be met by cavalry ; 
and ours failed to appear. The great railway centre of Meri- 
dian was destroyed, with the track running to Quitman, to 
Lauderdale Springs, and to Cuba Station. On the 25th of 
February, General Sherman returned to Vioksburg. 

In front of Charleston,, the condition of affairs remained 
unchanged. An expedition made by General Thomas, under 
Grant's order from Chattanooga, upon Dalton, was abandoned 
without results. 

Foster had relieved Bumside in the command at Knoxville 
immediately after the siege was raised, but did not long retain 
the command. Schofield, who had relieved General Foster, 
had moved upon Longstreet, and reconnoitred his position. 
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Oil the 20ih of February, General Seymoury in command in 
Florida, liad met with a serious reverse at Olustee. 

The army of the Potomac, under General Meade, was posted 
near Culpepper Courthouse from December, 1863, to May, 
1864 ; and although cayahy reconnoissances were constantly . 
made, |md skirmishes were the order of the day, no great 
moTements were ulidertaken within these periods by that 
army. 

Such was, very briefly, the condition of affairs ; — a military 
labyiinih, requiruig' one head to control, and one initiated 
mind- to thread out, its intricate combioations. As the need 
became manifest, all eyes turned to Grant, and, by the unani- 
mous consent of Government and people, he was exalted to the 
perilous iqid responsible position. A new grade of heutenant- 
general was created for him, and with it a new labor, which, 
like those of Hercules, carried with it increased difQcultjr of 
achievement. 

There were many who, carried away by enthusiasm, were 
disposed to offer him as a candidate for the presidency. But 
the most thoughtful preferred his services in the field ; and he 
himself discountenanced such approaches, feeling that his great 
mission was to finish the war, and having in this so magnifi- 
cent a scope for a patriot's ambition, that he would rather 
lose than gedn by political preferment. We are reminded of 
the opinion expressed by Paul Louis Courier, concerning Na- 
poleon's desire to be emperor : ^' Etre Bonaparte- est se faire, 
sire ; il aspire h d6sccndre." So, had Grant, with the weight 
and the glories of the giant campaign before him, been be- 
goiled by visions of the White House and the presidency, he 
would have aspired to descend. But he did not. 

Foiling the politicians that approached him with a pleasantry, 
he declared that when the war was over he would offer himself 
as a candidate to be mayor of Galena, and, if elected, would 
have the sidewalk put in order between his house and the 
depot. He has not had a single poUtical thought dtiring his 
career. ^ 
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OHAPTEE XXIV. 

THB UEUTENANT^ENEBAL — BETBOSPEOT ASD PBOSFSCT. 

GSAHT LiXUTKirANT-GlHERAL. — Ar&ITZS AT WASHHrOTOV. — RXOOOVIXID AT WlX<» 
LABORS. — CoMXXflSIOir PBB8S1ITKD. — PbXSIDSNT* 8 ADDIUE88.' — GraHT's SSPLT.^Sb- 
▼IVAL or THB eilADS.— WASRIirOTOV, SOOTT, AXD GbAKT. — TbX HXW IAW.^ 
GBAMT^S PXBSOITAL AP#SARAKOS.— ThX BOVOB UllBOLIOITBD. — ^ThB C91JirTKT mUW 

BiK. — What hb had donb to babh it. — ^Pbospbgt or BxapoHBiBxxiTT axd dab«xb. 
— Will hb fuooBSD ^Uhbitallbd olobt. 

Ok the 2d of March, 1864> Grant was confirmed by the 
United States Senate, in executive session, as lieutenant- 
General in the Army of the United States. This put him 
over all our other generals, but did not, without a special 
order, make him commander-in-chief of our armies. 

At five o'clock on the afternoon of Tuesday, the 8th, he 
arrived in Washington to receive his commission. He seated 
himself, unnoticed, at the dinner-table of WiUard's Hotel; 
but being discovered by a gentleman who had seen him in 
New-Orleans — ^for hjs face was not even then familiar to 
Washington people — ^he was brought to his feet by the cry 
that " the hero of Vicksburg was in the room," and' by a 
storm of cheers which might well bewilder so modest a man. 
In the evening he attended the President'^ levee, where he 
was the observed of all observers. 

On the afternoon of the 9th, at one o'clock, he was received 
by the President in the cabinet chamber, and was presented 
with the commission. In any one of the old European mon- 
archies, the presentation would, have been made among the 
grandest surroundings. In ancient Bome, it would have been 
inaugurated by a triumph like that in whi<^ Titus joined his 
father after the famous capture of Jerusalem. 
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But the scene was more in teeping with onr repnbKcan 
manners and the still undecided issues of the war. It was no 
time for pageants : there was no briUiani gathering, no splen- 
did staSl There were the President and his entire cabinet ; 
Oeneral Halleck, the retiring commander-in-chief; General 
Rawlins, Grant's chief of staff ; Colonel Comstock, his chief 
engineer ; Mr. Nicolay, the President's private secretary ; and 
the Honorable Owen Lovejoy, of Illinois. It was eminently 
proper that one other person should be present, and that was 
the general's eldest son, a fine boy of fourteen, the inheritor 
of his father's gloiy, and who, with such an example and such 
training, may well be incited to a life of usefalmess, and per- 
haps fame. 

When General Grant entered the executive chamber he 
was cordially received by the President, and presented to the 
cabinet. Mr. Lincoln then addressed him in the following 
words : 

" General Grant — ^The nation's appreciation of what you 
have done, and its reUance upon you for what remains to be 
done in the existing great struggle, are now presented with 
this commission, constitutiag you Lieutenant-General in the 
Army of the United States. With this high honor devolves 
upon you also a corresponding responsibility. As the coun- 
try herein trusts you, so, under God, it will sustain you. I 
scarcely need to add, that, with what I here speak for the 
nation, goes my own hearty personal concurrence." 

General Grant, whose disinclination to make a speech has 
been already referred to, then read from a slip of paper the 
following words, which have a peculiar significance in the 
light of the great events which have since transpired : 

■ I 

Mr- President — I accept the commission, with gratitude 
for the high honor conferred. With the aid of the noble 
armies that have fought on so many fields for our common 
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countiy, it will be my eamedt endeavor not to disappoint jonr 
expectations. I feel the fall weight of the responsibilitLes 
now devolving on me ; and I know that if they are met^ it wiU 
be due to those armies, and, above all, to the favor of that 
Providence which leads both nations and men." 

Introductions followed. Half an hour was spent in oonver- 
sation with the secretaries, and this simple bnt important in- 
terview was ended. 

Making a rapid visit with General Meade to the Army of 
the Potomac on the 10th, he started on the morning of the 
11th for the West ; and on the 10th, a special order of the 
President assigned the new Identenant-Gteneral to the com- 
mand of all the armies. 

And here we may pause for a moment to consider what aQ 
this signified. 

THE NEW GRADE. 

The revival of this rank of lieutenant-general recalls to us 
the circumstances under which it had been before conferred 
m America, and which marked two important periods in our 
history. In 1798, incident to the threatening aspect of our 
relations with France, the Congress had conferred it upcm 
Washington, who, in the next year, had he lived, would have 
been a full general, the only sensible and logical rank which 
a commander-in-chief should hold. Upon Washington's 
death, the rank was discontinued. 

In the long years from February, 1849, to December, 1852, 
earnest efforts were made to confer this grade, by brevet, on 
General Winfield Scott, for his long and illustrious services to 
ther country ; but his enemies were ingenious and malignant, 
and among them the most pertinacious was the then Honorable 
Jefferson Davis. 

These two great men were the only predecessors of Grant, 
for whom the full rank was now revived. 

The bin reviving it was introduced into the lower House 
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bj Ghrazit'B constant friend, the' Honorable Mr. Wasbbnme, 
and being referred to the Military Committee, was slightly 
amended, and finally presented to the House in the following 
form: 

** Be it enacted by the Senate and Home (f Bepresentativea (f 
the United States <f Americay in Congress ossenMed, That the 
grade of lieutenant-general be, and the same is hereby, re- 
vived in the Army of the United States of America ; and the 
President is hereby authorized, whenever he shall deem it ex- 
pedient, to appoint, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, a commander of the army, to be selected during 
war, from among those officers in the military service of the 
United States, not below the grade of major-general, most 
distinguished for courage, skill, and ability ; and who, being 
connnissioned as Ueutenant-general, shall be auth(yrized, under 
the direction of. the President^ to command the armies of the 
United States. 

" Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the lieutenant- 
general appointed as is hereinbefore provided, shall be en- 
titled to the pay, allowances, and staff specified in the fifth 
section of the act approved May 28, 1798 ; and also the al- 
lowances described in the %ixth section of the act approved 
Augpist 23, 1842, granting fiulditional rations to certain of- 
ficers ; Providedy ThsA nothing in this bill contained shall 
be construed in any way to affect the rank, pay, or allowances 
of Winfield Scott, lieutenant-General by brevet, now on the 
retired list of the army." 

To this, while in the course of debate, Mr. Boss offered an 
amendment recommending General Grant for the original 
vacancy. Mr. Washbume's speech in favor of the amended 
biU is a masterly and eloquent exposition of the services of 
General Grant, and his high eulogium has been vindicated in 
detail by the after history.. The opposition was very small ; 
a triumphant majority of one hundred and seventeen to nine- 
teen votes sent it to the Senate, who confirmed it, and on the 
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Ist of March the President approved the bill, and nominated 
Grant. On the 2d, as we have said, the Senate, in execatiTe 
session, confirmed him. Let ns add that the conntry, with 
one voice, hailed and sanctioned the appointment, the most 
important ever made in America. 

Perhaps we conld select no better time to give some de- 
lineations of the presence and person of the general thus 
honored. 

PEBSONAL CHARACTERISTICS. . 

He was not quite forty-three years of age, of mediiua 
height, and strong, weU-knit frame. His appearance, at first 
sight, is not striking. Careless of dress, and with no grandeur 
of air or imposing carriage, he wonld not attrafet a cashal 
observer in a crowd ; but a study of his face while conversing 
with him would satisfy a physiognomist, even without a 
knowledge of his history, that he is no ordinary man. His 
hair is fuU, brown, worn short, parted at the side over a fuD 
forehead, slightly prominent, but not protuberant at the 
brows. He has a good nose, relieved from the elegant weak- 
ness of the Grecian by a slight curve; blue eyes, sad, but 
neither dreamy nor stupid, which dilate into bold expression 
in times of action and danger ; a firm, evenly closed mouth, 
which would express more if free from beard ; a beard of red- 
dish brown, cut close, evidently for comfort, and for that 
readiness of action i/fith which the razor interferes; and a 
square, but not projecting, jaw and chin. The face, in spite 
of former critics, tells to my mind its own story fuUy. I see 
in it will, energy, a sense of responsibility, reticence, and 
entire self-control. If any have doubted it, let them study 
the best photographs again, and they will be convinced. 

To pass from Ms physiognomy to his ch'aracter. He is . 
man of irreproachable life and habits; pure, humane, and 
generous. His eyerlasting segar deserves a place in history, 
for it is a part of the man ; he is never without it, and his 
segars are very strong. But excess in tobacco depends upon 
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the constitationy and it eyidenily suitB Grant. He is entirelj 
without ostentation in his house and table ; and his able staff 
is kept for nse, and not show. 

In many of his orders and dispatches he has devontl j reo- 
ognized the providence of Gbd, and his reliance upon it, as 
being the chief strength of nations and men ; and if he ever 
swears, the religions world may be certified that his oaths are 
in the same category with those of my Uncle Toby and of 
Washington at Monmouth. He is phlegmatic, but not insen- 
sible; cool, but not wilhout enthusiasm; habitually grave, 
with a simple- dignity, but ea«ly approachable by all, even to 
the poorest private; in speech, laconic, but unaffected; no 
official non-committal about him; clear-headed, forgettikig 
nothing, arranging details easily in his capacious brain, with- 
out much reliance upon red tape ; blushing when praised, and 
b;aring both praiae aud blame with mlent magnanimity. 
Above all, he combines what Guizot has called the '^ genius of 
common sense'* with a determination to ** go ahead.*' 

Such, hi brief, was the o|an who had made himself a model 
hero for the American people ; such the man who had come 
to Washington, on his own merits, but not by his own solici- 
tation, to be made lieutenant-general and commander-in-chief. 
In the words of Mr. Washbume, *' No man wUh his consent has 
ever meniioned Ms name in coTmedion udth any posiUcm. I say 
what I know to be true, when I allege that every promotion 
he has received since he first entered the service to put down 
this rebeUion, was moved without his knowledge or consent. 
And in regard to this very matter of lieutenant-general, after 
the bm teas introditced^ and his name menticyned in connection there' 
toithy he torote me and admonished me that he had been highly 
honored dLreaHy by the Chvemmenty and did not ask or deserve 
any thing mere in the shape (f honors or promotion; and that a 
suooess over the enemy tvas what he craved above every thing dse ; 
that he only desired to hold sveh an infimefnce over those v/nder his 
command aetouse them to the best advantage to secure that end** 
But the country had need of him ; the Government could not do 
without him, and so ^ey saved themselves by honoring Grant. 
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And here, while he stands in our nairatiye at the partiiig of 
the waySy let ns briefly advert to the retrospect, and ihen 
glancd at the prospect before him. 

BETBOSFBOT. 

Eirsty let as see what he had done to make himself, in vio- 
lation of the maxim of the French philosopher,* a necessary 
man to the American people. From the day of his seeond 
entry into the service as a colonel of volunteers, he had beein 
continually in the field, and not smming his uniform in the 
streets of our great cities. He had been constantly enlargiiig 
his sphere of action. His name became speedily known to 

gave the people something to take hold of and ring the 
chimes upon; some undesignedly eloquent epigram of each 
great victory. At Fort Donelson, the '^ unconditional sur- 
render" which he demanded gave a new significance to the 
initial letters of his name. '^I propose to move immediately 
upon your works," struck a popular chord. Hard pressed at 
Pittsburg Landing, he told Sherman a characteristic story on 
the field, illustrating the secret of victory, and ordered him to 
assume the o£tensive. 

After the great campaign which concluded with the capture 
of Yicksburg, he received from President lincohi an auto- 
graph letter, magnanimously confessing that he had not been 
in favor of the plan of the campaign, and ending thus : ^I 
now wish to make a personal acknowledgment, that you were 
right and I was wrong." He had opened the Mississippi 
from the head-waters to the mud-islands of the Delta. 

In really serious straits at Chattanooga, his animals dying 
by thousands, and his men in danger of starving — not, how- 
ever, by any fault of his own, for he only assumed command 
to -find the situation toch — he had received Bragg's merciful 

message to remove the non-combatants, and had heard 

» I II I f I I .1 

* La Boohefoucanld mja: "Hn'y a pas dl&oniiiie nSoeanixe." 
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fira^f 8 characteiistio boast that in three days' time Grant's 
army would be flying in hungry disorder to Nashville ; where- 
as, in three days' time, Bragg's disordered hosts, flanked and 
beaten in front, were flying ^nthward before Grant's attack. 
BEe had asked for nothing from the Goyemment ; had re- 
fased to make capital by making speeches ; would not be' ap- 
proached on political questions; escaped, except when cor- 
nered, from public demonstrations, public dinners, and the 
. like ; and now the young man, unknown to the public four 
years before — ^wood-dealer, collector, farmer, leather-dealer, 
and yet always an honest man and a gentleman — ^had come 
to Washington to receive his reward, the very greatest to 
which an American had ever attained. 

PBOSPEOT. 

But it was something far more and far different. We have 
glanced at the retrospect: let us look for a moment at the 
nature of the prospect — ^not simply, as before, one of partial 
trial and danger and glory, but of a sole and crushing respon- 
sibility. As his hand grasped the glittering wreath, it turned 
nu-giSa^ U. . <l»>l^rf. «S . ,<^. like .;o»ln«o 
thunders, cried " Onward 1" The stars shone, indeed, but 
only to- disclose dimly in the darkness new dangers, new 
struggles, vigils never intermitted; and it was a very bold 
man indeed — one of sleepless soul, indomitable courage, and 
undying patriotism, who, amid the roaring Bed Sea of battle, 
the breakers of official dictation, the misapprehension of pro- 
found plans by an impatient and impressible public, who saw 
only the surface, and last, but not least, the Syrtis Major of 
politics — could assume such a cliarge at such a time, even with 
an its honors. Would he flutter and flounder and fall, like 
the historical dignitaries of other days, and like the many ex- 
perimental generals of our own times, who were tasked above 
their powers, and failed miserably? Or would he succeed 
completely, and achieve a colossal, an imrivaUed fame? 

Surdy, in the latter case, would be applicable to him the 

12 
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words uttmed by the eloqnent Tolly to the clemeni Gsmt, in 
whioh he dedares, that in the praifie then accorded, the great 
general has neither riyalTior sharers ; it is beyond the power 
of cohort, centurion, or prefect* He stands alone. 

* " At TWO hvjiim glorlM^ C Gbbu , qvMBi es paido ante mdBptm, aodn 
habea aeiiiliiem : tdtom hoo qumntmaeamqae eei, quod certe mazmum at, 
toiam est, inqnuii, tnnm. Nihil ex ista lAode oentoTiOy mhil pis&ctu^ luliU 
oohoni^ nihil tonna deoerpit.''— Orat. fbo M. Mabcbli/>, n. 7. 
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CHAPTEE XXV. 

THE OONDUOT 09 THE WAB. 
OftAvr'a ooxnonoHs.— Evils to bs bxmbdibd.— Ths hsw kjlv.— Tbb «sm&t 

▲TBB — How OOOVPXBD. — ThB BBBXL ▲BMIX8. — ^IiBB UTD JOSHCTOIT. — OUB OFP08Dr« 

▲jucixs. — Bakeb a Vmoiimu — Dotxcrioire to Qexmbal Botlsb.— Sioxl's or- 

0TB1TOTIOK8. 

Befobe proceeding to follow the peisonal moYements of 
Liieutenant-G^neral Grant, as he accompanied the Army of 
the Potomac, shared its fortunes, and generally directed its 
moYements, let ns now pause for a moment to glance at the 
whole field, and present a summary of his plans and purposes 
as the director and supervisor of all the campaigns. His clear 
and capacious mind had been silently at work on the great 
problem, before his appointment as general-in-chief. He had 
long been impressed with the idea that the operations must 
be continuous and unremitting, without regard to weather, 
season, or climate. 

We had an active, brave, and desperate enemy. The 
absolute despotism of the Confederate government enabled it 
to bring into the service every man and boy capable of bear- 
ing arms ; and if the enemy was inferior in numbers and in 
resources, that was mere than counterbalanced by manifest 
advantages. He was able to move always upon interior lines, 
and stood upon a general defensive, which he could easily 
turn into an offensive. He could transport troops w^th ease, 
ifi order to mass the same bodies, at different times, against 
our separate armies. Seeling the strong points, he could 
abandon territory at pleasure, without losing in a military 



268 GBANT AND HIS CAMPAIGNS. 

point of Tiew. Whfle our arlhies were resting or inactive, by 
reason of weather and roads, he eonld furlough a portion of 
every force, to plant crops or provide supplies, calling tiiem 
together, as soon as threatened, to resist our new advance. 
Those who were unfit to take the field, were employed in 
general preparations, and as provosts in collecting and return- 
ing deserters. 

On the other hand, we had a very large territory to hold 
and garrison, snrronnded by a hostile population ; extensive 
communications by land and water to protect ; and increased 
difficulty in providing supplies, the farther we advanced. Inde- 
]>endent action of our armies, at the East and West, had been 
productive of great eviL As in a baulky team, the *^ pull all 
t6gether" was wanting ; and it had frequently happened thai 
a victory in the East was partially neutralized by disastea» 
at the West, and vice versa. All this Grant had seen and 
deplored. 

QBA]!n?'S FUBPOSE. 

The pkns of the Keutenant-general may be thus epitomized. 
Starting with the postulate that the sole object confided to 
him was to destroy the military power of the rebellion, and feel- 
ing sure that, this done, its whole power, 'its life indeed, would 
be destroyed, Grant proposed — First: To counterpoise the 
enemy's interior advantages, by engaging him at all important 
points at once and continuously, that 'he might not shift hia 
troops as before, without exposing weak points where lie 
would readily be beaten. Seocmd : To make unrelenting war 
against his main armies. Beat them if possible ; but if that , 
conld not be done at once, wear them out by constant shocks 
and constant attrition. In the latter case, he saw that foroe 
of numbers alone would, in the end, produce the desired result. 
He depended greatly, also, and not without reason, upon the 
valor and skill of our armies ; and the country depended, with 
entire confidence, upon him. 
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THE GBEAT THEATRE. 

Tj&b VB now cast a glanoe on the condition of affairs in the 
vast theatre, and the^positionis of our forces, when he assomed 
eommand of the whole. 

I. The seacoast was ahnost entirely blockaded by onr navy, 
and the foreign resources of the rebels reduced almost to zero. 
We had footholds at many points. Plymouth, Washington, 
and Newbem, in North Carolina, had Union garrisons. We 
were in possession of Beaufort, Folly Island, Morris Island, 
Hilton Head, Port Boyal, in South Carolina ; Fort Pulaski, in 
Oeorgia ; Femandina, St. Augustine, Key West, and Pensa- 
cola, in Florida ; New Orleans, with its river approaches, in 
Xiouisiana ; and a small garrison at the mouth of the Bio 
Grande. 

n. The Mississippi Biyer, thanks to Grant and his gallant 
army, was ours in its entire length. It was strongly garri- 
soned at aU points, from St. Louis to its mouth. The entire 
line of the Arkansas was also in our possession ; so that we 
were armed masters of all the country lying west of the Mis- 
sissippi and north of the Arkansas. We also held a few 
points in Southern Louisiana, west of the Mississippi, but not 
far from the river. All the remaining Trans-Mississippi terri- 
tory was in rebel possession, and held by a force of not less 
than eighty thousand men. Of this force, however, it must 
be observed, that it had become somewhat disintegrated by 
inaction and want of opposition by our armies ; so that one- 
half of it was in a state of partial disbandment, but could 
easily be called out when needed to join the garrisons. Suf- 
fice it to say, that the rebel army west of the river was quite 
large enough, with the numerous guerrilla bands, and the 
dangerous, because secret, co-operation of a disloyal and 
bitter population, to render it necessary to employ a large 
force in order to keep the river open to the navigation of our 
fleets and commerce, and to give protection to the loyal men 
— ^few, but marked men — ^in the country west of it. 

TTT- If we look east of the Mississippi at this jimcture, we 
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Bhall find that we held sabstantiaUj the line of the Tennessee 
and the Holston, including nearly all of Tennessee. Sontli of 
Ghattanooga, in Georgia, we kept a small foothold, soon to be 
of greater importance^ but now occupied to keep the enemy 
from marching np and attacking owe garrisons in £ast Ten- 
nessee* 

lY. While we had an armed occnpancj of Western Tir- 
gmia, the rest of Yirgiida, with certain important exceptions, 
was in the rebel hands. We had a small portion at the narth, 
the line of the Potomac. We also held Norfolk, Fortress Mon- 
roe, and a small snrronnding country, and the gronnd occa- 
pied by the Army of the Potomac, then lying north of the 
Bapidan. 

To supply the troops, in these widely distant localities, yrss 
a colossal task. To guard the routes of communication, and 
supply, by roads and rivers, against raids, guerrilla bands, 
and a bitterly hostile people, was a subordinate but most 
troublesome and annoying duty, subsidizing large numbers of 
men. 

THE BEBEL ABMIBS. 

The principal armies of the Confederacy, at this period, 
were those under Lee, in Virginia, and JohnstoUy'^in Gleorgia^ 
Ijee, the ranking officer in the. Confederate army, was person- 
ally in command of the Army -of Yirginia, posted along the 
south bank of the Bapidan, from strong intrenchments on 
Mine Bun, westward, coyering Bichmond and threatening 
Washington. Lee was an excellent general, clear-headed, 
quick in the disposition of a batUe-field, cool and brave, the 
military idol of the Confederacy. He had generally acted 
on the defensive, but was always ready to turn it into the 
offensive, in which he had made mistakes, like that at Gettys- 
burg, which wjDuld have killed the deputation ojE any other 
Confederate general. But his reputation had a more solid 
basis in the affection of the Confederate people, and was to 
receive still additional glories in the Titanic battles about to 
follow with his greater antagonist, Grant. 
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Johnston, to whom our readers have aheady been intro- 
duced, commanded the second great army, at Dalton. With 
this he covered Atkmta, a great raihoad centre, where four of 
the prmcipal raOroads terminate, — a depot for cotton and 
breadstaffs, eqnally a centre for {onndries, mackine-ahops, 
and mihtary magazines, and therefore of yital importance to 
the rebels. 

Forrest, with a large force of cavaby, was operating in 
Northeastern Mississippi ; while the Shenandoah Valley, por- 
tiozis of Western Virginia, and the extreme eastern angle of 
Tennessee, were in the enemy's hands. Besides these armies 
und forces now mentioned, there were garrisons of various 
size at the points on the seacoast, which we had blockaded. 

To speak technically, the objective points of the campaign 
were Bichmond, Atlanta, and the rebel armies which coTcred 
them ; each city and its coy^ring anny merging into one 
objectiye, as we should driye the enemy back within the city 
defences. 

0X7B OFPOSINa ABJOES. 

To oppose and destroy the army of Lee, and to capture 
Bichmond, was the work assigned to the Army of the Po- 
tomac, with certain co-operatmg columns. This army was 
commanded by Major-General Qeorge Gordon Meade, and 
its exploits will constitute the chief material for the remainder 
of our narratiye. lieutenant-General Grant was to accom- 
pany it. 

The army of Johnston was to be driven back, and Atlanta 
taken, by the army of Major-General WilKam T. Sherman, 
now at Chattanooga. This officer, upon Grant's promotion, 
had been placed in command of the Military Division of the 
Mississippi, and was thus the director of all the forces from 
the Mississippi to the Alleghanies, together with the Depart- 
ment of Arkansas, west of the Misa^issippi ; but he was to lead 
in, person the army against Johnston. He was entirely in 
Grant's confidence, had had long conversations with the 
^ utenant-general, and knew his desires thorouglily, even 
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without a written word. The instractions, therefore, were 
very general He was to beat Johnston's army, destroy it if 
possible^ and march down as far as possible into the enemy's 
country. On no account was he to let Johnston slip away 
and join Lee in Virginia. If he should attempt it, Sherman 
was to follow in hot haste, and neutralize him. Grant prom- 
ised equally not to let large reinforcements go from Ijee to 
Johnston, to crush Sherman. The orders were very geEDfiral, 
but the sequel proved that the trust reposed in Sherman was 
very just. 

BANKS.. 

Major-General N. P. Banks, commanding the Departm^it 
of the Gulf, was just going up the Bed Biver on an expedi- 
tion to Shreveport, Louisiana, which had been organized be- 
fore Grant assumed the command in chief. The orders sent 
to Banks were general, but, in the light of after events, im- 
portant. He was directed to take Shreveport without delay : 
or in the event of its requiring ten or fifteen days over the 
time for which Sherman had sent him troops, he should send 
them back to their commands at the specified time, even should 
this make it necessary to abandon the main purpose of the 
Bed Biver expedition ; for this force was absolutely necessaiy 
to Sherman in his movements east of the Mississippi If he 
succeeded in taking Shreveport, he might hold it with an ade- 
quate force, but must take the bulk of his troops h^yok to New 
Orleans, which might soon become the point of departure for 
an attack upon Mobile. 

/We need not dwell long upon the further instructions to 
General Banks. They were explicit on all the great points. 
If successful, he was to turn over the defence of the Bed Biver 
to General Steele and the navy. Except the pied-d-terre on 
the Bio Grande, which could be held by four thousand men 
well intrenched, a service for which the colored troops might 
in part be used, he was to abandon Texas entirely. A reduc- 
tion might be made in the garrisons on the Mississippi, from 
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Port Hudson to New-Orleans, and elsewhere in his depart- 
iKient, and he wonld thus have thirty thousand effectives with 
^hich to move against Mobile, in co-operation with other 
taroops which Grant promised to send him. In the advance 
on Mobile, which was to be a combined movement with the 
navy, he was to arrange with Admiral Farragut ; but Grant 
su^ested Pasoagoula as a base. Profound secrecy was en- 
joined upon him. 

IH VIBOINLL 

In considering the problem to be encountered and solved 
by the Army of the Potomac, more than one plan suggested 
iteell The primary, all-transoending instructions were to at- 
tack Lee, and wherever he went, to follow him. Of the feasi- 
ble plans which presented themsdves, the first was to cross 
the Bapidan below Lee's' army, move rapidly upon his right 
flank, and torn or crush it. 

The second, to cross above, and turn or threaten Lee's left 

By adopting the second plan, he would put Lee into great 
concern about Bichmond, and make it impossible for him to 
move his army, or send large raiding parties northward. But 
this would separate him from direct, easy, and constantly 
shortening lines of cbmmimication with Butler. He could 
only move with a certain supply of rations, and if unsuo- 
oearfal in beating Lee, must return to his base when those 
wereoui 

The first plan promised more. By crossing below he could 
approach Butler and Bichmond, and force Lee to move down 
with him, or abandon Bichmond and his base. It is true that 
Lee might move northward; but this involved a dedperate 
purpose, and wonderful, almost miraculous fortune. In any 
event, Lee always moved upon an interior line and acted upon 
the defensive. 

The first plan was adopted ; and in carrying it out, never did 
Grant assume a more difficult task and a greater responsibil* 
ity. It was enough to appal the stoutest heart. There are 

13* 
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lew men beaideB Grant who would have nadeatiakeai ii ; indeed 
ihere were many who were opposed to it, and who expected 
its failure. 

The plans being definitelj adopted, all tiie armies were busy 
in preparation. Expecting to move with the Army of tha Po- 
tomac, he oonldissae to it daily orders. To the forces direcUj 
oo-operatii^ with it; his instructions were giyein. specificallj in 
writing. 

DIB£Gn019B TO GSNE&AL BtTTLEB. 

Ab early as Aj»il 2, General Grant had informed Bniler of 
his planSy-^that all were to co-(q)erate energetically, and thaifc 
as all the forces oonld not be united, two or three large ones 
were to co-operate in a common purpose. -As, by conoeit of 
action, these should approach each other, ihe territory to be 
guarded would decrease in extent, and the entire force of the 
enemy, in all portions, be employed at the same time^ The 
condusian ol Ihe matter was, that while the Army of the Po- 
tomac was to take care of Lee's army and i^proach Bich- 
mond, Butler was to move directly upon Bichmond by the 
south side of the James. For this purpose he had twenty 
thousand men, — to be joined by GUlmore, who was to be at 
Oity Point on or about the ISth^of April, with ten thousand 
more in transports, brought from the Bepartm^it of the 
South. This body Gillmore was to command ; a^id Gteneral 
William F. Smith was sent to Butler to command the remain- 
der of the forces in the field. 

With this iorce Butler was to move up the James and take 
City Point, intrench himself .there, and make instant prepan^ 
tions to take the field. When ready he was to advance, hug- 
ging the south bank of the river closely. If Grant should 
force Lee back to Bichmond, the two armies could speedily be 
joined. Enjoining upon him to use his cavalry to cut the 
railroad about Hick's Ford, and at other points, he left all 
minor details to Butler. 

On the 16th of April these ihstructions were substantiallj 
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reiterated ; and on the 19th, Bailer was directed to begin his 
movement when Meade should move with the Army of the 
Potomao from Galpepper« Grant further informed him that 
if lie could succeed in so inresting Bichmond as to make his 
left flank rest upon the James Biver above the city, he 
would join him there, if he succeeded in driving Lee back. 
Xn any case, Butler must so operate as to keep a large 
•force in Bichmond, or south of it, and away from Lee's 
ttrmy. 

Besides the written instructions. Grant had a personal in- 
terview and long conference with Butler ; and both Butler and 
Meade distinctly understood that, in last resort, Grant's pur- 
pose was to move across the James, and take position on the* 
south, — ^the Yicksburg tactics slightly modified. 

Butler was also informed of the great — if secondary — ^import- 
ance of occupying Petersburg, while Bichmond was his prin- 
cipal objective. 

• SIGEL's INSTBUCrriONS. 

General Sigel had command of our forces in Western Vir- 
ginia, in the Shenandoah Valley, and in defence of the fron- 
tiers of Maryland and Pennsylvania. Grant directed him 
to organize for two co-operating expeditions southward, one 
from Beverly and the other from Charleston, to be commanded 
respectively by Generals Ord and Crook. But just at this junc- 
ture General Ord was relieved at his own request, and the ex- 
pedition from Beverly was abandoned. Two columns were 
substituted ; — one, ten thousand strong, to move under Crook, 
on the Kanawha; and the other, seven thousand strong, 
under Sigel in person, up the Shenandoah. The former was 
directed to take Lewisburg, and move down the Tennes- 
see Bailroad, destroying the New Biver Bridge, and the salt- 
works at Saltsville, which were of incalculable value to the 

enemy. 

We shall recur to all these projects where they take their 
places as distinct movements in the chronological order. 
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Pending the manoenyres of the principal armiee under 
Grant against Lee and Biclimondy and under Sherman agabut 
Johnston, all other organizations were actively employed in 
protecting onr extended lines, and conmmnication between 
the loyal States and the armies. 
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FBEPAfiATIOIIB FOB THE FINAL OAMPAiaKa 

OmAvr'a abitovkoxmkht to tbm ▲bmixs.— At WASBiiraToir.— Th> Asmy ov Tm 
PoTOKAo.— GmntBAL MxiiDx.— Thb abkt looBoAKiiKD.— Fivth Gobp»— SboohU 
— Sixth.— -Thk Ninth Cobps. — ^Thk ohabaotib ot thb abmy. — Gbabt's RAnr. 

— MbADB'I OBlXty ABD ADJUTABT-aBBBBAL. 

. Qbant had left Washington shortly after receiying the ap- 
pointment of lieutenant-Generaly and was at NashTille at the 
time that Mr. Lincohi's order was issued promoting him to 
the sapreme command. He immediately announced it to the 
armie^by embodymg it in the foUowin^order : 

Hbadquabtbbs of thb Abkibs ov thb Ubitbd StatbBi 
Nashyillb, Tbbv., Maroh 17, 1864. 

In pursiiBBoe of the following order of the President : 

<« EzBovTivB Maxbiob, WASHiHaToir, March 10, 1864. 

" Under the aathorit7 of the act of GongreflB to appoint to the. grade of 
Beatenant-genenl in tlie annj, of March 1, 1864, Lientenant^Qeneral UlTwee 
8. Grant, United States Army, is appointed to the comniand of the armies of the 
United States. 

Abraham LmcooLN." 

I aflsome oommand-of the armies of the United States. Headquarters wiU he 
in the field, and, nntil farther orders, will be with the Armj of the Potomac. 
There will be an office-headquarters in Washington, to which all officiai com- 
mtmications will be sent, except those from the army where the headquarters 
are at the date of their address. 

U. S. Gbaht, LientenantGeneiaL 
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The following is the Qeneral Order of the War Depart- 
ment : 

GiENXRAii Obdebs, No. 98. 

Wab Dkpjlstmsht, Adjutaht-Gkhzxix's Omoi, 
WAflBiHGTox, March 12, 1864. 

The President of the United Statee ordera as fbUows : 

First. ICijor-Gteneral Halleck iB, at hie own reqneet, reliered from dntj as 
geneial-in-ehief of the anny, and Lieutenant^stonenl U. 8. Gnnt is aangned 
to the command of the armies of the United States. The ]ieadqnarten>of ibo 
army will be in Washington, and also with lieatenant-General Grant in the 
field. 

Second. M^ior-General Halleck is assigned to doty in Washington, as chief 
of staff of the army, under the direction of the Secretary of War and the lieu- 
tenant-General commanding. His orders will be obeyed and respected aooard- 
ingly. 

TJdrd. Mi^or-General W. T. Sherman is laadgned to the oommand of the 
Bfilitary Diyision of the BiissisBippi, composed of the Departments of the Ohio, 
the Camberland, the Tennessee, and the Arkansas. 

JPburth. Mjijor-General J. B. McPherson is assigned to the oommand of the 
Department and Army of the Tennessee. 

Fffth, In relieving Major-General Halleck from dnty as gen«^-in-ddeC^ 
the President desires to express his approbation and thanks for the zealoos 
manner in wluch the ardnoos and responaihie duties of that position have been 
performed 

By order of the Secretaiy of War. 

E. D. TowiraEND, Assistant Adyutan^GenetaL 

On the 23d of March, six days afterwards, he arrived in 
Washington, accompanied by Mrs. Grant and his eldest son. 
Of his miUtary family, only General Bawlins and three of his 
staff were with him. The eyes of the whole nation were upon 
him, and their hopes strong that he would not dictate the 
movements from Washington. It was, therefore, with tl e 
greatest satisfaction that both eyes and hopes followed him 
immediately to his new headquarters in the field; Loyal men 
drew a long breath when they found he was going to conduct 
the campaign against Lee in person. The spirits of all were 
raised, and the confidence of all was reposed in this one man 
whom God had raised up to deliver us. His movable head- 
quarters were at once fixed with the Army of the Potomac^ at 
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Culpepper Conrfhoose, and it was manifest that he proposed 
to himself * the most difBctilt task of all. This army he pro- 
ceeded at once to reorganize in the manner best suited to his 
purposes. Intending no disparagement to certain conmiand- 
ars who were removed at his suggestion, and transferred to 
other parts of ihe theatre of war, he selected those with whom 
he thought he cotdd work best, for purposes either of inde- 
pendent command or concert of action. His. selections were 
extremely jndicions. 

THE ABM7 OF THE FOTOlfAO — GENEKAL MEADE. 

Gteneral Meade, the hero of Gettysburg — ^that ever-memo- 
Table battle, which saved the Bepnblic in one crisis of its fate — 
regarded by the army as a commander of the first rank, was 
retained in command of the Army of the Potomac. And here 
we may pause to consider the relations of these two o£Bicers. 
Grant had undoubtedly in an especial manner the charge 
and control of the campaign, and could at his pleasure direct 
the movement of any portion of the Army of the Potomac ; 
but, in a general statement, we may say, that while he directed 
what movements were to be made, Meade had the' handling of 
that army, and all the details of battle were in his hands. 
He was to Grant what the corps commanders were to him ; 
and nobly throughout that campaign did Meade co-operate 
with Grant, doubtless sometimes hushing the utterances of 
• those finer sensibilities which must occasionally have struggled 
for expression, on account of the necessary but somewhat 
anomalous condition of his relations to the supreme chief.* 



* General Grant's words are : " Commanding aU the armies, as I did, I 
tn^J, as te as possible, to leave General Meade in independent command of 
ib,6 Atmj of the Potomac My instmctionB for that army were aU throngh 
bim, and were geoeml in their nature, leaving all the details and ezecation to 
him. The campa^gn^ that foUowed proved him to be the right man in the 
right plaee. His commanding always in the presence of an officer superior to 
him in ruik, has drawn from him much of that public attention which his 
leal and ahilit/ «Aiika him to, and which he would otherwise have lecdved." 
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Until the flood of detailed reports is poured into the lap of 
history, the country can never know how mach it owes to 
Meade for the campaign we are now about to describe. 13ie 
army is always spoken of as Grant's army ; the dispatches 
were sent through Grant's headquarters ; and his pres^ice m 
the field gave him not only the entire responsibility, but^ in 
the public eye, the entire praise for what was done. 'Ererj 
page of the following narratiye will show us the great glory 
of Grant ; and we speak with authority when we say, that he 
would not detract for a moment from the masterly skill, ihe 
labors, the valor, and the constancy of General Meade, which 
endured even to the end. To these, indeed, the lieutenant- 
General has borne public testimony, in recommending General 
Meade for promotion as a major-geperal in the regular army, 
a position he nobly deserved, and which he now holds. 

Bemembering this, our readers will not expect from us an 
attempt to make the difficult .distinction, at fOl points of the 
campaign, between the functions of the Lieutenant-General 
and General Meade. At times, however, we shall make sucli 
a designation. 

THE ABMY BEOBGANIZED. 

The' army was reorganized on the 24th of March. The 
corps were consolidated, and reduced to three — ^the Fifth, 
Second, and Sixth. Without giving the details of consolida- 
tion, arrangement, and transfer of divisions, we may present 
the general organization and strength of these corps, as fol- 
lows. 

The Fifth Corps was commanded by Major-Gteneral Gk>uv- 
emeur K. Warren, a young officer of engineers, who had been 
rapidly promoted on account of his dashing valor, his skiU in 
handling troops, and his devotion to his military profession. 
He had been particularly distinguished at Bristoe Station. 
His corps consisted of four divisions, commanded respectively 
by Generals Wadsworth, Crawford, Bobinson, and Griffin. 
The commanders of brigades were Ayres, Cutter, Baxter, 
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J. F. BarUett, Barnes, and Bice, all yeterans bj reason of 
oaniiimoTZS service in the present war. 

The Second Corps was commanded by Major-G(eneral Win- 
field Scott Hancock, an officer of infantry, who had receiyed 
an appointment in the Qnartermaster't^ Department ; who had 
also risen with great rapidily ; and who, in bearing, personal 
appearance, splendid gallantry, and influence over his troops, 
lolly deserves the epithet which he received at Williamsburg — 
^Hancock the Superb." His divisions were commanded in 
the following order: by Generals Barlow, Gibbon, Bimey, 
and Carr. The brigade commanders were Generals Webb, 
Owen, Ward, Alexander Hayes, and Mott; and Colonels 
Miles, Smyth, Frank, Brooke, Carrol, and Brewster. Colonel 
Tidball was chief of artillery. 

The Sixth Corps was under Major-General John Sedgwick, 
highly esteemed as an officer, and greatly beloved as a man, 
throughout the army. Originally an officer of artillery, he 
had been made, before the war, a colonel of cavalry ; and by 
his services siace, he had risen to the first rank, having more 
than once been offered command of the Army of the Potomac, 
which his modesty caused him to decline. His division com- 
manders were Generals H. G. Wright, Getty, and Prince; 
and the brigades were commanded by Generals Torbert, 
Shaler, Wheaton,* Neill, Eustis, and Bussell; and Colonels 
Upton, Bumham, and Grant. Colonel C. H. Tompkins com- 
manded the artillery. 

The reserve park of artillery was under the general direc- 
tion of Brigadier-General Henry J. Hunt, chief of artillery ; 
and under the immediate command of Colonel H. S. Burton, 
of the Fifth Artillery. 

A brigade of engineer troops, and the ponton-trains, were 
under the. command of Major (now General) James C. Duane, 
of the United States Engineers. The immense park of supply- 
wagons was directed by Brigadier-General Bufus Ingalls, 
chief quartermaster. 

The cavalry of the entire army was consolidated under 
General PhiUp H. Sheridan, an officer of Begular Infantry^ 
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who Iiad already distingiiisbed himself in the SouthTrest, and 
whose services in this campaign were to fill the conntry with 
his fame. '^ 

Of the principal commanders in the former army. Major* 
Generals Sykes, French, Newton, Pleasonton, and Biigadi^- 
Generals Kenly, Spinola, and Meredith, were relieved and 
sent to other fields. General Eil]>atrick was ordered to Gen* 
eral Thomas for assignment to a cavalry command. 



THE NINTH COBFS. 

The Ninth Corps, composed in part of colored troops, who 
were now for ike first time fighting for their coimtay, and 
who, after the experience of Fort Pillow and Plymouth, feK 
that there was no surrender for them, had been recruiting at 
Annapolis. It was commanded by General A. E. Bumside, 
already well known to the world as the captor of Boanoke and 
Newbem, and for his ill success at Fredericksburg. It was 
reviewed by President Lincoln on the 23d of April ; and then, 
dispelling all doubts as to its destination, it was marched at 
once to Onipepper, to join the Army of the Potomac. 

THE OHABACTER OF THE ARMT. 



• 



Grant had an aggregate force of one hundred and forty thou* 
sand men, with which to move upon his greatest campaign, beai^ 
ing with him the hopes, the prayers, and the confidence of the 
country. As to its character, we ma^ be permitted to say that it 
was as good an army as it was possible to produce, taking into 
consideration the rapidity of its organization, and the great 
numbers of new troops. Its generals were good men and 
true, thoroughly schooled and tested by former services ; the 
lieutenant-general, General Meade, and all the corps com- 
manders, most of the division, and many of the brigade com- 
manders, were graduates of the Military Academy at West 
Poiut. The men were of admirable material, but many of them 
new troops, who had never been under fire before, and de- 
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pended, therefore, upon the nnolens of yeterans upon which 
ihey were formed, and upon the example and directions 
of the company and regimental officers immediately com- 
manding them ; and here, ^vf^hat had been the weak point of 
the Army of the Potomac, as indeed of all our armies, in the 
early stages of the war, had grown into robustness and 
strength. The subordinate officers who had been at first 
apx>ointed, were uninstructed and unfitted to command the 
men. The generals directed the moTements, and the men 
<S&rried them out as well as they could ; and the successes of 
the best manoeuvres would frequently not have been achieved 
had it not been for the superior intelligence, bravery, and 
dash of the private soldiers, who had left their homes with 
{heir lives in their hands in defence of the country. But now, 
we have the authority of competent judges for saying, all this 
was changed. The worthless had been weeded out ; brave 
men had risen from the ranks; and a new generation of 
officers, who had become so after hard service, directed the 
men, and were connected with them by a sympathy of the 
strongest kind. 

The following officers composed the staff of General Grant 
in the field : 

Brigadier-General John A. Bawlins, chief of staff; lieu- 
tenant-Oolonel T. S. Bowers, assistant adjutant-general ; 
lieutenant-Colonel 0. B. Comstock, senior aid-de-camp ; 
lieutenant-Colonel Orville E. Babcock, aid-de-camp; Lieu- 
tenant-<3olonel F. T. Dent, aid-de-camp; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Horace Porter, aid-de-camp ; Lieutenant-Colonel W. L, Dupp, 
assistant inspector-general ; Lieutenant-Colonel W. B. Bow- 
ley, secretary; Lieutenant-Colonel Adam Badeau, secre- 
tary ; Captain E. S. Parker, assistant adjutant-general ; Cap- 
tain George K. Leet, assistant adjutant-general, in charge 
of office at Washington ; Captain P. T. Hudson, aid-de-camp ; 
Captain H. W. Janes, assistant quartermaster, on duty at 
headquarters ; First-Lieutenant William Dunn, junior, Eighty- 
third Indiana Volunteers, acting aid-de-camp. 

General Meade's chief of staff was Major-General A. A. 
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Hamplire3rs, a field-officer of engineerSy who, as a dirisioii 
commander, had gained reputation at Gettysburg. His 
adjutant-general was General Seih Williams, an officer o{ 
the greatest value, on account of his ready, rapid, and system- 
atio discharge of the duties pf his department. 

From what has been said, it wiU be seen that Grant's pro- 
gramme was an admirable one, and the prospect bright If 
the collateral moyements of Butler and Sigel fidbould be sao- 
cessfol, and the southern communication cut off by Peters- 
burg and Lynchburg, Lee, although holding an interior pc^ 
'sition, and acting upon the defensive, would be obliged to di- 
vide his forces, and Grant's march to ^chmond would be 
comparatively easy. But if they failed, Lee could concen- 
trate upon Grant, and give him the more difficult tasL 
Grant had a right to expect the success of these movements; 
but,- as the sequel proved, he was fortunate in not placiog 
entire dependence upon them. The resources of a great gen- 
eral consist in many alternatives, and in rapid modifications 
of his plans, when they are thwarted by the failure of sabor- 
dinates or the hazardous chances of war. Such resonroes 
Grant was to find necessary in the impending campaign. 
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OHAPTEB XXYIL 



THE GBOSSINa OF THE BUBIOON. 



AlX XBADT. — GbABT XAXM VQULL PBEFAXAnOink^THB POfllTIOV OT THS ASMT.-- 

Lxk's pomtxoit.—Tbb boadb.~Ths WiLDSRNSflS. — Mkadx's obdxb.— The oobps 

HOYS. — PULVa AXV C0UHTEBPLAK8.— TbK BXBKLa OOIUB UP ZV OOLVXir. — EWXLL 
OV OVB BIABT, BT THB TUBHFIXK. 

Eteby thing was now in readiness for the Arm j of the 
Potomac to move. Dnring the month of April, rerenforce- 
ments had been pouring in. Grant makes a tonr of inspec- 
tion ; examines into the details of the organization ; clears the 
army of citizens and sutlers ; is closeted with <the authorities 
at Washington, receiving their directions, and explaining to 
them his purposes ; visits Butler's command, and gives general 
directions for the control of all the armies. And, just eight 
weeks from the daj of receiving his commission as lieutenant- 
general, he issues the order of advance, to turn, if possible, 
the right flank of the enemy. 

The position of the Army of the Potomac, just before the 
grand movement, was along the north bank of the Bapidan, 
confronting and watching the army of General Lee. That 
army, composed of the corps of Ewell, Hill, and Long- 
street) and the cavahy under J. E. B. Stuart, lay upon and 
near the south bank of the river, with its front strongly pro- 
tected by field-works. The left flank was covered by the 
Bapidan, and the mountains lying near Orange Cqurthouse ; 



and {he right flank by a well-intrenched line from MortQn's 
Ford to Mine Bun. 

General Lee awaited the development of Grant's plans, as 
to whether he would attempt to turn his left or his right, or 
attack him boldly in front The first of these, perhaps, was that 
which he anticipated. To thwart them all, his intrenchments 
lay along the riyer and Mine Bun, from a point three miles 
below Bacoon Ford, and his lines extended twenty miles on 
each side of Orange Courthouse. Ewell and TTill were 
nearest the river. Longstreet's corps, which had just returaed 
from East Tennessee, where it had been wintering since his 
terrible repulse at KnoxviUe, was within easy supporting dis- 
tance, near Gbrdonsville. 

The plan of Grant was to cross the river below, and, by a 
sudden movement, turn Lee's right flank, and cut him off from 
Bichmond ; then, by fierce battles, to beat him and destroy 
his army. Li case of failure in these plans, his alternative 
was to force him back by marching by the left flank, and by 
this flank movement to follow him to Bichmond. 



THE BOADS. 

A glance at the map will show two roads rdnning from 
Orange Courthouse to Fredericksburg — ^the turnpike and the 
plankroad ; the former tolerably straight, and the latter tor* 
tuous, but in a general parallel direction. 

Let it be particularly observed, to a proper understanding 
of the movemeiit, that the Stevensburg plankroad runs from 
Culpepper Courthouse to and across Germanna Ford, in a 
southeasterly direction, crosses the turhpike before mentionedi 
and terminates in the plankroad. At the junction of the 
plankroad and the turnpike is the old Wilderness tavern, 
Five miles beyond, at the jimction of the two plankroads, is the 
old church. The Brock road leads southeasterly to Spottsyl- 
vania Courthouse. # 

To reach this latter point, and thus pass through the Wil* 
demess, if possible, without encountering Lee's columns, wtf 
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FBQX THB RAFTDAN TO BKTHXOND. 
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Grant's desire ; f or, that jtmction once hemg seonre, Lee^s po- 
ntion on the Bapidan was tamed, and several roads to Bich- 
nond were laid open to ns. 

THE WILDEBNESS. 

The Wilderness is a broken, table-land, corered oyer with 
dense nndergrowth, with but few clearings^ in which therebek 
conld concesJ themselyeSy which proved a formidable obstacle 
to our advance. It was intersected by nmneroos Gross-roads, 
generally narrow, and bounded on either side with a dense 
growth of low-limbed and scraggy pines, stiff and bristling 
chinkapins, and scrab-oaks. The nndergrowth was principally 
of hazeL There were many deep ravines, but not sufficiently 
precipitous to offer us much trouble on that account; the 
principal difficulty being in the almost impenetrable under- 
growth, which would impede our advance in line of battle, 
and render the artillery almost useless. Besides the cross- 
roads mentioned, a few wood-roads pass through the Wilder- 
ness in all directions, and were known to Lee and not to Ghrani 

With these preliminary remarks, let us now oome to the 
passage of the river. 

On the 3d of May, Qeneral Meade issued a stirring order 
to the Army of the Potomac,* which was read to every (organ- 
ization.* 



* HXADQUABTXBS ASMT OT ISU POTOXAO, 

May 8, 18M. 

SoLDlEBfl— Agidn you are called upon to adranoe on the enemiea of your 
oovntiy. The time and the oocaaion are deemed opportnne bj your command- 
ing general to addieas yon a few ^orda of confidence and cantion. Yon Iiate 
been reorganized, strengthened, and folly eqmpped in every respect. Yon 
form a part of the several armies of youi country — ^the whole mider an able 
and distingniaibfid general, who enjoys the confidence of the Qoyemment^ the 
people, and the army. Yoor movement being in oo-operatien with others It fa 
of the ntmoet importaBoe that no efibrt should be spared to make It saccesBfoL 

Soldiers I The eyes of the whole conntry are looking with anxious hope 
to the blow yon are about to strike in the moet sacred canse that ever called 
men to arms. Remember your homes, yonr wives, and childien ; and bear in 
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THE CX)RPS MOTE. 

At midniglit, on the Sd, General Wilson, with the Third 
Gaviilry Division, moved to Qermanna Ford, ^th an engineer 
party and ponton-train, to prepare for the crossing of the 
infantry at tiiat point. Gregg's division of cavalry proceeded 
at the same hour to make similar preparations for the crossing 
at Ely's Ford. After laying the pontons, Wilson's division 
marched forward to the old Wildemess tavern and Chancellors- 
▼ille, without meeting any opposition. Up to this time it was 
evident that Lee expected Grant to move in the diriection of 
Orange Conrthouse and GordonsvUle, and was not prepared 
to contest onr crossing. At an early hour on the morning of 
the 4th, Warren, with the Fifth Corps, followed the cavalry to 
Germanna Ford, and crossed. Sedgwick's (Sixth) corps came 
immediately after, and both marched down from the ford 
towards the junction of the plankroads, which we have desig- 
nated as an important strategic point. 

Hancock, with the Second Corps, followed Gregg's cavalry, 
and crossed at Ely's Ford just after daylight. Thence he 
marched, according to directions, to Chancellorsville. 

The supply-trains had been assembled at Bichardsville, 
guarded by one division of cavalry. From that point they 
f(dlowed the Second Corps, crossed at Ely's, and also marched 
towards Chancellorsville. 



mind tliat the Booner jour enemies are oreroome, the sooner 70a wiU be re- 
turned to exyoj the benefits and blessings of peace. Bear with patience the 
hardships and sacrifices you will be called npon to endure. Have confidence in 
your officers, and in each other. 

Keep your ranks on the xnardi and on the battle-fidid ; and let each man 
earnestly imfdore God's blesmng, and endeavor, by his thoughts and actions, to 
render himself worthy of the favor he seeks. With clear conscience and strong 
arms, actuated by a high sense of duty, fighting to preserve the Government 
and the institutions handed down to us by our forefathers, if true to ourselves, 
victory, under God's blessing, must and will attend our eiforta. 

Geokob G. Meade, Major-Gencral commanding. 

8. Williams, Assistant Adjutant-General 

13 
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A detaclunent of Sheridan's cavalry, after crossing, en- 
conntered and drove bsM^k Stuart, in the direction of Orange 
Courthouse. , 

Lee, who was keenly on the alert, if in doubt for a moment, 
was soon aware of our purpose ; and, with a vigor which 
must extort our admiration^ moved up at once in two cohmms, 
to offer desperate battle on the morrow, and, if possible, to 

• break our line of battle, hastily formed to meet his attack 
It was now manifest that, although Grant had crossed the 
river by a surprise, he would not reach the point of destina- 

. tion, and leave the ugly Wilderness behind him, without a 
fierce struggle. 

PLANS AND COUNTEBFLANS. 

Lee's effort was to strike him in his flank movement, by 
two columns, against his line, and, if possible, rout him in the 
Wilderness, after piercing his line, as Nelson and Collingwood 
did that of the French and Spaniards at Trafalgar. Qrant 
had not intended to flght in the Wilderness, if he could help 
it; but he was compelled to do this. When he foxmd Lee 
approaching in force, he at once proposed to himself three 
alternatives : first, to beat Lee and rout him, wherever he 
chose to accept or to give battle ; second, to cut him off from 
the railroad and Bichmond, and then to follow him up and 
beat him ; and third, failing of these, to compel him to move 
southward towards Kichmond, striking him a side-blow at 
every step by flanking him on the left, and thus constantly 
•threatening his right flank and communications. 

We can only undertake to present the grand features of the 
campaign. Lideed, its myriad details are so confused that it is 
impossible to describe them. They can never be folly known. 

After crossiQg, Warren's (Fifth) corps was placed in posi- 
tion, on Thursday at noon, west of the .old Wilderness tav- 
ern, across the turnpike, on the Germania and Chancellors- 
ville plankroad, towards Parker's store, and five miles south 
of the ford. The hne of battle was formed nearly north and 
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Booih. Sedgwick, with the Sixth Ooips, was expected to 
come into line on Warren's right, and extend to the riyer, cov- 
ering all approaches to the ford, bnt was long delayed in do- 
ing so. Hancock, who had been directed npon Chancellorville, 
was deflected, and harried forward by the Brock road, to take 
post on the left, across the plankroad from Orange Court- 
honse, and thus to complete the line. There was a frequent 
Rhiftfng of divisions, but the general positions of the corps re- 
mained nearly the same. 

Bumside, who had just reached Culpepper before the move- 
ment, had been directed to remain twenty-four hours there, 
and then to move forward and join the main body, 'the 
Ninth Corps was designed to form the reserves. 

It was now plain that the enemy was moving by the turn- 
pike and plankroad from Orange Courthouse, to cut us oflf 
from the intersection, and that the battle must be fought in 
the Wilderness. Lee was playing an offensive-defensive in a 
coimtry with which he was well acquainted, and where a small 
force could forbid the advance of a very large army. He Was 
moving, as we have seen, in two parallel columns upon the 
flank of our line. Grant was entirely on the offensive, and 
had a far mor'e difficult task. His artillery was paralyzed ; and 
if may be stated as a curious fact, that although there were 
nearly three hundred guns on the field, only about twenty 
were used. Much of the cavalry also fought dismoimted. 

THE BEBELS GOME T7P IN COLUMN. 

Let us now turn to the Confederate army. It consisted of 
three corps : the first, commanded by A. P. Hill, formerly an 
officer of artillery la our army, a brave and determined gen- 
eral ; the second, by B. S. Ewell, an equally good officer, who 
was a captain of cavalry before the war ; the third, by Long- 
street, whom we have already mentioned as a determined and 
rapid fighter. General Lee, the commander-in-chief, was on 
the field himself. No sooner had he an intimation of our 
crossiDg, than he moved Ewell up by the turnpike, and on 



293 graut and Bm cAMPAKomi 

fhe night of fhe 4f]i Iiis Adrance division, nnder JohnjBon, 
encamped in front of Warren's left, at Parker's store, on tiie 
plankroad, three miles from Wilderness Btmu Skodes' diTision 
followed bj the same route, and Earty's took post within Gnp- 
porting distance, near Locust Grove, — all in readiness for &e 
battle which it was evident to every commander, in both 
armies, mnst be fought on Friday. 

Before day of the 6th, Johnson's diviHion gained a hill m 
their front, forming in line of battle, with John M. Jones' bri- 
gade on the right, Stafford in the centre, and'Stoart on the 
left Walker was en potence on the extreme left 
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GHAFTEB XXYIIL 

TSB BATTLE OF THE IHLDSBMESS. 
Obdvbs to Wamsmk avd Sbdowiok. — The battlb-fibld.'^Hakooos «o tbb umus* 

QniBAL ATTACK OH THB 6tB. — ^HaVOOOK's UrOOUMTKB. — SSOOKD BXBKL AS- 

aAUI.T. — QOBDOH VLAHXa OUB BiaHT. — GbAHT OH THB FIELD.— C0XHKMTi.—L08fBB. 
— 'IhUkWH BATTUE. 

0HDEB8 TO WABBEN AND SEDGWIOK. 

Haklt on the momiiig of the 6ih, the head of Warren's 
(Fifth) corps being near Parker's store, on the Orange and 
Fredericksburg plankroad, information was received that the 
enemy was coming np in force on the Orange turnpike. Or- 
ders were immediately sent to Warren to halt, concentrate his 
corps on the pike, cmd attack furiously whatever he should 
find in his front. The orders were explicit, and the manoeu- 
vres rapid. The Sixth Corps was directed to move at oaco 
by any wood-roads they might find, and support Warren, by 
taking position on his right, and joining in the attack : but 
Getty's division, of the Sixth, was detached, and hurried to 
the intersection of the Orange plankroad and the Brock road, 
with orders to hold it to the last, until Hancock, who had now 
been deflected from the march to Ghancellorsville, should 
come up into line on the left 

THE BATTLE-FIELD. 

The battle-field in front of Warren, seen from the old 
tavern, may be thus described : In front is a brook, flowing 
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northeasterlj, like the Fontanone, at Alexandria, fanght oTer 
BO furiously bj the First Consul, and Melas, in the battle of 
Marengo. A bridge spans it at the turnpike ; then the road 
rises to a ridge. On the southern slope is Major lincy's 
house, in the midst of a lawn and green meadows ; beT<Kid 
which are wooded hills and cedar thickets. On the right of 
the turnpike the pines and cedars are thickly set : a raTine 
runs through still further to the right, on either side of which 
are the lines of Warren and Ewell. An Indian battle-gronnd 
. truly, of broken, irregular surface, and almost impenetraUe 
undergrowths ; and yet here nearly a quarter of a million of 
ciyilized troops were to meet in the shock of battle. 

The fighting began at twelye o'clock of the Sth. Warren 
had c(»ne into position, and attacked as directed, with the dl« 
vision of Griffin, supported by that of Wadsworth. So ener* 
getic was the attack, that Ewell was driven back for some dis- 
tance. Eveiy thing would have been well, had it not been for 
want of the expected supports. Want of roads, and the ex- 
treme denseness of the thicket, had prevented the Sixth Corps 
from coming up in time, and thus completing the programme. 
Thus the veiy ardor of our attack exposed the flank of Griffin. 
The enemy, quick to take advantage of this, rolled him back, 
with a loss of two guns. Wadsworth and Ayres, after desperate 
fighting, were forced back. In the mean time, Crawford's divi* 
sion, which had the advance in the morning, had been with- 
drawn to the right towards the pike, formed on the left of 
Wadsworth, and att&cked with him. When Wadsworth was 
driven baek, Crawford, in his turn, was for a time isolated, 
and although extricated, it was not without the loss of many 
prisoners. Thus all the ground gained was given up. 

Ewell's corps made desperate efforts against Warren to turn 
his left flank, before Hancock could come up. v.Gtetty (second 
division of Sixth Corps) came into position as ordered, on the 
Orange plankroad, just in time to find our cavalry forced 
back by the overwhelming numbers of A. P. Hill's advance. 
With cool sagacity, Getty deploys his command on both sides 
of the road, takes the head of the advancing enemy in a ct(2-<ie- 
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9a4ij pours in a deadly volley, and ohecks ihem there tmtil 
Hancock can come up. 

The fighting was desperate and frightful ; men were 'shot 
down by nnseen enemies, and the confasion seemed inextri- 
cable. Johnson's di'vision was precipitated upon Warren. 
Jones' brigade was driren back, and Jones and his aid kiUed 
in their efforts to rally his men. Stuart comes into the gap 
made by the retreat of Jones' brigade, and in turn our men 
are driven back ; Bhodes' division comes up in rear of John- 
son, with the brigades of Daniel and Gordon ; and so vigor- 
ons is their movement, that they push our centre back' and 
capture a number of prisoners. Such was the fighting in 
front of the Fifth Corps, and Getty's division of the Sixth. 
Warren lost terribly, but was not driven back far. 

The Sixth Corps alsp sustained some attacks while coming 
into position. It was not until towards evening that it suc- 
ceeded in making its way through the tangled thicket, and in 
forming a connection with the Fifth. But Httie was effected 
by either of th^e corps after the first attack of the Fifth. 
The red tide of battle swayed back and forward on the right, 
left, and centre, without important success on either side. On 
the whole, up to this time, the advantage seemed to be with 
the enemy ; but it was not long to remain so. 

HANCOCK TO THE BESCX7E. 

It was now two o'clock. The orders deflecting Hancock 
from Chancellorsville had not been sent a moment too soon. 
They were obeyed with such alacrity, that his arrival on the 
field was not a moment too late. He was directed to form at 
once, and attack with Getty. 

In the early afternoon, Hancock*, ever ready in the hour of 
danger, formed a double line in front of the Brock road, 
and was soon engaged with Hill's corps, which had come 
up by the planfcroad on the right of Ewell. Hill's corps 
consisted of the divisions of Anderson, Heth, and Wilcox, 
an of them West Point men, formerly in our army. Han- 
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cock attacked Tigoronslj, driTing in the skirmifihers of Heih, 
irho was in advance. The battle raged forioxislj for three 
hours ; and, as in the other part of the field, it swayed ba<2k 
and forth nntil eyening. When Heth was nearly overpoir* 
ered, Wilcox moved up in his rear, cm the right and lefl of 
the plankroad, first one brigade, and then another; and at 
haJf-'past four, Hill's corps was follj deployed in Hancock's 
front. 

The attack of Hancock and Qetbj was at first saccesBtiily 
although the enemy resisted stubbornly; but at length Motfs 
division of the Second Corps gave way, thus forming a tem- 
porary break in our line. Into this, with characteristic im^ 
petuosity, rushed Brigadier-General Alexander Hays, with 
the Second Brigade of Bimey's division^ to repair ii He 
was shot dead while gallantly leading his command into the 
thickest of the fight. 

While this was pending, the enemy's columns now being 
distinctly seen in motion across towards the Orange plank- 
road, the division of Wadsworth and Baxter s brigade, all of 
the Fifth Corps, were marched over in that direction, to join 
and attack with Hancock. But again the impracticable 
nature of the country retarded their march, so that thej did 
not arrive in time before dark to do more than drive in the 
enemy's skirmishers, and confront him, in readiness for the 
coming battle of th'e morning. 

The coming of night, it was supposed, hadrput an end to 
the carnage. So desperate had been the enemy's attacks, 
and so determined his resistance to ours, that most com- 
manders would have now been inclined to act upon the de- 
fensive. The nature of the ground, the great losses, and tiie 
small results were enough to discourage ordinary men. But 
it was not so with Grant. Our columns had now completed 
their junction. With characteristic firmness and cheerful- 
ness, after having received the reports of his commanders^ 
he issued orders for a general attack to be made bj each 
corps on whatever it confronted, at five o'clock the next 
morning. Greek had met Greeki and the tug of war was to 
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oome. Those mighty hoets lay in close contact with each 
other, and in one place so near that ihe combatants drew 
Hhear water from the same streaoL Both generals determined 
to attack in the morning. 

GENERAL ATTACK ON THE 6tH. 

The arrangements for fighting the next day were these: 
Bttmflide was moTed np to take post for a time in the gap 
between Warren and Hancock, between the Orange plank- 
Toad and the tmnpike ; while Getty's division of the Sixth 
Corps, and Wadsworth's division of the Fifth, remained de- 
tached as before, on the left of the Fifth, to re-enforce Han- 
cock's right, npon which it was evident the most violent 
storm of the battle wfts to fall. Our line then was thus dis- 
posed from right to left ; — Sedgwick, Warren, Bmnside, Han- 
cock. It lay north and soath, facing west, and was about five 
miles long. 

Swell's corps was now in front of Sedgwick and Warren, 
and Hill in front of Hancock. Longstreet, after a long march, 
has arrived during the night to re-enforce Hill. The sagacity 
of Grant in thus re-enforcing Hancock is now apparent, for 
otherwise the rebels wonld have overpowered him. To fill 
ti^e gap in the rebel line between Ewell and Hill, Wilcox had 
been moved to his left to join on to Ewell ; and there, still 
ignorant of Longstreet's coming, he intrenched himseU. 

Thns began a series of desperate conflicts from right to 
left, a repetition of tiie terrible carnage of the day before. 
Se^^wick contrived to hold his position in the right, and 
Warren his place in the line. 

Hancock's encounteb. 

Bat Che principal fighting, as was anticipated, is in front of 
Hancock. Attacking at five o'clock precisely, with two divi- 
sions nnder Bimey and Getiy, and with Wadsworth also, on 

Hill's flank, he drives Heth and Wilcox, of HiU's corps, a 

18» 
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mile and a half to the rear, and within a hundred and fi% 
jards of Lee's headquarters. He takes possession of their 
rifle-pits, many prisoners, and fiye stands of colors ; but by 
eleven o'clock they have succeeded in slowly driving him 
back. It was at the critical moment, when the enemy was in 
some confusion, that Longstreet had appeared upon the fidd. 
McLaws' division of his corps, led by Kershaw's brigade, is 
handsomely deployed under fire ; Field's division comes into 
the line, which is further strengthened by Anderson's division 
of Hill's corps; and these heavy masses now make over- 
whelming efforts to double up our left flank, and throw the 
whole army back upon the river. By eleven o'clock Han- 
cock is driven back, and in danger of being turned, but sus- 
tains himself in the new position to which he has fallen back 
Wadsworth, pushing forward into a weak point between 
the rebel corps on Hancock's right, fights with the utmosl 
gallantry to rally the retiring colunms, has two horses shoi 
under him, and at length falls, and dies the next day in the 
enemy's hands. General Ctotty, seriously wounded early in 
the action^ refuses to leave the dubious field until compelled 
by loss of blood to do so. 

SEOOKD REBEL ASSATTLT. 

There is now a lull in the battle, until four o'clock in the 
afternoon, betokening the still heavier massing of the enemy's 
troops in front of Hancock. At that hour the engagement 
again opens under the following circumstances : (reneral Lee 
advances with Longstreet's corps (that general having been 
wounded) against Hancock, and the rebel troops halting about 
a hundred yards from our intrenchments, keep up a musketry 
fire for nearly an hour, xmder the effect of which a portion of 
Mott's command and several of Bimey's division retire from 
their lines. Into the gap thus formed a few rebels rush ; but 
Carroll's brigade, moving by the left fiank, come opportunely 
to fill the breach, and thus the line is restored. 

Not long after Hancock is thus pressed by the concen- 
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trated forces of the enemy-— that is, after foiir o'clock in the 
afternoon — ^Bumside attacks towards the Orange plankroad, 
to the rigjit and in advance of Hancock's position ; but the 
enemy is enabled to hold his line strongly in Bumside's front, 
™a L Ninth Corp.. rfl» «.«e iJL, flghtt^, i, ^- 
drawn at nightfall, taking position between the Second and 
Fifth Corps. 

The skill and yalor of Hancock, the Brmness of Gibbon, 
and the distinguished gallantry of Colonel Carroll, command- 
ing the Third Brigade of Gibbon's division, dashed Lee's 
hope of piercing onr left, which, for a moment, it was feared 
ha might do. 

GORDON FLANKS OUR RIGHT. 

And now the wearied Union army might well hope that the 
fighting for the day was over ; but they were mistaken. At 
sunset, a heavy column of attack, under General Gordon — 
permitted to advance at his solicitation — moved from the 
extreme left of the enemy, which extended for a brigade front 
beyond our right, and, amid the deepening shadows, burst 
upon that flank, held by Bickett's division. Our men were 
worn out, and had thrown themselves upon the ground to rest, 
unconscious of the danger which was brewing. The result was 
a complete sui^prise. The roar of cannon and the flashing 
of a thousand muskets, heralded the instant charge of the 
enemy. On they came, like a whirlwind, on the flank and in 
front, rolling up and capturing the brigades of General Tru- 
man Seymour and General Shaler ; but the promptness of 
Sedgwick, commanding the corps, checked their advance, and 
prevented any further confusion. General Seymour was par- 
ticularly imfortunate. He had that very day taken command 
of the Second Brigade of the Third Division, and had behaved 
with the greatest gallantry. We may say, in passing, that 
when marched as a prisoner to Bichmond, he took occasion 
to teU the rebels, in the boldest manner, some unpalatable 
truths as to the issue of the war ; which, if they had acted 
upop them, would have led to an earlier ending. 
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This liittd saccees of Qie enemy could not jnfiiify the rebel 
boasting with which it was announced : besides, it was very 
soon to be more than oyerbalanced ; and Grant's great army, 
baptized by the fire, stood as firm as a rode in qxite of it. li 
became necessary, however, to transfer the sick and wonndad 
from the Germania Ford road to the one leading to CSian- 
cellorsTille ; and as for the ford, if Lee wanted that, Grant 
presented it to him as a free gift He did not want it, how- 
ever : business led him in the other direotidn. Indeed, both 
armies had been greatly fatigued by the terrible fight. Grant 
threw out a skirmish line to develop the enemy, while Zjee 
remained resting behind his intrenchments. 

During the fighting of Thursday and Friday, Wilson's 
division of the cavalry moved from Parker's store towards the 
Gatharpin road, where it had several passages of arms with 
Stuart's rebel cavahy. For a time Wilson became isohited, 
and was fiercely attacked. He succeeded, however, in cutting 
his way through and rejoining the main body under Sheridan. 
On the 6th, Sheridan held the left flank and rear of our army, 
repulsing all Stuart's attempts to penetrate around our flanks, 
and on the 7th he repulsed the enemy with severe loss at 
Todd's tavern. 

The fighting of the 6th of May substantially terminated what 
has become famous in history as the battle of the Wilderness ; 
for on the next day, the 7th, Hancock's advance found Lee 
withdrawn from his immediate front, and pushing forward, 
discovered him in a new line, strongly intrenched, near 
Parker's store, and connecting with his intrenched line on the 
turnpike. 

GRANT ON THE FIELD. 

The headquarters of the lieutenant-general, during Thurs* 
day and Friday, were in rear of our centre, near the junction 
of the plankroad and a small road leading to Parker's store. 
Most of the time he was on a piny knoll with Meade, just in 
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rear of Warren. Those who observed him during the ac- 
tions were struck with his unpretending appearance^ and his 
imperturbable manner. Neither danger nor responsibilitj 
seemed to affecthim ; but he seemed, at times, lost in thought, 
said occaisionallj, on the receipt of information, would mount 
bis horse and gallop off to the point where he was needed, to 
return with equal speed to his post of observation. 

003OCENTS. 

We may now pause for a moment to consider the desperate 
nature of the struggle in the Wilderness. Desperate it was 
in the extreme. Over a line of battle of six miles in length, ' 
in a thickly tangled country, adding confusion to slaughter. 
General Grant had forced his way past the enemy ; had com- 
pelled him to abandon his works, positions, and plans of 
battle ; but had neither demoralized nor thoroughly beaten 
him. On the other hand, Lee had no reason to boast of any 
success in his attacks. The rebel attack of Gordon upon 
Sedgwick had indeed given them some prisoners of ours, and 
had cut off Sedgwick's communication with Germania Ford ; 
but as Grant had no intention whatever of returning, or of 
even holding the ford after his trains were safe, this apparent 
success of the enemy Was really valueless ; and when Grant 
withdrew Sedgwick, Lee, in concern about his right flank, 
had neither time, men, nor disposition to occupy Germania 
Ford. 

Indeed, after the battle of the Wilderness, Lee, for a mo- 
ment uncertain how severe Grant's losses were, thought we 
were retreating to Fredericksburg, to cover Washington. He 
was not long in doubt, for Bumside and Sedgwick were soon 
found to be in motion by the old ChanceUorsville road towards 
Spottsylvania. 

He had also other means of gaining information. Spies 
and traitors 'were all around our headquarters. Our signals 
were discovered and repeated; and, with a rapidity that 
savored of magic and diabolic arts, no sooner had an order 
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been issued by Grant, than it was known at Lee's headquar- 
ters. On the other hand, we had no such information. There 
were not in the rebel ranks, wicked as they were, men as vile 
as Northern traitors, who, while wearing the uniform of the 
Kepublic, living on its bounty, and sworn to protect its glori- 
ous banner, were in secret league with the enemy, and doing 
more to defeat Grant's plans than did the men who were ar- 
rayed in battle against him. 

LOSSES. 

Our losses in these battles were not less than fifteen thou- 
sand men. The loss of the Confederates was not less than 
8,000, including several generals. Among those whom we 
could ill afford to lose were Generals Wadsworth and Alexan- 
der Hays, shot dead while gallantly leading the advance to 
repair the breach in our line on the afternoon of the 5th,— the 
former, a remarkable example of self-^crificing patriotism. 
Past the prime of life, rich in the world's goods, of the highest 
social station, and distinguished in a poHtical career, he 
needed nothing to gratify an honorable ambition ; but, a loyal 
and loving son of the Kepublic, he had taken up arms to m- 
sure her integrity, and he gave, as he was ever ready to give, 
his life in vindication of the noble cause. 

To an equally ardent patriotism. General Hays added the 
noble ambition of an educated and experienced soldier. 
Frank, brave, quick, and energetic, he was the model of a 
commander. His men loved him, and followed him, because 
he not only commanded, but led them ; and although not in 
the highest position, we sustained no greater loss on that day 
than that of the noble Hays. 

Among our wounded were Hancock (slightly), Gtetty, Gregg, 
Owen, Bartlett, and Carroll. 

The rebels suffered also in the loss of generals. Long- 
street, shot, they say, by one of his own men, was thrown out 
of the field for the rest of the year ; and, with no disparage- 
ment to others, he was their best corps commander. John M. 
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Jones, well remembered as one of the most efficient officers at 
West Point for many years, Jenkins, and Stafford, were killed. 
Pegram, Pickett, and Hunter were wounded. 

DiUWN BATTLE. 

In brief epitome, we may say that, considered in its imme- 
diate result, the battle of the Wilderness was a drawn battle. 
In the light of after events it does not so appear. It was the 
grand and bloody initiative of a splendid campaign, in which 
Iiee was to be driven to Bichmond, and eventually sur- 
rounded and captured there. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

ON TO BIOHMOND. 
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SUSPENSE AT THE NOBTH.* 

Throughout the country, the people, uniirf ormed of Grants 
plans, were in a state of great excitement ; and, schooled as thej 
were to expect disasters in Virginia, they would not have been 
astonished had his army made a "masterly retreat" across the 
Bapidan. The wild excitement in Washington during those 
l^attles cannot be described. It extended to the President 
and the War Department. High functionaries sat up all 
night to receive intelligence from the field. Orders were 
given to the outposts, mostly guarded by the Invalid Corps, 
to arrest all fugitives, not to permit a single man to enter the 
defences of Washington, and to put all officers who should be 
found retreating, in irons. The crowd of fugitives was great 
and sickening, and among the officers thus ironed and brought 
to the War Department, it is a significant fact that there were 
four colonels : so that at the very moment Grant was carrying 
out his plans of advance, and before his dispatches coidd be 
received, it was feared that his whole army was in retreat. 
This horrible fear and suspense were, however, soon dis- 
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pelled. The good news came, and with it came a call for re- 

enforcements. Lee was not driven from the field in ront. 

Tliifl hope, if it had been entertained, was not realized ; bat 

tiie conntiy breathed freely at the assurance that, ia default 

of this, Grant was pushing him slowly but sorely down to his 

defences at lUchmond. Every available man was sent to the 

front. The heavy artillery regiments, which had been recruited 

for the purpose of forming garrisons, were pushed forward, 

and the last volimteers took their place. The President 

of the United States, now that the first suspense had been 

removed, proposed public prayers and thanksgiving, in 

token of our gratitude to God, and our dependence upon his 



lee's beteeat. 

At daybreak on Saturday, the 7th of May, hostilities were 
again resumed. Our artillery opened upon the enemy's posi- 
tions, and skirmishers were thrown out. It soon became evi- 
dent that battle tactics were f er a time ended, and that grand 
tactics would be the order of the day. And here it should be 
observed how closely the minds of Lee and Grant divined and 
followed the plans of each other. Grant, as we have said, had 
abandoned Germanna Ford, and withdrawn Sedgwick, march- 
ing him to the rear and left Lee had instructed Anderson 
(now* commanding Longstreet's corps) to move to Spottsyl- 
vania in the morning. Fortunately, Anderson moved that 
night at ten o'clock. 



* EzxouTiYS Mansiok, WABHDfOTOir, May 9, 1864. 

To THB FRimrDB OF Union and Libbbtt : 

Enoagh 1b known of the army operations within the last five days to claim 

OTir espedal gratitude to God. While what remains undone demands oar most 

rinoere piayen to and reliance upon Him (without whom all hnman effi>rt is 

Tain), I recommend that all patriots^ at their homes, in their places of public 

worship, and wherever they may be, unite in common thanksgiving and prajer 

to Almighty Qod 

Abraham Likgolh. 
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There was a little desultory fighting in our front ; but, by 
noon on Saturday, the fact was fully developed that Jjee was 
abandoning his intrenchments, and moving down rapidly by 
his right, on a road parallel to our projected movement, in or- 
der to give us check at Spottsylvania Courthouse. The two 
armies moved simultaneously. On the night of the Tib, War- 
ren's (Fifth) corps, preceded by a column of cavalry, moved 
southward by the Brock road, followed, with closed intervals^ 
by Hancock's (Second) corps, through Todd's tavern ; Sedg- 
wick by way of Ghancellorsville ; and Grant's headqaartera 
were moved to the road running northeast from Todd's tav- 
ern, and crossing the Ny near Piny Branch Church. During 
the movement, Grant and Meade, with their sta&, were con- 
sulting at the front, and constantly exposed to the fire. 

The cavalry, after some skirmishing near Todd's tavem, 
had at length a general battle, in which our forces were only 
successful in holding their ground; but retarded the move- 
ments of the corps by blocking the roads. 

The Fifth and Second corps were pressed forward on 
the Brock road on Saturday •night and Sunday morning. 
The Fifth, notwithstanding its great fatigue, was not suf- 
fered to rest, but marched all Saturday night. The Sixth 
and Ninth, on the east, in that order, by the Orange plank- 
road and the turnpike, preceded by the trains, were also in 
movement, all converging to Spottsylvania Courthouse. In 
order to clear the dense roads, it was found necessary to jnove 
the trains by daylight, which gave information to the enemy, 
and enabled him to meet our movements with correspond- 
ing checks. 

Lee was retreating to the same point by a parallel line to 
the west, but in perfect order. Master of the situation, he 
displayed great skill in turning to the left, and striking sharp, 
well-aimed blows, for which Grant was prepared, and which 
he returned with interest. Thus was fought the battle known 
as "Alsop's Farm," where the Fifth Corps received one of 
these attacks. 
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The Fifth Corps arriyed at a clearing within two and a half 

miles of Spottsjlvltnia, and here encountered the corps of 

Ix>iigstreet, prepared to dispute our advance towards the court- 

lioxLse. Longstreet's corps had arrived at that point, by a 

parallel road, and without the delay of Warren. The battle 

began before reaching the field of conflict, by an engagement 

between the cavalry who had marched in Warren's front, 

'with the enemy's cavalry. Warren pushed rapidly down the 

road, meeting with slight resistance, until he came into the 

clearing of about one hundred and fifty acres, which was 

Alsop's farm. Here he found the enemy's artillery posted, 

and ready to contest his advance. 

Warren posted his batteries on the right, where he could 
command those of the enemy ; and after a fierce duel of can-» 
non, he advanced Bobinson's division to the assault. The 
intense heat of the day added to the labors and sufferings of 
iiie troops. Robinson's men were compelled to retire in 
confusion; but Griffin came up on the right, and Crawford 
drove the rebels out of the wood on Griffin's left Wads- 
worth's division (under Cutter) advanced and drove them 
back on our right, and thus our line was formed near the 
enemy and intrenched. Generals Griffin* and Bobinson were 
particularly distinguished: the latter was shot in the knee 
early in the action, and disabled. The Sixth Corps was at 
once ordered up to take position on Warren's left, and the 
Second Corps posted tempqrarily at Todd's tavern. 

In thus advancing and seeking the enemy, every corps 
was more or less engaged during the day. Miles' brigade, 
of the Second Corps, was vigorously attacked by the enemy 
at Corbyn's Bridge, but that gallant young officer, who had 
already been more than once severely wounded in former 
battles, ptmished the insolence of the brigade of the enemy 
by first repulsing his attack, and then driving him from the 
field. 

Wilson, who had been sent forward to feel the way, actually 
penetrated into Spottsylvania Courthouse ; but as it was im- 
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possible for the infantiy to come to his support, be was 
obliged to retire. 

The armies had now reached the scene of more desperate 
fighting; and fallj aware of what was before him, Grant 
spent the morning of the next day, Monday, the 9th, in prep- 
aration ; the Fifth and Sixth corps pressing the enemy, derel- 
oping his position, and seeking for points of attack for ti)6 
deadly struggle. 

Early in the morning, two divisions of the Ninth Oorps hay- 
ing been moved to the Fredericksburg road, had driven the 
enemy handsomely across the Ny. In the evening, the whole 
of the Second Corps moved up from Todd's tavern, and came 
into line on the right of the Sixth; except Mott's divisioit 
which was sent to take post on the left of the Sixth. 

It was also on the 9th that Sheridan was sent on a co- 
operating and diversionary raid, to which we shall presently 
allude. 

ArtUlery was put into position ; divisions were marched aod 
countermarched. Warren was in the centre. Hancock had 
now moved up on the right, and Sedgwick was on the left 
The wings were thrown back, to watch the corps of Hill and 
Swell, which had reached the courthouse and taken position 
some distance in front of it on Saturday night. During the^e 
movements, Brigadier-Gteneral William H. Morris, command- 
ing First Brigade, Third Division, Sixth Corps, was severely 
wounded. 



GENERAL SEDGWICK KILLEI). 

While strengthening the position, and when only a Uttle dtis- 
ultory skirmishing was going on. General Sedgwick was in 
the front of the extreme right of his corps, with a few of his 
staff, superintending the posting of some guns. An occasional 
shot from a sharpshooter whistled, with elongated sound, about 
the group, causing some of the men to wince. The general 
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j€ilked fliem about iheir nervousness, saying, *'PooIi, men, 
they can't hit an elephant at that distance." The words had 
liardly passed his lips, when a ball pierced his face, jnst below 
the left eye, and with a serene smile, as if connected with his 
last words, he fell, the blood streaming from his nostrils. He 
died immediately, as he would have asked to die if he could 
have chosen the manner of his death. Words of enlogium 
-which would seem like flattery if spoken of other men, are in-^ 
adequate to express his virtues. A thorough soldier, a skilful 
general, and one of the very best of men, he was at once re- 
spected and beloved by all who knew him. Simple in heart 
' and manner ; modest as a youth ; very generous to aU around 
him; never seeking his own aggrandizement to the detriment 
of others, but rather preferring theirs to his own ; he was the 
modem example of Chaucer's "very parfit, gentil knight." 
ForeTer green be the turf above his quiet grave at Cornwall 
Hollow, watered by the tears of friendship, and cherished by 
the pious care of patriot pilgrims. 

GENERAL WRIGHT TAKES THE SIXTH CORPS. 

The command of the Sixth Corps was now devolved upon 
(General H. G. Wright, an engineer officer of distiuction, 
whose after-career showed that he was eminently worthy oV 
it. Bumside came into position on the extreme left, on the 
10th, to complete our lines around Spottsylvaniai Having 
established his lines, Grant now determined to test the 
strength, and find the exact positions, of the enemy. 

To this end, on the afternoon of Monday, he ordered a new 
advance. It had been a race for Spottsylvania Courthouse, 
and the rebels, having the inside track, had won' it by only 
ten minutes. 

We had now occupied Fredericksburg as a teiu^orary 
depot of wounded, and ponton-bridges were laid below the 
town, so as to complete the communication with Aquia Creek, 
and thence to Washington. It was now Tuesday morning, 
the 10th of May. The position of the troops was substan- 
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tially the same as on the day before. The enemj had been 
diiven to his breastwocks. Our line was complete : batteries 
covered our right flank, and also our left centre ; a dense 
forest was in our front. The enemy's centre was well advanced ' 
on a commanding ridge, protected by breastworks, forest, 
and underbrush, and the marshy ground of the httle creek 
lying on their front. 

Before moving to the attack, the general ordered a fire of 
artillery from all our batteries during the forenoon. The as- 
sault was then ordered to be made by portions of the Fifth 
and Sixth Corps. Hancock, who had been moved out across 
the Po to capture a train, was drawn back to join in the 
attack. The enemy attacked two of his advanced brigades, 
while he was withdrawing them, but were repulsed. Greneral 
Bice was killed in the action. 

Barlow, in his retreat, repulsed an attack by Heth's rebel 
division, but losing one gun, which,.being jammed among the 
trees in a narrow road, he could not withdraw. 

Late in the afternoon. Colonel Upton, with the Second 
Brigade of the First Division of the Sixth, and D. A. Russell, 
in advance, with the Third Division, made a memorable and 
successful charge towards the close of the day.. They sprang 
over the enemy's works, took upwards of a thousand prison- 
ers and several cannon, and only retired, being obUged to 
abandon the captured artillery, because they were so far in 
advance as to make the position perilous, and were not sup- 
ported by Mott on their left. Mott, however, succeeded in 
forming connection with the Ninth Corps, which had now 
moved to the left from the Fredericksburg road. 

Although the carnage had been so great as to make the 
losses on our side not far from ten thousand, and the rebels 
not much less, the battle was indecisive. Again had the rival 
generals divined each other's purposes, and terrible shocks 
had been the result. Thus ended the first day of -the battle 
of Spottsylvania Courthouse, and the troops rested on their 
arms, feeling sure that a struggle as desperate awaited them 
on the morrow, or, at least, at a very early time. 



ON TO BIGHMOND. 311 

The momiiig of "Wednesday, tlie llth, rose bright and clear, 
and the closeness of contact of the two armies caused des« 
nliory fighting at many points, bnt no general engagement. 
"We had lost veiry heavily, probably at least thirty-five thou- 
sand men, since the beginning of the campaign ; but we had 
taken many prisoners, had inflicted terrible losses upon the 
enemy, and re-enforcements were rapidly pushing forward to 
us, — among the material of which, it is a significant fact that 
there were heavy artillery trains, designed for siege service at 
lUehmond. 

"What General Grant thought of the military situation may 
be gathered from the following hopeful dispatch to the Secre* 
tary of War : 

HxADQUABTEBS IX THS FiELD, May 11, 1864, 8 A. x. 

We have now ended tbe sixtli day of very heavy fighting. The lesnlt^ to 
ibis time, is much in our &vor. 

Out loflBes have been heavy, as well as those of the enemy. I think the 
leas of the enemy most be greater. 

We have taken over five thoosand prisoners l>y battle, while he has taken 
from ns bat few, except stragglera *•*' 

I TBOiPOBB TO FIOZZT IT OUT ON THIS LIKl!, IF IT TAKES AIiL BUmiEIL 

' tJ. S. Qrajstt, Lieutenant^neral, 
Commanding the Annies of the United States. 

No words conld tell the story better. The last sentence is 
one of those eloquent epigrams, nnconscionslj uttered, of 
which the people immediately took hold, and upon which the 
changes have been rung ever since. It spoke volumes. 

At eleven o'clock on Wednesday, it is said that General 
Lee sent a flag of truce to Grant, asking an armistice of forty- 
eight hours to bury the dead ; and that Grant very properly 
returned an answer refusing it, and saying that he had no 
time to bury his own. We do not vouch for the story ; but if 
it be title, it indicates Lee's weakness, and Grant's determina- 
tion of advance. 

On this day, having assured himself that the enemy's left 
was so well guarded and so strong as to foil our attempts to 
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crush it, arrangements were made by General Qrant to attack 
his centre at a salient point. 

Wednesday, the second day of the battle, was passed iu 
manoeuyring, reconnoitring, and desultory skirmishing. The 
enemy had strengthened his right and right centre with artil- 
lery, and it was evident that from, that point he expected to 
make his strong connter-attack. But the prescience of Geu* 
eral Grant was not at fault. 

E^ain fell during the afternoon, and under the cover of the 
licavy weather, Grant issued his orders to Hancock to leave 
his position in front of A. P. Hill, and, marching by the left 
flank, to take posts between the Sixth and Ninth corps, so as 
to be ready to attack in the morning. Hancock moved a little 
after midnight, favored by the storm and the darkness, to with- 
in twelve hundred yards of the enemy. Wright was directed 
to extend his left, to concentrate on that wing, and to be ia 
readiness to assault. Warren was also to make a diversion- 
ary attack on the enemy's left, in his front, in order to keep 
him engaged in his lines at that point ; while Bumside, with 
the Ninth Corps, was ordered to assault vigorously on the ex- 
treme left. 



HANCOCK S FEAT OF ABltfS. 

The morning of Thursday, the 12th, dawned, enveloped ip an 
auspicious fog of great denseness. The orders were given in 
silence. The Second Corps was formed in two lines. Bar- 
low, with the First Division, in two lines, occupied the 
centre, and Bimey, with the Third Division, was on his 
right; the Second and Fourth, under Gibbon and Mott, 
formed the second line. The point of attack was a salient 
angle of earthworks, held by Johnson's division of Ewell's 
corps. Silently and unseen, the corps moved upon the 
unsuspecting enemy. They passed over the rugged and 
quite exposed space, the enthusiasm growing at every step, 
until, with a terrible charge, and a storm of cheers, they 
roached the enemy's works, scak'd thciu in front autl liauk, 
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sorpridng the rebels at their breakfast, surroTmding them, 
and captoring Edward Johnson's entire division, iHth its 
general ; two brigades of other troops, with their commander, 
Brigadier-Oeneral George H. Stuart; and thirty gons. The 
number of prisoners taken was between three imd four 
thousand* It was the most decided success yet achieved 
during the campaign. When Hancock heard that these gen- 
erals were taken, he directed that they shpuld be brought to 
him. 0£fering his hand to Johnson, that officer was so 
affected as to shed tears, declaring that he would have pre- 
ferred death to captivity. He then extended his hand to 
Stuart, whom he had known before, saying, " How are you, 
Stuart?" but the rebel, with great haughtiness, repUed, ''I 
am General Stuart, of the Confederate army; and, under 
present circumstances, I decline to take your hand.'* Han- 
cock's cool and dignified reply was : '' And under any other 
circumstances, general, I shoidd not have offered it." 

Hancock's pencil dispatch to Grant, within an hour after 
the column of attack had been formed, was in these words : 
" I have captured from thirty to forty guns. I have finished 
up Johnson, and am now going into Early." Early, it w^ be 
remembered, also commanded a division of Ewell's corps. 
A few of the foremost men then pushed upon the second 
line of rifie-pits, and, notwithstanding a desperate resistance, 
entered them^ but were captured* But if the enemy had 
been surprised, he now made the most desperate efforts to 
recover his lost ground, and our success was not followed 
up. The Ninth Corps on the left, and the Sixth Corps 
on the right, were at once pushed forward to support Han- 
cock's advance; while on the opposite side, Ewell was re- 
enforced by divisions from the coi'ps of Hill and Longstreet. 
While the battle was thus concentrated on our left, Warren 
became hotly engaged on our right ; but although he chtu:ged 
with great vigor and intrepidity, the enemy's position in his 
front was found to be impregnable. Thus for three hours 
the fighting continued ; but although we resisted the desperate 
attacks of the enemy upon Hancock and Bmnside, it was 
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eTident thai we ootild make no fariher advance. The ground 
was, in our front, swept by a storm of projectiles of eveij 
kind. The captured cannon, covered by the muskets of sharp- 
fithooters on both sides, could not, for a long time, be secured 
by either ; but we finally got off twenty pieces, and the remain- 
der were subsequently withdrawn by the enemy. At noon it 
began to rain. The Fifth Corps, leaving only a weak line of 
skirmishers, was mosred to the left, as it was found that the 
enemy was continually massing his <xoops in ti.e skme direc- 
tion. Neither general was deceived for a moment, and our 
attempts to turn the enemy's right, at once met by the rebel 
.x)mmander, were not successful Charge and coipitercharge 
were made until nightfall, and the carnage was terrific. "When, 
at length, night put an end to it, the armies had fought for four* 
leen hours, and the losses on either side numbered about eight 
thousand. The enemy fell back to a new defensive position, but 
the continuance of 'the storm, making the roads very heavy^ 
for a time impeded rapid movement. Here we may pause for 
a moment to consider what had been accomplished. If we 
had not succeeded in entirely routing the enemy, as only the 
ignorant or the oversanguine had expected, the jAmj of the 
Potomac had covered itsplf anew with glory. The following 

order of General Meade epitomizes the work thus far 
achieved : 

HXADQUABTEBS' ASMT OF TEB PoTOXAO, 

May IS, 1864. 

SoLDiiEBfl — ^The moment has arrived when your oommanding general feeU 
anthoriaed to address joa in terms of oongratnlation. 

For fdght days and nights, almost without intermission, in rain and son- 
shine, you have been gallantly fighting a desperate foe, in positions natnrally 
strong, and rendered doubly so by intrenchments. 

You have compelled him to abandon his fortifioations on the B^pidan, to 
retire and attempt to stop your onward progress ; and now he hdB abandoned 
the last intrenched position so tenadously held,^sujCrering a loss in all of 
dghteen guns, twenty-two colors, and eight thousand prisoners, including two 
general officers. 

Your heroic deeds and noble endurance of fatigue and privatioaiB will ever 
be memorable. Let us return thanks to God for the mercy thus shown db, 
and ask earnestly for its continuation. 
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_ Soldieni yonrworkisnot yetover. The enemy nfbat be ponoed. Mid, If 
poBBlble, overoome. The coange and fortitude yon have dispiajed lendezs 
your enmipwiding genenl oonfident your fatnre efiforti will ranilt in snooess. 

While we moam the loss of many gallant oomiadee, let bb remember the 
enemy most have suffered equals if not greater losses. 

We shall soon receive reinforcements, which he cannot expect Let ub 
determine to continue vlgoroiisly the work so well begun, and, under Qod's 
bleasiiig, in a short time the object of our labors will be accomplished. 

Geobob Q. Mbads, 
Mijor-General commanding. 
Offidal, S. WnjJAMB, A. A. G. 

Approved/ TJ. 8. Gbaht, Lieutenant-General, 

Conmianding the Armies of the ITnlted States. 

■ 

We had now the prestige of advance, and the enemy 
had been constanflj, although slowly and snllenlj, falling 
back. Our losses had been very heavy, but had been 
folly made up by re-enforcements. They may be stated as 
follows : from the crossing of the Bapidan to May 12th — 
killed, two hundred and sixty-nine officers and three thousand 
and nineteen enlisted men ; wounded, one thousand and sev- 
enteen officers, and eighteen thousand two hundred and sixty- 
one men ; missing, one hundred and seventy-seven officers, 
and six thousand six hundred and sixty-seven men. Total, 
twenty-nine thousand four hundred and ten. On this account 
the rebels amused themselves by giving Grant the cognomen 
of "butcher." The name, however, is entirely misapplied. 
There never was a kinder or more considerate* general ; but 
the carnage in these first battles was an absolute, although 
painful, necessity. No man in that army thought otherwise 
then, and no one abated a jot of heart or hope ; and if the 
end crowns the work, even the rebels will now confess that 
Grant's butchery finally slaughtered the rebellion, when noth- 
ing else ^ould have done it. 

It was now Saturday, the 14th. The enemy still held on to 
Spottsylvania Courthouse, well intrenched in a semicircular 
line. Our army was closed upon him with a concentric em- 
brace, stretched at right angles across the Fredericksburg 
road. Finding him so strongly intrench^, Grant commenced 
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to throw up lifle-^its for protection. The fighting on this day 
was desultory, and principally on the enemy's right, which he 
was constantly in fear that we should turn. 

WHO BETBEATS, QMJST OB LEE? 

Ify as General Meade's order indicates, we were satisfied 
with our successes, the rebels were equally so with what they 
called their own. They asserted that " what we represented 
as the retreat of General Lee towards Bichmond, was only a 
movement from a position abandoned by -his adversary, to 
confront him across the new road which he was obliged to 
take." " In this sense," says Pollard, " it was Grant who was 
pursued." Be it so, but it is very like the story of the man who 
caught a Tartar. General Lee is by no means so self-com- 
promising as this. It is true that in his Gteneral Order of May 
14, he announces to the army a series of successes ; but, in 
specifying them, he names the Valley of Virginia, the attack 
upon Avenll, the defeat of General Banks, the retreat of 
General Steele, and what he calls the repulse of the cavaliy 
fprce under Sheridan. All that he has to sav of his own 
action is this: ''The heroic valor of this army, with the 
blessing of Almighty God, has thus far checked the principal 
army of the enemy, and inflicted upon it terrible losses." We 
need not waste words nor torture language. Driven or led, 
or prompted 'by whatever motive, Lee's army was mov^g 
southwaxd towards Bichmond, constantly refusing its right 
flank, and being severely punished at every stand it made. 
It had been characteristic of the press on both sides, as well 
as of the early dispatches of rival generals, in most campaigns, 
to make out as fair a case, each for himself, and as dark a one 
for the enemy as possible. This is not right in th^ abstract, 
but before we entirely condemn it, we must remember the ele- 
ment of expediency. The people behind either army were 
eager and impressible, and the intelligence was often toned 
down or dressed up to suit them ; and besides, morally wrong 
as it is, the study of history shows us a universal military 
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precedent for this. The truth follows slowly, and when we 
are prepared by slow degrees for the bad news. 

The desperate shocks which had been sustained by both 
armies, and the bad condition of the roads on account of the 
rains, made the suspension of hostilities necessary. The time 
■was also spent in making provision for the wounded. As the 
direct route to Washington was beset by guerrillas, Freder- 
icksburg had been occupied as a depot. A large number of 
surgeons and agents of the Sanitary and Christian commis- 
fiions hadMbeen sent down, and a route had been established 
by steamboats and gunboats, by way of Aquiu Creek and 
Belle Plain, to Washington. It was now manifest, that if the 
army moved again to the south, Fredericksburg must be 
abandoned, and other points selected as depots ; first, on the 
Bappahannock, as at Port Boyal, and afterwards on the 
Pamunkey and York. 

s, 

t * 

THE LAND AHEAD. 

* 

Let us now look for a moment at the principal features of 
the topography in front of Grant. Spottsylvania Courthouse 
lies between the Ny and the Po ; further South are the Ta 
and the Mat rivers, and the four streams join near the rail- 
road, south of Bowling Grrcen, to form the Mattapony. 
Tliese present inconsiderable military obstacles in themselves, 
but might be used by the enemy as natural intrenchments, 
while moving southward to New Market. Beyond that, the 
country becomes more difficult ; the North and South Anna, 
with a hundred tributary creeks, present great obstacles. 
The Pamimkey, which they form by their junction, is an im- 
portant river-defence to the enemy ; and still further south the 
Chickahominy is a strong line covering the approaches to 
Bichmond. To these difficulties is . to be added the very 
desperate and gallant resistance ojBfered by .Lee's army. 

Li consideration of all these, it began to be demonstrated 
that Qrant might be forced to pujrsue his alternated design, 
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and oontinue to march alongside of the enemy bj the left 
flank, between the Mattaponj and ^e Pamnnkej, and croes- 
ing the latter nvdr out of his reach, confront him upon the 
former battle-grounds of Ciold Harbor and Qaines* MilL Bat 
Grant was loth to come to this determination without another 
trial of the enemy's strength. Sending Torbert with the caTal- 
ry eastward to Gxiiney's Station, on the railroad, he massed his 
forces on the enemy's left, on the night of the 17th, and pre- 
pared to assanlt in the morning. The attack was made with 
great gallantry upon Ewell's corps, with the design of turning 
Lee's left, but was not successful, and an admirable ripo^ 
was made by EwelL On the afternoon of the 19th, he made a 
bold attempt to turn our right That portion of our line was 
held by Tyler's division, and Eitching's brigade of heavy artil* 
lery, acting as infantry, most of whom were under fire for the 
first time. Ewell's veterans came on at a charge, and drove 
them back to the cover of the woods ; but they held their /e- 
tired position with commendable bravery, until Bimey came 
up with the Third Division of the Second Corps, in support. 
A vigorous charge of our combined forces drove tiie enemy 
from the field. Some of Warren's troops that were on the ex- 
treme right participated in the success. 

A NEW ELANEINa MOVEMENT. 

Oonvinced, by the nature and the point of the enemy*s at- 
tack, that he was making ready again to abandon his position, 
Grant at once issued orders for a new movement. At mid- 
night on the 20th, the main body of the cavalry, which had 
been posted at Mattaponax, followed Torbert to Guiney's 
Station, and advancing, drove the enemy's cavalry away from 
Guiney's Bridge and Downer's Bridge, on the Po, both a 
short distance west of the raikoad. Bowling Green was then 
occupied without a fight, But at Milford Station, on the rail- 
road, the enemy were drawn up, with artillery and rifle-pits, 
to contest the possession^ of the railroad-bridge across the 
Matt^pony. At this point there had been concentrated quan- 



ON TO BIGHMOND. 819 

tities of stores for Lee's army, which we might have captured. 
!But spies and traitors in* our camp had given timely informa- 
tion ; and although we flanked the enemy and drove him away 
precipitately^ the stores were gone. This movement of our 
cavaby was deidgned to dear the way for the advance of the 
grand army by the left flank. Here we shall leave the direct 
advance for a short time, to consider the collateral parts of 
the great programme. 



820 QRANT AND ms CAMPii.rQN& 



CHAPTER XXX. 

CO-OFEBATma XOTEHENTS. 

BhSBIDAV^S raid.— TbS BATTLB of YlLLOW TaTXRN. — J. K B. StUABT SILLBD.— 

. ThS BAIDXB8 RSAOB TRK JaICU.— FOBTOHEB OF BlGBL.— DsFXATKD BT BhSOKXK- 

RIDOX.— BOTLBB^S MOTXlfZMTS.— Hill DUFATOB.— BbAURBOAXD'B ATTAGS.^HbB- 

inCTIOALLY BXALXD. — KaUTZ^A RAID. — StaBTOK's DISPATOH. — BUTL^S FAILOBB. — 

IIOW THB WABT OF OO-OPXBATIOX AFFXOTBD GraNT. 

The co-operating movements which Grant had, as we have 
seen, so skilfollj «nd carefullj prearranged, claim a place ia 
the history, not only as parts, although subordinate, of the 
great campaign, but also, and especially, because they display 
new traits of genius and skill on the part of the great com- 
mander. The failure of some of these caused him to alter his 
plans under the pressure of circumstances, and gave him a 
thousandfold additional trouble^ The first that we shall con- 
sider, because it was made by a pqrtion of the Army of the 
Potomac, and may be considered indeed a^part of its move- 
ment, is the very successfol, well-conducted cavaliy raid of 
General Sheridan, to aid our advance by cutting Lee'S com- 
munications with Bichmond. 



SHEBIDANS BAID. 

This gallant and self-confident general moved from Spott- 
sylvania at daylight on Monday, the 9th of May, with portions 
of the three divisions of his corps, — General Merrit, with the 
First Division, leading ; General Wilson, with the Third, in 
the centre ; and General Gregg, with the Second, bringing up. 
the rear. His first direction, to deceive the enemy, was 
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towards Fredericksburg; bat when within three miles of that 
city, he turned southward, passed rapidly along the enemy's 
right flank, chiefly by the Niggerfoot road, to Child's Ford, 
and thence to the crossing of the North Anna by Anderson's 
Bridge. He captured the Beaver Dam Station on the Central 
Bailroad, destroyed two locomotives, three trains of cars, ten 
miles of the railroad track, and one million five hundred thou- 
sand rations. Here also he recaptured four hundred of our 
men who had been captured in the recent battles, and were 
being taken to the horrors of the Idbby prison at Blchmond* 
With our later knowledge of the atrocities committed in the 
rebel prisons, this latter alone was a sufficient achievement, 
had nothing else been done. At the Beaver Dam Station they 
were violently attacked by the enemy in flank and rear, and 
met with some inconsiderable losses, but their advance was 
not long impeded. 

On Wednesday morning, the 11th, Sheridan marched to the 
crossing of the South Anna Biver at Ground Squirrel Bridge, 
and sent one brigade, under General Davies, to Ashland Sta- 
tion on the railroad. There Davies burned the depot, de- 
stroyed six miles of the track, with the culverts and army 
bridges, and retomed imscathed to the main body, which h&d 
been pursuing its march southward. 

Hearing that the enemy's cavalry was in force at Yellow 
Tavern, Sheridan advanced boldly, by the way of GlenaUen 
Station, to meet him. Here he crossed swords with the re- 
doubtable General J. E. B. Stuart, and drove him away with 
loss. Stuart, no less anxious for battle than Sheridan, opened 
the fight, by attacking our advanced brigade, under Devens, 
which might have been overpowered had it not been promptly 
supported by the brigades of Custer, Gill, and Wilson. The 
greatest loss to the enemy, and a corresponding advantage to 
us, was found in the fact that General Stuart was mortally 
wounded in this action. This officer was perhaps the best 
cavalry general in the rebel service. A graduate of West 
Point in the class of 1854, he had resigned his commission in 

the United States army to join the rebel cause; and being 

14* 
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constanil J engaged in l^ginia, had greail j distingmshed him- 
self in many battles, and particularly in bold raids on the 
flanks and rear of onr army. He had now, met more than lus 
match as a raider, and his death at the hands of a raiding 
party. A man of such skill and untiring energy should hare 
fallen in a better cause. 

Pursuing his advantage gained at Yellow Tayem, Sheridan 
made a bold dash upon the outer defences of Sichmond. 
Having gained the Brook Pike, which lay west of the Yellow 
Tavern, he charged across the Brook creek or river against 
the first line, which he carried, Custer's brigade even captor- 
ing a section of artillery and iw hundred prisoners. Finding 
the second line too strong, and thoroughly commanded by 
redoubts and bastioned works, and the enemy's troops rally- 
ing, to the defence, Sheridan recrossed his advanced troops, 
and retired rapidly to the passage of the Chickahominy at 
Meadow Bridge. To cut off his retreat, he found that the en- 
emy had partially destroyed the bridge, and had conuoanded 
the ruins by a force of infantry from Bichmond. He rebuilt 
it hastily under a galling fire, and then detaching a force to 
watch the enemy on his right flank, he moved rapidly through 
Mechanicsville, by a slight detour through Cold Harbor, to a 
second crossing of the Chickahominy at Bottom's Bridge. 
After crossing he destroyed the bridge, and proceeded to Tur- 
key Bend, where he communicated by messenger with General 
Butler. Hid weary troopers reached HaxaU's, on the James^ 
on the 14th of May. 

As compared with the encounters of large armies, the terri- 
ble shocks of battle, in which thousands f eJl, such exploits as 
this of Sheridan's bold riders are for the time eclipsed ; but 
ibis expedition, conducted with rare address and dashing 
valar^ produced moral effects upon the enemy which cannot 
be ignored. It is, besides, one of the beautiful and logical 
steps in the progress of Sheridan's reputation, which found 
its fM)me of glory in the last days of the great war. 
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THE FOBTUNES OF SIGEL. 

In accordance with the precise instructioiis £rom Q^neral 
Gtranty to which we have ahready referred, Sigel's movements 
in fhe Yallej and in Western Yirginia were commenced on 
the Ist of May. 

He confided the immediate command of the Kanawha expe- 
dition to General George Crook, who divided his forces into 
two cohunns, one of which was under General W. W. Averill. 
Soth colunmSy starting from Charleston, on the Kanawha, 
crossed the mountains bj separate routes. Without attempt- 
ing to present the details of their march, it is sufficient to our 
pnrpose to know that the column under Averill struck the 
Tennessee and Yirginia Bailroad, near WytheviUe, on the 
10th, and then moved, not unimpeded by the enemy, to New 
Biver and Christianburg. Averill destroyed the New River 
Bridge, skilfully eluded the gathering forces of the enemy, but 
did not succeed in destroying the lead-mines. He joined 
Crook at Union, in Monroe County, on the 15th. 

Crook, leaving Charleston on the same day, with three bri- 
gades, advanced rapidly, with the purpose of striking the rail- 
road at Dublin Station, between Wytheville and New River. 
Fighting the enemy, as he marched southward, at Princetown, 
and near the southwestern base of Lloyd's Mountain, he ad- 
vanced to the railroad, drove them through Dublin, and de- 
stroyed the railroad effectually, southwestward as far as New- 
beme. A large force of the enemy now appearing, he did not 
attempt to advance upon Lynchburg, but marched northward 
to Meadow Bluff, in Greenbrier County. This double expe- 
dition, although it had frightened the enemy and drawn oft 
his troops, had not succeeded as a co-operating column. 

Let us now turn to Sigel. This officer, in accordance with 
his instructions, had moved with a force not far short of eight 
thousand men, up the Shenandoah Yalley, as far as Newmar- 
ket, a town near the Manassas Gap Railroad, about fifty miles 
from Winchester, and midway between Mount Jackson and 
Harrisonburg. To meet him and contest his advajQce, the 
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tehel General Breckiiuidge had been sent by Lee to gather up 
all the forces he could hastily collect, and, leaving Jenkins and 
McCausland to resist the advance of Crook and Averill, to fall 
upon and beat SigeL Could Sigel succeed in beating him, 
and make a triumphant advance upon Staunton, and then 
strike right or left at Lynchburg or Gordonsville, the as- 
sistance to Grant would have been of incalculable value. But 
he was very far from such success. He made an entire fieul* 
ure, in part due to himself — ^that is, as far as comcemed the 
battle which he fought with Breckinridge ; and in part, as bi 
as all further movements were concerned, to the want of co- 
operation in Crook's force. 

On the 15th of May the armies of Sigel and Breckinridge 
met in the shock of battle; and although the enemy lost 
greatly, Sigel was driven back and entirely defeated, losing a 
portion of his train, six guns, and one thousand prisoners, and 
abandoning his liospitals. He retired behind Cedar Creek 
Thus one part, and an important one, of General-Grant's com- 
plex plan had been shipwrecked, and the rebel forces whiclz 
had opposed the columns of Sigel came back, with all the 
prestige of victory, to swell' Lee's forces, and make the worlr 
of the army of the Potoma^ still more difficult. 

Without loss of time, at the request of Grant, Sigel was re- 
lieved, and General David Hunter placed in command. We 
shall allude to the part he played, a little later in the nar- 
rative. 

It is time now to examine the co-operating movements of 
Butler ; for upon these Grant had placed a still stronger de- 
pendence. 

BtJTLER's HOTEMENTS. 

Butler^s force consisted of the Eighteenth Army Corps, 
commanded by General W. F. Smith, and the Tenth, com- 
panded by General Quinoy A. GiUmore. The former of these 
generals was held in great repute for his gallant services in 
the Army of the Potomac, when under McClellan and Bom- 
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side, and for his skilfnl and rapid engineering at Chattanooga. 
The latter had gained great renown by his magnificent ap- 
proaches on Morris Island, and his matchless artillery practice 
Cigainst the city of Charleston. 

At the opeiiing of the campaign, Butler's army was concen* 
izrated at Torktown and Gloucester, apparently threatening to 
move upon Bichmond upon the old track of (Jeneral McClel- 
lan. To give color to this view, a cavalry force, eighteen hun- 
dred strong, was sent to West Point, at the head of the river, 
Imt with the real design of marching across the country and 
joining the main body when it should have gained a foothold 
on the James Biver. 

On the 4th of May, Butler embarked his forces on trans- 
ports, but did not move xmtil after dark, when he went rapidly, 
down the York and up the James, unobserved by the enemy. 
Leaving one brigade of colored troops at Wilson's wharf, un- 
der General Wild, two regiments at Fort Powhatan, and 
Hink's division at City Point, he landed the main body at Ber- 
muda Hundred, a very strong position on the south bank of 
the James, in the bend of the river, three miles above the 
mouth of the Appomattox. Here he rapidly intrenched him- 
self, and the navy gunboats were placed to guard the flanks. 
Bermuda Hundred, which has become so famous a name in 
the history of the campaign, was not a town, but, when he oc- 
cupied it, boasted ten or twelve old-fashioned houses, and a 
few negro cabins. 

When he was ready to start from Torktown, he had also 
sent General Kautz, with a cavalry force, to operate on the 
railroads south of Petersburg and Eichmond. 

Thus far the expedition, cleverly conducted, had been a 
complete surprise to the enemy. We had gained a most val- 
uable point south of Bichmond ; and could our troops have 
been at once pressed forward in full force, great things might 
have been effected. 

The 6th of May was spent in making reconnoissances, and 
on the 7th, General Brooks, with five brigades, was sent to 
destroy the railroad between Bichmond and Petersburg. After 
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considerable fighting, Ihis force sacceeded in deslarojing a 
railroad-bridge about seven miles north of Petersborgy and 
tearing up a portion of the track ; but the enemy, sagacious 
and rapid, and now thoroughly alive to the condition of tilings, 
sent a heavy force, and our troops were compelled to retire. 
Little had been gained. Again a day intervened, and on the 
9th, Butler dispatched three divisions of the Tenth Army 
Corps, and two of the Eighteenth, for a more thorough 
destruction of the railroad* This force was successful in 
destroying the track ; but after a night battle, in which they 
suffered terribly, they were compelled to fall back to their 
original position. General Butler's dispatch to Secretaiy 
Stanton, on the 9th, epitomizes his successes in far too 
decided and hopeful a vein. We give some of the para- 
graphs : 

'' General Kautz, with three thousand cavahy from Suffolk, 
on the same day with our movements up the James Biver, 
forced the Blaokwater, burnt the railroad-bridge at Stony 
Creek, below Petersburg, cutting in two Beauregard's force at 
that point. 

"We have landed here, intrenched ourselves, destroyed 
many miles of-raiboad, and got a ]^osition which, with proper 
supplies, we can. hold against the whole of Lee*s army. I 
have ordered up the supplies. 

" Beauregard, with a large portion of his force, was left 
south by the cutting of the railroads by Kautz. 

" That portion which reached Petersburg, under Hill, I have 
whipped toKlay. kiUing and wounding many, and taking many 
prisoners, after a severe and weU-contested fight. 

" General Grant wiU not be troubled with any farther re- 
enforcements to Lee from Beauregard's force." 

This dispatch needs no comment. Those who follow the 
narrative will be astonished to find how much General Butler 
was deceived at 'this time. But the fighting was not over. 
These troops of Beauregard were to trouble both Butler and 
Grant. Indeed, the evening of the very day upon which this 
• dispatch was written must have opened his eyes. More time 
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was lost in resting the troops which were driven back on the 
niglit of the 9th ; and on the morning of Thursday, the 12th, 
Smith and GiUmore again moY^d forward, advancing their 
corps to the raikoad and northward — GiUmore towards Chester 
Station, and Smith by the right, along the river-bank, towards 
I>rury's Bluff and Fort Darling. This movement, vigorously 
conducted, promised to make all right again. Grossing the 
railroad, GiUmore advanced towards Chesterfield Courthouse, 
and then diverging to the right, joined Smith, against whom, 
it Tiras evident, the enemy was now massing his troops. Still 
advancing, they encountered an outer line of intrenchments, 
running across the railroad to the river. 

On the evening of the 13th, and the morning of the 14th, 
Oillmore carried the first line in his front with comparatively 
small loss, and. General Smith the first line on the right ; and 
• the enemy retired to his second and stronger line. 

While manoeuvring to attack the interior redoubts, which 
commanded the outer line, Butler received, in battle form, th^ 
true story of Beauregard's appearance. That general had 
collected the loose forces in North and South Carolina, and, 
but little impeded by Kautz's gallant raid, had come up to 
take command of the forces and country south and east of 
Bichmond, against Butler. ^ 

BEAUBEOAJEKD'S AITAGE. 

On the morning of the 16th, under cover of a thick fog, he 
made a violent onslaught on our advanced troops. First 
attacking the extreme right, held by Heckman's brigade, 
Weitzel's division. Eighteenth Corps, he drives it back, and 
captures its commander. Moving by the turnpike, another 
force drives Ashley's battery from the field, but he saves 
his guns. Smith's troops behave with the greatest gallantry ; 
but the rebels attack his liae at all points, only making feints 
upon GiUmore, who^forms the left. Smith's corps is pressed 
back. GiUmore sustains the charges now directed upon him, 
and even moves to flank the rebel attack upon Smith, when 
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orders come up from General Butler to fall back He has lost 
throe thousand men ; and in spite of great gallantry on the 
part of generals and men, he finds his army hermetically 
sealed in Bermuda Hundred, by intrenchments of the enemy 
close and parallel to our own. He can hold it with a oor« 
poral's guard ; but troops there are of no earthly use to 
Grant : they must be withdrawn and employed elsewhere. 

EAUTZ'S RAID. 

Kautz makes another ^lendid raid ; but it is now, as the 
French have it, apropos de rien : it has no bearing on Batler*5 
plans. In itself, however, it deserves special commendation. 
Starting again on the 12th (he had only -returned from the 
former raid on the 8th), he moved against the DanviQe BaQ- 
road. He first struck it, not far from Richmond, at Coalfield 
Station ; thence following the track, he reached Powhatan, 
and, crossing the Appomattox, he came to Chola. At these 
points he burned the depots, tore up the track, and destroyed 
two freight-trains, one locomotive, and a quantity of stores. 
Losing no time, he then pushed down the river by Goodes' 
Bridge and Devil's Bridge, and then southward to Wilson s 
Station, oq the Southside road. This station,^ as well as those 
at Welville and Black-and- White, he destroyed ; and then he 
made his way through Laurenceville and Jonesboro' to Jar- 
rett's Station, on the Weldon road, and thence to City Point, 
which he reached on the 17th. 

On the same day. General Butler telegraphed to Washing- 
ton the success of Kautz*s expedition ; but either he was not 
commimicative in regard to the condition of affairs within his 
own lines, or Mr. Secretary Stanton thought it prudent to 
withhold the information. The dispatch to which we refer ia 
as follows : 

Wab DfiPARTKSNT, WashiDgtou, May 17—9 r. x. 
MAJOB-QSNERAIi Dix : 

Dispatclics from General Batlcr, just received, report the snooesB of Wt 
expedition* nnder General Kantz, to cat the Danville road, and destroy the ixoa 
bridge across the Api)omattoir. 
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On McmdA J moming, the enemy in force, under ooreT of r thick fog, made 
■en Attack npon Smith's line, and forced it back in some oonfnsion, and with 
taoftfridflrable loss. But aa soon as the fog lifted, General Smith ro-established 
Ixis linee^ and the enemy was driven back to his original lines. 

At the same time, the enemj made an attack, from Petersburg, on General 
Bdtler'B fbroes goazding the rear, but were handaomelj repulsed. 

TThe tioope having been on incessant duty for five days, three of which were 
in a lain-atoim. General Butler retired leisurely within his own lines. We hold 
tlie railroad between Petersburg and Riclmiond. 

Fersoiui state that Bragg and Davis were present on the field. 

Edwin M. Staitton, Secretary of War. 

17o amoTmt of elegant euphemism can conceal the fact, that 
"whatever the causes, the movements south *of Bichmond had 
ended in lamentable failure— a failure not due to want of 
good intentions^ nor to lack of energy, but apparently to a 
"want of military aavoir /aire. According to that simple defi- 
nition of strategy, "the art of directing masses against 
decisiye points," or ^'masses against fragments," he had 
failed at the outset of the campaign, by dividing and detach- 
ing forces, instead of moving his whole force. Instead of 
moving at once, valuable time was lost in these detached 
movements. His army was badly handled. He assumed a 
weak offensive, indicating a want of military knowledge and 
experience ; and a bitter, brave, and exasperated enemy, who 
was deficient in neither, turned the tables upon liim by taking a 
strong offensive, beat him, followed him to his intrenchments, 
and hemmed him in so closely, that he was fain, wliile protected 
by the gunboats, to hurry his own defences to Completion. 

Grant was indeed beset, not simply by rebel armieSj^ led by 
skitfnl and brave general?, but by Federal failures ; — Sigel 
defeated in the west, and Breckinridge re-enforcing Lee with 
about fifteen thousand men ; Butler defeated at the south, 
and Beauregard free to send Lee a great part of his troops. 
It was necessary for him to modify, without materially alter- 
ing, his plans ; and he moved with the Army of the Potomac, 
to try an alternative thought of at the beginning — the cross- 
ing of the JameSy and the union of the armies under his own 
eye and command. 
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Let us now return to the Army of the Potomac, with 'which 
Grant had his headquarters, and which, when we left it, was 
preparing to follow its cavahry advance, under Torbert, march- 
ing by the left flank to its new destination, and to cany oat 
plans modified for the reasons presented above. Hancock's 
(Second) corps moved silently, at midiiight of the 20th, from 
its position on the Ny, near tiie courthouse, and marching by 
the left, in the track of the cavaby, to Bowling Green, crossed 
the Mattapony at Milford Bridge, which Torbert had wrested ' 
from the enemy, captunng one hundred prisoners. Long- 
street's corps moved up by a parallel road, as before from ihe 
wilderness to Spottsylvania. • 

At daylight on the morning of the 21st, Warren, with the 
Fifth Corps, pushed after Hancock, in connecting distance,' 
driving away that portion of the enemy's force which was 
again clustering around Milford Bridge. In this new order 
of movement from right to left, the whole army was pni io 
inotion during the day. But to cover the operation, Bum- 
side, before he moved with the Ninth Corps, threw out Ledlie's 
brigade in a sixong skirmish line, thus making a demonstra- 
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tion to retain the enemy in position. He then withdrew his 
eorps after nightfall^ and by a roundabout march, rendered so 
lyy small bodies' of the enemy which obstructed his direct 
advance, he arrived at Bowling Green at four o'clock on the 
afternoon of the 22d. The next morning he joined the 
advanced corps at Milford Station. 

The Sixth Corps, imder Wright, also left its place in line on 
'*' «* evening of the 21st ; and while retiring from Spottsyl- 
vania, it was attacked by Hill in force, and with great desper- 
ation, but the assault was handsomely repelled by Bussell's 
division, and the farther march unmolested. 

The enemy, entirely acquainted with our movements, was 
never for a moment irresolute. At one o'clock on Friday 
night, not more than an hour and a half after Hancock had 
moved^ Longstreet's corps was in position to contest its ad« 
vance and block its farther progress. 
Meantime, re-enforcements of men, cavalry horses, and sup- 

were busily made for the new depots that were hereafter to 
anpply him. Our losses, from the 12th of May to the 21st, 
were as follows : EiUed, one himdred and fourteen officers, 
and two thousand and thirty-two enlisted men ; wounded, two 
hundred and fifty-nine officers, and seven thousand six hun- 
dred and ninet/seveu men ; missing, tinrtyone officers, and 
two hundred and forty-eight men ; — ^total, ten thousand three 
hundred and eighty-one. 

The powers of the lieutenant-general were now most severely 
taxed and tested in the manoeuvring of a very large army, in 
an extremely difficult and thoroughly hostile country, and in 
the face oi a desperate enemy, fighting for the salvation of his 
capital, and, with it, for the very life of his cause. In the 
flanking movements which he had inaugurated, and -in which 
he must now persist until he should tak^ more permanent 
ground south of Eichmond, Grant's fiank was constantly 
exposed. His troops must be kept well together ; and he must 
be always ready to form in line- of battle, 'to receive the 
enemy's attacks. 
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It was now the momibg of the 22d of May, and Uie entire 
army — ^less the corps of Bnmside, which was stiU en route — 
had reached the banks of the North Anna, and were^^thns dift* 
posed: Tlie Fifth Corps was near Jericho Mills, with the 
Second on its left, reaching to the railroad, and coyexing Taj* 
lor's Bridge, and the Sixth in rear and reserve. 

The North Anna has in that Ticinity three important fords— 
Island, Jericho, and Chesterfield or Taylor's Bridge fords. 
About- two or three hundred yards in front (t. e., north) of Tay- 
lor's, is Long Creek, a small run parallel to the river. Tha 
ground between forms a little peninsula, occupied by fta 
Second Corps. The bridge-head in their front was a redan, 
with its faces touching the river, and protected by batteries 
and rifle-pits on the southern bank. At this bridge &e 
enemy made a determined stand. Hancock at once made his 
dispositions to drive them away and gain the bridge. The 
works were carried in the evening by a portion of Bimey's 
division ; and, during the night, one end was held by the 
enemy and one by our men* All their attempts to fire the 
bridge were frustrated. In the .morning, Hancock dashed cm, 
carried the bridge, and captured a few prisoners who were too 
slow in retiring. 

Meeting at first no considerable force in his front, he laid 
a ponton, and then marched out to find them. They were 
not far distant. First he encountered a strong skirmish line, 
and then was assaulted by the main body, who succeeded for 
a short time in driving him back ; but, massing his troops, he 
advanced in turn, drove them away, and captured a thouaaod 
prisoners. 

' ON THE NORTH ANNA. 

It was nightfall on the 22d before Bumside came up, and 
after some skirmishiag with the enemy at Oxford, took post^ 
on both banks, between Hancock and Warren. Wright, with 
the Sixth Corps, marched to take position on the right of 
Warren ; and thus they lay for the two following days, to 
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await fhe enemy's moTements. This space of time served to 
develop the fact that the enemy was still strongly in onr 
front, posted in a wedge form, with the angle or apex point* 
ing to the space between Hancock and Warren. He was 
thus threatening onr weak point, and catting the communi- 
cation. 

It may be well to state the positions a little more mi- 
untely. The Sixth Corps was on the south side, on our right, 
crossing the Central Bailroad, and extending to Little Aiver. 
l^ext on its left, and all south of the river, was the Fifth 
Corps. To the left of it was only a portion of Bumside's 
corps (one division), the rest being on the north bank. Han- 
cock, with the Second, occupied the left, having two divisions 
on the south bank, and one on the north. 

^ General Lee had thrown back his right to the Hanover 
marshes, and his left at about the same angle from the 
river. On one side of this wedge, thus formed by his troops, 
lay the Second Corps and Potter's division of the Ninth; 
and on the other were the Fifth and Sixth Corps. The 
apex of the wedge rested upon the river. Lee deserves 
great credit for the formation in this position. It was skil- 
ful and timely. At the same time ho threatened our line in 
front of Bumside, while secure from our attacks. We were, 
therefore, in a very disadvantageous position. Hancock' 
corps was abreast one- face of the wedge ; Warren's a^ 
Wright's corps were abreast the other face. Now, when 
Bumside attempted to throw his command across the North 
Anna at a transit intermediate between the points of passage 
of Hancock and Warren, his advance division, under General 
Crittenden, suffered very severely in the operation. Moreover, 
when Warren attempted to extend his line by sending down 
Crawford's division from the right to connect with Crittenden, 
this force also was assail^ed, and with considerable difficulty 
made its way back. Then the Confederates interposing, cut 
off connection between Hancock's and Warren's corps, and 
therefore between the two wings of the army. We could 
hope little from an attack in front; and should the North 
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Anna become suddenly swollen bj rains, the posliioii 
perilous in the extreme. Thus reasoned the lieutenaat-geii- 
eral. As ^oon as full information was received, he had recoiirse 
to his flanking tactics. He directed "Warren and "Wright to 
make a demonstration in their front, threatening the enemj^s 
left ; and he sent Wilson, with a cavalry force, to destroy the 
Central Bailroad thoroughly. Under cover of these opera- 
tions, he prepared for the new movement by the left Thus 
the 24Hh, 25th, and 26th of May were spent on the Kbrth 
Anna. 

The corps were withdrawn, rapidly and secretly, one aE- 
ter the other, beginning on our right. Only a strong skir- 
mish line was left to engage the enemy's attention ;. and then» 
on Thursday evening, the 26l;h, the Sixth Corps, recrossing 
the river, took up its line of march, followed by the Fifths 
Ninth, and Second. Thus again the enemy was compelled to 
abandon his strong position, and move, pari passu, with our 
army ; while Grant steadily pushed down towards Bichmond, 
without uncovering Washington, at least to any considerable 
advance of the enemy, for a single day. 

shebidan's betubn. 

The cavalry expedition of Sheridan, to which we have 
already referred, after remaining three days at Haxall's to refit 
and supply, had started on its return march on the 17th of 
May. On the 18th he was at Baltimore Cross-roads, south of 
the Pamunkey, near White House. On the 21st, a party 
destroyed two bridges and a long stretch of railroad-track, not 
far from Hanover Courthouse. Striking out in every direc- 
tion, he encountered and drove a party of the enemy's cavalry 
across the Chickahominy, on the same day ; and on the 23d 
ho crossed the Pamunkey at White House. On the 25th he 
reached Milford, and joined the Army -of the Potomac. A 
two-edged sword, his march southward had cut the enemy's 
communications, while his return march prepared the way for 
tlio southern movement of our army. 
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Se was not allowed for a moment to rest. On the night of 
{he 26th he moved, with two cavaby divisions and Bussell's 
infantry division of the Sixth Corps, down the Pamimkey ; 
&xid ' by noon of Friday, the 27th, he had seized the ferry 
crossing at Hanovertown, and thrown a ponton-bridge across. 
This ferry is only fifteen miles from Bichmond. 

The problem now was to put the whole army across, aban* - 
doBing aU northern bases. In anticipation of this. L large 
quantity of supplies had been sent by transports, aroxmd by 
fray of West Point, to White House on the Pamunkey. It 
vras just two years, within ten days, since the White House, 
liad bepn the headquarters of General McClellan, who, respect- 
ing it ^ formerly the property of Washington, had refused to 
occupy it, but had planted his tent in a neighboring meadow. 
Put the ruthless spirit of war is no respecter of persons or 
property, and it was afterwards nsed, like other buildings, as a 
military depot. 

The crossing of the Pamxmkey by the Grand Army occu- 
pied the 27th and 28th of May. The Fifth and Ninth corps 
crossed at Hanover Ferry, while the Second and Sixth made 
the passage at Huntley's Ford, above. • 

^ The change of h^ae thus effected gave the enemy great con- 
cern, although they affected "to indulge in some ribald ple€ts- 
antries on the occasion. Grant had, after all his terrible losses, 
only come upon McClellan's old ground, without accomplish- 
ing any thing but " butchery." But behind this was an ill- 
concealed tremor. The army that had driven them down in 
spite of all their efforts — ^that had inflicted terrible losses upon 
them — was, by one means or another, slowly but surely 
approaching Bichmond, and evidently iatended to continue., 
fighting to the end. A long way from the old bases, they had 
established new ones. Although the troops were worn and 
harassed, they were equal to the emergency. The weather 
was beautiful. The jesters about the change of base wished 
Grant much further off. . The country, too, was satisfied. If 
he was to take Bichmond, he must go to it, and he was always 
on the direct road. 
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Our scouts having rdported that Breckinridge was near 
Hanover Courthouse, on our right, with five thousand in- 
fantry and Wiekham and Loiiiax's brigades of cavahy, a 
reconnoitring force Was sent in that direction to check tbeii 
advance, while we steadily moved southward. In this move- 
ment, the advance of Sheridan's cavalry, proceeding towards 
Mechanicsville, encountered the enemy at Hawe's shop, near 
the crossing of .the Tolopotomy, after a severe conflict^ in 
which he lost four hundred men, drove them back, and held 
the crossing until they were relieved by the Second Corps, 
which came up rapidly for the purpose. 

The 29th was Sunday. Our army was entirely across tlie 
river and three miles beyond ; and Grant, having discovered 
the positions and forces of the enemy, now made his disposi- 
tions to meet them. Lee's army was now more than evei 
i^ocially arranged for the defence of Richmond. In a general 
way, his line may be described as forming a concave towards 
ours. His right was extended beyond Shady Grove and 
Mechanicsville ; his centre covered Atley's Station, on the 
railroad ; while his left stretched in the direction of Hanover 
Courthouse. His army, on the alert, was prepared to follow 
every motion of ours. 

On Monday, the 30th, the Army of the totomac was thus '^ 
disposed : Hancock having been pushed forward, relieving 
Sheridan, on the road from Hawe's shop, towards Atley's 
Station, pushed the enemy across the Tolopotomy, and occu- 
pied the centre. Warren having advanced, skirmishing with 
the enemy on the road to Shady Grove Church, formed the 
left. Wright, who had been ordered up on the right of Han- 
cock, had for a short time occupied Hanover Courthouse, but 
"closing down to liis left, now formed the right wing. But on 
the 30th, the Ninth Corps, which had been in. rear of our left, 
moved into the space between Hancock and Warren, and 
pushed out on the road towards Pole Green Church. One 
division of cavalry, under Wilson, covered our right and rear, 
while those of Torbert and Gregg were moving in front of the 
loft — the pickets well thi:£)TSTi out on the Cold Harbor road 
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Thus, with all its anieimiB feeling for ike enemy, the arm j 
dowlj adyanced. 
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At two p. M. of the 30th, the cavalry pickets on our left, 
which were advancing by the Cold Harbor road, were driven 
in, and Warren — whose advance, graduaUy moving to the left> 
was then near Bethesda Church — was violently attacked by a 
division of EwcU's corps, at about five o'clock. His left flank 
was for a time endangered by the vigor of the enemy's assault ; 
but by the timely arrival of Crawford's division, the enemy 
was repulsed, and then driven back by a road parallel to the 
Cold Harbor road. As soon as General Meade heard of the 
enemy's assault upon Warren, he issued orders for an attack 
along the whole li^e, in order to turn the brunt from Warren ; 
but most of the corps commanders did not receive the order 
in time. Hancock, however, did, and with most commendable 
promptitude he advanced Barlow to the attack, drove away 
the enemy's skirmishers, captured their rifle-pits, and hold 
them all night. A reconnoissance found Lee in a strong line 
coveriQg the approaches to the Chickahominy. 

We pause for a moment to give a summary of our losses, 
from the time of taking position on the North Anna to the eve 
of the engagement at Cold Harbor, — i, e., from the 21st to the 
Slst of May. They had been trifling iu comparison with our 
former losses : Killed, twelve officers, and one hundred and 
thirty-three enlisted men ; wounded, sixty-seVen officers, and 
one thousand and feixty-three men ; missing, three officers, 
and tliree hundred and twenty-four men ; — total, one thousand 
six hunth'ed and seven. 
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As it was now manifest to Grant that Butler had a much 
greater number of troops than he could use, he was directed 
to send to the army with Grant all the surplus troops forming 
the Eighteenth Corps, 16,000 strong under W. F. Smith 
This corps haying ta^en transports at City Point, had moTod 
down the James and up the York and Pamtuikej rivers to 
White House. Grant's headquarters during the 31st were at 
a point five miles southeast of Hanover Courthouse, where 
he could best direct the momentous operations upon which he 
was now to enter. Preparatory to these, Wilson was dis- 
patched with a cavahy division to Hanover Junction, to 
destroy the track and the raihroad-bridge over the Anna, and 
thus prevent Lee from detaching troops northward, if he 
should be inclined to do so. This Wilson effected completely, 
defeating and driving away a force of the enemy's cavahy 
which had been sent to prevent it. 

To check our direct advance— to cover the Chickahominy, 
Bichmond, and the Virginia Central Bailroad near the city — 
the corps of Ewell, Longstreet, and Hill were drawn up in line 
paraUel to our front, and their cavalry was posted en vedette^ 
on both flanks, as far as Hanover Courthouse on their left, 
and Bottom's Bridge on their right, — a long line in observation, 
soon to be broken up and move in accordance with our move- 
ments. Still intending to move by the left flank. Grant now 
directed Sheridan to push forward to Gold Harbor, a point 
which it was important to secure before moving his whole 
army to the left. Sheridan moved forward rapidly, Torbert's 
division in advance, and seized the convergence of the roads ; 
but no sooner had he done so, than the enemy, equally im- 
pressed vrith the value of the position,* came upon him with 
overwhelming numbers. Sheridan sent word back that he 
was hard pressed, but was directed to maintain the position at 



*-Grant had secnred a position, the importance of which was that it ttu 
the point of conyergenoe of aU the roads, radiating, whether to Richmond (Kis 
objective ix>int), or to Wliite House (his base of supplies). — ^PoUard, " Thiid 
Year of the War," p. 270. 
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all hazards, tintil he could be relieyed by the infantry. The 
contest was iinequal and very severe, but this gallant officer 
held on with a tenacious grasp which the enemy could not 
fihaJ^e off, for the space of twenty-four hours ; when the arrival 
of the Sixth Corps, under Wright, and W. F. Smith's Eigh- 
teenth corps, from the White House, relieved him from his 
peril. Hoke's division had been hurled upon him twice to 
drive him out, but in vain. Wright came ilp on the afternoon 
of June 1st, and, immediately proceeding to attack, we forced 
the enemy from parts of his first line, forcing him to faU back 
to a second one. Wright then took post in front of Cold Har- 
bor, on the road to Gaines' Mill — ^Ricketts' division on the 
right, BuBseU in the centre, and Keill on the left. It was now 
past three o'clock, when Smith brought up his corps, after a 
severe march of twenty-five miles from White House, and 
formed rapidly on the right of the Sixth — ^Martindale's divi- 
sion on the right, W. H. T. Brooks in the centre, and Devens 
on the left. Unimpaired by the fatigues of the march, these 
splendid fellows rushed at once upon the enemy in their front, 
crossing an open space and a small fringe of woods, and burst 
upon the enemy's rifle-pits, capturing five hundred prisoners. 
Jt was in vain that the enemy made vigorous attacks during 
the night, and posted batteries 'enfilading our line. They 
were unable to recapture their works. Our losses, which were 
about two thousand, were of course greater than those of the 
enemy, who sustained the principal attack behind his in- 
trenchments. 

The result of this severe fighting was that we held Cold 
Harbor, and thus were enabled to cover White House, and 
continue our southern movement. 

Our line of battle on Thursday, the 2d of Juno, extended 
from Cold Harbor to Bethesda Church. Hancock, on the 
left, occupied Cold Harbor. On his right was the Sixth 
Corps ; then in order the Eighteenth and Fifth ; Vhile Bum- 
side, who had been drawn in to Bethesda Church, formed the 
right. Gold Harbor was a strategic point of great inlportanco. 



340 GRANT AND HIS CAMPAIGNS. 

While Bomside was performing the movement indicated on 
the afternoon of the 2d of June, he was attacked in force, and 
the enemy sncceeded even in penetrating between Warren and 
himself, and capturing a nxunber of prisoners ; but the prompt 
movement and gallantry of Bartlett*s brigade checked and 
drove back this force and the line was restored. 



COLD HABBOB. - 

On Friday, June 3d, a new movenleni was begun, at foni 
o'clock in the morning, and resulted in one of the most ter* 
rible and hardly contested battles of the war. Before making 
a new advance by the left flank. Grant determined again to 
'try the strength of the enemy, and he had issued orders that 
an assault should be made upon him along the whole line. 
At the specified time, aU moved forward with varying fortune. 
Hancock, on our left, advanced, with the divisions of Gibbon 
and Barlow, up the slope in his front, which was swept by 
a terrible artillery fire. So vig<orous was this attack, that the 
enemy was pushed out of his works, and thrown back upon 
his second line. But here he rallied, threw in a fearful enfi- 
lading fire upon our advance, and in turn drove it out in hot 
haste to seek shelter from the iron storm ; but not so rapidly 
as not to take with it three hundred prisoners and one color. 
Not content with this, however, the enemy attacked our lines 
furiously again and again, but were repulsed. 

Quite similar to this was the fortune of the attack made by 
our centre, under Smith and Wright. They also came near 
the works in their front by a splendid charge, but were driven 
back by the enemy, and forced to throw up intrenchments 
near his works. As the enemy had massed heavily on our left 
and left centre, the principal fighting was in front of these 
corps, and when it was found that we could not drive hira 
from his intrenchments, offensive operations ceased at about 
eleven o'clock. 
- The fighting in front of Warren and Bumside was unim- 
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portant; Bumside'lnaiioBiiTred to the right bo as to threaten 
the enemy's position, but when he was reported as ready to 
attack, it had been deemed best to suspend the assault. 

A few hours after another attack was ordered, but the 
troops were not in condition to make it, and it was aban- 
doned. 

On our extreme right, Wilson had been posted with the 
Third Cavahy Division, and there he came in contact with 
the cavahy of Wade Hampton, which he drove away. There, 
too, he fell upon an infantry brigade of Heth's division, which 
had been sent to envelop Bumside. He drove this force back* 
and took from it a number of prisoners. 

The battle of the Chickahominy, or Cold Harbor, may be 
regarded from several poiats of view ; and our opinion con- 
cerning it wiU vary with each. As a combined general move- 
ment against the enemy, to drive him away, and to uncover 
the bridges of the Chickahominy, forcing him into Richmond, 
it was not a success. As an effort to maintain a most strai 
egic point, and to strike him a severe blow, under pover o(. 
which Grant might throw his army immolested south of tht^^ 
James, it was by no means a failure. As a shock of arms, in 
parallel lines, it is open to the censure of attacking a long 
extended fortified front with weak lines, instead of concen- 
trating masses upon a decisive point, which is one of the hap- 
piest tactical applications of a well-known rule of strategy. 
The troops themselves felt this when they failed to move 
when ordered to the third attack ; they felt that it was use- 
less. 

But if Cold Harbor was to Grant a battle of alternatives, — 
if he had determined, could he drive the enemy back, to take 
immediate advantage of it, and follow him across the river, 
and up to the fortifications of Richmond, — ^it was now evident, 
that falling in this, it was not possible, by a rapid flank move- 
ment in either direction, to interpose between him and the 
city. He now at once determined again to pass around Leo's 
right, join the Army of the Potomac with that of Butler, and 
by siege to the southern defences of the redoubted capitaL 
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He might still have inoyed against Lee's left, and thus con- 
tinued to " cover Washington ;" but he would have had a 
distimt base, a long line of communication to guard, and 
vrould have left open to the enemy all his vital southern com- 
munications. 

Sheridan was holding the lower crossings of the Chicka- 
hominy, and covering the roads to our new depot at White 
House. 

Our losses had been about thirteen thousand Qien, while 
those of the enemy were comparatively slight. General 
B. O. Tyler was severely "hrounded, being for some time after 
in danger of losing his foot. 

We were now in another decade of battles, literally from the 
1st, when Torbert held the courthouse, to the 10th of June, 
while we were pushing the enemy and perfecting arrangement 
for the crossing, 

Bumside reported that the enemy had withdrawn from his 
front ; and the reason of this was soon manifest. 

On the 4th we were slightly intrenched in Lee's front ; and 
at nine o'clock at night he made a vigorous attack upon the 
Second, Sixth, and Eighteenth corps in line, and after a severe 
action, with all the terrible but magnificent concomitants of a 
night-battle, he was driven back. 

During Sunday, the 5th, we continued the work of intrench* 
ing. The lines were very close, — so dose,. that the sharp- 
shooters did excellent work on both sides, by picking off the 
officers and men in the trenches. At half-past eight, with 
commendable activity, the enemy salUed out and assaulted 
Smyth's brigade of the Second Division of Hancock!s corps ; 
but being manfully met with firmness and steel, he was again 
compelled to retire discomfited to his own lines. It should 
have been said that Bumside was withdrawn from the extreme 
right on tiie 4ih, and posted between Warren and Smith. So 
also on the 6th, while we still continued intrenching on our 
left and centre, Warren was withdrawn and massed in rear of 
the centre. A night attack on Bumside was again repelled. 

The result of the hard fighting of the few past days was 
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BOW painfollj manifest in the great ntunber of unbiiried dead 
and suffering wounded lying between the two armies. Aft^ra 
correspondence between Grant and Lee, dictated by humanity^ 
an armistice of two hours was agreed upon, during which the 
dead were buried and the wounded removed. 

Again the operations of the army became problematical; 
and while considerable re-enforcements were reaching the 
army. Grant digested the details and co-operatiye portions of 
his new plan. He had seen that in the entire moyement from 
the Hapidan, the enemy had been upon the defensive, willing 
to risk nothing, assuming occasionally a dashing but epheme- 
ral offensive, and always falling back, when pressed, behind 
well-selected and thoroughly prepared intrenchments. To 
beat Lee's army, therefore, as had been his desire, north of 
Richmond; he found was impossible, without greater losses 
than he was willing to incur. He therefore determined to 
hold the ground which he then occupied for a few days. 
During this time he proposed to send Sheridan, with two 
divisions of cavalry, to destroy thoroughly the Virginia 
Central Bailroad, and then to advance and join with Hunter, 
who Grant hoped would meet him at Charlottesville. The 
result of this combination would be, to destroy aU railroad 
communications between Eichmond and ttie Shenandoah 
Valley, and also between Eichmond and Lynchburg, and then 
to join Grant. The second and great part of the programme 
was for Grant to move the Army of the Potomac to tlie south 
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side of the James, by the enemy's right flank ; and thus cnt 
off all his sources of supply, except by the canaL A beautiful 
programme — destined, however, as we shall see, t<>fail, through 
the ill-success of some of his lieutenants, and fortuitous cir- 
cumstances entirely beyond his controL 

To aid him in carrying out the latter portion of the moye- 
ment, ButTer sent Gillmore to capture Petersburg, if possible, 
and to destroy the railroad crossing and common briges OYei 
the Appomattox. We shall refer to these subordinate mo^o- 
ments presently. 

On the 7th of June the Second Corps was extended to the 
Chickahominy. The Fifth was removed by the left flank past 
the rear, and a portion of it marched to Dispatch Station, on 
the York Eiver Bailroad ; while the divisions of Griffin and 
Cutler'' moved down towards Sunmer's Lower Bridge, which, 
on reconnoitring, they found in possession of a large force of 
the enemy. To feel the nearest crossings below, Torbert and 
Gregg sKrt the river to Bottom's Bridge. The enemy has 
extended his line that far. He cannot extend it much further, 
without so weakening it by the tension as to offer opportuni- 
ties to break it. 

Below Bottom's Bridge, are Long's Bridge and Jones' 
Bridge, the former six miles below, and on the direct road 
from White House ; the latter about six miles further down, 
on a direct road to New Kent Courthouse on the north, and 
to Charles City Courthouce on the south. 

Our losses from the 1st to the 10th of June, in what may be 
called the battles of Cold Harbor, were : Killed, one hundred 
and forty-four officers, one thousand five hundred and sixty- 
one enlisted men; woimded, four hundred and twenty-one 
officers, eight thousand six hundred and twenty-one men; 
missing, fifty-one officers, two thousand three hundred and 
fifty-five men; — total, thirteen thousand one hundred and 
fifty-three. 

. The projected movement of Grant must have been known 
to the enemy, but it was accomplished with such cleverness 
and dispatch, that it was, after all, of the nature of a surprise. 
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He directed the immediate destruction of the raihroad from 
Dispatch Station, near the Chickahominy, to White House ; 
and taking all the rails, sleepers, and ties to the latter place, 
had them shipped on barges for use below. This occupied the 
loth and 11th. 

The crossing of the Chickahominy began on the evening of 
the 12th (Sunday). Wilson's division of cavalry marched to 
seize the crossing at Long Bridge, and took position on the 
liong Bridge road, beyond where it crosses White Oak Swamp. 
The Fifth Corps followed in his track, Crawfordf, with the 
Third Division, jouung, Wilson on the morning of the 13th, 
and with him repulsing all the efforts of the enemy to advance 
upon our flank. The Second Corps, leaviug Cold Harbor on 
the night of the 12th, then crossed, also at Long Bridge, 
passed the Fifth, and thus forming the advance, marched to 
the James Eiver, which it struck at Wilcox's wharf, between 
Charles City Courthouse and Westover. 

The Sixth and Ninth corps crossed at Jones' Bridge, en- 
tirely unmolested, and marched to Charles City Courthouse. 
The immense trains, making a wide detour to the south, 
crossed principally at Coles' Ferry, twelve or fifteen miles be- 
low Jones' Bridge. Smith's (Eighteenth) corps, which had 
been doing temporary but most valuable service with the 
Army of the Potomap, was now relieved. On the night of the 
12th it was marched to the White House, where it took trans* 
ports to sail down the York and up the James, again to report 
to Butler at Bermuda Hundred. 

15* 
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CHAPTEB XXXIL 

SOUTH OF THE JAKES. 
Tbi dtoMnre ov thb Jaxxs. — PsnmBima. — Gillitork bbtibzs.— KAxm attaoks. — 

SkITH's WW AMAULT. — ^ThS OORF8 COMS DP BAPIDIOT. — ^BlTTUCB MOTES FOBWAJU». 

— Thb kkw assault oir thb oitt — Not successful. — Shebidak^s EXPKDinoir. — 

New IfOVEMKBT OF THB ABMT. — AoAIKST THE WkLDOK BOAD. — DbBP BoTTOM. — 
WlLSOH^S BAID.— TemPOBABT BEST. 

The grand crossiBg of the Jaines was next in order. 
Transports haying been assembled, the Second Corps began 
crossing in them at noon. Under the direction of General 
Butler, General Godfrey Weitzel, the chief-engineer of tlie 
Department of Virginia and North Carolina, had selected 
points ; and General Benham, arriying on the 14th, had laid 
ponton-bridges near Wilcox's wharf, and opposite Windham's 
Point. The bridges were a triumph of pontoneering sldlL 
They were two thousand feet long, and the channel-boats were 
anchored in fifteen fathoms. They wer^e ready by midnight 
The army had been well massed kround Charles City Court- 
house ; and the crossing, which was made both by the bridges 
and by the ferry-boats, was effected in a most admirable man- 
ner, and was not materially molested by the enemy : it occupied 
the 14th and 15th of June, and until noon on ^e 16th. We 
did not lose more than four htmdred men in all its casualties. 

We must return now to the promised aid which Grant was 
to have in the attack by Butler's troops upon Petersburg, 
which, it will be remembered, was a part of Grant's new plan. 
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Before doing so, let ns cast a glance at the city and its en- 
virons. It is situat(5d on the south bank of the Appomattox, 
and through it thd great Southern railroad runs. It is twenty- 
two miles from Eichmond, and about ten from City Point, 
where the Appomattox empties into the James. Vessels of 
one hundred tons go up the river to the wharves of Peters- 
burg, while those of larger tonnage unload at Walthall's, six 
miles below the city. A canal takes smaller vessels past the 
falls, just above the city. It is the third city>in size in Vir- 
ginia ; but it was to have a remarkable military value as the 
grand strategic southern outpost to Eichmond. Indeed, in all 
the military operations, it was quite as important as the capital. 
There is a raflroad from it to City Point ; another to Norfolk ; 
the third, already mentioned, runs south to Weldon and be- 
yond ; while the Southside Eailroad runs to Lynchburg. Of 
these roads, the vital ones were those connecting it with Siqh- 
mond and the Southside roads. The enemy's dispositions 
were admirably made to cover them both. The works, weak 
at the first, were rapidly strengthened. These consisted of 
continuous lines commanding each other, and flanked by 
strong batteries, square redoubts, and other inclosed works. 
SouikeoBt of the city a gentle ridge rises, shutting it out from 
our view and our guns, except at a few points, and this was 
strongly occupied by the rebel lines. 

Orant had gone in person to Bermuda Hundred to arrange 
the plan which contemplated the seizure of the town, before 
these works had become so strong. The result was, that 
General Butler had dispatched Gillmore with a small force— 
tlurty-five hundred men — on the 10th of June, to cross the 
Appomattox near the Poiut of Bocks, to move by the river- 
tcvmpike directly upon the city, and capture it, if possible, 
while it was yet too weak to resist a coujhde-main. 

Simultaneously with this movement two gunboats and a bai:- 
tery were to attack Fort Clinton below the city ; and thirdly, 
Kautz, .with a detachment of cavalry, fifteen hundred strong, 
was to move across the Norfolk Bailroad and effect an entrance 
on the south. On the 10th, Gillmore moved without molesta- 
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tion until lie came upon the works two miles from the city. 
He drove in the enemy's skirmishers, but on account of the 
small number of his own command, and the apparent strength 
of the works, he was deterred from assaulting, and marched 
back to his camp. Kautz, the hero of this assault, crossed 
the railroad, and marched so rapidly and secretly, that he 
penetrated into the town ; but the enemy, unemployed on Gill- 
more's front, concentrated, fell upon Kautz's troopers, and 
drove them away. 

Gillmore's force should have been double, and the attack 
could not have failed. As to the propriety of his withdrawing 
without an attack, we have not the necessary knowledge to 
consider the question. In such reciprocal .movements it is the 
greatest of pities, whatever the cause, that either party should 
fail the other. 

With characteristic energy, unimpaired by these failures, 
Grant hurried in person to Bermuda Hundred, and there gave 
Butler verbal instructions to dispatch Smith with the Eigh- 
teenth Corps, just arrived from White House, at one o'clock in 
the morning, and with all the troops which could be spared, 
without endangering the safety of his position, to Petersburg. 
He said he would hurry back to the Army of the Potomac, 
and pour it down, division at a time, without delay, and thus 
could re-enforce Smith more rapidly than the enemy could con- 
centrate there. This the enemy was attempting to thwart ; 
he was in great force south of Eichmond, A. P. Hill's corps in 
advance. Smith was at once set in motion. He crossed the 
Appomattox on a ponton-bridge near the Point of Kocks, 
and following Gillmore's route, moved upon the northeast 
defences of Petersburg, from the Appomattox round for a dis- 
tance of two and a half miles, reachmg his groimd before day 
on the 16th. A partial attack was made on some advanced 
lines by the colored troops under Hincks, who behaved with 
commendable gallantry, capturing a line of rifle-pits and two 
twelve-poimders. But we are ignorant of the causes wliich 
led Smith to delay his attack on the main works until late ia 
the afternoon. 
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Just before the setting of the sun he moved to the attack 
ol these, and his gallantry and impetnosity were rewarded by 
tte capture of the entire line of rifle trenches. The ene- 
my, routed, left behind as trophies for Smith three hundred 
prisoners, sixteen guns, and a battle-flag. Our loss was not 
more than six hundred. In ignorance of what lay behind 
these captured works, Smith did not pursue his advantage. 
It is now known that there were no works of importance be- 
tween these and Petersburg. The night was clear, and there 
•was a brilliant moon. Smith, however, made no further offen- 
sive operations that night. General Hancock came up just 
after nightfall with two divisions of the Second Corps, and 
courteously waiving his right to take the command from a 
general who had studied the ground, and already obtained a 
brilliant success, he placed the divisions of his corps under 
Smith's orders. Portions of these divisions were sent, at 
Smith's request, to relieve his own troops in the captured 
works, and there was a cessation of hostilities until morning. 
The auspicious moment for capturing Petersburg by a coup-de- 
main had passed. The enemy was now pouring down troops 
to defend it. Grant had fulfilled his promise of sending down 
the Army of the Potomac without a moment's delay. Hancock 
had moved without supplies. On the same day, the 15th, he 
had also ordered Warren to cross at early daylight by the 
ferries, and push, forward. He reached Petersburg on the 
evening of the 16th. The Sixth, under Wright, was thus 
moved : the artillery and one division to Petersburg, and the 
other two divisions to City Point. Bumside, with the Ninth, 
reached Petersburg about noon o^ the 16th. These dispo- 
sitions having been carried out by General Meade, that oflicer 
proceeded to City Poiat, and from thence to Petersburg. He 
met General Grant on the road, and, after consultation, was 
directed by him to assume the immediate command of the 
troops in front, and to assault at once. The position of our 
troops was just in front of the works captured by Smith on 
the 15th. After that capture, Martindale had been on the 
right, against the river, Brooks and Hincks occupied the 
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centre, and Kantz covered the left with his cavalry. As the 
Army of the Potomac arrived, the Second Corps had couie on 
Smith's lefty and the Ninth on the left of the Second. Warrem 
had taken post still on the left, to extend onr line aronndthe dtj. 

Meade, on leaving Grant, returned to the front at two p. 3C, 
and after consultation with the corps commanders, he oidered 
the Second and Ninth corps to assaidt. The attack begaa at 
six o'clock, and the fighting continued until six in the morning, 
with varying success. It was a terrible battle-night ! Bimey, 
of the Second Corps, stormed the advanced crest in his front. 
Barlow made a vigorous attempt, but was unsuccessful, losing 
a portion of his skirmish line. The brigades of Miles and Grif- 
fin, of the Fifth Corps, which came up during the night, suc- 
ceeded in taking and holding a portion of the line in their 
front. Smith's (Eighteenth) corps only made a demonstration, 
as an assault was not thought by him to be expedient in his 
front. 

During the night of the 16th, Neill's division, of the Sixth 
Corps, came up as expected — the others remaining at City 
Point — ^and at once relieved Brooks' division, of the Eigh- 
teenth, which, with General Smith, returned to Bermuda 
Hundred. Martindale was left in command of the remainder 
of the corps. Bumside, at the beginning of the assault, had 
encountered so terrible a fire, that he was unable to attack ; 
but the next morning, at the earliest dawn; he directed Potter 
to take the work in his front, which was gallantly done. With 
the work were captured four guns, many prisoners, and sev- 
eral colors. Ledlie, who relieved Potter's stormers, pushed on 
to an additional success, and occupied the enemy's lines, dis- 
tant one mile and a halt only from the city. From this point, 
a few shells were thrown into Petersburg. Had 'the enemy 
permitted us to occupy these lines in peace, he could not have 
long held the town. But he did not. His troops were now 
pourihg in in great numbers. He organized an overwhelming 
counter-assault for that night ; and after heavy ^ghting, recap- 
tured his works. Petersburg was nc^ in condition to resist 
any attempt by a sudden storming. 
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BUTLEB Uavm FOBWARD. 



GeBeral Bntler discovering that the enemy, concerned ahoat 
the safety of Petersburg, h&d withdrawn a large body of 
troops from his front, moved forward an expeditionary pMiy 
on the 16th, to destroy, and if possible hold, the railroad be- 
tween Kichmond and Petersburg. To aid this movement. 
Grant ordered the two divisions of the Sixth Corps (which, it 
will be remembered, had not gone to Petersburg, but were 
embarking on transports at Wilcox's wharf, for City Point) to 
proceed at Once to the aid of Butler. These troops arrived in 
time, but were halted at some distance from the advance to 
rest ; and before tliey could come up in support, the enemy, 
with clear vision and vigorous attack, had forced Butler's 
troops back from the works they had captured, had reoccnpied 
them, and had strengthened their lines permanently at that 
point. 

THE NEW ASSAULT ON FETEBSBUEO. 

Warren, it has been said, had como up during the night 
of the IGth, and taken post on the left of Bumside, thus ex- 
tending onr lines further around the place. During the 
l7th, our line was strongly posted, firmly adjusted, and gradu- 
ally moved up towards the enemy. Grant had now deter- 
mined on a general assault the next day. The corps were 
thus disposed from right to left : That portion of the Eigh- 
teenth Corps which bad remained under Martindale and 
Hincks occupied the right, extending to within a short dis- 
tance of the river-bank ; Neill's division, of the Sixth, oc- 
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cupied tlie right centre ; the centre was formed by the Sec- 
ond Corps ; the left centre by the Ninth ; and the left by the 
Kfth Corps. 

At four o'clock on the morning of the 18th June, the sfcbr- 
mishers moved forward along the whole line ; but to their aston- 
ishment found the enepiy withdrawn from their secoi^d line, 
and strongly intrenched on an interior line, one mile nearer 
the city. 

Although Grant still determiiied to assault without delay, 
it was necessary to make a change in the order of battle. 
Instead of an attack in line, points were to be chosen which 
might be attacked in column — ^the columns to be followed bj 
the lines in rear as reserves. In front of the Second Corps, 
three brigades of Gibbon's division were organized into an 
attacking column. These devoted men moved gallantly up to 
the enemy's lines, near the City Point Bailroad ; but success 
was not possible. The rebel works on the left poured in & 
terrible enfilading fire upon Gibbon's advancing lines, and 
drove them back to seek shelter. 

Martindalo, on the right, encountered less- opposition, and 
succeeded in occupying the enemy's skirmish line, and taking 
some prisoners. This was at noon. At four in the afternoon, 
General Bimey, who was now temporarily in command of the 
Second Corps, — as Hancock was suffering from an old wound, 
— formed a new colunm of attack, consisting of Mott's diri- 
sion and regiments detached from the other divisions. These 
were moved rapidly forward to attempt the dubious task ; but 
again success lay with the intrenched enemy. Torrents of 
musketry fire and tempests of artillery swept our men down, 
arrested their advance, and finally drove them rapidly back, 
after great loss. 

The efforts of the Fifth and Ninth corps, on our left, were 
not more successful. Wfe had, however, accomplished one 
thing : we had extended our lines across the Norfolk Railroad, 
and were gaining ground steadily to the left. We had ako 
determined the facts that Lee's army, or the greater x^ortion 
of it, now confronted us at Petersburg ; that little could be 



SOUTH OP THE JAMES. 358 

gaijaed "by direct attacks upon a braye and vigilant enemy, 
strongly intrenched ; and that we must resort to regular ap- 
proaches, and constant attempts to encircle the enemy's right, 
and cut him off from the Southside Eailroad. 

Prom "Wednesday, the 15th, up to nightfall of Saturday, 
tlie 18th, there had been continuous fighting of a desultory 
cliaracter ; and partly from want of celerity, partly from the 
skin and quickness of the enemy, the results had not been all 
"we could h^ve desired. To the unmilitary eye it would seem 
fhat we had gained nothing ; but this is an erroneous estimate. 
We had taken some firm steps, and accomplished some im- 
portant results. City Point was secured as an injportant base 
and depot, to remain so until the end of the war; we con- 
fronted the enemy closely, and kept him in his line« ; and wo 
threatened his right, requiring him to make a great extension 
in that direction. In a word, Grant had laid upon thfl devoted 
city of Eichmond the first coil — ever tightening — of that ana- 
conda grasp, never to be released until the monster should be 
strangled and lie lifeless in the embrace. 

Pending these operations, the supply-trains were crossed at 
the bridge, covered bj^Wilson's division of cavalry and Fer- 
rero's division of colored troops. 

MOVEMENTS 03? THE CAVALRY. 

Tho reader wDl remember that Sheridan had been sent on 
an expedition to destroy the Virginia Central Railroad, and, if 
possible, to join Hunter. In the first part of the programme 
he was successful ; but as he could hear nothing of Hunter's . 
advance towards Charlottesville, he did not effect the second 
part, but returned from his expedition to White House, which 
he reached on the 19th of June, just as the enemy's cavalry 
were about to attack it. He drove them away, and relieved 
the garrison. Let us look back for a moment, and see what 
his raid had accomplished. Moving rapidly up the railroad 
towards (xor^onsville, destroying as he advanced, he encoun- 
tered Wade Hampton's cavalry at TreviUian Station, on tho 
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ll£h of June. After a severe action, Hampton 'vraa driTen 
back, leaving his wounded and dead upon the field, and four 
hundred prisoners, with several hundred horses, in our hands. 
During the 12th of June, Sheridan broke up Qie railroad effect- 
ually from Louisa Courthouse towards Gordonsrille. As he 
approached the Itftter place, when about five miles from it, he 
encountered Hampton, who had been re-enforced by the 
infantry, and who had intrenched his men. Here the contest 
was unequal An attack made by our trooj^s on the right was 
repulsed, but might have been renewed with success. Night 
closed the battle ; and Sheridan, making a new and vigorous 
attack, prepared, under cover of this, to withdraw. His ammu- 
nition having received drafts upon it which he had not antici- 
pated, had given out. He was without forage, and in a coun- 
try where the grazing was miserable. He. could hear nothing 
of Hunter (who, as we know, had taken the Lexington route 
to Lynchburg) ; and so he listened to the dictates, not of 
prudence, but of necessity, and returned. On his return he 
met orders directing him to proceed to White House, which 
he reached, as we have seen, at a critical moment. There he 
was to supply his command, men and^orses ; and then break 
up the depot, and escort the garrison to the James Eiver. 
All this he did in the handsomest manner. Throwing Gregg's 
division out on the right, to cover the roads in the direction 
of White Oak Swamp, he marched down his right flank, fight- 
ing all the way. The severity of the action fell upon Gregg," 
who was furiously attacked by Hampton, but who, after con- 
^siderable losses, brought his troops off to the James. Sheri- 
dan arrived at the James on the 25th of June, and crossing 
near Wilcox's wharf, at once joined the Army of the Potomac. 

NEW MOVEMENTS OP THE ABMY. 

Sunday, the 19th of June, dawned upon the weary and 
battle-worn soldiers as a most welcome day of rest — disturbed 
only by the occasional dropping fire of the advance pickets, 
and a sHght artillery practice. The remainder of the Sixth 
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Oorps crossed Qie Appomattox on that day, and joined its. ad- 
vanced diyision ; as also did Ferrero's colored division, of the 
^Nfrnth, which joined its corps and was posted in front. 

The quiet, however, was disturbed at night, on the James 
IBiTer, and the scene made brilliant with the Inrid fires of 
battle, in more than one hostile effort of the enemy. First 
among these was the movement of three rebel iron-clads, 
"^Mcli came down from Drury 's Bluff as far as Dutch Qa,p ; i 
but they accomplished nothing. Admiral Lee was on the alert, 
and they wer^ soon driven back. Pickett's division, of Long- 
street's corps, favored by this naval diversion, attacked Gen- 
eral Butler in his works at Bermuda Himdred, without success ; 
and small detachments of the enemy, moving by the north bank 
of the James, succeeded in destroying the wharves at Westover 
Lianding and Wilcox's. As if to complete the programme, the 
rebels made an unsuccessful assauj^ upon the centre of our 
lines in front of Petersburg. 

And here we. may pause to make a recapitulation of the 
losses in the memorable decade from the 10th to the 20th of 
June. They were great. Killed, eighty-five officers, one 
thousand one hundred andrthirteen enlisted men ; wounded, 
three hundred and sixty-one officers, six thousand four him- 
dred and ninety-two men; missing, forty-six officers, one 
thousand five hundred and sixty-eight men ; — ^total, nine thou- 
sanlJ six hundred and sixty-five. 

On Monday, the 20th of June, there was but^little fighting, 
but Grant ordered preparations to be made for an important 
movement the next day — ^still in the direction of the enemy^s 
i^ght. The Ninth Corps was ordered to relieve the Second, 
and to occupy its intrenchments ; and the Eighteenth to re- 
'lieve the Sixth. The Second and Sixth corps were then 
moved rapidly out, on the morning of Tuesday, 21st, across 
the Norfolk Bailroad, and then across the Jerusalem plank- 
road, to which the Fifth Corps was already extended. The 
great object of the movement was to extend our lines to the 
Weldon Bailroad, one source of immediate and easy supply 
both to^ Petersburg and Bichmond. 
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AGAINST THE WELDON EOAD. 



Eut the enemy were quite as eager to hold it ae.we to take 
it. The Second Corps moved rapidly, followed by the Sixth, 
in support, which was to come up on the left of the Second, 
and extend to the Weldon road, if possible. The troops had, 
however, only reached Davis's farm, on the Jerusalem road, 
between the two railroads, when they encountered the enemy 
in such force, that, after a brief but severe action, they were 
compelled to retire for a short distance. On Wednesday, the 
22d, this movement against the Weldon road ^os resumed hy 
, the Second and Sixth corps, the Sixth on the left ; but by 
some misunderstanding, the corps waiting for each other, tie 
attack was too long delayed ; and, when moving independently 
of each other, a gap was formed between the Sixth, which had 
not completed its hne, and Barlow's division, of the Second. 
Into this that skilful general, A. P. Hill, threw a division of 
his corps, rolling up Barlow's division, which exposed Bir- 
ney's, now Mott's division : this, in turn, was now forced 
back from its rifle-pits ; and Gibbon's division was in torn 
exposed, and so encountered as to lose four guns. But 
a new line was formed for the Second, which it was able to 
maintain. 

Not unsimilar was the fate of the Sixth Corps, Its left 
flank was simultaneously attacked by another division of Hill*9 
coi'ps, and forced back. General Meade had now reached the 
field, and getting both corps weU in hand, in the evening he 
^ ordered a general advance, by which the Sixth Corps was en- 
abled -to recover its hnei; and the Second a portion of its for- 
mer position; all of which was strongly intrenched. On 
Thursday, the 23d, the attempt on the Weldon Baihroad xras 
again resumed. The Sixth Corps endeavored, by marching 
southward, to reach the enemy's right flank. Its advance at 
length reached the railroad, and cut the telegraph wires ; but 
no sooner had three of our regiments been put in position to 
hold this valuable point, than Anderson's division of Hill's 
corx^s struck their flank, capttired many prisoners, drove tlio 
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roxaainder back, and then made a furious attack upon the 
main body. 

The country in which we were manceuvring was of very dif- 
ficolt topography, and filled with dense undergrowth. The en- 
emy were better acquainted with it than we. The Weldon 
Hailroad was of very great, if not of yital, importance to him. 
He bad thus far defended it persistently, turning his defensive 
into a skilful offensive in every battle ; and forcing us to be 
content, for the time, with establishing our lines half-way to 
the Weldon Bailroad, until we could ^mass our forces in 
strength sufficient to break his now greatly extended line. 

Before this could be done, however, the character of the 
weather, and unforeseen requirements in another part of the 
field, made it necessary to contract qur line by drawing in our 
left to the Jerusalem plankroad, and refusing it by a crotchet 
to the rear. 

Pending these operations there were many reconnoissances 
and partial movements, to which our space will not permit us 
to allude. In every part of the immediate theatre, eveiy 
day had its battle, and every hour its special interest. Bri- 
gades and regiments were detached ; subordinate movements 
were projected and postponed ; Petersburg, Pocahontas, and 
the bridges of the Appomattox were vigorously shelled. 

DEEP BorroM. 

But the most importa^it of the operations resxdted in the 
occupation of Deep Bottom, on the night of the 20th and 
morning of the 21st. To this important point, only ten miles 
from Bichmond, General Butler had dent an infantry brigade 
of the Tenth Corps, umder Brigadier-General Foster. A short 
distance above this, at Hewlett's, the enemy had. strong bat- 
teries. Deep Bottom was at once connected with Bermuda 
Himdred by a ponton-bridge. At the same time, in order 
further to develop these movements at the north, the re- 
mainder of the Eighteenth Corps was withdrawn from the 
Army of the Potomac to Bermuda Himdi'ed, and dui'iug 
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the greftter part of the siege served with the Army ol the 
James. 

While iihese moTements were being made on the north and 
south of Petersburg — ^by way of a feint — ^the enemy adyanoed 
a strong skirmish line upon General Bumside's position in 
front of Petersburg, on Saturday, the 25th ; but he produced 
no impression ui>on our lines. 



Vni^ON'S BAID. 

As an important portion of the operations against the Weldon 
Bailroad, we must not forget to record the cayalry moyements 
designed to co-operate with the infantry adrance. On the 
22d of June, General Wilson, with his own cavalry division of 
the Army of the Potomac, and Kautz's division of the Army of 
the James, eight thousand men in all, marched rapidly south- 
ward, first to destroy the Weldon Bailroad, and then tq make 
a circuit against the Southside and Danville railroads. The 
expedition struok the Weldon road at Beams' Station, where 
they destroyed the depot, and tore up a long stretch of road 
Moving, withoutv delay, westward, they struck the Southside 
road at a point fifteen miles from Petersburg. Thence thej 
went'to Nottoway Station, destroying twenty-two miles of the 
track ; but encountering near liiis point the enemy's cavak7, 
under General W. F. Lee, Wilson defeated it, and drove it 
away. He then dispatched Kautz to Burksville Station, the 
junction of the Southside and Danville roads. This KauLz 
reached, and destroyed on the evening of the 23d, and tore up 
the track as far as Meherrin Station, forming, at that point, a 
junction with Wilson on the 24th of June. The united forces 
then destroyed the Danville road southward to Boanoke 
Bridge, a^distance of twenty-five miles. There they found the 
enemy in such numbers, and so strongly posted, that he couli 
not be dislodged. Wilson now started back on a rapid retnin, 
beset by great perils, and not to be accomplished without 
great disasters. The rebels were gathering like wolves on his 
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track. On the 28th, he encotintered a large force on Stony 
Creek, where the Weldon road crosses it. After a hard bnt 
midecisiye fight, he was forced to make a detojur to Beams* 
Station, which he supposed to be still in our hands. But he 
was sadly mistaken : the enemy had occupied it with a large 
force of infantry and cavalry, and, in his efforts to escape, 
Wilson lost his artillery and trains ; Kautz was separated from 
him, and made his way in independently ; and Wilson, after 
losing many prisoners, crossed the Nottoway Biver, and came 
in, his horses and men in a pitiable condition. Besides the 
trains, and the guns and prisoners he had lost, the enemy had 
recaptured a thousand negroes, who had vainly hoped, by fol- 
lowing Wilson, to reach our lines, and gain their freedom. 
Snt, notwithstanding these disasters, he had succeeded id 
severing the communication with Bichmond, by the railroads, 
for several weeks. General Grant says that ** the damage 
done to the enemy in this expedition more than compensated 
for the losses we sustained." 



TEMFORABT BEST. 

It was now manifest that, after nearly two months of con- 
tinuous fighting of the most desperate character, and now that 
we had reached a point where the siege of a stronghold must 
take the place of battles in the field, there must be a brief 
period for rest and reorganization. Our losses had been be- 
tween sixty and seventy thousand, and^ although corresponding 
re-enforcements had reached Grant, tlie losses sustained could 
not be repaired by the raw troops sent to the army. Wc 
had lost six hundred officers killed, more than two thousand 
wounded, and three hundred and fifty missing. These could 
not be immediately replaced. In many places, brigades were 
commanded by majors, and regiments by captains. Under 
these circumstances, should new columns of attack be organ- 
ized, the men could not have the same confidence in their 
officers : the officers, and oven the generals, would become 
confused in the varying pell-mell of the campaign. 



360 ORAJST AND USS GAMPAiaN& 

The disasters we had sustained were not without their 
effect. The Second Corps, which had deserved the appellation 
given by the French army to the Ninth demi-brigado at Ma- 
rengo — ^"The Incomparables " — ^had suffered somewhat in the 
movements against the Weldon road. The l^th had met 
vnih similar disaster. We 'had not lost prestige, but ^q 
' needed a brief rest to heal all these wounds. 

Added to these, a scorching summer sun and a pitiless 
drought hjid supervened : the sky was brass, and the earth 
was ashes. In many camps the water began to f^l. Ar- 
rangements were made, however, for the comfort of the 
troops ; the work of filling up and re-officering went bravely 
on ; and a few days would have made all things ready for 
renewal of attacks, when circumstances in other portions of the 
theatre, at which we have already hinted, compelled a longer 
quiet in front of Petersburg, or rather less important and 
vigorous operations than had been anticipated. In order to 
come in logical order to these, we now proceed to consider the 
second set of collateral movements which had a bearing;, bene- 
ficial or adverse, on Ghrant*s principal operations. 
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CHAPTEB XXXm. 

THE SHENAKDOAH VALLEY. 

Hukteb's nrOTHTJonoNfl. — He bbats the enemy.— W. E. Jokbb killed.— Adtahcb 
TO LnrcHBiTRo. — Rbtbeats to the Kakawha.— -What he aooouflishbd. — 1» 

WHAT HE rAILBD. — ThB BOUTE BB SHOULD HAVE TAKEN. 

When General Sigel was relieved, after his defeat in the 
Yallej, (General David Hunter had been placed in command. 
What was expected of him may be gathered from the follow- 
ing extracts from letters of Qrant to Halleck. On the 20th of 
May he wrote : ^' The enemy are evidently relying for supplies 
greatly on such as are brought over the branch road running 
through Staunton. On the whole, therefore, I think it would 
be better for General Hunter to move in that direction ; reach 
Staunton and GordonaviUe^ if he does not meet too much oppo- 
sition. If he can hold in it a force equal to his own, he will be 
doing good service." 

Again, ^on the 25th, he writes Halleck : "If Hunter can pos- 
sibly get to Charlottesville and I/ynchburg^ he should do so — 
living on the country. The railroads and canals should be 
destroyed beyond the possibility of repair for weeks. Com- 
pleting this, he could find his way back to his original base, or. 
from about Gordonsville, join this army." 

General Hunter, well known as an energetic, brave,- and 
determined officer, but whose generalship had never, thus far, 
been severely tested, at once assumed a vigorous offensive. 
Moving up the Shenandoah, he beat up the enemy's quarters 
on the 5th of Jmie, ah Pieilraoiit, IIo had [)as«]ed through 
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Woodstock, Mount Jackson, and New Market, to Hamaon- 
burg ; at that point he divided^his force into two columns, one 
of which moved by the Port Republic road, and the other on 
the direct road to Staunton. Thus he encountered the enemj 
on North Biyer, twelve nules from Staimton. The battle was 
fought by both colunms, and continued for ten hours. While 
Hunter was pressing the enemy in front. Crook was approach- 
ing from the west. The result was not long doubtful. Hunter 
routed the enemy's forces, taking fifteen hundred prisoners, 
three cannon, and three hundred stand of arms, and killing 
the rebel commander, W. E. Jones, while we sustained a loss 
of only fifty men. 

ADVANCE TO LTNCHBUBG. 

On the 8th he occupied Staunton, where he was joined by 
Crook and AverilL Crook had moved through Lewisburg and 
White Sulphur Springs, to Gaston Depot, on the Yirginia and 
Central Bailroad. This he destroyed. From that point he 
crossed the North Mountain, at Pound Gtap, and thus pushed 
forward by the railroad to Staimton. 

The combined forces, now under Hunter, marched, on the 
10th of June, towards Lynchburg, by way of Lexington. They 
reached Lexington on the 11th, where, on the 12tK they burnt 
the Military Listitute, and the house of Governor Letcher. 
By the 16th of June, Hunter had invested Lynchburg ; but 
that was the end of his success. 

Lee — ^his communication unobstructed — poui^d re-enforce- 
ments into Lynchburg, amounting in numbers almost to a 
corps. Hunter's ammunition had given out ; he was at a long 
distance from his base, in a hostile country ; and, after skir- 
mishing and manoeuvring on the 18th, prudence dictated 
sthat he should retire in haste. This retreat was by the line of 
the railroad through Liberty, Bonsack, and Salem, to the Ea^ 
nawha. A sad necessity, the result of mistaken strategy. 

He had accomplished much ; had won a battle ; had de- 
stroyed important supplies and manufactures ; and had com- 
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pelled the enemy to remove a large force from Grant's front ; 
but Ills retreat, in the wrong direction, towards the Kanawha, 
lost us the use of his troops for several weeks, when most 
needed to defend the North, now about to be again threatened 
"by an invading force of the enemy. Had he moved from 
Staunton, by the railroad, southeast to Charlotteav^, instead 
of to Lexington, and then from Charlottesville to Lynchburg, 
as Grant's instructions contemplated, he would have continued 
to cover the Shenandoah Yalley against all northern move- 
ments of the enemy, should he demonstrate in that direction ; 
otherwise he could have reached the James Biver Canal, de- 
stroyed it, and cut off any force sent for the relief of Lynch- 
burg, and been kept en rapport with Grant by Sheridan's 
movement upon GordonsviUe. These are general criticisms. 
General Hunter had the right, by the terms of Grant's instruc- 
tions, to use his discretion, and doubtless thought that he was 
right in taking the other line. The military critic will find it 
difficult to agree with him. 
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OHAPTEE XXXIV. 

THE MINE ki PETEBSBUBG. 
GxAXT^s DnrxBsioK. — ^Thx btobt of thx mine. — Its pogfnoK.— LxxvTBirAirT-CounnL 

■ lYlASABTS. — DxSOKIFriON. — £zOAVA.TBD mTDSB DIFriOUX.TIB8. — MkA]>S*8 OBBSB.— 

Thx vdsb lxohtxd.— Faii^. — Ga.llamt xxn bblioht it. — ^Thb dblat.— The 

flTOBXBBS XOTB.— LbDLIB, WiLLOOZ, A3SD PoTTER. — FbBBEBO. — ^TfiX CBATSS.~ 
ThB CoUBT of iMQUIBr. 

Not "without a fear that trouble was brewing in the Valley, 
Grant now sent the cavakj to cut the raflroads north of Bich- 
mond, from points near Bichmond to the North Anna, thus 
endangering the safety of the enemy's army in the Valley, on 
the one hand ; and^ on the other, if Lee should succeed in 
sending troops northward, Grant was ready to take advantage 
of this withdrawal of troops from Petersburg, to explode a 
mine which had been prepared under an advanced work of 
the enemy, in front of the Ninth Corps, and under cover of 
the explosion to make a stunning assault upon the enemy's 
lines, and in aU probability capture the town. Purtber to in- 
duce them to weaken their works, that his assault might have 
a still better chance of success. Grant, holding the lines with 
the Fifth, Ninth, and Eighteenth corps, ordered the Second 
Corps, with two divisions of the cavalry, under Sheridan, to 
cross the James, and join that force of the Army of the James 
already intrenched at Deep Bottom. This was done on the 
night of June 26th. Advancing from that point on the 27th, 
they drove the enemy back, at first in confusion, and captured 
four guns, with somo prisoners. On the 28th, our lines were 
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extended from Deep Bottom, across to the Newmarket and 
Ijong Bridge road. But in this new position the enemy at- 
tacked; — after hard fighting for several hours, obtaining but 
little success. Grant now prepared to execute the second 
port of his programme. 

Having caused Lee to detach a large force from Petersburg 
to meet this force which he had crossed, and having paraded 
tlie crossing by taking a large train of empty wagons, he now 
proposed to take back the expeditionary force secretly, to 
spring the mine, and attack Petersburg, before Lee could re- 
turn his troops for its defence. 

One division of the Second Corps was recrossed, immedi- 
ately after the fighting of the 28th, and at once relieved the 
Xiighteenth Corps in line, that the latter might be in readiness 
to attack. The other two divisions, with Sheridan's cavalry, 
recrossed on the night of the 29th, and came up to their old 
quarters in front of Petersburg. The mine, which had been 
some days in readiness, was exploded on the morning of the 
30th. 

THE STORY OP THE MINE. 

, As this mine was the only one of any magnitude resorted to 
in this campaign, and as it has been the subject of not a little 
controversy, wo propose to enter more into detail concerning 
it than the scope of our work will permit in describing the 
other operations. This is the more pardonable, because the 
explosion of the mine presents more stirring romance and 
terrible picturesque than most battle-scenes. . 

The position was chosen on account of a hollow justi in rear 
of a deep cut in the City Point Railroad, in advance of which 
were General Bumside's lines. Li this hollow, or ravine, such 
work could be carried on entirely ^ut of the enemy's sight. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Pleasants, of the Porty-eighth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, a practical miner, whose regiment 
was recruited in the mining district of Pennsylvania, first* 
proposed it to General Potter, who submitted the proposition 
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to General Bumside. The plan being warml j approTed b j 
General Bnmside, Colonel Pleasants set to work vigorously 
with his regiment, but found it very difficult to obtain proper 
instruments and implements. It is not too much to say that 
most of the higher commanders — ^we do not include Grant — 
regarded it without favor. It was considered a yerj doubtfal 
experiment, and the author of it was comparatively unknown. 
The work was begun on the 26th of June, and completed, 
except the charging with powder, on the 23d of July ; but in 
stating the obstacles he had to encounter, Colonel Pleasants 
declares that he would have done it in a third or fourth of 
the time, with proper tools and instruments.* On the 25th of 
July it was charged and entirely ready. He had not- been 
able to procure a proper theodolite to lay it out ; but his chief 
difficulty had been the excavation of the gallery, and what to 
do with the earth excavated. He used cracker-boxes, re^ 
enforced by hoops of iron taken from old beef and pork bar- 
rels, in place of barrows ; and his men piled np brushwood to 
conceal the increasing mound of earth. Not being able to pro- 
cure mining picks, he filed off and straightened the common 
picks for that purpose. The main gallery, which was horiison- 
tal, inclined for a short distance downward, at the entrance ; it 
extended five hundred and ten feet under our own work and 
the intervening space, ending directly nnder the parapet of a 
rebel redoubt. It was more than • twenty feet below the 
general surface. A vertical ventilating shaft was dug a 
little beyond the entrance, and a fire kept kindled in it. 
The dimensions of this gallery were four and a hsU feet" 
high, by four and a half feet viride at the bottom. These 
depended for their security upon the tenacity of the earth, 
there l>eing no frames. Two lateral galleries extended 
from the extremity of the mine under the rebel fort, the left 
one thirty-seven, and the right thirty-eight feet long. In these 
were placed the magazines, eight in alL It was originally de- 
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signed t ) charge it with six tons of powder — ^twelve thousand 
pounds ; but the same want of liberality, or rather of confi- 
dence, which had been displayed in not providing material 
for the construction, cut this down to four tons : and this was 
the charge, — about one thousand three hundred and fifty 
pounds in each magazine. These charges were strongly 
packed, or tamped, and the fuse set. The fuse was made of 
phosphorus, chlorate of potash, and other combustibles ; and 
running the length of the gallery, it communicated with the 
charged magazines. 

All being in readiness, orders were issued to explode the 
mine on the morning of July 30, at twenty minutes past three. 
Bumside was ordered to mass his corps on the night of the 
29th, organize his columns, take down a portion of the para- 
pet, dear away the abatis, if necessary, in his front, and be in 
readiness to moye at the moment of the explosion. > He was 
cautioned not to let his troops halt in the crater, but that 
they should press forward and crown the crest of Cemetery 
Hill, on the ridge which commanded Petersburg. 

Warren was drawn up on his left ; and Ord, just relieyed by 
Hancock's returning troops, drawn up with the Eighteenth 
Corps on his right. 

Meade's order, issued on the night of the 29th, gives an 
outline of the general movements to be made : 



M 



The fallowing inatnictions are iflsued for the gnidance of all conoened : 



" 1. Afl soon as it is dark, Major-General Bnmside, commanding Ninth Corps, 
will withdraw his two brigades, nndbr (General White, occupying the intrench- 
ments between the plank and Norfolk roads, and bring them to his front. Care 
will be taken not to interfere with the troops of the Eighteenth Corps^ moving 
into their position in rear of tlie Ninth Corps. General Bumside will form his 
troops for assaulting the enemy's works at daylight on the 80th, prepare his 
parapets and abatis for the "passage of the columns, and have the pioneers 
equipped for work in opening passages for artillery, destroying enemy's abatis^ 
and the intrenching tools distributed for effecting lodgment^ etc., etc. 

" 2. Migor-General Warren, commanding Fifth Corps, will reduce the number 
of his troops holding the intrenchments of his front to the minimum, and con 
eentrate all his avulable foree on his right, and hold them prepared to support 
the aaeault of Mi^or-General Bumside. The preparations in respect to pioneerq, 



368 GBANT AND HIS CAMPAIGNS. 

intienehing took, etc., etc, enjoined ai)on the Ninth Corps, 'wffl aim be made 
hj the Fifth Corps. 

*' 8. Ab soon Bs it is dark* lif^or-Geneial (M, onfnmanding EUghteeath Gozps; 
win leUeve his troops in the trendies by Generid Mott's diviaon of the Second 
Corps* and form his corps in rear of the Ninth Corps, and bo prepared to sup- 
port the assault of Major-General Bnmside. 

"4. Erery preparation xriU be made for moving forward the field artflleiT'ol 



"5. At dark, Mijov-Geoeral Hancock, commanding Second Corps, wUl more 
ttcm Dec^ Bottom to the rear of the intrenchments now held bj the Eighteenth 
Corps, resume the command of Mott's division, and be prepared at dajiight to 
follow np the assaulting and supporting columns, or for such other opemtioos 
•8 may be found necessary. 

^6. MijoiuQeneral Sheridan, commanding savaliy corps» will proceed at dsA 
from the vidni^ of Deep Bottom to Lee's mill, and at daylight will move with 
his whole corps, including Wilson's division, against the enemy's troops de- 
fending Petersburg on their right, by the roads leading to that town from the 
southward and westward. , 

** 7. Mijw Doane, acting efaief«ngineer, will have the ponton-trains, parked 
at convenient points in the rear, prepared to move. He will see that supplies 
of sandhags, gabions, fadnes, etc, etc., are in depot near the lines, ready for use. 

** He will detail engineer officers for each corps* 

** 8. At half-past three (8^) in the morning of the 80th, Major-General Bum- 
side will Cfpring liis mine, and his assaulting columns will immediately move 
niiidly upon tlie breach, seize the crest in the rear, and e^^t a lodgment thera 
He will be followed liy Migor-Qeneral Ord, who will support him on the right, 
directing his moyement to the crest indicated, and by Major-General Warren, 
who will support him on the left. 

" Upon the ezplosioQ of the mine, the artiUeiy of all kinds In batteiy wHI 
open upon those points <tf the enemy's works whose fire coveru the ground ofsr 
whieh our colomns must move, care being taken to avoid impeding the prog- 
ress of our troops. Special instructions respecting the direction of ^le will be 
Issued through the chief of artillery. 

"0. Corps commanders will report to the commanding general when their 
preparations are complete, and will advise him of every step in the progress d 
the operation, and of every thing important tlmt oocors. 

*' 10. Promptitude, rapidity of execution, and cordial C04>peration, are essen- 
Hal to success ; and the commanding general is confident that this indication 
of his expectations will insure the hearty efibrts of the commanders and troops. 

** 11. Headquarters, during the operations, will be at Ihe headquarters of the 
Ninth Corps. 

" By command of Majob-Gehkral Meajdb." 

The rebels were entirely ignorant of the locality of the 
mine, and the intention to explode it at that time. The 
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Petersburg andBiohmond papers had indulged in some sense- 
less pleasantry about onr mining projects ; but in that early 
morning, before daylight, the waking were as unsuspecting as 
those who slept. 

Exactly at the given hour the fuse was fired, and went hiss- 
ing into " the bowels of the earth." But the mine did not ex- 
plode. Pleasants knew in a moment the difficulty. He had 
been obliged to use a spliced fuse, instead of a whole one, or, 
indeed, two or three fuses, and it had stopped burning atjhe 
splice. Two brave men of the regiment, who believed in the 
mine, and who had toiled at it night and day under PleasalitSy 
Tolimteered for the dangerous service to go in and relight it. 
These were Lieutenant Jacob Douty arid Sergeant Harry 
Beese. They go along the gallery one himdred feet, before 
they reach the point where the fire stopped. Again, at ten 
minutes before five, the insidious flame travels to its destined 
goal. Generals Qrant and M^ade are at the front. '^It lacks 
a nrinute," said Pleasants. " Not a second," said Douty, 
" for there she goes !" A quiver, which becomes an earth- 
quake-tremor— ^and then, with a tremendous burst, a conical 
mountain rises in the air, streaked and seamed with lightning 
flashes. The vast mass is momentarily poised ; and as it thus 
hangs in air, discloses timber, planking, earth, bodies and 
limbs of men, and even one or two of the sixteen guns in the 
work. It is known that the work was occupied by portions 
of the Seventeenth, Eighteenth, and Twenty-second South 
Carolina regiments, under Colonel Fleming. Except the 
guard, the garrison was asleep. One instant of awakening, 
and then the crashing death. And then from every gun, 
great and small, that can be brought to bear, we pour in such 
thunder-storms of artillery as have rarely been witnessed or 
heard in America. 

The mine, in spite of all croaking and unbelief, is a com- 
plete, a splendid success. The rebels are completely para- 
lyzed ; their frightened troops give way to the right and left 
of the crater; their artillery is silent. A huge gateway is 
opened for us up to Cemetery Bidge, and beyond, into Peters- 

16* 
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burg. But the attack must be iiistaiitaneoxis. What delajB 
it? Where is the storming column? Too late. Five min^ 
utes pass, eight, ten, before Ledlie's diyision, which had beai 
selected by lot to lead the charge, has moved. When it does, 
led by the gallant General Bartlett, instead of complying mtix 
the order, it halts in the crater, and absolutely remains there 
an hoar. 

General Bnmside had at first contemplated sending 
forward his colored troops as stormers; but this behig 
objected to by General Meade, and the objection being sos* 
tained by General Grant, his division commanders drew lots 
for the perilous prominence, and the lot fell upon GenertJ 
Ledlie. 

The storming-party was then thus organized : Ledlie's diTi- 
sion of white troops (Ninth CJorps) was to lead the assault, 
charge through the crater, and seize the rebel •works on the 
crest of Cemetery HilL The other divisions (Willcox and 
Potter) were then to move forward, and form on the rigiit 
and left Eerrero*s (colored) division of the same corps, was 
to follow in the track of Ledlie. The Eighteenth Corps was 
then to support the grand assault ; and if more troops were 
wanted, A3rreB, of the Fifth, was to be moved in. 

As soon as General Meade hears this — ^that our advance 
will not move beyond the crater — ^he orders Bumside, at forty 
minutes after five, to push forward to the crest all his own 
troops, and to call on General Ord to move forward his 
troops of the Eighteenth Corps at once. Potter and Willcox 
have advanced to the right and left of Ledlie. Ferrero, with 
the colored division, was to have followed in rear of Ledlie, 
but the commander, who had remained in rear of the main 
line of the Ninth Corps works, when ordered to move, said 
there was no room until the troops already in his front should 
be moved out of the way. We are inclined to agree with 
him. His troops, however, after some further delay, were 
moved into the crater, where, with the rest, they moved for- 
ward, to be badly cut up, and then huddled, only increasing 
the confusion, and eventually the slaughter. Meade, on ac- 
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ooimt of the continued delay in moying out of the crater, di- 
rected Ord to push his corps forward ; but that officer very 
properly declared that this was impracHcable, there being 
no opening except that made by the crater, which was now 
crowded with men. 



THE CBATEB. 

The scene in the crater baffles all attempts at description* 
In this irregular chasm, two hxmdred feet long, sixty wide, 
and thirty deep, were clustered, among the wrecks of the ex- 
plosion, the dead, and the buried alive, thousands of our men, 
with no competent commanders to lead them. Many were 
soon in a state of wild delirium ; half-buried rebels were cry- 
ing out, *^ Yanks, for God's sake, take me out ; TU do as much 
for you some time." Many were crying for water. The con- 
fusion became worse confounded. It was a horrible chaos 
come again. ^ 

Potter's division, and some of the colored troops, get out of 
the crater, two hundred yards in advance ; but the rebels have 
aroused from their stupor. The guns of Cemetery Bidge have 
a direct fire upon the crater. Batteries to the right and left, 
pour in a cross enfilading fire. Some say the rebels are infu- 
riated at the sight of the colored troops. The place becomes 
a veritable hell on earth. literally, '' cannon to right of 
them," to the left, m front ; and soon the intervening space is 
swept. To remain in the crater is certain death ; to advance 
is impossible; to retreat is death; and it seems for the 
same reason impossible to succor them by sending more 
troops. The officers have no longer any controL The car- 
nage is frightful. 

Bumside is now directed, at nine o'clock, to withdraw his 
troops at his discretion: this he does at about two in the 
afternoon. Every thing had failed. The miae, a great suc- 
cess under difficulties, had resulted in next to nothing. We 
are fortunate in having the fullest account of it, as an investi- ' 
gation was ordered ; and the Court of Inquiry, composed of 
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Hancock, Ayrcs, and Miles, published its finding and opin- 
ion. From these we make a few quotations. The court 
says: 

The caiases of failure are** 

1. The hijudicioos formation of the troops in going forward, the movemoit 
being mainly by flank instead of extended front General Meade's order Indi- 
cated that columns of aasault should be employed to take Cemetoty S3I, and 
that proper passages should be prepared for those columns. It is the opinka 
of the court that there were no proper columns of assault. The troops should 
have been formed in the open ground in front of the point of attack, parallel to 
the line of the enemy's works. The evidence shows that one or more columns 
might have passed over at and to the left of the crater, without any previoas 
preparation of the ground. 

2. The halting of the troops An the crater instead of going forward to the 
crest, when there was no fire of any consequence from the enemy. 

8. No proper employment of engineer officers and working parties, and of 
materials and tools for their use, in the Ninth Corps. 

4. That some parts of the assaulting columns wero not properly led. 

5. The want of a competent common head at the scene of the' assault, to di- 
rect afibirs as occurrences should demand. 

Had not failuro ensued from the above causes, and the crest been gained, 
the success might have been jeoparded by the failure to have propfured in sea^ 
son proper and adequate debouches through the Ninth Corps' lines for troops, 
and especially for field artillery, as ordered by Mi^or-Gteneral Meade. 



The reasons why the attack ought to have been successful, 

1. The evident surprise of the enemy at the time of the exploeaon of the 
mine, and for some time after. 

2. The comparatively small force in the enemy's works. 

8. The ine^tive fire of the enemy's artillery and musketry, there bang 
soorcely any for about thirty minutes after ihe exploeion, and our artillery be- 
ing just the reverse as to time and power, . 

4. The fSewt that some of our troops were able to get two hundred yards be- 
yond the crater, towards the crest, but could not remain there or proceed fur- 
ther for want of supports, or because they were not properly formed or led. 

To these clear, cand^, and impartial words, we need add 
nothing ; nor is it necessary for us to introduce the blame at- 
tached by the court to certain officers in this connection. It 
is on record for those who desire to read it. 

General Grant was exceedingly disappointed at the result, 
as indeed he had a right to be. He had marched and eoirn- 
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tennarclied the Second Corps and Sheridan's cavalry, in 
order to confuse the enemy, and all for nothing. Our losses, 
Seidell were very great, numbered as follows ; Killed, forty- 
seven officers, and three hundred and seventy-two enlisted 
men ; wounded, one hundred and twenty-four officers, one 
tlionsand five hundred and fifty-five men ; missing, ninety-one 
officers, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen men ; — ^to« 
tal, four thousand and threOt 
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CHAPTEB XXXV. 



THE EEBEL ADYANOE ON WASHINGTON. 
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EaBLT HOTSg DOWK TBB VaLLXY.— GSAJfT BSHDS UP TBS BiZTB AJTD N aJHIMT B. 
— WaLLAOB MOTEB. — Is DBTKATBD, BUT DXTAIN8 EaKLT. — DBaXBUOTIOV. — ^WbI»BT 
IR OOXKAITD. — EaBLT BXTBBATa. — ^ThB ShXKANDOAH VaUUBT. — QrAST TUOft 
HUBTEB.— ShBBIDAN — LXT LOOBB. — WIKOHX8TSB. 

We mnst now go back, in point of time, to the beginning of 
July, and turn to the consideration of an event which promised 
to give Grant great additional trouble, and which cansefl him, 
as we have before indicated, to detach some of his troops, and 
send them northward for the defence of Washington towards 
the line of the Potomac. 

When Himter retreated from Lynchburg into Western Vir- 
ginia, the ever-memorable Valley of the Shenandoah was left 
open to the enemy, for raids across our frontier, into the loyal 
States of Maryland and Pennsylvania. The rebel authorities 
were not slow to avail themselves of the opportunity thus 
afforded. A considerable force was moved down the Valley, 
under General Jubal Early, who had resumed the command 
during the disability of Ewell, with the intention of invading 
the North, opening the way for larger bodies, and perhaps so 
working upon the fears of our people, and the authorities at 
Washington, as to force Grant to abandon the siege of Feteis- 
burg. Early's force was his own corps, with a portion of that 
of Breckinridge, and detachments, making in all from twelve 
to fifteen thousand men. 
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Grant was disappointed at this new obstacle to his plans ; 
bnt his ready resources did not fail him*. 

He ordered Hiinter, who was now in Western Virginia, to 
move as rapidly as possible, by river and railroad, to Harper's 
Ferry. But Hunter's delays were great. The water was low 
in the river, and the railroad was broken in several places. 
To meet this emergency, troops must be had at once ; there- 
fore, early in July, the Sixth Corps was taken from its lines in 
front of Petersburg, and sent to cover Washington. The 
Nineteenth Corps, under General W. H. Emory, which had 
been ordered from the Gulf as soon as Gr^t had heard of the 
failure of the Bed River expedition, had just arrived in Hamp* 
ton Eoads : without disembarking, it was also pushed after 
the Sixth. Bickett's division of the Sixth wa^ sent to Baiti* 
more. Wright, with the remainder, subsequently went to* 
Washington. 

In a miUtary point of view, the enemy deserve? great credit 
for the bold stroke he now made. Thundering down the Val- 
ley, on the 3d of July he was at^Martuisburg. Sigel, who had 
a small command there, at once retreated across the Potomao 
to Shepardstown. Weber, in command at Harper's Ferry, 
likewise evacuated the town, occupying the Maryland Heights 
opposite. The enemy, being now unobstructed, crossed the 
river at WiUidfeisport and Point of Bocks, and on the 6th of 
July was at HagerstOwn; from which he pushed a strong 
column towards Frederick, and -other detachments to destroy 
the railroad and canal, and to plunder the surrounding towns. 
Grant's foresight had been admirable, and the re-enforcements 
had been sent not a moment too soon, 

WALLACE tf OVES. 

General Lewis Wallace, in command o£ the Department of 
Annapolis, with his headquarters at Baltimore, taking with 
hiiTi his own command, and Bickett's division of the Sixth- 
eight thousand in aU — ^promptly moved out, first to Frederick, 
and then took position on the Monocacy, near the railroad 
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crossing, where, on tlie 8th of July, he fought the advancing 
enemy. The contest was unequal. The enemy were sixteen 
thousand strong. Except the Sixth Corps, Wallace's com- 
mand consisted of one hundred days' men, heavy artillery 
regiments, invalids, and volunteers ; and although he was de- 
feated by a flank movement of Early upon his right, he de- 
serves great credit for his prompt advance, his brave recep- 
tion of the impetuous rebel attack, and, in a word, for doing 
every thing in his power, with the inadequate means at his 
command. By this course of conduct he employed and de- 
tained the enemy, while Wright could reach Washington with 
the 'remainder of the Sixth Corps and the advance of the 
Nineteenth. 

These troops entered Washington at the very nick of time ; 
for the enemy, inspirited by his success on the Monocacy, at 
once moved upon the Federal capital ; while Wallace fell back 
to defend Baltimore. On the 10th of July, Early's cavalry 
was at Bockville. On the 12th, the commander of the troops 
in Washington, General Augur, threw out a reconnoissance in 
force from Fort Stevens, and encountered the enemy, losing 
two himdred and eighty killed and wounded ; but skirmishing 
was continued during the day, and the enemy retired that 
night, recrossing the Potomac at Portersville and Edwards' 
Ferry. * '^ 

Let every man have his just tribute. To give the arch- 
enemy his due, the rebels certainly gave us a good scare, and 
accomplished humiliating wonders in this brief period. The 
rebel cavalry destroyed a long stretch of the Northern Central 
Bailroad, and burned Gunpowder Bridge ; and, reaching a 
thoroughfare never dreamed to be insecure, captured a train 
on the Philadelphia and Baltimore road. 

At a quarter before twelve o'clock, on the night of the 12th| 
Grant telegraphed to Washington to have General Wright put 
In command of all the troops in the field there ; and he urged 
that our men should now be put out of the trenches, and push 
Early vigorously at every step of his retreat. In accordance 
with these directions, Wright began the pursuit, ahd overtook 
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the rear-gnard of Early at Snicker's Fenj, on the Shenandoah, 
where a sharp battle ensued, in which the enemy was wasted. 
Averill, who had promptly moved np the Vafley with his car- 
alry, caught a portion of Early's force at Winchester, and de- 
feated them, capturing four guns and five hundred prisoners. 

THE BHENAinX)AH YALLET. 

The yery difficult duty now devolved upon Grant of direct- 
ing the movements of troops from City Point, — difficult, be- 
cause not only were they out of his sight, but he had oonffict- 
ing reports of thp details of the operations. Mess€iges and 
orders crossed each other in such a manner as to confuse, not 
only the lieutenant-general, but also General Wright and the 
authorities at Washington. 

His first impulse, when he found Early retreating, was to 
bring back the Sixth and Nineteenth corps to Petersburg, and 
make a new assault on Lee before Early could re-enforce him ; 
but orders to that effect were postponed, and at length coun- 
termanded, as soon as he found that Early did not design to 
return to Bichmond, but meant to continue his operations in 
the Valley. Grant then directed General Hunter, who had 
now arrived with his troops from Western Virginia, to main- 
tain a defensive in the Valley, and thus deter the rebels from 
again advancing on Washington. 

Again concentrating his forces, on the 24th Early attacked 
Crook and Averill, and flanking them, droTie their forces 
through Winchester and across the Potomac. He was now 
ready for a forward movement. On the 25th he again came 
proudly forward, as if to cross the river ; and to meet him, • 
Grant ordered the Sixth Corps to Harper's Ferry. 

Connected with this movement of Early, was a rebel raid 
into Pennsylvania by a small cavalry force — only three or f oor 
hundred — under McCausland, which perpetrated the diabolic 
cal outrage of bui-ning the undefended town of Chambersburg, 
because the people would not, or could not, pay half a million 
of doUars ransom. He then retreated, with our cavalxy aftei 
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tiiTir^j to Ctunberland, where being met and defeated by Gen- 
eral Kelly, his force dispersed into Western Yirginia. 

But the main body of Early was by no means so easily 
znoYed. They were reaping the splendid harvests of the 
Valley, and sending large sdppHes to Bichmondr We haye 
already referred to the difficulty of commnnicating orders at 
this most perplexing period. From the time of Early's first 
raid, the telegraph wires were down between Washington and 
City Point. To send messages and receive answers required 
from twenty-fonr to thirty-six hours. New developments 
and constantly changing circumstances gave rise to contra- 
dictions, embarrassments, and misconceptions. It was evi- 
dent to Grant that he must have one competent head there, 
and it was due to this that he projected the Middle Military 
Division, to which we shall presently refer ; and on the 2d of 
August he ordered GeneraL Sheridan to Washington, with a 
-view of assigning him to the command of this new division, 
which was subsequently done. 

Indeed onr position in that quarter was extremely pre- 
carious, and might well give the lieutenant-general the deep- 
est concern. No time could be lost in irresolution. The 
enemy was concentrated in the neighborhood of Winchester, 
while the bulk of our forces were stiU on the Monocacy, at the 
crossing of the Baltimore and Ohio Bailroad. 

Thus Western Maryland and Southern Pennsylvania were 
exposed to invasion, should the rebels be bold enough to 
attempt it ; and yet Grant hesitated, without an examination 
of the field himself, to order a forward movement, for fear of 
exposing Washington. 

OB&iTF visrrs hufeeb. 

In order, therefore, to act with full intelligence, he left City 
Point on the 4th of August, and went in person to the import- 
ant points in this theatre of operations. On the 5th he visited 
General Hunter, and gave him written instructions to concen- 
trate all his forces near Harper's Ferry, using the railroad to 
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its utmost, in drder to save time. He farther instmcted Him« 
ter, if the enemy should move north of the Potomac, to moTe 
north promptly and attack- him; bnt if the enemy should 
move southward, sending only small raiding parties to the 
north, then Himter was to push southward after him, withont 
a moment's delay, using the large force of cayahry which he 
had to enable him to do so. He also directed Hunter to sweep 
tlie Valley clean of provisions, forage, and stock — to destroy 
what he could not use, but to protect the buildings as far as 
possible. As if to add another word of caution to the already 
explicit mBtructions, Grant told him to keep the enemy alwaja 
in sight. 

In accordance with these instructions, Hunter's troops were 
put in motion at once, and the advance reached Halltown, oh 
the railroad to Winchester, that night. 



THE MIDDIiE UnLTrABY DIVISION. 

In Grant's interview with Hunter, this general, without at aU 
asking it, had expressed his willingness to be reUeved from the 
command; which ofFeredGranttheopportuniiy of carrying out 
the purpose, already indicated, of forming the Middle Militaiy 
Division, and giving Sheridan the temporary command over 
all the generak and troops in the departments of Western 
Virginia, Washington, and the Susquehanna — up to this time 
separate and independent commands. The -cavalry divisions 
of Torbert and Wilson were at once ordered up from the 
Army of the Potomac to Harper's Ferry ; and Sheridan, who 
was waiting at Washington, was ordered, on the night of the 
5th, to come up by the morning train to Harper's Ferry. 

This Sheridan did ; relieved Hunter at once ; and received, 
in addition to the written instructions to Hunter, special in- 
structions from Grant, who then, better satisfied with thecoih 
dition of thin^, immediately returned to City Point, to super- 
vise the operations around Petersburg and Bichmond. Tor- 
bert's division of cavalry arrived at Harper's Ferry on the 11th 
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of Angusty and Torbert became chief of cavalry to Sheridan's 



SHEBIDAN. 

With his usual sagacity, Grant had made an admirable 
choice of a commander. A young man — then only thirty- 
tthree years of age — Sheridan had akeady become the most 
distinguished caTahry officer in the service. He was a gradu- 
ate of West Point, and devoted to the profession of arms. To 
great and trntiring energy, dashing bravery, and enthusiasm 
in fighidng, he added the natural gift of being able to control, 
in an electric manner, the affections and wUls of his men ; and 
lie was now to^ show that he had strategic intuitions of the 
fijrst order, and tactical iatelligence of the most clear and 
rapid kind. To no better man in the whole army could the 
difficult task have been assigned of utilizing all the troops, 
and grasping the strategy of this extensive and impo^ant 
division. 

He at once brought order out of the chaos. To confi'ont- 
the enemy, who had fallen back as if to lure h'.m forward, and 
who now occupied the west bank of Opequan Creek, covering 
"Winchester, Sheridan posted his forces in front of Berry- 
ville. They consisted of the army which Hunter had brought 
up from Western Virginia ; the Nineteenth Corps under Emo- 
17 ; and the Sixth Corps, und'er Wright ; with the commands 
of Crook and Averill ; in all 40,000 mep, of whom 10,000 were 
cavalry^ Torbert had command of the cavalry. 

Movements were made back and forward, and there were 
numerous cavalry engagements. When Sheridan feared that 
Early was going to decamp, he fell back; to hold him iq his 
front- 
Acting with proper caution. Grant did not yet feel author- 
ized to permit him to bring on a general engagement, fearing 
that, if we were defeated, Maryland ^nd Pennsylvania might 
be open to the rebel incursion. But on the other hand, it was 
of great importance to us to secure the use of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad and of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal ; 
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and if successful in a battle, we should be no more tionbled 
bj the threats or fears of a rebel invasion at the NortL 

Sheridan was very anxious to attack ; and so Grant, affcer 
weighing the chances well, determined to risk it. But fearing 
to give orders to that effect, without himself knowing the 
ground and the positions, and without an exact knowledge of 
Sheridan's views, he again left City Point, on the 15th of Sep- 
tember, and had an interview with Sheridan at Charlestown, 
not far from Harper's Ferry. 

SHEBIDAN LET LOOSE. 

Never was commander-in-chief more fully sjettisfied with tiie 
knowledge and power of a subordinate, than was Qrani with 
the statements of Sheridan. Two words, he said, contained 
all the orders it was necessary for him to give, and these 
were, " Go in /" It was like the " laisaez aHer** of the 
heralds to the impatient knights at the old tournaments. 
Grant asked him if he could be ready to move on Tuesday 
morning. Sheridan said, '^Yes, and before; on Monday 
morning, before daylight." General Grant adds, in his re- 
port : " He was off promptly to time ; and I may here add, 
that I have never since deemed it necessary to visit General 
Sheridan before giving him orders." High praise, tersely 
expressed, and richly deserved. With this permiBsi<m to 
move — ^to change a skilful defensive (which had, indeed, 
enabled him to perfect his organizations) into one of the most 
brilliant offensives recorded in any war, and upon which the 
historian would fain linger, forgetful of the proper relation of 
the parts of his narrative — ^with this permission begins a mag- 
nificent series of victories. 

WINOHESTEB. 

On the morning of the 19th, he attacks Early at the crossing 
of the Opequan, fights him all day until five o*clock, with severe 
losses on both sides, but beats him thoroughly; carries his 
entire positions, from the Opequan to Winchester, and drires 
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bixn tfaraogh Winchester, taking several thousand prisoners 
and five gnns. Early is absolutely stupefied at the shock. 
This is not the fighting he has been accustomed to, nor will 
Ke ever bo. Great credit is undoubtedly due to Sheridan's 
subordinates ; but Sheridan is the life of the entire battle, and 
in giving the enemy this taste of his quality, he sets an ex- 
ample to his own troops of what he expects of them in the 
future. 

Early had lost three thousand five hundred killed and 
-wounded, five thousand prisoners, five guns, and fifteen battle- 
flags. Three of his generals were killed and four wounded. 
Among the former was reported General Fitzhugh Lee. Not 
only was Early driven through Winchester, but he was sent 
•* whirling up the valley," so vigorously pursued, that he did 
not make a stand until he reached Fisher's Hill, thirty miles 
below Winchester. 

Here again, by a rapid and overwhelming assault, pursuing 
his favorite tactics of columns attacking in front — ^the Sixth 
in the centre and the Nineteenth on the left, and a flanking 
reserve of cavalry on each flank in succession — Sheridan dis- 
lodged and routed him on the 20th, pushing him down 
through Harrisonburg and Staunton, and scattering portions 
of his force through the gaps of the Blue lUdge. 

Sheridan then returned leisurely to Strasburg, and posted 
his victorious forces, for a brief season of rest, behind Cedar 
Greek. The operation had been briUiant in the extreme. 
From early morning on the 19th of September to the 25th, 
Early had lost his positions, his prestige, and ten thousand 
men, with a large number of guns. 

Torbert was now dispatched to Staunton on a destructive 
raid, during which he tore up seven miles of the Yirginia 
Central Bailroad, and destroyed the iron bridge across the 
Shenandoah. AH the grain which he could not use was like- 
wise destroyed, to keep it from the enemy, ehould he return 
on our track, which, it was certain, he would endeavor to do. 

We can only briefly advert to the other movements in the 
Valley. On the 8th of October, General Bosser, a **new 
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cavalry genera!," came up to try his hand on a portion of 
l^eridan's force, but was soon ''settled" by an attack on bk 
front and flanks, in which he lost caissons, ambulances, sop- 
plies, and wagons, and was pursued up the Y alley '' on the 
jump." 

CEDAB OBEEE. 

The rebel troops in the Valley, thus roughly handled, lost 
confidence in Early, and Longstreet was sent with large re- 
enforcements to command and reassure them. Again his 
cayahy suffered, but, nothing daunted, the rebel general now 
undertook one of the most daring operations of the war, and 
one that narrowly escaped being a success almost as brilliant 
as the recent yic^bories of Sheridan. With his force weU in 
hand, he rapidly crossed the mountarns which separate the 
forks of the river ; forded the North Fork, came upon our left 
flank, which was not properly protected; crept along the 
front of Crook's Corps, thus exposing himself to immense 
danger. But, favored by darkness and fog, he came into 
position imobserved, and just before dawn of the 19th of 
October, his men were lying in battle order not six hundred 
yards distant from our unsuspecting lines. Sheridan was 
absent, and the enemy knew it. The rebels also beUeved that 
the Sixth Corps had been withdrawn from the Yalley and sent 
to Grant Those real advantages gave them power ; the sup- 
posed advantages strengthened their morale. When fairly in 
position, they sprang up with an unearthly yeU,. poured 
upon our sleeping troops, seized batteries, which they turned 
upon us, enfilading our lines, and rolled back our left. The 
confusion spread — ^the troops began to retreat — in parts ii 
was a rout. 

SHEBIPAN BIDES POST FBOH WINOHES^TEB. 

Sheridan was at Winchester, twenty miles away, when 
the distant and faintly audible booming of cannon struck 
his ear. He mounted in hot haste, and riding Uko a 
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conrier, he arrived upon the field at ten o'clock, Ms horse 
covered with foam, and, like the Twin Brethren at the Lake 
BegilluB, his presence stayed the ebbing tide, and turned it 
into a destructive flood. Moving like lightning among the 
retreating troops, he swung his hat in the air, shonting at the 
top of his voice, ** Face the other way, boys ! we are going 
back!" Pushing forward past the stragglers, who at once 
began to rally, he reached the main body, repeating his fieiy 
words. " Boys," he added, " if I had been here, this never 
should have happened ; we are going back." Arranging and 
strengthening his lines while the enemy had, most of them, 
stopped for a time to plunder our camps, he was just in readi- 
ness to move forward, when the rebels came in for a new 
and overwhelming assault. Resisting this manfully, he caught 
its surge, and hurled it back; assumed the offensive; 
attacked again in two columns ; employed his cavalry in yigot- 
ous charges on both flanks ; succeeded, with Custer's divi- 
sion, in turning their left and rolling it up, and again routed 
them. Thus he snatched victory out of the jaws of defeat 
And all this — ^no one can gainsay it — ^was due to the brilliant 
genius and personal elan of Sheridan himself. The slaughter 
of the enemy was great. We captured almost everything 
they had, including the guns and camps which we had lost 
In the morning. The rout of the enemy was again complete. 
They flew to Staunton on wings of fear, while Sheridan pur- 
sued as far as Mount Jackson. No one was more gratified 
than Grant, who, as soon as he heard the news, telegraphed 
to the Secretary these words : 

** I bad a aalate of one hundred gtms fired from each of the armies here, in 
honor of Sheridan's last victoiy. Taming what hid fair to he a disaster into i 
glorious yictory, sUxmps Sheridan, tchat I haw aiwayB thought Mm, one tf HU 
Mett ofgeiMral9. 

" U. S.'GiULirr, Lieutenant-GenoaL'* 

This was, as it might well be, the last attempt of the enemy 
to invade the North through the Shenandoah Valley, whioh 
was now cafled, for them, the Valley of Humiliation. 
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General McGlellan haying resigned his oommission, to take 
effect on the 8th of November, it was ordered by the Presi- 
dent : 

" That for personal gallantly, military flkill, and just confidence in the Conr- 
ad and patriotLam of his tzoops, displayed by Philip H. Sheridan on the 19th 
of October at Cedar Ron, whereby, under the blessing of Providence, his routed 
army was reorganized, a great national disaster averted, and a bzilliant victoiy 
achieved over the rebels for the third time in pitched battle within thirty 
days, Philip H. Sheridan is appdnted miyor^general in the United States Army, 
to rank as such from the 8th day of November, 1664." 

Snch a prestige as that now established by Sheridan en- 
abled Grant to take the Sixth Corps and two caYaliy divisions 
to the licinify of Petersburg. 

The historian would fain linger upon such brilliant reoords 
as these, but it is necessary that we should now return to take 
a brief survey of what was being done in the Army of the 
Potomac. 
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A. Fort If oGilTery. 

B. Fort SteadnMii. 
a FortHaioall. 
B. Fort Morton. 
S. FortMetkle. 
F. Fort Bice. 

<^. Fort Sedgwick, or Fort H«|L 

H. FortD*vi& 

L Fort Preseott 

Z. Fort AUx«nd«r Hqroa 

Foam ojr j^q^ PsoLoirGATioir ov tbs 

iL Fort Keene. 
B. Fort UrmfltoB. 
0. FortConabej. 

D. Fort Fisher. 

E. Furt Weloh. 

F. Fort Gregg: 



I* 
H. 

N. 
O. 
P. 

Q. 
&. 

8. 
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Fort Howard. 
Fort WadBworth. 
Fort DoshaiMi 
Fort Davison. 
Fort MclCabOB. 
Fort Stevenson. 
Fort BlaisdeL 
Fort Psftriok KeU^. 



T. FortBroaa. 

WlflfT or TBJt WSLDOV R*TT.»ftAi>^ 

G. Fort Wheaton. 

H. Fort Sampson. 

I. Fort CommingB. 

K. Furt Emory. ,^ 

L. FortStebeit. 

M. Fort Clarkfli 



Fosn PBOTBOTiKa Crrr Point. 



O. Fort Abbott. 
P. Fort Craig. 
Qi Fort Graves. 
JL Fort McKeen. 



8. Fort Lewis 0. MorrbL 
T. Fort Merrlom. 
U. Fort Gould. 
T. Fort Porter 



NaMIM of OKKTADr fisBXL FoSTS ABOUND PxTSBflSUBa. 
A. Colqnlt's Salient d. Fort Mahono. 



h, Pecram^ Battery, the fort blown np at 

the mine explosion. 
e, Beeves' Salient 



«. Fort New Orleans. 
/ Fort Lee. 



X. Fort Harrison (on Chapin's Farm, north of James Blvar). 
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CHAPTER XXXYL * 

ABOUND PETEBSBUBG. 

AsnunODIT OV WoBXB.— MoTXIONT KORTH of THX JaMS8.~To TBX WxUXni BOAlh. 
Tkl OATTLa KAID.— MorXXBITT OV BOTH TLANKB.—ThB WS8TWABD XOTBOOrr.— BDV- 

un MOTBt.— Tn Arxt or thb Potomac xh xotioh.— Thb Dutch Qap CABAih«— 

GBBOG at StOHXT CbBXK.— CoXPABATIVB BX8T. 

The greater part of July and the. early days of Angost were 
spent in a proper adjustment of the defensive works, and in 
strengthening them from the Appomattox to the Jerusalem 
plankroad. The important points were crowned with redoubts, 
and heavy siege-batteries were erected in the most advan- 
tageous positions. 

In the early part of August, the lieutenant-general, believ- 
ing that Lee had detached three divisions from Petersburg to 
re-enforce the rebel army in the Shenandoah Valley, deter- 
mined to make a strong diversion north of the James in favor 
of another movement against the Weldon road. 

Let us look at these co-operative movements in their order. 
To this end the Second Corps was placed on transports and 
ostentaticmsly moved down the riyer, as if proceeding to For- 
tress Monroe ; but, under cover of night, the vessels turned 
and steamed up the river, and the expeditionary force landed^ 
at Deep Bottom on the llth "of • August. There ' it was 
joined by a cavahy division under Gregg, and a force from 
Butler's army under Bimey, which marched from Bermuda 
Hundred and crossed the xiver on the ponton-bridge at Deep 
Bottom. 
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The general order of battle, Bupermlended by General 
Granty who visited the field, was as follows : The cavalry well 
thrown out on the Charles City road ; the Second Corps on 
the right, and the troops of the Army of the James on the left, 
while the gunboats moved up to shell the rebel works as our 
troops advanced. The whole force moved out silently frofil 
Strawberry Plains towards the enemy. On the 14th, Hancock 
manoeuvred to the right, connecting with the cavalry,''and an 
attack was made upon the enemy's position, in which Bimey's 
troops were quite successful, capturing the enemy's rifle 
trenches, and wresting from him four guns, four colors, and 
seiveral hundred prisoners. In this engagement, the Tenth 
Connecticut and Fourteenth Massachusetts regiments greatly 
distinguished themselves. The attack of Barlow's division, 
made at the same time, was not quite so successful Again 
Hancock manoeuvres to ^ find weak points in which to attack, 
and on the 16th another assault is made, but without import- 
ant results. Gregg makes a fearless advance on the right ; 
drives the enemy's cavalry before him to White's tavern; 
but is in turn driven back by strong re-enforcements of the 
enemy, to Deep Bun, where he makes a stand. In these 
actions the rebels lost heavily, and among their killed were 
Generals Chambless and Gherardie. The 17th, 18th, and 
19th were spent by the troops in skirmishing. On the night 
of the 18th a strong attack, of the enemy was handsomely 
repulsed : but the main purpose of the movement north of the 
James is already accomplished ; and besides, the enemy is 
too strong to be broken there. Grant has learned that Lee 
has not detached tKree divisions to the Shenandoah, but only 
<m€, that of Kershaw. This movement north of the James 
has retained the others, which were under marching orders 
when it began. On the 20th, Hancock, who has already sent 
back one division, that of Mott, is ordered to take the re- 
mainder of his corps back to Peteisburg, to be in readiness 
for the movement by the left. Our losses north of the James 
were about five thousand. 
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TO THE WELDOK BOAB. 

Haying attracted the enemy's attention to the north side, 
of the James Biver, and giyen him some concern as to the 
defences of Bichmond in that quarter. Grant now put War- 
ren in motion,. on the 18th of August, with four days' 
rations, to strike the Weldon road at Six-nule Station, near 
Olobe Tayem. Warren reached this point and b^an to 
destroy the track. On the 19th his position was thus fully 
three miles from the left of our intrenched line on the 
Jerusalem road. While he was extending his pickets to 
connect, the enemy, eyer ready and skilful to take adyan* 
tage of gaps — ^those open joints in the harness of armies 
—thrust in heayy masses in the form of a Virginia brigade, 
under Watkins, and a Mississippi brigade, under Dayis, 
(the two forming Mahone's diyision of Hill's corps), struck 
his right flank heayily, held by Crawford, and turned upon 
his right rear. This attack was of the nature of a surprise, 
but Warren was equal to the emergency, and although he 
lost seyera} himdred pris<mers at the first, he changed front 
to meet the flanking dash, moyed the diyiaions of Willcox and 
White (late Ledlie's), of the Ninth Corps, to strengthen his 
right, and sustained a yiolent attack of Heth's diyision of 
Hill's corps on his left, which was at first partially successfuL 
In this action on the left we lost many prisoners, and among 
them, General WiUiam Hays. The result of this engage- 
ment presents a decided balance in our fayor. For although 
we had lost heayUy, we had gained permanent possessicm of 
the Weldon road,, and had intrenched upon it, while notwitii- 
standing the yalor of the enemy, the prisoners he boasted, 
and the skilful attacks which at first broke our line and sent 
it back iQ confusion, he had lost the raiboad foreyer, the 
question, par excellence, for which he was fighting. 

On the 20th our troops on the left were allowed by the 
rebels to rest and strengthen the new position, which should 
haye been at once assaulted, had Hill hoped to succeed. After 
thus giying us twenty-four hours of inyaluable time, TTtII at- 
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tacked, on the 2181, to dislodge Warren, striking boldly oar 
left wing and centre simtdtaneonslj, bat without success. 
Their attack haiong failed, Warren then made a gallant riposte, 
in which he captured foor flags and. four hundred prisoners. 
In this action General Cutler was wounded, and the brave 
Colonel Dushane of the Maryland brigade was killed. 

The advanced position of Warren on the loft now led to a 
gradual extension of the other corps westward. The Second, 
under Hancock, was moved in the vicinity of the Weldon 
road on the 22d ; and on the 23d, Miles' division and Gregg's 
cavabry were once more dispatched to the fatal Beams' Sta- 
tion, to destroy it. The enemy contesting the advance of this 
force, Hancock goes down to its assistance with Gibbon's di- 
vision, and driving the rebel troops away, Hancock's command 
proceed with the destruction of the road on the 24th. Bui 
the enemy is not disposed to yield the station. On the 25th 
he comes down in stronger force, and obliges Hancock to con- 
centrate and fight a battle there. The attack was made with 
inreat fury, and after several handsome repulses, he succeeds 
^ breZg a portion df our line, and captLxg five guBS. 

Upon the receipt of intelligence that Hancock was pressed, 
Meade sent down Willcox's division of the Ninth Corps to his 
assistance, but it did not arrive until the action was over. At 
nightfall Hancock withdrew his force, the enemy moving away 
at the same time. During this brief period our losses had 
been great. From the 18th to the 21st inclusive, they were 
not less than five thousand men, and in the battle at Beams' 
on the 25th, they numbered two thousand five hundred. 

We are not prepared to concede that the losses at Beams' 
Station were compensated for by the results ; indeed it seems 
to have been proven that we did not need that position, for 
after many severe actions it was eventually abandoned to the 
rebels. But the great movement began on the 18th of August 
resulted in our permanent occupancy of the Weldon Bailroad. 
The enemy fell back to within three miles of Petersburg, and 
we were at once enabled to follow, and intrench on the rail- 
road, within three and a half miles of the city, with our skir* 
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mishers adyantageously thrown out to a point near the 
Yaoghan road. Our intrenchments were laid out on this new 
line connectiiig with the former left on the Jerusalem road. 

For a brief period the army again had rest, and an oppor- 
tunity to strengthen their positions. By the 13th of Septem- 
ber a raihroad was completed, uniting the City Point and 
Petersburg road with the Weldon road ; thus insuring supplies 
of all kinds, without concern as to the weather, which had 
often made wagoning difficult in the extreme. 

THE CATTLR RAH). 

Just at this time occurred a stratagem of the enemy, known - 
as the famous Cattle Baidy which indicated at once the diffi- 
culty of attaining perfect security in rear of such an extended 
postion, and also the danger of neglecting proper precautions^ 
because the security seems great. Three, regiments of rebel 
cavalry came swiftly down through our lines to Ooggins* 
Point, surprised the small force giULrding the grazing-ground, 
and succeeded in driving off two thoiftand five hundred head 
of cattle collected there, and helping the rebels to a few 
rations of fresh beef, with the hearty laugh of " those who 
win," at our expense. 

MOVEMENT ON BOTH FLANKS. 

While constantly keeping an eye oi^ the Southside Bailioad, 
General Grant, satisfied that on so extended a line as the 
rebels were compelled to hold, in order to confront his 
own, there must be weak spots, and that these points were 
mostly to be found on or near their flanks, determined to 
make a demonstration on the north side of the James Biver, 
with Butler's troops, in co-operation with one to be made ^ 
by Meade against the enemy's right, — ^a mode of tactics which 
would require the movement of rebel troops to the greatest 
distances, and which would be ready to punish his concentra- 
tion on one flank by an overwhelming attack on the other. 
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The moTement north of the James was under General Ord.- 
The Tenth Corps, under Birney, and Ord's (Eighteenth) corps, 
crossed on the ponton-bridge to Deep Bottom, on the night of 
ihe 28th of September, and moving forward the next mommg 
against Fort Morris, and the long line of intrenchments just 
below Ghapin's farm, thej saccessfollj assaulted these. The 
Eighteenth Corps was on the left, Bimej in the centre, while 
the cavalry extended to the right. Sixteen guns were captured 
in this engagement. Ord took Fort Morris. But, in pursuing 
this success, that general was wounded, and General Godfrey 
TVeitzel succeeded to the command. General Bumham was 
killed. In front of the intrenchments mentioned was a strong 
work called Fort Gihner, which resisted the attack of the 
Eighteenth Corps, although some of the stormers reached the 
ditch ] but Birney took New Market Heights, while the cav- 
alry, under Kautz, taking advantage of the battle, penetrated 
by the road to the right to the toll-gate, only two or three 
miles from-Bichmond. Here the multiple lines of the enemy's 
works checked their advance, and Kautz was obliged to re- 
tire. But this movement of our right had resulted in a val- 
uable success. Wd had gained a strong position, from which 
the enemy could not dislodge us. 

THE WESTWABD MOVEMEMT. 

Let us now turn to the left, from which the counter-mpve- 
ment was to be made. On the 30th of September, General 
Ghrant had ordered the demonstration to be made, for the 
alternative purpose of seeing whether the enemy had weakened 
his lines at that point — of which he would at once take ad- 
vantage — and also to prevent such a movement of troops as 
would crush the force operating north of the James. . 

The expeditionary force in this direction was composed of 

two divisions of the Fifth Corps, imder Warren, and two of 

the Ninth, under Parke. They moved from our left towards 

Poplar Spring Church and Peeble's farm, which points the 

enemy had strongly intrenched, to cover our approaches upon 

the Southside Bailroad. Gregg's cavalry accompanied this 

17* 
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force, and moved farther towards the enemy's right and 
Griffin's division of the Fifth Corps came upon the enemy's 
intrenchments on Peeble's farm, and gallantly stormed the 
rifle-pits and a small redoubt, taking one gmi and about one 
himdred prisoners. Ayres' division of the same corps mo^ed 
up the Squirrel Level road, and also carried a small work in 
its front. Parke, moving past them on the left, towards tlie 
Boydton plankroad, was met by the enemy in force, and com- 
pelled to fall back for a short distance j but Griffin moved ap 
to his support, and the enemy was thus checked. Gregg's 
advance on this day drove the enemy before it. As soon as 
word had reached Meade's headquarters that Parke was 
pressed, Mott's division of the Second Corps was pushed for- 
ward to his assistance. This was on the 1st of October, but be- 
fore these re-enforcements arrived the conflict was at an end. 

By this time Gregg had reached the Duncan road, where he 
had a sharp encounter with the enemy, and succeeded in driv- 
ing him back with loss. Among the rebel killed was General 
Dunnovan. The success thus far assured now led to a com- 
bined advance along the line, which found the enemy strongly 
intrenched. Having gained a new point of value in our ^i- 
circling movement to the left, it was thought best to intrench 
in the enemy's front, and join this new acquisition to onr 
former left flank. Our losses, in these actions, were about 
two thousand five hundred in killed, wounded, and prisoners. 

Thus our approaches were slow, but sure, and the enemy 
found himself daily more contracted in his lines, with his com- 
munications constantly threatened. On the 7th of October 
the enemy made a new movement against the cavalry of 
Kautz, north of the James, to turn our left flank, which re- 
sulted in disaster. He lost nine guns, and a considerable 
number of prisoners ; but when he fell back to our infantry 
positions, all efforts of the enemy to take them were entirely 
unsuccessful. 

Pending these movements, there was much picket and 
ftrtniery firing all along the line of the trenches, in front of 
Petersburg, especially in the neighborhood of the salient 
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called "the sore point," and "Fort Hell," which was the 
soabriqnet of Fort Sedgwick, covering the Jerusalem plank- 
road. 

BI7TLEB MOTES. 

On the 13th of October, Gteneral Butler again made a strong 
reconnoissance, resulting in an assault designed to drive the 
enemy away from Bome n«w works which the rebels were 
constructing, but thej were found too strong, and the partial 
attack was repulsed On the 15th, Mr. Stanton, the Secre- 
tary of War, visited the armies operating against Bichmond 
and Petersburg, accompanied by the chiefs of the Quarter- 
master and Commissary departments, and the Surgeon-Oen- 
eral, to find out the condition of the troops, and to provide all 
that should be needed. 



THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC IN MOTION. 

It was now late in the autumn, and approaching the winter, 
in which movements on a large scale in that quarter must be 
suspended ; but before' such a period of comparative inaction 
should set in. Grant determined to make one solid effort to 
find the enemy's right flank. To this end, orders were issued 
for the movement of the entire Army of the Potomac, leaving 
only the necessary guards of the trenches and redoubts. 
The men were provided with four days' rations for the infan- 
try, and three for the cavalry, and the army left its intrench- 
ments, secretly and suddenly, on the morning of Thursday, 
the 27th of October. The new objective was the South Side 
railroad, and the prospect of breaking the enemy's line. 

A glance at the terrain which Vas to be the principal field 
of operations from this time until the last days of the struggle, 
will show that the enemy, after being forced to abandon the 
Weldon road, placed such dependence upon the Boydton 
plankroad that he covered this by works extending from the 
right of his Petersburg defences; and the crossing of this road 
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at Hatcher's Bun became a point in dispute. Should he lose 
this ro4d, the White Oak road became an important line ; and 
should that be flanked, as it eyentuallj was at Five Fork?, the 
Southside Bailroad must be strongly fortified, or it wjoold fall 
into our possession. Hancock, with the Second Corps, moved 
forward, crossed Hatcher's Bun, on the Yaughan road, and 
reached the Bojdton road, near Burgess's nulls, on the run, 
thus being only about six miles distant from the Southside 
road. Two divisions of the Fifth, with some cavabry, moving 
in advance on our left, forced the passage of the run at Arm- 
strong's Mills, and then marched up the run towards the 
railroad, to join Hancock. But the country was almost a terra 
incognita; the only map we could obtain was an old one of Din- 
widdie Coxmty ; the thickets were dense, and the roads wind- 
ing, and therefore this junction was not made. The efforts of 
the Ninth Corps were repelled by the strongly posted ^lemy, 
and after due consideration. Grant, finding that we could not 
strike his flank, and that in an attack in front the enemy 
fought at great advantage, issued, orders to return. Before 
these could be carried out, however, the enemy, with char- 
acteristic adroitness, penetrated into the space between 
the Fifth and Second corps, and strAck a heavy blow upon 
the flanks of both. It should be observed that the command- 
er of neither corps considered the orders he had received as 
contemplating a junction of the corps, and that the penetration 
of the enemy was due to the nature of the ground, and not to 
the fault of the corps commanders. With commendable 
judgment and rapidity, however, Hancock faced his corps to 
meet the attack, and, after a sanguinary conflict, he drove the 
enemy away, and then complied with the orders, and with- 
drew. The Army of the Potomac returned to its intrench- 
ments, having gained little besides the practical knowledge of 
the ground, which was to be fought over many times before 
the end should be. 

In accordance with a system established on so many prece- 
dents, while this movement was going on, Butler made another 
demonstration on the north, in two columns,. which attacked 
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£he enemy on the Williamsburg road and on the York Biyer 
Bailroad. In the first he was tmsnccessfol, and in the second 
lie took a fort, which, however, was afterwards abandoned. 



THE DUTCH GAP CANAL. 

We must here mention a project or experiment made by 
General Butler; to cut off a long double stretch of the James 
ULyer. The peninsula known as Farrar's Island, inclosed in 
this loop of the river, is, at the nearest points of the river, 
less than half a mile wide. On the 10th of August work was 
begun on a deep cut at this point, which it was hoped would 
open a passage for our iron-clads. It was prosecuted with 
vigor, negroes being employed as laborers ; and afterwards, 
rebel prisoners were set to digging by Butler, under fire of 
their batteries, in retaliation for rebel outrages. The project 
was never popular ; and among the men it was proposed, in 
the way of pleasantry, that courts-martial should sentence 
hardened offenders to two years' hard labor on the Dutch Gap 
Canal. On the 25th of November the steam dredging-ma- 
chine was sunk by the enemy's shot. On the 1st of January 
the bulkhead was blown out, but the earth came cruelly back 
into the canal ; and on the 2d, the enemy's enfilading batteries 
ploughed through it from end to end. Although small vessels 
eventually passed through it, it was useless during the war, 
but may become of value hereafter for purposes of peaceful 
commerce. 

The quiet at Petersburg was now only broken by slight re- 
connoissances and artillery firing. 

GBEGO AT STONET OBEEE. 

On the 4th of December, Gregg marched with his cavalry 
to the crossing of the Weldon Bailroad at Stoney Greek. It 
had been reported that the enemy was constructing from this 
poict a branch railroad to connect with the Southside road. 
Here he found a part of the grading made ; but after a slight 
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refliBtaiice, he snoceeded in biinung the buildiiigs and snpplieB 
of material, and set out on his return. He was fierody kir 
lowed bj Hampton, who harassed his rear. Greg's dispo- 
sitions were skilfuL His second brigade brought up the rear, 
and held the enemy in check ; and when hard pressed, the 
first brigade relieved it, the second marching past ii The 
first was in turn relieved by the ihStd ; and thus he retomed 
to the army. 

OOXPABITIVE BEST. 

From this time, the operations of the armies of tiie Potomac 
and the James were principally of a defensive character. 
The lines were strengthened, and busy preparations were 
made for the spring campaign, designed and destined to be 
the final one. On the 28th of November, General Hancock 
was commissioned to recruit, as rapidly as possible, a new 
corps, to be called the First Corps ; and General Humphreys, 
who had been General Meade's chief of staff, was promoted to 
the command of the Second, which he exercised with signal 
ability during the remainder of the war. 

Notwithstanding the vague threats of the rebel journals, 
that Lee was contemplating some grand movement, General 
Grant now permitted many officers to go on furlough for 
Christmas holidays. Nor were the festivities of the season 
forgotten in camp. Luxuries were sent down to the soldiers 
by loving friends and admiring countrymen at the North ; and 
that Christmas in camp will long be remembered with pleasure 
by the soldiers. 

It is proper now to take advantage of this pause, to place 
on record what had been done by the Army of the Potomac, 
after a campaign unparalleled in the annals of war, ancient or 
modem. The want of proper documents alone prevents our 
giving similar statements with regard to the Army of the 
James, — a lack which we sincerely regret 
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Thbuiar StaUmmU of OatuaUUe in ifu Army nf the Potomac, from Moiy 5, 1864^ to 

JBhvomber 1, 1864. 



BATTLBa. 



"W ildemem 

Bpottsylvania . . . 

North Anna 

Ck>ld Harbor 

Petert»biinr 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Trenches. 

Weldoo RK 

Reams' Station . . 
Peeble's Farm.. . 

Trenches 

Boydton Pl'kr'd. 



DATB8. 



May 5 to 12 

May 12 to 21 

Hay 21 to 81 

Jane 1 to 10. 

June 10 to 20 

June20 to JalySO. 

July 80 

Ang. 1 to 18 

Aug. 18 to 21 

Aug. 25 

Sept. 80 to Oot 1 . . 
Aug. 18 to Oct* 80. 
Oct. 27 to 28 



KILLED. 


WOUNDBD. 


MIRSING. I 


OfBc«rs. 


Enliiit«l 
Men. 


Ofllowa. 


Bnlfatad 
Men. 


OfBcera. 


BnlUtod 
Men. 


269 
114 
12 
144 
85 
29 
47 
10 
21 
24 
12 
18 
16 


8,019 

2,082 

188 

1,561 

1,118 

576 

872 

128 

191 

98 

129 

284 

140 


1,017 

259 

67 

421 

861 

120 

124 

58 

100 

62 

50 

91 

66 


18,261 
7,697 
1,068 
8,621 
6.492 
2,874 
1,555 

626 
1,055 

484 

788 
1,214 

981 


177 

81 

8 

51 

46 

108 

91 

1 

104 

95 

56 

4 

8 


6,667 

248 

824 

2,855 

1,568 

2,109 

1,819 

45 

8,072 

1,674 

1,700 

800 

619 


796 


9,776 


2,796 


51,161 


775 


28,088 



Aggre> 
gAte. 



29,410 

10,881 

1,607 

18,153 

9,665 

5,816 

4,008 

868 

4,548 

2,482 

2,685 

2,417 

1,902 

88,887 



Staimuid ehowing the Number of Ooiore captured from the Enemy, during the OfcraUohi 
of the Army of the Butomac^from May 4, 1864, to November 1, 1864. 

Nomber of Colors captared 67 

Captured by Cavalry Corps 8 

Captured by Second Corps 40 

Captared by Fifth Corps 10 

Captured by Sixth Corps 8 

Captured by Ninth Corps. 11 

67 

Note. — The foregoing statement is made up of the reports of captured 
pdors that had been received at this time. 

Two divisians of the Cavalry Corps and the Sixth Corps having been tians« 
ie/aed from the Army of the Potomac, it is not certainly* known that all the 
colors o^ptured by these troops, prior to their transfer, are here reported. 



Statement thowing the Number of Prieonere captured by the Army of the Potomac, during 

the Operationefrom May 4, 1864^ to November 1, 1864. 

FromMayl toMay 12 7,078 

From May 12toJuly31 6,506 

From July 81 to August 81 673 

From August 81 to September 80 ' 78 

Fnm/ September 80 to October 81 1,188 

Total 16,878 

NoTB. — ^The tabular statements here made are taken from unpublished ma 
terial, kindly fiimished me bj a staff-officer of General Grant. 
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StaUnufd tkotDing ths dumber of Qwn% oaptvrtdfriym ike Btumy^ alao ike JFvmbtr pf 
Ount loH^ during tks Operaiioni of tke Army of ik$ Potomac, from May 4, 1864, to 
Novembm' 1, 1864. Thirty-hoo ffvm were oapUtred^ and UoetUjf-fi9€ guM latL, mm 
foUowt: 



Datb. 



Hay 6 

10 



(f 



" 11 

" 12 

Jane 17 

" 22 



II 



29 



July 28 
** 28 
Ang. 15 
26 



tt 



BepLSO 



OOBM. 



nfth. 

Second. 

CavaliT. 
Second. 
Ninth. 
Second. 

Cavalry. 



Second. 
Cavalnr. 
Second. 
Second. 

Fiah. 



KVMBBB. 



Oapt'd. 



2 

20 

4 



4 
1 



82 



Lott. 



2 
1 



4 
8^ 

1 
9 



25 



WildemoBS. 

Sonth of the Po 

River. 
Yellow Tavern. 
SpoUevlvania; 
Petersoarg. 

Ditto. 

Reams' Station. 



Jones' Neck. 
Deep Bottom. 

Reams' Station. 

Poplar 6r. Ch. 



Winslow's battery "D," Firs* 

N. Y. Artillery. 
Brown's battery "B," flnt 

B. I. Light AitiUery. 



McKnlght'a Twelfth K. T. 

battery. 
Maynadier»s, " K," Ftet U. 8., 

4 ; Fiuhngh's, " G" and 



Denison's, « A," Second U. S. 

Sleei>er'8 Tenth Mass. hatt^4 ; 
McEnight's, Twelfth N. Y., 1. 



While thns we leave the armies arotmd the rebel capital in 
winter-quarters, and Grant in his little wooden hnt at Giiy 
Pointy it becomes necessary to cast a glance aronnd the hori- 
zon, and note the work which was done, and which was to be 
done, elsewhere. In the biography of any other general, this 
would be only an incidental mention ; but it must be remem- 
bered, that although Grant had his headquarters with the 
Army of the Potomac, he had the entire jcontrol of all the 
armies in the field, and his plans were formed with reference 
to the combined movements of all the armies. 
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CHAPTER XXXTH. 

« 

OTHEB PABTS OF THE GEEA.T THEATRE. 

Bhsbxhit.— Hood Ko>rxs nro TxinntasB. — 6xnxba.l Thomas.— Gkmxbal Hood.^ 
MoBiui. — ^Pbiob jhtabbs Mu8ou|ii.— To Wttubtillb avd S^lttillb. 

SHEBICAK. 

It is not within onr scope to give a detailed account of the 
doings of this illostrioos general They constitute a special 
theme, and are elsewhere written. We shall only present the 
outline. 

Moving from Chattanooga, with the three armies of the 
Cumberland, the Tennessee, and the Ohio (commanded, re- 
spectively, by Generals Thomas, McPherson, and Schofield), 
he marched upon Johnston at Dalton ; and when that com- 
mander fell back upon the strong position of Buzzard's Boost, 
Sherman, moving forward with Thomas and Schofield in front, 
turned the position by sending McPherson to Snake Gap. 
Johnston fell back to. Besaca ; and after a desperate battle 
there,, retreated to Cassville, and across the Etowah Biver. 
After a rest, Sherman moved to Dallas, and thus turned the 
Alatoona Pass. After several fierce battles near New fiope 
Church, in the neighborhood of Dallas, Johnston retreated to 
Kenesaw, Pine Hill, and Lost moimtains, where he strongly 
intrenched himself. Once more Sherman moved by the right 
flank ; and Johnston crossed the Chattahoochee, eventually 
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falling back upon Atlanta. Here, dissatisfied with the tactics 
of Johnston, the rebel authorities relieved him, and placed 
Hood in command. At this point, a furions battle ensued, in 
which General McPherson was killed, and his army tempo- 
rarily commanded by General Logan, until Howard was 
assigned to the command. 

•But Hood's fierceness met no better fate than Johnston's 
retreating tactics. Sherman makes a flank movement by the 
right, on the Montgomery and Macon Bailroad, and Hood has 
no alternative but to retire from Atlanta, which was at once 
occupied by General Slocum, with the Twentieth Corps, on 
the 2d of September. Sherman spends some time in refitting 
at Atlanta, and preparing for a new move, while the enemj, 
seemingly now purposeless, moves round to the north to 
cut the communications, which Sherman was preparing to 
abandon. * 

Amazed at Hood's folly in leaving the south utterly de- 
fenceless, Sherman did not waste much time in following and 
driving his army before lum ; but. making hia arrangements 
to leave Thomas to protect Tennessee and take Hood in 
charge, he sets out on that magnificent march southward, 
which has no parallel in our history. Detaching the Fourth 
Corps, under Stanley, and the Twenty-third, under Schofield, 
to Thomas, he begins his movement on Savannah on the 14th 
of November, threatening Augusta and Macon as he ad- 
vances, and finding no enemy to oppose him in that *' grand 
gallop through Georgia." Never had the people so lost their 
confidence in the Ck>nf ederate government as now. Their cry 
of agony was fierce and bitter. Passing around the City of 
Savannah, he stormed Fort McAllister, while Beauregard 
Mid Hardee were only too glad to escape with the garrison 
of the city. 

Leaving the thread of Sherman's movements for future 
consideration, let us now loc^ at Hood, 
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HOOD MOVES INTO TENNESSEE. 

The Confederate commander^ a gallant soldier but an nn- 

skilfal general, breaks up his encampments at Tuscumbia 

and [Florence, and marches northward upon a road which 

leads him to swift destruction. Of this moyement General 

Ghrant says, with simple, but severe criticism : " Hood, instead 

of following Sherman, continued his move northward, which 

Beemed to me to be leading to his certain doom. At all 

events, had I had the power to command both armies, I 

slionld not have changed the orders under which he seemed 

to be acting." Our observing corps, under Schofield, which 

bad been watching his advance, now retire rapidly before 

him. Hood comes on so fast that it becomes necessary to 

figbt a battle at Franklin, in order to get our trains across 

the Big Harpeth Biver and into Nashville. The battle of 

Franklin was skilfully fought by Schofield on the 30th of 

November, our lines being drawn up in semi-circular form, 

with both flanks resting on the river. AU Hood's attacks 

were repulsed, and Schofield did not faU back until after he 

had accomplished his purpose, and the trains were secure. 

The rebel loss was six thousand ; ours, two thousand three 

himdred. He had six general officers killed, six wounded, 

and one captured. Of this battle, General Grant speaks as 

follows: "This was the first serious opposition the enemy 

met with, and, I am satisfied, was the fatal blow to all his 

expectations. During the night, General Schofield fell back 

towards Nashville ; this left the field to the enemy — ^not lost 

by battle, but voluntarily abandoned, so that General 

Thomas's whole force might be brought together." 

Hood now advanced upon Nashville, and drew his lines 
around the city, but was no sooner in position than Thomas 
attacked, broke his lines, and, in a battle which lasted two 
days, defeated and routed him, capturing nearly all his artil- 
lery, and a large number of prisoners, and driving him south- 
ward, a disorganized mass of stragglers rather than an army. 
He had come into Tennessee with fifty thousand men, impa- 
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tient for action and certain of -victoiy. He left it with leas 
than twenty-five thousand, never again to have any value oi 
status as an army in the field. 



GENEBAL THOMAS. 

I 

I 

General Grant had felt greatly concerned at this bold 
vanoe of Hood, and feared that Thomas- was .postponing too 
late the auspicious moment to check and hurl it back. Hjs 
views at this time, and the great satisfaction which he experi- 
enced at the result, we will present in his own words : 

" Before the bcittle of Naahville, I grew Tezy Unpatient over, as it appeared 
to me, the unnecessaiy delay. This impatienoe was increased upon leaminip 
that the enemy had sent a foroe of cayaby across the Cimiherhmd into Keiir 
tacky. I feared Hood would cross his whole army, and give ns great trouble 
there. After urging upon Qeneral Thomas the necessity of immediately as> 
suming the offensive, I started west to superintend matters there in person. 
Reaching Washington City, I received General Thomas's dispatch announcing 
his attack upon the enemy, and the result, as far as the kmttle had progressed. 
I was delighted. All my fears and apprehensions were dispelled. I am not 
yet satisfied but that General Thomas, immediately upon the appearance of 
Hood before Nashville, and before he had time to fortify, should have moved 
out with his whole force and given him battle, instead of waiting to remount 
his cavalry, which delayed him until the inclemency of the weather made it . 
impracticable to attack earlier than he did. But his final defeat of Hood was so 
complete, that it will be accepted as a vindication of that distiiigaished officer's 
judgment." 

The battle of Nashville did more than yindicate the judg- 
ment of Thomas ; it set an additional seal to his reputation, 
as a cool, determined, and far-seeing general Without 
evincing that electric brilliancy which characterizes generals 
of the first historic class, he stands high among those solid, 
rock-like men who shine most in dark hours, and who earn 
laurels in periods when they would often be lost by more 
brilliant men. He was appointed major-general in the regu-* 
lar army, to rank as such from the 15th day of December — 
the date of his success at NashyiUe. 
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GENERAL HOOD. 

SntiTely apart from political considerations, it becomes 
every soldier to speak with pity and respect of his antagonist 
Hood. He was brave, devoted, and self-sacrificing; and if, 
in liis own language, he was " responsible for the conception 
of that campaign," we believe it is eqnaUy true that he 
" strove hard to do his duty in its execution." He had lost 
the use of an arm at Gettysburg, and had lost a leg a^ the' 
battle of Ohickamauga. But the military critic must share 
the opinion of the lieutenant-general, and find him guilty of 
violating one of the first maxims of warfare, by ** doing what 
his enemy wanted him to do." Such men are invaluable 
vi^hen controlled, but should never be placed in chief com- 
mand. 

It is not deemed necessary in this summary of the actions, 
within the vast theatre controlled by the lieutenant-general, 
to dw^ell upon the minor operations, except so far as they 
bear upon the strategy of the war. Among these are to be 
classed the merciless raids of Forrest, cutting our communi- 
cations between the East and West. He was brought to his 
bearings at Tupelo, On the 14th of Julv, by A. J. Smith. 
He was driven from Paducah by General Hicks ; and he re- 
ceived the surrender of Fort Pillow, to perpetrate one of the 
most inhuman massacres recorded in mUitary history — the 
murder of helpless prisoners, white and black, aftet they had 
surrendered in good faith. 

MOBILE. 

We must now turn for a moment to glance at the condition 
of afiairs at Mobile. General Canby had been placed in 
command of the military division west of the Pacific. In the 
latter part of July, Admiral Farragut projected an attack 
upon the forts at the entrance of Mobile Bay, and with him 
was sent, from Canby's department, a land force under Gen- 
eral Gordon Granger. We have not space in which to tell 
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the brilliant story which has given such lustre to the name of 
Farragut. Fort Gaines surrendered on the 8th of August, 
and Fort Powell, on the island opposite, was blown up on the 
9th. Fort Morgan, on the opposite side of the chief entrance, 
was at once invested by the land troops, and surrendered on 
the 23d. The captures were fourteen hundred and sixty-fivn 
prisoners, and one hundred and four gons. 

PRICE INVADES MISSOnRI. 

Let us turn now a hurried glance to another prominent por- 
tion of the field. Near the end of August, the rebel General 
Price had collected at Jackson Post a force of ten thousand 
men, to invade Missouri, which was in command of General 
Bosecrans, with an adequate force to defend it. Price ad- 
vanced rapidly to the attack of Pilot Knob, and forced the 
garrison to retreat ; but such temerity and foolhardiness 
could not long go unpunished. 

General Curtis collected such forces as he could to prevent 
his invasion of Kansas, while Pleasonton, with the cavalry of 
Bosecrans, moved rapidly in his rear. The result was not 
doubtful Compelled to fight on the Big Blue Biver, Price 
was defeated with a loss of his trains and artillery, and fled 
ingloriously into Northern Arkfiinsas. Although gratified 
with the result. Grant was not satisfied with the handling of 
the troops. He says in his report : " The impunity with 
which Price was enabled to roam over the State of Missouri, 
and the incalcuable mischief done by him, show to how little 
purpose a superior force may be used. There is no reasob 
why General Bosecrans should not have concentrated his for- 
ces and whipped Price before the latter reached Pilot Knob." 

On the 24th of September, Forrest took Athens in Ten- 
nessee, and from that point proceeded to Huntsville, which 
he summoned twice, but it refused to surrender. He then re- 
turned to Athens, which had been reoccupied by our troops, 
and summoned it^ but with no greater success. 
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TO WITHEVILLE AM) SALTYILLE. 

An expedition of General* Burbridge to SaltviUe, in Yir- 

ginia, having been successful, the rebel General Breckinridge 

entered East Tennessee and attacked Gillem at Morristown, 

and captured his artillery and a number of prisoners. Just 

at this juncture, General Stoneman, uniting the commands of 

Snrbridge and Gillem, near Bean's Station, proceeded to 

operate against Breckinridge, and al^o proposed to destroy 

the salt-works at Saltville, and the railroad into Virginia as 

far as possible. This expedition was eminently successful. 

Stoneman. defeated Yaughn, of Breckinridge's command, on 

the 16th of December, at Marion ; destroyed Wytheyille and 

the lead-works ; and pushed on to Saltville, where he broke 

np the salt-works. ' He then returned General Burbridge to 

Xiexington, and General Gillem to Knoxyille. 



1 



408 GRANT AlflD HIS CAMPAIGlinSL 



CHAFTEB XXXYHL 



FOBT FISHEB. 



TmB VBOOn LAITD.— T9S BOXBABDIOOT AXD AaBAULV.— CoiOaBTa.— WlUaSOTIIV 

VIXLS. 

Wb come now to the consideration of a veij important 
movement, in which Grant was more immediately interested 
than in those jnst referred to — ^the combined movement of the 
fleet and army to capture the strong works which defended 
the entrance, by the Cape Fear Biver, to Wibnington. This 
city was by far the most valuable of the few seaports yet left 
to the enemy ; — ^a snug hskrbor for blockade-runners, which 
carried in those articles of vital need to the Confederacy, and 
paid themselves liberally with the cotton which they bronght 
out. Its strategic value was the greater because our navy 
could not seal it by a blockade. It was necessary to gain 
possession of a long strip of land north of New Inlet, and 
ending at Federal ]?oint. Upon this the chief work was Fort 
Fisher, which presented a strong front to the sea, joining mQi 
another which looked northwards To take this, land troops 
were necessaxy, and these the lieutenant-general provided as 
soon as they were asked for. Admiral Porter had collected 
in Hampton Boads the largest flotilla ever assembled for an 
assault on a singie point. Universal attention was attracted 
to it, and with that freedom of speech, which all the terrors of 
a military law could not curtail, joumaJs at the North gave 
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full pubKcity to the army of the South oonceming its purpose. 
Tlie enemy was thus enabled to strengthen his lines of de- 
fence to their utmost. On this account, the movement was 
postponed until the latter part of November. When all 
things were in readiness, Grant was called upon for an ade- 
quate force, which the winter inaction of the armies' opera- 
ting against Bichmond enabled him to provide. 

The lieutenant-general went in person to Hampton Boads 
"with General Butler, from whose department the troops were 
to be taken, to confer with Admiral Porter. In that confer- 
ence it was determined that a forcq of six thousand five hun- 
dred men would be sufficient; and as it^was believed that 
Bragg had gone to Geor^a, with the troops from Wilmington, 
to make head against Sherman, Grant and Porter were very 
anxious that the purpose of the expedition should be effected 
before he could return. The arrangements for the embarka- 
tion of the troops were confided to General Butler, but Gen- 
eral Weitzel was designated as commander of the expedition. 
The following are Grant's iostructions to Butler : 

Crrr Ponrr, Va., December 6, 18S4. 

QkBiERJlL — The fixst object of the expedition jander General Weitzel, is to 
close to the enemy the port of Wilmington. If suoceesM in this, the second 
will be to capture Wilmington itself. There are reasonable grounds to 
hope for success, if advantage can be taken of the absence of the greater part of 
the enemy's forces now looking after Sherman in Georgia. The directions you 
have given for the numbers and equipment of the expedition are all right, ex- 
cept in the unimportant matter of where they embark and the\mount of in- 
trenching tools to be taken. The object of the expedition will be gained by 
effecting a landing on the main land between Cape Fear River and the 
Atlantic, north of the north entrance to the river. Should such landing be ef- 
fected whilst the enemy still h(ddB Fort Fisher and the batteries guarding the 
entrance to the river, then the troops should intrench themselves, and by co- 
operating with the navy, effect the reduction and capture of those places. 
These in our hands, the navy could enter the harbor, and the port of Wilming- 
ton would be sealed. Should Fort Fisher and the point of land on which it is 
built foM into the hands of our troops immediately on landing, then it wiU be 
worth the attempt to capture Wilmington by a forced march and surprise. If 
time is consumed in gaining the first object of the expedition, the second will 

become a matter of after consideration. 

18 
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The details for executioii are Intrusted to joa and the officer Immedlaldly is 
command of the troops. 

Should the troops under General Weitzel fiifl to eflbct a landing at or aev 
Fort Fisher, they will be returned to the armies operating against Riphninail 
irithoot delaj. 

U. S. Gbaut, LientenantOenerd. 
Majob-Qkkxbxx. B. F. Bdtlkb. 



It may here be stated, on the authority of (reneral Grant's 
-report, that the instructions thus sent by courtesy to General 
Butler, or some of them at least, did not reach General Weit- 
zel; nor did that officer know of their existence until Gren- 
eral Butler published his report, after the failure of the expe- 
dition. It further appears Grant did not intend Butler to go 
in command. On this point he says, in his testimony before 
the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, — " Then 
(as they sailed down the river) ws^ the first that I ever 
dreamed of his going with the expedition* He knew that it 
was not intended that he should go." 

Several days were still occupied in puttlQg the powder-boat 
in order. Time was very valuable, and Grant became impa- 
tient. At length, on the 13th December, the transport fleet 
was under way, and, on the 15th, in the evening, arrived off 
New Inlet, near Fort Fisher ; but without a proper arrange- 
ment of time with the navy, for Porter, being obliged to put 
into Beaufort to get ammunition for the monitors, his fleet did 
not arrive off Fort Fisher until the evemng of the 18th. An- 
other vexatious delay now occurred. The transports were 
declared to be out of coal and water ; they must go back to 
Beaufort for these.. At length, on the morning of the 24th, 
they reached the rendezvous. But, before the arrival of 
Butler, the powder-boat was taken in and exploded, with no 
results whatever. She had been brought around from Nor- 
folk in tow of the Sassacus ; her dangerous lading had been 
adjusted at Beaufort ; she had been placed under the command 
of one of the coolest and most intrepid officers of the navy — 
Commander A. C. Bhind ; hskd been deftly carried in in the 
track of a blockade-runner ; had been anchored two hundred 
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yards from the beach, and four hundred yards from the fort, 
and skilfally exploded, and " nobody hurt." 

THE TROOPS lilNB. 

On the 25th the landing of the troops commenced, above 

Fort IFisher, and a reconnoissance was at once pushed towards 

the T^rorks. The opinion of General Weitzel was adverse to an 

imraediate assault ;* and without waiting to learn the effect of 

tlie naval bombardment, and without landing in person to see 

tlie x>ositioB of affairs for himself, Butler re-embarked his 

troops, and returned to Hampton Eoads, to the utter surprise 

of General Grant, as well as of most of the officers of the 

expedition, for the order had been explicit that the troops 

should intrench themselves, although the enemy should hold 

Fort Fisher and the batteries guarding the entrance. 

Without entering further into the controversy, we may say, 
that there were two men who were not inclined to abandon 
the project without further examination: these were Grant 
and Porter; and both were stung by the exultation of the 
rebels at our voluntary and unnecessary retreat. 

The admiral still lay off the fort, and wrote to Grant for an- 
other leader, to bring the same number of troops, with whose 
co-operation he was certain of success. Grant now selected 
General Alfred H. Terry to lead the expedition, and sent down 
with him the same force which Butler had taken, adding only 
one smaU brigade, and, as a precaution, a small siege-train, 
which, however, it was not found necessary to land. The 
troops were principally Ames's division, of the Twenty-fourth 
Corps ; Terry's First division, now commanded by Hawley ; 
and Paine's (colored) division of the Twenty-fifth. The same 
chief-engiaeer. Colonel (now General) C. B. Comstock, accom- 
panied the expedition, Ihe fortune of which was to sit in 
judgment o)i the former one. 

Grant communicated direct to tiie commander of the expe- 
dition the foUowing instructions : 

* WeitserB opinion, m to ui immedUto attack, was concurred in by moist of tlie aaporioir 
oAcoEf, and ttM conmiittee liold that Batler waa JnatiiM in not ordeiing tbe attack. 
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Cbt Poixt, Va^ Jannaiy S, 188$. 

GKimnAL-The expedition intrusted to your oommand bjw beoi fitted oat 
to renew the attempt to capture Fort Fisher, N. C, and Wilmington, nhi- 
mately, if the fort fidls. Yon will then proceed, with as little delay as pos- 
rible, to the naval fleet lying off Cape Fear Biver, and report the arriral of 
yonrself and command to Admiral D. D. Porter, commanding North Atiantae 
Blockading SqnadroiL It is exceedingly dearable that the most oompleta 
nnderstanding shoold exist between yourself and the naval commander. I 
^ suggest, therefore, that yon consolt with Admiral Porter freely, and get from 
him the part to be performed by each branch of the public service, so that then 
may be nnity of action. It would be well to have the whole programme laid 
down in writing. I have served with Admiral Porter, and know that yon cui 
rely on his judgment and his nerve to undertake what he proposes. I woold, 
therefore, defer to him as much as is consistent with your own reeponsibilitie& 
The first object to be attained is, to get a firm poeition on the epit of land on 
which Fort Fisher is built, from which you can operate against that fort You 
want to look to the practicability of receiving your supplies, and to defending 
yourself against superior forces sent against you by any of the avenues left 
open to the enemy. If such a position can be obtained, the siege of Fort Flaber 
will not be abandoned until its reduction is accomplished, or another plan of 
campaign is ordered from these headquarters. 

My own views are, that if you effect a landing, the navy ought to run a 
portion of their fleet into Gape Fear River^: whilst the balance €xf it operates on 
the outside. Land forces cannot invest Fort Fisher, or cut it off from supplies 
or re-enforcements whilst the river is in possession of the enemy. 

A siege-train wUl be loaded on vessels, and sent to Fort Monroe, in readinesB 
to be sent to you if required. All other supplies can be drawn from Beaufort as 
you need them. 

Keep the fleet of vessels with you until your position is assured. When 
you find they can be spared, order them back, or such of them as you esn 
spare, to Fort Monroe, to report for orders. 

In case of fiulure to effect a landing, bring your conunand back to Beaufort, 
and report to these headquarters for further instructions. You will not debazk 
at Beaufort until so directed. 

General Sheridan hss been ordered to send a division of troops to Bsltimoie, 
and place them on sesrgoing vessels. These troops will be brought to Fori 
Monroe, and kept there on the vessels until you are heard from. Should yoa 
require them, they wUl be sent to you. 

IT. S. QbjlST, Lieutenant-General 

Brxvbt Major-Gkkxral a. H. Txrbt. 

This new expedition sailed from Fortress Monroe on the 
6th of January, and was at Bisaufort on the 8th. Owing to 
stress of weather, it did not rendezvous off the fort until the 
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eveimig of the 12th. The troops were landed on the 13th and 
14:thj andy on the Uth, a strong reconnoissance was pushed 
forward to within five hundred yards of Fort Fisher, along the 
iiortlieastem or land front. There was entire harmony be- 
tween Porter and Terry, — a fact which the admiral afterwards 
pnbliahed to the world in a letter, speaking of the commander 
of the land forces in terms of unmeasured, but merited eulo- 
ginm. After an arrangement between these officers, the navy 
moTed to a new bombardment, while Terry prepared his col- 
unuis of attack. 

THE BOHBABBMENT AND ASSAtTLT. 

The fleet moved up to its work in three grand divisions, 
ccdled the inner, middle, and outer columns ; while the iron- 
clads ranged in a distinct column directly under the guns of 
the fori The bombardment began at a quarter before seven 
on the 16th, and continued until early afternoon, when the 
guns of the fort were silenced. Under cover of this fire, six- 
teen hundred sailors and marines were landed, under the 
command of Fleet-Captain Breese, to attack the eastern or sea 
front, while the storming party of land troops consisted of the 
brigades of Curtis, Pennypacker, and Bell.i The rebel Gen- 
eral Hoke, in our rear, towards Wihnington, with five thou- 
sand men, was held in check by Abbot's brigade, which had 
not been with the former expedition, and Paine's division of 
colored troops. The fire of the fleet was now deflected from 
the points of attack, and at a given signal, at half-past three 
o'clock, the stormers rushed to the assault. The fort was 
held by about two thousand five hundred men, and the north- 
em front was filled with traverses. The rush of the sailors 
was so gallantly made, that for a brief space the enemy 
thought it the chief attack. They were soon undeceived. 
Terry's assaulting colunm, under Ames, broke down the 
already weakened palisades with axes, and were soon on the 
western part of the northern parapet ; and although the ene- 
my fought with great valor, the stormers swept in, followed 
by the reservjes, and in a few minutes the fort was ours, with 
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all its garrison and eqnipage. The naral column, imder Cap- 
tain .Brees6> although it failed to enter the work, did effectiTe 
service as a diyersion, and thus aided in producing the resuli 
Terry's loss was one hundred and ten kQled, and fiye hnndred 
and thirty-six wounded. The nayy lost three hundred and 
nine in killed and. wounded. All this was on the 15th. On 
the 16th and 17th the enemy blew up Fort Caswell at the 
lower entrance, and Bald Head Battery opposite was taken, 
and thus we were in undisputed possession of both entrances 
by the Cape Fear Kiver to Wflmington. 

Qn the 7th of January, Butler was reheved at Grant's 
request, and ordered to report at Lowell, Massachusetts. 
(General Qrd superseded him in command of the department 

GOKMEMTS. 

The -actions which resulted in the capture of Fort Tisher 
have giyen rise to much controversy, and a weary stretch of 
correspondence. When Butler was relieved, he said, in his 
farewell order : " I have refused to order the useless sacrifice 
of the lives of such soldiers, and am relieved from my com« 
mand;" a Parthian shot, which failed to hit, "for want of 
strength in the bow." Butler's fault did not lie in not 
ordering the attack, but in not landing and intrenching, 
and making ready for a more auspicious moment. The as- 
sertion of the Admiral that "the batteries of the fort were 
silenced completely," was made upon reports which did not 
stand the test of full examination. The committee report — 
" In the case of the first expedition, the bombardment by the 
fleet does not seem to have seriously impaired the efficiency of 
the fort But few of the guns were injured, and the garrison 
seems to have suffered but smaU loss." Again, Porter says : 
" General Weitzel in person was making observations about 
six hundred yards off, and the troops were in and around the 
works. One gaUant officer, whose name I do not know, went on 
the parapet and brought away the rebel flag we had knocked 
down. A soldier went into tiie works and led out a horse, 
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Img {he orderly moimted on him> and taking Ids dis- 
patches from the body. Another soldier fired his mnsket 
into the bomb-proof among the rebels^ and eight or ten 
others who had ventured near the forts were wounded by ouir 
shells." 

To these statements. General Weitssel answers, in his tes- 
timonyy /' The fact that one man or fifty men of an assaulting 
column get inside an enemy's works, is no eyidence whatever 
of success." And even as to the statements themselves there 
may be a reasonable doubt, as there was great excitement^ 
cbid, ahnost necessarily, accompanying exaggeration, xmder 
the effects of which Butler wrote a letter to Porter, from 
which we make the following quotation : 

" General Weitzel advanced his skinnish line T^thin fifly yards of the fort 
while the garrison was kept in their bomb-proof by the fire of the navy, and so 
doselj that three or four men of the picket-line ventured upon the parapet 
and through the sally-port of the work, capturing a horse, which they brought 
off, killing the orderly, who was the bearer of a dispatch from chief of artillery 
of General Whiting to bring a light battery within the fort, and also brooght 
Away from the parapet the flag of the fort." 

To which Porter replied as follows : 

** I have ordwed the largest vessels to proceed off Beaufort, and fill up wifh 
ammunition, to be ready for another attack in case it is decided to proceed 
witli tills matter by making other arrangements. 

** We have not commenced firing rapidly yet, and could keep any rebels inside 
from showing their heads until an assaulting colunm was within twenty yards 
of the works. 

**IwUh 9om6 more ofyimrgaUanifeUotMTuidfoUotDedthe officer tcho took (/m 
flag from the parapet, and the brave felloto toho brought the horse outflrom the fort, 
It/iink t/iey would have found it an easier conquest than is supposed. 

" I do not, however, pretend to place my opinion in opposition to General 
Weitzel, whom I know to be an accomplished soldier and engineer, and whose 
opinion has great weight with me.^ 

The following letter will give Grant's view of the affair : 

UXADQUASTBIW AkMIES OT THB UnITED StATXS, 

Cmr PoiKT, Va., January 7, 1865. 

To avoid publidty of the time of sailing and destination of the expedition 
•gainst Fort Fisher, my orders to General Butler to prepare it wore given ver- 
bally, {ind the instructions to tiie commanding officer of the expedition were 
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made bj Um and mbmittod to me. I append to the xeport a copy of Gcaeal 
Butler's inBtrnctione to General W^tiel, together with copies of my diBpstrhtw 
and instroctioDS to General Butler, relating to the expedition. It will be p»- 
oeived that it was never contemplated that General Butler shoold aooompanj 
the expedition, but that Kajor-General Weltsel was eepedaAlj named as fts 
oommander of 11 

Mj hopes of success rested entirely on our ability to capture Fort Fisher, 
and I had even a hope of getting Wilmington before the enemy could gA 
troops there to oppose us. I knew that the enemy had taken nearly the entirD 
garrison of Wilmington and its dependencies to oppose Sherman. I am in- 
dined to ascribe the delay which has cost us so dearly to an experiment I 
refer to the explosion of gunpowder in the open air. 

My dispatches to General Butler will show his report to be m error, where 

he states that he returned, after having effected a landing, in obedience to my 

instructions. On the contrary, these instructions contemplated no withdrawal 

or a failure after a landing was made. 

U. S. GiiAi^T, Lieutenant^eneraL 

The lieutenant-general has published a report on this snb- 
jecty giving the orders and facts, from which it is unnecessaiy to 
draw. The success of the second attempt is the severed 
comment upon the sudden withdrawal of the first expedition. 
Words can never destroy, nor are they needed to substan- 
tiate, glaring facts. The court of inquiry upon Butler sat 
around Fort Fisher ; Porter was the president and Terry the 
chief member, and the witnesses, every man, on land and 
fleet, that bore part in the action. 

It is due to General Weitzel's opinion to record Whi- 
ting's testimony, as taken down just before his death. In 
answer to the question, whether it was possible with 6,000 
men to have taken the work — at that time — ^by assault, he 
says: "Possible, yes; probable, no." The work was very 
strong, the garrison in good spirits and ready, and the fire 
on the approaches (the assaulting colimm having no cover) 
would have been extraordinarily heavy. 
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The movement upon Wilmington was at once began. 
Terry's force was not large enough to storm x)r flank the 
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<mter defences ; and so moying np close to the rebel works, he 
vraited for re-enforcements nnder Schofield, who had been 
detached by the lieutenant-general from Thomas's command 
after the battle of Nashtille. Schofield came np on the 15th 
of February, and assumed command. On the 16th, at night- 
fall, he moved Oox*s division across to Smithville and up the 
riglit bank of the Cape Fear Biver, to take Fort Anderson in 
rear, while Porter enfiladed^ it with iron-clads. On the 18th 
OUT lines were strengthened for an assault, which the enemy 
saved us the trouble of making, by evacuating the works on 
the 19th at dawn. Cox pushed forward across Brunswick 
fiiver to Eagle Island, thus flanking the peninsula defences, 
and, on the evening of the 21st, the enemy, burning his cotton, 
resin, and supplies, evacuated the city of Wilmington. Our 
troops entered on the morning of the 22d, having lost not 
more than two hundred and fifty men since the fall of Fort 
Pisher. Another word-sentence of terrible import was thus 

^written : the handwritini; on the wall was nearly completed. 

18» 
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CHAPTEE XXXIX. 

OONOEMTRATIOK. 
Plavi ov Bhibkah. — Maxoh ; tbs snuiTxaio vsrxb. — Fobt SncAinfAir.— 8hiii- 

DAX'S ttKAKP lUBOH. — ShXSXAH^S YUIT.— TbS MOTXXXKT TO TBS LKIT. 

When Thomas had been ordered to send Schofield east. 
Grant also directed him to send A. J. Smith's corps and a 
cavalry division to Canby, for service in Northern Alabama 
and Mississippi 

North Carolina had now become a field of great prospectiye 
interest, and Grant constituted it a distinct military depart- 
ment, of which he gave Schofield the command. His orders 
to Schofield are here given in eoctenso, 

CiTT PoiHT, Vo., January 81, 1865. 
GKKKRAii — .... Your moTcments are intended aa eo^perathe 
with Shennan'a throagh the States of South and North Garolina. The first 
point to be attained is to secTure Wilmington. Qoldsboro' wHl then be your 
objectiye point, moving either from Wilmington or Newbem, or both, as yoa 
deem best. Should yon not be able to reach Goldsboro', yon will advance od 
the line or lines of railway connecting that place with the seaooast, as near to 
it as yon can, building the road behind you. The enterprise under yon has two 
objects : the first is to give iSherman material aid, if needed, in his march 
north ; the second, to open a base of supplies for him on his line of march. As 
boon, therefore, as you can determine which of the two pcnnts, Wilmington or 
Newborn, you can best use for throwing supplies from, to the interior, yoa 
will commence the accumulation of twenty days' rations and forage for axty 
tiumsand men and twenty thousand animals. You will get of these as many 
as you can house and protect to such point in the interior as you may be able 
to occupy. I believe General Palmer has received some instructions direct 
from General Sherman on the subject of securing suppUes for his army. You 
can learn what steps he has taken, and bo governed in your requiations 
accordingly. A supply of ordnance stores will also be necessary. 
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Make all TeqtiisitiQiis upon the chieft of their respectire departments in the 
field with me at City Point. Oommonicate with me bj every qpportnnity, and 
ahonld joa deem it neceaaaiy at any time, send a special boat to Fortreas Mon- 
roe, from which point jon can communicate by telegraph. 

The supplies referred to in these instructions are exduslTO of those required 
for your own command. 

The movements of the enemy may justify you, or even make it your im- 
perative duty, to cut loose from your base, and strike for the interior to aid 
Sherman. In such case, you wiU act on your own judgment, without waiting 
for instructiona You will report, however, what you propose .doing. The de- 
tails for carrying out these instructions are necessarily left to you. I would 
urge, however, if I did not know that you are already fully alive to the import- 
ance of it, prompt action. Sherman may be looked for in the neighborhood 
of Ooldsboro' any time from -the 22d to the 28ih of February. This limits your 
time very materially. 

If rolling-stock is not secured in the capture of Wilmington, it can be sup 

plied from Washington. A large force of railroad-men has already been sent 

to Beaufort, and other mechanics will go to Fort Fisher in a day or two. On 

this point I have informed you by telegraph. 

U. 8. Qbakt, lieutenantX^eneraL 
Majob-Gemebal J. M. Schofixld. 

PLANS OF SHEBMAN. 

When Sherman had established himself at Savannah, it 
became a question of immediate importance as to the next 
use to be made of his army. The general plan was already 
indicated : he was to concentrate and co-operate with Grant ; 
bnt in what manner might this be best accomplished ? The 
first mode of answering this question which suggested itself to 
Grant, was to order hiin to take transports and bring his 
army direct to City Point. But the Atlantic zone was almost 
free from rebel soldiers. Hood was so terribly beaten that his 
force could never seriously make head against any movement 
Sherman might propose. Besides, ocean transportation was 
scarce and miserable, and so Grant wrote coimtermanding his 
first letter, and asking for Sherman's views. With a piercing 
vision, backed by a brave, self-reliant soul, Sherman, ready to 
do whatever he was ordered, expressed a desire to move on 
Columbia, South Carolina, and then to Raleigh. He seemed, 
besides, so confident of his ability to march up with no im- 
pediment that he could not brush away, that Grant sent him 



420 GRANT AND HIS CAHPAieXS. 

an order in general terms, on the 28tli of December, directixig 
him to oarry out his phms ; and in that way, to come up and 
join him before Richmond. Sherman was also informed that 
Schofield wonld march upon Goldsboro' to co-operate with 
him. Schofield had at Wilmington twentj-one thousand 
men, and there were eight thousand at Fort Fisher, and fonr 
thousand at Newbem, all of which were to move inland to 
join Sherman, should he succeed in marching up into North 
Carolina. 

In accordance with these plans, Schofield at once pushed 
forward two columns upon Goldsboro', one from Wilmington 
and the other from Newbem, taking in the latter the division 
of General Tunis Palmer, who had been in command there. 
Kinston was occupied, after a severe battle, on the 14th of 
February ; and after a rest, Goldsboro' was entered on the 
20th. 

Sherman^s march northward to accomplish his part of the 
grand programme, was magnificent in the extreme. His 
army, spreading over a krge surface whenever it marched, 
left Savannah on the 1st of February, and, flanking Charles- 
ton, eintered Columbia on the 17th. Thence he moved on 
Gk)ldsboro', by the way of Winsboro', Cheraw, and Fayette- 
ville, on the Cape Fear, and opened communication with 
Schofield by the Cape Fear Biver, on the 12th of March. At 
Averysboro' the enemy, under Hardee, endeavored to impede 
his advance, and Sherman, fighting the battle in person, beat 
him and drove him away. Again, at BentonviUe, the enemy 
attacked our advanced corps fiercely. At first we were driven 
back, but by the skilful management of Slocum, who com* 
manded the advance, the enemy could make no further im-^ 
pression upon our lines, and was forced to with^aw. The 
enemy were here commanded by General J. £. Johnston, 
whose first success* is thus reported by General Lee : 

" General J. E. Johnston reports that about Atb o'dock P. xc on the 19t]i 
instant, he attacked the enemy near Bentcmville, routed him, and captured 
three g^uns. 

" A mile in the rear he rallied on fresh trooper but was forced back slowly 
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«Qitil six P. M., when, reeelving more troope, he apparentljr aflBumed the offen- 
tAre, which was resistod without difflcojtj imtil dark." 

Bat such little dashes at our advance were of no value to 
the rebels, and of very little effect on us. The grand plan 
went on almost unimpeded, and Sherman joined Schofield at 
Goldsboro', marching in the Armies of Tennessee and Georgia 
on the 23d and 24th of March. There his troops^-not wearied, 
but wanting clothing, shoes, and supplies — were halted, while 
these were brought up from the coast ; and in the mean 
time, Sherman, feeling that the end was near, set out for a 
brief visit to City -Point, where he met in conference the lieu- 
tenant-general, Mr. Lincoln, and other officers. The inter- 
view was very brief. He returned to Goldsboro' on the 30th. 

TVe must here introduce the detailed instructions of Grant 
to General Thomas, indicating his cast in the great drama 
which was now in its last act : 

City Point, Va., February 14, 1865. 

General Canby is preparing a movement from Mobile Bay against Mobile 
and the interior of Alabama. His force wUl consist of about twenty thousand 
men, besides A. J. Smith's command. The cavalry you have sent to Canbj 
will be debarked at Vicksburg. It, with the available cavalry already in that 
section, will move from there eastward in oo-operation. Hood's army has been 
terribly^ reduced by the severe punishment you gave it in Tennessee, by deser- 
tion consequent upon their defeat, and now by the withdrawal of many of them 
to oppose Sherman. (I take it a large portion of the infantry has been so with- 
drawn. It is so asserted in the Richmond papers ; and a member of the rebel 
congress said, a few days since, in a speecli, that one-half of It had been brought 
to South Carolina to oppose Sherman.) This being true, or even if it is not 
true, Oanby's movement wiU attract all the attention of the enemy, and leave 
an advance from your standpoint, easy. I think it advisable, therefore, that 
you prepare as much of a cavalry force as you can spare, and hold it in readi- 
ness to go south. The object would be threefold : First, to attract as much of 
the enemy's force as possible, to insure success to Canby ; iyxtmd, to destroy 
the enemy's Une of comtnnnications and military resources ; tb^id, to destroy or 
capture their forces brought into the field. Tuscaloosa and Selma would prob- 
ably be the points to direct the expedition against. This, however, would not 
be so important as the mere fact of penetrating deep into Alabama. Discretion 
should be left to the officer commanding the expedition to go where, according- 
to the information he may receive, he will best secure the objects named above. 
Now that your force has been so much depleted, I do not know what numl)er 
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of men joti can pot into the field. If not more than five thoasand mieB, tor 
ever, all cavalry, I think it will be suflBdent. It is not desirable that yom 
should start this expedition until the tme leaving VicMborg has been three or 
four days out, or ev«i a week. I do not know when it will ssar^ but will 
Inform yon by telegraph as soon aa I learn. If you should hear tiirou^ other 
sources before bearing from me, you can act on the information rec^ved. 

To insure suocees, your cavalry should go with as little wagon-train as poe- 
dble, relying tqxm the country for supplies. I would also reduce the nmnber 
of guns to a battery, or the number of batteries, and put the extra teams to the 
grms taken. No guns or caissons should be taken with leas than eight honei. 

Please inform me by telegraph, on receipt of thifi^ what force you think yo« 
will be able to send, under these directions. 

U. S. GBAirr, Lieutenant-GeneraL 
liAJoa-GKKKRAL Oeorok H. Thomas. 

Leaying General Thomas to carry out these instnictioiis» 
we must now.go back a brief space in the chronological order, 
to cast a glance at the armies in front of Petersburg and 
Bichmond. We have spoken of winter inaction ; but this 
phrase must be understood only in a relative sense. In the 
first place, the weather and temperature had much to do in 
forcing a rest upon the troops ; and besides, as has been now 
seen, the time must be spent bj the lieutenant-general in 
bringing all his armies together, in concentration upon £ich* 
mond. But the inactivity was by no means unbroken. Many 
cavalry movements were made, to which we need not refer ; 
but on the 31st of January, an importaitt demonstration was 
ordered to be made by the Army of the Potomac, to look 
again for the enemy's right flank, and threaten the Southside 
and Danville roads. Owing to preparations and the state of 
the weather, the army did not move, however, until the 5th of 
February. In the mean time, an xuiintermitted cannonade 
was ordered along the rebel lines, to keep their troops in 
place and cover the intended movement. 

THE MOVEMENT TO THE LEFT. 

Gregg's cavalry, followed by the Fifth Corps, under Warren, 
and the Second, under Humphreys, were put in motion for 
Hatcher's Bun, with four days' rations and several batteries. 
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'While the cannonade was stHl in progress, the cavahy moved 
down the Jerusalem road to Beams' Station. Gregg met at 
IBowanty Oreek a cavaky force, dismounted and behind breast- 
"works, on the opposite side. These he dislodged, with the 
assistance of one infantry brigade of the Fifth Corps ; and 
thence he moved to Pinwiddie Courthouse, sending out scout- 
ing parties, one of which moved some distance unimpeded up 
the Boydton road« But he moved back the same night to 
Bowanty Creek. Humphreys, with two divisions, moved out 
on the Vaughan road to the crossing of Hatcher's Etm, and 
the brigade of De Trobriand was pushed across. The Fifth 
Corps marched out on the Halifax road, and crossed Bowanty 
Creek. This was the condition of things on Sunday night. 
On Monday, the 6th, Gregg moved forward, finding it neces- 
sary to corduroy his way, on the Boydton and Vaughan roads. 
The Fifth and Second Corps were in position, the Second on 
the right; and the Sixth and Ninth were moved westward, 
ready, in reserve, to aid the movement. Warren sent Craw- 
ford's division to occupy Dabney*s mill ; but it was encoim- 
tered fiercely by Pegram, who was also reconnoitring, and 
who was at first compelled to retire. The ground was miry^ 
and the undergrowth thick and tangkd ; but Crawford pur- 
sued with energy, until Pegram, finding Evans' division com- 
ing to re-enforce him, halted and formed, and then, although 
assisted by Ayres, Crawford was compelled to fall back. The 
result is, that our forces retire to their intrenched position 
along the Yaughan road and Hatcher's Bun, where the 
enemy's impetuous advance is checked. On "Wednesday, the 
8th, Crawford and Wheaton are again sent forward^ but can 
effect nothing. 

But our lines have been extended further westward, and we- 
have a strong point of departure along the Vaughan road and 
the lower part of Hatcher's Bun, when the last cry, " Up and 
at them," shall be uttered by the lieutenant-general. By the 
middle of February, the supply railroad from City Point was 
extended to the run, at tiie crossing of the Vaughan road, and 
the run held by a strong Federal force. 
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SHEBIDAlf 8 GBAin) KABGH. 

In tbe long-desired and now rapidly increasing concentra- 
tion of the armies upon iBiclimond, which should so encircle 
and inclose Lee as to force his final snrrendery it was now the 
time for Sheridan to move southward. The rebels had yirtc- 
allj abandoned the Shenandoah Valley, and Grant determined 
to bring Sheridan down, to cut the westward communications 
with Bichmond, and then either to joi» Sherman's force, pass- 
ing [Richmond on the west, to bring him to the Army of the 
Potomac, or to let him move back, covering the Yalley. 
Which should be done, would depend much upon the circum- 
stances which would be developed on Sheridan's marcL 
Grant, however, sent him the following letter of instructions^ 
which looks to a junction with Sherman : 

OiTT Ponrr, Vi., Febraaiy 80, 1865—1 p. x. 

Genebal — Ab booo m it is possible to travel, I think yon wffl baveno 
difficalty about leacbing Ljnchbarg with a cavalij force alone. lYom there 
yon oonld destroy the railroad and canal in every direction, so as to bo 
of no inrther nse to the rebellion. Sufficient cavalry should be left behind to 
look after Moseby's gang. From Lynchborg, if information yon might get 
there would justify it, yon could strike south, heading the streams in THrgiiiia 
to the westward of Danville, and push on and join Sherman. This additionsl 
raid, with one now. about starting from East Tennessee, under Stjpeman, 
numbering four or five thousand cavalry ; one from Vicksburg, numbering seven 
or eight thousand cavalry; one from Eastport, MissisBippi, numbering ten 
thousand cavalry ; Canby, from Mobile Bay, with about thirty-eight thonsand 
mixed troops — ^these three latter pushing tot Tuscaloosa, Selma, and Mont- 
gomery, and Sherman with a large army eating out the vitals of South Oarolina 
— is all that will be wanted to leave nothing for the rebellion to stand upon. I 
would advise you to overcome great obstacles to accomplish tlus. Gharlestoa 
was evacuated on Tuesday last 

U. S. Graut, lientenant-Oeneral. 

liAfOB-GXNBBAI. P. H. SmBJUAN. 

In answer to Sheridan's question as to where Sherman was 
going, Grant conld only reply, " It is doubtful, but I think 
he iiB going to FayetteviQe, on his way to Goldsboro'." He 
further stated, that when Sheridan should reach Lynchburg; 
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BhoTild he take that route, he would probably find Sherman 
moying upon Baleigh ; opinions, it may be now seen, that were 
correctly stated. Sheridan set out upon his march of alter- 
natiyes, leaving Winchester on the 27th of February. He 
had two cavalry divisions of about five thousand each. By a 
rapid march he saved the bridge across the Middle Fork at 
Mount Crawford, by arriving before the enemy could destroy 
it, on the 1st of March ; reached Staunton on the 2d, and 
pursued Early to his intrenchments at Waynesboro', There, 
vrithout waiting to reconnoitre, such was his momentum, he 
attacked at once, beat Early, took his works, sixteen hundred 
prisoners, eleven guns, two hundred wagotis and teams, and 
seventeen battle-flags. The prisoners he sent back to Win- 
chester. 

The circle of the hunt was now becoming smaller, and was 
being rapidly reduced, as all the convergi;ig radii were 
shortened, to a single point. On the 3d of March, his force 
had reached Charlottesville, destroying the railroad and the 
bridge in its march. From that point, a detachment made a 
complete destruction of the raikoad towards Eichmond, 
£hcluding the large iron bridge across the Bivanna Biver ; 
while his main body waited at Charlottesville two days for 
the arrival of his trains. 

It was this delay, among other circumstances, which caused 
him to abandon the idea of going to Lynchburg, and thence 
to find Sherman ; and determined him to complete his work 
of destruction, and then either join Grant or return to Win- 
chester. At Charlottesville he divided his force into two 
columns. The first division moved upon ScottsviQe, which it 
reached on the morning of the 6th of March, and it marched 
up the James Biver to New Market, destroying every lock and 
laxge portions of the banks of the James Biver CanaL One 
part of this force also went to Duguidsville, to secure the 
bridge, but the enemy had already burnt it. 

His second column proceeded down the railroad towards 
Lynchburg, destroyiug it as far as Amherst Courthouse, 
sixteen miles from Lynchburg ; and from that point joined 
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the other column at New Market. At New Market, Sheii- 
dan would have crossed the river, in order to move rapidly 
southeast and strike the Sonthside road at Farmville, and 
destroy it towards Appomattox Courthouse ; but the water 
was very high, and his ponton-bridge would not reach across, 
and as time was invaluable, he determined, instead of return- 
ing to Winchester, to strike at once for White House, on the 
Pamunkey, on his way to join Grant. This the Ueutenant- 
general says, was a fortunate choice, and subsequent cTents 
have most fully demonstrated that it was so. 

In pursuing this course, he marched from New Market, 
down the canal towards Sichmond, destroying the locks and 
banks as he went. On the 10th he was at Columbia, and 
while resting there for one day, he sent scouts to Grant re- 
questing that supplies should be dispatched to meet him at 
White House. This request Grant received on the 12th, and 
at once sent an infantry force to occupy White House, taking 
with them supphes to meet Sheridan on his arrival. From 
Columbia h^ made a slight detour northward, thus threaten- 
ing Bichmond. He crossed the Annas near Ashland, and 
having destroyed the railroads completely, crossed to the left 
bank of the Pamimkey, to protect his march, and thus 
reached White House on the 19th. The raid had been grand; 
the arrival was timely : there was worlT for Sheridan to do, 
which perhaps no other man could do as welL 

liABGH; THE STBATEGIO IJSHEB. 

The month of March had already been the witness of great 
combinations : it was to see greater things yet. Let us look 
for a moment at the condition of affairs. 

Interior lines were no longer valuable ; our masses were 
ahnost within communicating distance, and were much larger 
than the forces of the enemy. Grant*s projects had been pro- 
phetic, and were now almost fulfilled. Lee was almost shut 
up by the Armies of the Potomac and the James. Johnston 
could only observe Sherman, without checking h\m. Early 
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and Hampton were no match for -Sheridan, who was now at 
"White House. Canbj had Dick Taylor at a disadvantage, 
and was now moving on Mobile. Thomas had sent two 
cavakj expeditions, one under Wilson into Northern Alabama, 
and the other under Stoneman from East Tennessee towards 
liynohburg. Pope was preparing for a campaign against 
Eirby Smith and Price, west of the Mississippi. Hancock 
was at Winchester, where he could hold the Valley, and when 
wanted, march a new force southward upon Bichmond. 

In this conjuncture, it was no longer any fear that he could 
not capture Bichmond, which troubled General Grant. That 
was sure, but what he feared was, that Lee, a sensible man 
and a skilful general, would see that the game was up, and 
make good his escape from Bichmond, before our armies 
were quite ready to strike the final blow, and capture his 
whole force. This was indeed the danger. It was a problem 
of .exceeding delicacy. 3hould Lee break away and join his 
army to that of Johnston, they had the mountains to retreat 
to, and might have still given us great trouble. 

But besides this, there was another important consideration 
which weighed greatly with Grant. The Army of the Potomac 
had done the noblest, most onerous, continuous service, not 
always requited by the success which it deserved. It was 
composed chiefly of Eastern troops and Eastern commanders. 
On the other hand, the armies of the West had been crowned 
with brilliant successes. That Sherman would be able event- 
ually to come up and join the armies operating against Bich- 
mond, there was no doubt ; and then the ultimate success 
would have been considered due to the arrival of the Western 
armies. There would have arisen bitter rivalries among offi- 
cers and men, between the East and West : the relative » 
modicum of merit would have been fiercely discussed in and 
out of Congress. If, then, it were possible, let the Army of 
the Potomac finish the work they had so nobly begun. This, 
although a secondary view, was strongly corroborative of his 
purposes already formed. 

On the 24th March he prepared for the grand final move* 
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ment, of which he was reasonably hopeful that it would biing 
the matter to an end. Bis iostructions must be presented as 
a vital part of the history. 

City Poibt, Va., Maroh 24, 18«5. 

General — On the 39t1i instant the armies operating against Bldmumd will 
be moved bj our left, for the donble purpose of turning the enemj out of "bm 
present position aronnd Petersborg, and to insore the snooesB of the eavaliy 
under General Sheridan, which wiU start at the same time, in its efEbrts to 
reach and destroj the Southside and Danville railroad& Two corps of the 
Army of the Potomac will be moved at first, in two columns^ taking the two 
roads crossing Hatcher's Rmi nearest where the present line held by us strikes 
that stream, both moving towards Dinwiddie Courthousa 

The cavalry under General Sheridan, joined by the division now under 
General Davies, 'will move at the same time, by the Weldaa road and the Jeniaa> 
lem plankroad, turning west firam the latter before crossing the Nottowaj, 
and west with the whole column reaching Stoney Creek. General Sheridan 
will then move independently under other Instructioos^ which will be 
given him. All dismounted cavaliy belonging to the Army of the Poto- 
mac, and the dismounted cavalry from the Middle Militazy IKvision not 
required for guarding property belonging to their arm of service, will re- 
port to Brigadier-General Benham, to be added to the defences of City Point 
Major-General Parke will be left in command of all the army left for holding 
the lines about Petersburg and City Point, subject, of course, to orders from 
the conmiander of the Army of the Potomac. The Ninth Army Corps will be 
left intact to hold the present line of worksi, so long as the whole line now 
occupied by us is hdd. If, however, the troops to the left of the Ninth Corps 
are withdrawn, then the left of the corps may be thrown back so as to occupy 
the position held by the army prior to the capture of the Weldon road AU 
troops to the left of the Ninth Corps will be held in readiness to moVe at the 
shortest notice by such route as may be designated when the order is given. 

General Ord will detach three divisions, two white and one colored, or so 
much of them as he can, and hold his present lines, and march for the present 
left of the Army of the Potomac In the absence of further orden, or until 
farther orders are given, the white divisions will fdlow the left column of the 
Army of the Potomac^ and the colored division the right column. During the 
movemont, Mnjor-General Weitzel will be left in command of all the forces 
remaining bcliind from the Army of the James. 

The movement of troops from the Army of the James will commence on 
the night of the 27th instant. General Ord will leave behind the Twiwimnm 
number of cavalry necessary for picket duty in the absence of the main army. 
A cavalry expedition from General Ord's command wiU also be started from 
SuflTolk, to leave there on Saturday, the 1st of April, under Colonel Sumner, 
for the purpose of cutting the railroad about Hicksford. This, if accomplished, 
will have to be a surprise, and therefore, from three to five hundred men will 
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he Bnfficienl lliey shonld, however, be supported bj all the infantiy that can 
be i^Muned from Norfolk and Portemoiith, as far out as to where the cavalry 
eroeses the filackwater. The crossmg should probably be at Uniten. Should 
Colonel Sumner succeed in reaching the Weldon road, he will be instructed to 
do all the damage possible to the triangle of roads between Hicksford, Weldon, 
and Gaston. The railroad-bridge at Weldon being fitted up for the passage 
of caniagesy it might be practicable to destroy any accumulation of supplies 
the enemy may have collected south of the Boanoke. All the troops will move 
with finir days' rations in haversacks and eight days' in wagons. To avoid as 
much hauling as possible, and to give the Army of the James the same number 
of days' supplies with* the Army of the Potomac^ General Ord will direct his 
commissary tmd quartermaster to have sufficient supplies delivered at the ter- 
minus of the road to fin up in passing. Sixty rounds of ammunition per man 
will be taken in wagons, and as much grain as the transportation on hand will 
carry, after taking the specified amount of other supplies. The densely 
wooded country in which the army has to operate making the use of much 
artillery impracticable, the amount taken with the army will be reduced to 



or eight guns to each division, at the option of the army commanders. 

All necessary preparations for canying these direction!^ into operation may 
be commenced at once. The reserves of the Ninth Corps should be massed as 
much as possible. Whilst I would not now order an unconditional attack on 
the enemy's line by them, they should be ready, and should make the attack, 
if the enemy weakens his line in their front, without waiting for orders. In 
case they carry the line, then the whole of the Ninth Corps could follow up so 
as to join or co-operate with the balance of the army. To prepare for this, the 
Ninth Corps will have rations issued to them the same as the balance of the 
army. General Weitzel will keep vigilant watch upon his front, and if found 
at all practicable to break through at any point, he will do so. A success north 
of the James should be followed up with great promptness. An attack will not 
be feaable unless it is found that the enemy has detached largely. In that case,' 
it may be regarded as evident that the enemy are relying, upon their local re- 
serves principally for the defence of Bichmond. Preparations may be made for 
abandoning all the line north of the James, except inclosed works ; only to 
be abandoned, however, after a break is made in the lines of the enemy. 

By these instructions, a large part of the armies operating against Bichr 
mond is left behind. The enemy, knowing this, may, as an only chance, strip 
their lines to the merest skeleton, in the hope of advantage not being taken of 
it, whilst they hurl every thing against the moving colunm, and return. It 
cannot be impressed too strongly upon conunanders of troops left in the 
trenches, not to allow this to occur without taking advantage of It. The very 
Atct of the enemy coming out to attack, if he does so, might be regarded as 
conclusive evidence of such a weakening of his lines. I would have it particu- 
larly enjoined upon corps commanders, that in case of an attack from the ene- 
my, those not attadied are not to wait for orders from the commanding officer 
of the army to which they belong, but that they wiU move promptly, and 
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noHfj the eommander of thdr acdoiL I wish also to eDJoln the same actioa «a 

the part of diTisioii comnuuideTs, when other parts of their oorpe are enga^od. 

In like manner, I would urge the importance of following up a repolae of the 

enem/. 

U. Q:QiUJST, Lievtenant^GenenL 

MAJOB-GKnaAUi Mea.db, Qbd, a!td Shzbidak. 

But a desperate moyement of the enemy now hastened ilie 
catastrophe, which was abready imminent. 

FOBT STEADICAN. » 

. Two diyisions nnder Greneral Gordon — Gk>rdon'8 own and 
Bushrod Johnson's — qnietly massing in front of the Ninth 
Corps, which held the Appomattox towards the left, burst 
npon our intrenchments on Hare's Hill, not a mile from the 
river, at daybreak on the 25th of March, captured Fort Stead- 
man by a surprise and ocmjhde-Truiin^ with Batteries Nine, Ten, 
and Eleven, on its flanks. The space between the contending 
lines was only one hundred and- fifty yards. The Third Bri- 
gade of the First Division of the Ninth Corps guarded that 
part of the lines, while the Fourteentk New York Heavy Ar- 
tillery occupied the fort, which was a square redoubt, covering 
about one acre, and mounting nine guns. Clearing his own 
abatis, and unimpeded by ours, Gordon was in in a moment, 
and turned the guns upon the adjacent batteries, Nine, Ten, 
and Eleven, which were at once abandoned by our troops, and 
occupied by the rebels. It was a bold stroke, handsomely 
achieved, but his success was at an end. First checked in 
his progress by Fort Hascall, next on the left of Steadman, 
McLaughlin's brigade raUied, and, with the remainder of Will- 
cox's division, fought valiantly to repair the fault. 

The division of Hartranft, most of the men for tfie first time 
under fire, is ordered to attack; and, rushing upon Fort 
Steadman, pushes Gordon out into the space over which he 
had come, which is now also swept by the fire of adjacent 
batteries. Most of the enemy, cut off by this cross-fire upon 
their line of retreat, have no alternative but surrender ; and 
thus Hartranft secures nearly two thousand prisoners. 
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The attack, which for a moment promised great results for 
tlie enemy, has not only been a failure and a loss, but it seems 
to have been the signal which hastened the movements 
already projected by Grant. Wakened into action by the 
firing around Fort Steadman, Meade orders all forward*. 
"Wright, whose corps lay on the left of the Ninth, rushes to 
the attack as a diversion, and seizes the. enemy's advanced 
line. Humphreys, still fui-ther to the left, moires the Second 
Corps forward, and captures the enemy's picket-lines in his 
front. All efforts of the enemy to recapture them are una- 
vailing. 

President Lincoln is a spectator of the gallant recapture of 
Steadman. He had been promised a review : he was treated 
• to a successful battle, wliich he declared to be better. But 
he does xiot lose his review. Before going into action, Craw- 
ford's di^'dsion marches past, saluting ; and the President and 
the ladies of his party behold, with mmgled emotions, the 
steady march of the veterans who are just plunging into the 
battle with Wright. Although the enemy resisted our attack 
thenceforward until nightfall, we had gained much. Our 
losses were about twenty-five hundred; his not )ess than 
five thousand. 



Sherman's visit. 

mUe Sherman's army was Qccupying a few days in resting 
and receiving supplies, in its camp at Goldsboro', that officer 
made a hurried visit to Grant at City Point, on the 27th of 
March. The lieutenant-general, the President, Generals 
Meade and Sheridan, and other officers, met him in confer- 
ence. Sherman said he could move, as early as April 10th, 
upon Johnston, with twenty days' supplies. If Grant desired 
him to aid the movement upon Bichmond, he would advance, 
threaten Raleigh, and strike the Danville road at a point near 
Burkesville, thus breaking Lee's communications, and cutting 
off his retreat ; or he was ready to march directly to Rich- 
mond, and strengthen Grant's final attack. Grant oommu- 
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moated liis own plans, wldcli were to hnzry matters by moring 
on the 29th of March. If his attack shonld be unsocceBsfoIf 
he would mass his cavafay to destroy the communicatioDB 
between Lee and Johnston, so that, instead of joining their 
forces,^ they might be beaten in detail Sherman at onoe re- 
tamed to Goldsb<HK>', to moTe against Johnston. 

Grant's anxiety was now extreme, lest at the last m<»neBt 
Lee should escape him, and, by a happy union with Johnston, 
inaugurate a new, long, and difficult campaign. The great 
number of deserters daily coming into our lines, led him to 
belieTe that Lee was contemplating an escape. 

Spending a few days in roTiewing the yarious diyisions, he 
. sent his sick and the sutlers to City Point ; waited impatienilj 
. for an attack from Lee, which he thought would be the signal 
for his hegira, and then moyed the army out in obseryation 
and readiness to manoeuvre as a unit ; sent his cayalry oat to 
cut the rebel oommunications, and to remain in front ready 
for pursuit ; and determined, if it were in htmian possibilily, 
to finish up the wh<^ matter. 
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It was now the early morning of the 29th of March. In 
accordance with instructions, Ord had moyed out with two 
divisions of the Twenty-fourth Corps, under Gibbon, and one 
ot the Twenty-fifth, under Bimey, and McEenzie's cavahy, 
on the night of the Twenty-seyenth, and at dawn of the 29th 
they were at Hatcher's Kun. 

On the 28th, Sheridan had received the following instruc- 
tions: 

CiTT PoiKT, Va., MarcU 28, 1885. 

OrarsBAL — The Blfth Army Corps will move bj the Yaaghan road at three 
A. X. to-morrow morning. The Second mo^es at aboat nine a. m., having but 
about three miles to march to reach the first point designated ibr it to take on 
the right of the Fifth Corps, after the latter reaching Dinwiddle Cbnrthoase. 
Move jorxi cavalry at as early an hour as you can, and without being confined 
to any particular road or roads. You may go out by the nearest roads in rear 
of the Fifth Corps, pass by its left, and passing near to or through Dinwiddle, 
reach the right and rear of the enemy as soon as }^ou can. It is not the inten- 
tion to attack the enemy in his intrenched position, but to force him out if 
possible. Should he come out and attack us, or get himself where h» can be 
attacked, move in with your entire force in your own way, and with the full 
reliance that the army will engage or follow as drctunstances will dictate. I 
shall be on the field, and wiU probably be able to communicate with you. 
Should I not do so, and you find that the enemy keeps within his main in- 

kenchad line, you may cut loose and push for the DaoviUe load. If yoa find 

19 
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it pnetfoable, I would like yoa to ctobb the Soathside road, between Petenbng 
and Biizkeiville, and deatrpj it to Knne extent. , I would not advue madi de- 
tention, howerer, until jon reach the Danville road, which I would like yen to 
Btrike as near to the Appomattox aa poeaible. Make jour destruction on &at 
road as complete as possihle. You can then pass on to the Sonthade road, ircst 
of Borkesville, and destroy that in like manner. 

After havmg acoom{Jiahed the dcstroctlon of the two railroads^ which are 
now the only aTennes of supply to Lee's annj, yon may return to this army, 
selecting your road further south ; or you may go on into North Carolina, and 
join General Shennan. Should you 8d,ect the latter course, get the infonnatiaii 
to me as early as possible, so that I may send orders to meet you at Giddsboio'. 

IT. S. Qbxsit, lieutenant-CteneraL 
Majok-Gkhxeal p. H. SBmrojjr. 

Sheridan's command, at the start, comprised five thousand 
seven hundred cavaby under Merritt, and three thousand 
three hundred under Orook ; in all nine thousand. With 
these he moved across bj way of. Beams' Station and 
Malon's crossing of Bowantj Creek — ^where he biult a 
bridge — ^to Dinwiddie Courthouse, on his way to cut the 
enemy's communication ; but already fully determined, if per- 
mitted, to find the long-sought flank of the enemy, crush it» 
and then push on and cut off Lee's retreat. 




He was at Dinwiddie Courthouse on the afternoon of the 
29th at five o'clock. Custer had been left at Malon's crossing 
to protect the trains. Our lines were then arranged thus: 
Sheridan on the extreme left, and our infantry, under Warren, 
extended to the Quaker rpad, near its intersection with th« 



VBX TBUB "BBQUmnNet OF THB EtTD.* 




BArax-^nKLD OF 



OOUBTHOUSE. 



06 OhiKT «Lin> ffiB €A3IPA10MB. 

Bo jdton road ; next, on the right, was HnmphTejB ; next, Oid 
and Wright ; while Parke held the works in front of Petersburg. 
In this position, Ghrant was almost certain that the time had 
oome for captoring Bichmond, and, what was of far more iin- 
portanoe, defeating Lee and forcing him to a surrender. To 
this end, he sent Sheridan the following important and signifi^ 
eant dispatch : 

Gbatsllt Rmr, Mtfdi t9, 1865. 
GBamtAL — Our line ib now unbroken fron the AppoouitloK to Dinwiddift. 
We are all ready, however, to ^ve up all from the JeniBalem plankroid pt 
Batoher'a Bun, whenerer the teoea can be naed advantageonelj. After getting 
Into line mnA of Halcher'% we poshed forward to find the enemy'a posiliaik 
General Griffin wae attacked near where"^ the Qoaker roid intenects the Boyd- 
ton road, bnt repnlaed it easily, captoring aboat one hundred men« Haia^ 
|»hreyi reached Dabney's mill, and was pushing on when last heard firom. 
H I now lieel like ending the matter,if it is possible to do so, b^re going bade 
1 do not want jool, therefore^ to cot loose and go after the enemy's reads al 
present In the moming, push roimd the enemy if yon can, and get on to his 
tight rear. The motnementB of the enemy's caTalry may, of eooise, modii^ 
yoor action. We will act all together as one army here, until it is seen what 
ean be done with the enemy. The signal-officer at Cobb's Hill reported 
at 11 : 80 A. M., that a caYalxy oolumn had passed that point from Richmond 
lowaids Fetersbuxg, taking forty minntes to pass. 

tr. B. QrajxT, lieutenantjGoieral. 
Major-Qxkxiul p. H. Shxbidiv. 

Orant, it will be seen, was at Grayellj Bun in person, closel j 
watching the developments of the situation. Dnring the 30th 
It heavy storm of rain rendered the roads so bad that Sheridan 
found it very difficult to move from Dinwiddie ; nothing on 
wheels conld get forward, except on cordnrojed roads. Bat 
the cavalry can flounder on, and so he starts on the 30th for 
Five Forks, on the "White Oak road, where he knew the enemy 
was in force : while Warren is directed to extend his lines 
across the Boydton road to the White Oak road, to cross 
lihe latter if possible, and in any event to hold it and fortify. 

With an impetuosity that cannot be resisted, Sheridan 
seizes the Five Forks, and fights a battle there ; but the enemj 
making head against Warren, who has moved to obey his 
instructions, drives back the Fifth C!orps, division after division. 
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and then tarns in force upon Sheridan, who is slowly driTen 
back to Dinwiddle Conrthonse. In the mesm time, Hum- 
phreys drives the enemy back in his front, into his main line 
near Burgess's mill, while Ord and Wright, reporting the 
enemy weak before them, are impatient to move forward In 
this conjuncture, Grant re-enforces Sheridan with the Fifth 
Corps — ^because it is the nearest — ^which he placed under his 
command; and thus strengthened, Sheridan again moTes 
forward, while the other corps assault in their froiit. 

As the attack on Fort Steadman had enabled our troops in 
(heir riposte to get very close to the enemy's lines, the task 
was not difficult. But we are anticipating. 

In this forced moveme;it to the rear against overpowering 
numbers of the enemy, General Sheridan, in the opinion of 
Grant, displayed great generalship. He did not retreat on 
the main army, " to teU the storv of superior forces encoun* 
tered, but he dismounted his cavalry and deployed, which 
forced the enemy to do the same, and thus checked his 
progress." When Grant was informed of this, he sent 
McKenzie's division of cavalry, with one division of the Fifth 
Corps to his assistance; and soon after, as Meade had 
informed him that Humphreys could hold the Boydton road, 
the other division of the Fifth was sent to Sheridan, and that 
officer assumed the command of the whole corps. This was 
on the Ist of April In front of Dinwiddle, Sheridan now 
assaulted, and fought a successful battle, drove the enemy 
back, and made a second advance on Five Forks, which the 
e]^omy now held in great force." Here Sheridan executed a 
beautiful tactical manoeuvre. While the enemy were pressed 
within their works, he directed General Merritt to demon- 
strate, as though he would turn the enemy's right flank, 
while the Fifth Corps was ordered up to strike their left flank 
vigorously. The Fifth Corps, General Sherid/in thought, was 
moving too slowly, and for this he censured Warren; but at 
last it was in readiness, — ^Ayres' division on the left in double 
hues, Crawford on the right, and Griffin in reserve, behind 
Crawford. We quote Sheridan's words : 
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" I th€D directed General Merritt to demonstrnte as though he yns attempt- 
ing to turn the enemy's right flank, and notified him that the Fifth Corps 
"would strike the enemy's left flank, and ordered that the cavalry should assault 
the enemy's works as soon as the Fifth Corps hecame engaged, and that would 
1)6 determined by the volleys of musketiry. I then rode over to where the Fifth 
Corps was going into position, and found them coming up veiy slowly. I was 
exceedingly anxious to attack at once, for the sun was 'getting low, and we had 
to fight or go back. It was no place to intrench, and it would have been shame- 
ful to have gone back with no results to compensate for the loss of the brave 
men who had &Uen during the day. In this connection, I will say that Gen- 
eral Warren did not exert himself to get up his corps as rapidly as he might 
have done ; and his manner gave me the impression that he wished the sun to 
go down before dispositions for the attack could be completed. As soon as the 
corps was in position, I ordered an advance in the following formation : Ayres* 
diviaon on the left, in double lines ; Crawford's division on the right, in double 
lines ; and Griffin's division in reserve, behind Crawford : and the White Oak 
road was reached without opposition. McKenzie was ordered to swing round 
on the right of the infihntry, and get possessioiL of the ford at the crossing of 
Hatcher's Run." 

The Fifth Corps advanced gallantlj with a left half-wheel, 
and went into and beyond the enemy's works, routing him and 
pursuing ; while Merritt, whose signal was to be the firing of 
the Fifth, assaulted and carried the enemy's right, putting him 
to flight in that quarter. In General Sheridan's flashing words : 

*' The enemy were driven from their strong line of works, and completely 
routed ; the Fifth Corps doubling up their left flank in confusion, and the cav- 
alry of General Merritt dashing on to the White Oak road, capturing their 
artilleiy and turning it upon them, and riding into their broken ranks so de- 
moralised them, that they made no serious stand after their line was carried, 
but took to flight in disorder." 

Between five thousand and six thousand prisoners fell into 
our hands, and the fugitives were driven westward, and were 
pursued till long after datk by Merritt's and McKenzie's 
cavalry, for a distance of six miles. 

During this attack, Sheridan was again dissatisfied with 
Warren ; and having already received, imsoUcited, permission 
from the lieutenant-general, he relieved Warren of his com- 
mand, and turned it over to Qxiffin, not the ranking officer, 
but selected for the purpose. 
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Grant, still fearful that the andacions advance of Sheridan 
might be overpowered, sent him during the night Miles' divi- 
sion of the Second Corps, which reported at dayli^t <hi the 
2d« It was at once ordered to move np the White Oak road 
towards Petersburg, and attack the enemy at the intersection 
of that road with the Claiborne road. Miles was followed by 
two divisions of the Fifth. He attacked handsomely, and 
forced the enemy back; but was soon reclaimed by Hum- 
phreys, and relinqnished, greatly to Sheridan's regret. 

Let us look a Uttle further to our right. A heavy bombard- 
ment had been kept up all night of April 1 along onr whole 
line ; and at four o*clock on the morning of the 2d a combined 
assault was made, with grand success. Wright, with the 
Sixth, swept every thing in his front, from his left at Hatch- 
er's Bun towards Petersburg, taking many guns and priscmers. 
Ord, joining him on the right, was equally successful ; and 
then the two combined swung round by a right wheel and for- 
ward, and closed upon Petersburg to the river, tearing up the 
Southside Bailroad. 

Parke, holding in front of Petersburg, assaulted, taking the 
main line with its guns, but not the innermost line. Gibbon, 
with a part of Ord's command, captured two strong works, 
** the most salient and commanding points south of Peters- 
burg." The rebel lines around the city were thus very much 
shortened, and if a new assault should be thought necessary, 
the capture would not be difficult. 

When Miles made his attack under Sheridan's orders he 
had pushed the enemy across the run, and followed him up to 
Sutherland's Depot, on the Southside road ; and it will be 
remembered that two divisions of the Fifth Corps had follo\gBd 
the movement. After a hard fight, in which the rebels ^ere 
driven by Meade on our right and Sheridan on our left, they 
broke at that point in great confusion, streaming westward 
by the main road along the Appomattox. 

The night of the 2d of April was one of consternation and 
terror in Bichmond. The people had been lulled by the long 
years of security, and deceived by their leaders. No intellir 
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gent man doubted the result, bat the hoodwinked popnlace 
stall believed that Richmond was impregnable, and would 
nerer be evacuated. Their eyes were now suddenly opened. 
Without waming, it was now announced, while JefL Davis was 
in church, iat it was Sunday, that the ai^ny was evacuating 
the city, and that the '' Federals" would enter at once. Lee, 
who had long before seen the foUy of continuing the struggle, 
had been overruled by Jeff. Davis ; but now there was no 
choice. The army left that night, in frantic haste to move by 
the Danville road, and form a junction with Johnston. But 
it was too late. 

Sheridan pursued vigorously on the 3d, striking at once for 
the Danville road, to cut him ofL Meade, with the Second and 
Sixth coips, followed him by a forced march ; Ord was dis- 
patched to BurkesviUe, moving along the Southside road ; the 
Ninth Corps stretched out, holding the msdn points in rear. 

Although so much had been achieved, there was still to be 
a race with the rebels — a race for life. Lee must not escape* 
On the 4th of April, Sheridan struck the Danville road at Jet- 
tersville, right athwart the track of Lee, who had only reached 
Amelia Courthouse. The rebel army was in no condition to 
prolong the conflict ; it could only no¥^ drift hopelessly west- 
ward, and put off for a few hotirs the evil day. 

At Jettersville, Sheridan intrenched, and waited for Meade, 
who came up the next day, the 5th. O^ the afternoon of that 
day, Ord was at Burkesville ; and Grant, who had reached 
Wilson's Station, addressed the following letter to Sherman : 

Wilmon's Station, April 5, 1865. 
Gbkb&aIi — All hidieatioiis now are that Lee will attempt to reach DanviUe 
with the remnant of his force. Sheridan, who was up with him last nighty 
reports all that is left — ^horse, foot, and dragoons — ^at twentj thousand, much 
demoralized. We hope to reduce this nmnber one-half. I shall posh on te 
Burkesville, and if a stand is made at Danville, will in a few days go thera If 
3roii <^ possibly do so, push on from where you are, and let us see if we cannot 
finish the job with Lee's and Johnston's armies. Whether it will be better for 
you to strike for Greensboro', or nearer to Danville, you will be better able to 
judge when you receive this. Rebel armies now are the only strat^ic points 

to strike at. 

17. S. Qbant, LieutenaniGeneral. 
Majob-Gkkxbal W. T. Shxbxan. 

1»» 
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But such a junction was not to be necessary. If muno' 
lested, Lee could hardly baye taken that army to Johnston. 

On the 6th of April, Lee moyed westward, as if towards 
Danville ; and Sheridan, relinquishing the command of the 
Fifth Corps, and returning it- to Meade, moved rapidly wiili 
his cavalry, followed by the Sixth Corps, to strike his flank. 
The Second and Fifth followed after. Ord moved to Farm- 
ville, on the Lynchburg road, and sent his cavalry, with two 
regiments of infantry, to destroy the bridges. This little 
advance force encountered the head of Lee's army, which 
struck it a staggering blow ; but, with a fine soldierly vision. 
General Theodore Bead, who was in comimand, fought this 
overwhelming force most heroically, detained it in his front 
until Ord could come up, and fell a martyr to his«zeaL 
Such conduct deserve9 an immortal record, and has it in 
Grant's report. 

sailor's geeee. 

On the afternoon of the 6th, Sheridan struck a force of the 
enemy just south of Sailor's Creek, a small southern tributary 
of the Appomattox, and a battle ensued, in which he cap- 
tured sixteen guns and four hundred wsigons, and kept the 
enemy employed until the arrival of the Sixth Corps, which, 
we have seen, was marching in his rear. A combined attack 
was then made, which resulted in the capture of between six 
and seven thousand prisoners, and a large number of general 
officers. The disintegrating j>rocess was rapidly going on. 
In this battle, the Second Corps and Twenty-fourth partici- 
pated. The army was now a grand moving machine, elastic, 
but exact. The corps, well in hand, were skilfully moved as 
the exigencies of the field required. 

On the morning of the 7th the pursuit was still continued — 
ine cavaky, under Sheridan, less one division, moving with 
the Fifth Corps through Prince Edward's Courthouse ; the 
Sixth Corps, the Twenty-fourth, and one division of cavahry, 
upon FarmviUe. The Second Corps moved by High Bridge. 
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The enemy were now all north of the Appomattox ; but so 
close was the pursnit, that the Second Corps seized High 
Bridge before the enemy could de*stroy it, and crossed at their 
heels. The Sixth, with the cayalry division, crossed at Farm- 
viUe. The hunt was nearly ended. Lee was now not only 
hopeless, but Grant beUeved that he had determined to sur- 
render. To this end, the following correspondence ensued 
between them. Grant writes from Earmville : 

April 7, ISC'). 

Gbkeral — ^IJ^e result of the last week must convince yon of the hopeless- 

nees of further resistanoe, on the part of the Army of Northern Tirginia, in this 

struggle. I feel that it is so, and regard it as my duty to shift from myself the 

responsihllity of any further effusion of blood, by asking of you the surrender of 

that portion of the Confederate States army known as the Army of Northern 

Virginia. 

XJ. S. Gbaht, lieateaAnt-QenenkL 
OsifzaAL B. £. LuE. 

Early on the morning of the 8th, before leaving, Grant 
received at Farmville the following : 

' ^ APBn. 7, 1865. 

GensraIj — I have received your note of this date. Though not entertain- 
ing the opinion yon express on the hopelessness of further resistance on the 
part of the Army of Northern Virginia, I reciprocate your desire to avoid use- 
less fusion of blood, and therefore, before considering your proposition, ask 
the terms you will ofibr on condition of its surrender. 

B. E. Lke, QeneiaL 

Likutsnakt-Gbnsbal U. S. Gbast. 

To this, Qrant immediately replied : 

April 8, 1865. 
Geio!RAIj — ^Your note of last evening, iti reply to mine of same date, asking 
the condition, on which I will accept the surrender of the Army of Northern 
Virginia, is just received. In reply, I would say, that peace being my great 
desire, there is but one condition I would insist upon — namely, that the men and 
officers surrendered shall.be disqualified for taking up arms again against the 
Government X)f the United States until properly exchanged. I will meet you, 
or will designate officers to meet any officers you may name for the same pur- 
pose, at any point agreeable to you, for the purpose of arranging definitely the 
terms upon which the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia will be 

received. 

n. S. Qbaitt, lieutenanvQeneral. 
GxNiEBAL B. E. Lbb. 

\ 
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On the morning of the 8th, as nothing was yet decided. 
Grant renewed the pursuit ; the enemy pushing as &ist as he 
could for Appomattox Station, and our troops moving upcm 
him with equal footsteps. Meade's army was now north of 
the Appomattox, pushing the rear-guard, but never able to 
bring it to a decisive engagem^il On the afternoon of Ihe 
8th, Sheridan strikes the railroad at Appomattox, and drives- 
the enemy before him, capturing twenty-five guns, a hospital- 
train, and four trains of cars with supplies. Grant joins 
Meade at noon of the 8th, and receives the following letter : 

Apbil 8, ISSS. 
QjENERAL — ^I receiyed, at a late boor, your note of to-da j. In mine of yester- 
oaj, I did not intend to propose the Bnirender of the Anny of Northern Tiiginia, 
hoi to ask the tenns of joor proposition. To be frank, I do not think die emer- 
gency has arisea to call for the surrender of this army ; bnt as the restoratioB of 
peace shonld be the sole object of all, I deiiired to know whether jour proposals 
would lead to that end. I cannot, therefore, meet yon with a view to sorrender 
the Army of Northern Virginia ; bat as £u: as your proposal soay afiect the 
Confederate State forces nnder my oommand, and tend to the restoratioQ of 
peace, I should be pleased to meet jou at 10 A. M. to-morrow on the old stage 
road to Richmond, between the picket-lines of the two arnue& 

B.E. L«B,GFeneraL 

LlXUnDrAST-GEMXBAI. U. 6. QUAXT, 

To which he answers as follows : 

AnuL 9, 1865. 

Gbhsiuj:/ — ^YouT note of yesterday is received. I have no authority to treat 

on the subject of peace ; the meeting proposed for 10 A. V. today, could lead to 

no good. I will state, however, general, that I am equally anxious for peace 

with yourself, and the whole North entertains tiiie same feeling. The terms 

upon which peace can be had are well understood. By the South laying down 

their arms they will hasten that most dedrable eyent, save thousands of 

human lives^ and hundreds of millions of property not yet destroyed, ^noerely 

hoping that all our difficulties may be settled without the loss of another life, 

I subscribe myself, etc. 

tJ. S. Qb^jste, Lieutenant-GeneraL 
Qbhxral £. £. LsK. 

On the 9th, Ord comes up to Appomattox, and with him the 
Fifth Corps, just as the enemy is making a desperate effort to 
break through the cavalry, and defeat it. This is the end : 
the last ditch is reached. A white flag comes into the lines. 
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asking for a sniBpensioii of hostilities in order to arrange terms 
for surrender. This Orant received while going to join Sher- 
idan. It was in the f oUpwing terms : 

Apbxl 9, IMft. 

GEsnsRAii — ^I reodved joar note of this momiiig, on tbe picket-line, whither 

I had oome to meet 70a, and aaoertain definitely what terms were embraced in 

yonr proposal of yesterdaj, with reference to the surrender of this armj. I now 

uk an interview in accordance with the offbr contained in joar letter of joBter- 

daj, for that porpoee. 

B. £. Lbs, GenenL 
LxxuTKVAaT-OxvxRAL U. S. Qrast. 

The interview took place at the residence of Mr. W. 
McLean, at Appomattox Courthonse. It was brief, but con- 
clusive. Sad in the extreme to the Ck)nfederate general, who 
having risked every thing, had lost alL 

No pen can describe the exultation of our troops. 

The following view from a rebel standpoint is presented by 
an eye-witness from the rebel side : 

^ " There is no passage of history in this heart-breaking war which will, for yean 
to come, be more honorably mentioned, and gratefully remembered than the 
demeanor, on the 9th of April, 1865, of General Grant towards General Lee. 1 
do not so much allude to the £Bu;ility with which honorable terms were accord- 
ed to the Confederates, as to the bearing of General Grant, and the officers 
about him, towards General Lee. The interview was brieC Three commis- 
sioners npon either side were immediately appointed. The agreement to which 
these six commissioners acceded is known.. 

'' In the mean time, immediately that General Lee was seen riding to the rear, 
dressed more gayly than usual, and begirt with his sword, the rumor of imme- 
diate surrender flew like wildflre through the Confederates. It might be im- 
agined that an army, which had drawn its last regular rations on the 1st of 
April, and, harassed incessantly by night and day, had been marching and 
fighting until the morning of the 9th, would have welcomed any thing like a 
termination of its sufferings, let it come in what form it might. Let those who 
idly imagine that the finer feelings are the prerpgativB of what are called the 
'upper classes,- learn from this and eimilar scenes to appreciate 'common 
men.' As the great Confederate captain rode back from his interview with 
General Grant, the news of the surrender acquired shape and consistency, and 
could no longer be denied. The effect on the worn and battered troop&--flom0 
of whom had fought since April, 1861, and (sparse survivors ci hecatombs (4 
faUen comrades) had passed unscathed through each hurricanes of shot, ai 
within £ovat years no other men had ever ezperienoed— -paaaes mortal dfiKriptioo. 
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" Whole lines of battle roshed up to their beloved old chief, and choking with 
emotion, broke ranks and struggled with each other to wring him once more 
tj the hand. Men who had fon^ht throughout the war, and knew what the 
agonj and humillatioh of that moment must be to him, strove, w^ith a refine- 
ment of nnselfishness and tenderness which he alone conld Inlly appreciate, to 
lighten his burden and mitigate his pain. With tears pouring down both 
cheeks, General Lee at length commanded yoice enough to say, ' Men, we have 
fought through the war together. I have done^ the best that I could for you.' 
Not an eye that looked on that scene was dry. Nor was this the emotion of 
sickly sentimentalists, but of rough and rugged men, familiar with hardships, 
danger, and death in a thousand shapes, mastered by sympathy and feeling for 
another which they never experienced on their own account. I know of no 
other passage of military history so touching, unless, in spite of the melo-dra- 
matic coloring which French historians have loved to shed over the scene, it can 
be found in the Adieu de Fontainebleau. . 

"It renudns for me briefly to notice the last parade of an army, whereof the 
eotploits will be read with pride so long as the English tongue is spoken. In 
pursuance of an arrangement of the six commissioneTS, the Confederate army 
inarched by divisions, on the morning of April the 12th, to a spot at the 
Appomattox Courthouse, where they stacked arms and deposited aoooutre- 
ments. Upon this solemn occasion Major-General Gibbon represented the 
United States authorities. With the same exalted and conspicuous delicacy 
which he had exhibited throughout the closing scenes. General Grant was not 
again visible after his final interview with General Lee. About seven thousand 
eight hundred Confederates marched with their muskets in their hands, and 
were followed by about eighteen thousand unarmed stragglers^ who claimed to 
be included in the capitulation. Each Confederate soldier was furnished with 
printed form of parole, w^ch was filled up for him by his own officers, and a 
duplicate handed to a designated Federal officer. By the evening of the 12th 
the paroles were generally distributed, and the disbanded men began to scatter 
through the country. Hardly one of them had a farthing of money. Soms of 
liiem had from .fifteen hundred to two thousand miles to travel, over a country 
of which the scanty railroads were utterly annihilated." 

The correspondence gives the exact terms. 

Appoxattox Coubthousi, Va., April 9, 1866. 
Gbnbbal — ^In accordance with the substance of my letter to you of the 8th 
instanl, I propose to receive the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia on 
the following terms — ^to wit : Rolls of all the • officers and men to be made in 
duplicate, one copy to be given to an officer to be designated by me, the other 
to be retained by such officer or officers as you may designate. The officers to 
givB their individual paroles not tq take up arms against the Government ol 
the United States until properly exchanged ; and each company or regimental 
eommander to sign a like parole for the men of their conunands. The aimi^ 
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artillery, and public property^ to be packed and stacked, and turned orer to ib& 

offioen appointed ligr me to reoeiTe theuL This will not embrace the ad&Arms 

of the officerSk nor their private horaeB or bagga^ Tbia done, eai^ offioer 

and man will be allowed to return to his borne, not to be distnrbed by United 

States anthority so kng as they observe tiieir paroleB, and the laws in ibroe 

where they may reride. 

U. 8. Qmamv, Lraofteiiant^teiiflnL 
GxasBAL R. KLiB. 



HZADQVABTXBB ABMT NoJETHZBV VoADni, 

April 9, 1865. 

Genebal — ^I have reodved year letter of this date, contidning the terms of 

Borrender of the Army of Northern Virginia as propoeed by yon. As they are 

sabstantially the same as those ezp^BBed in yoor letter of the 8ih instant, they 

are accepted. I will proceed to deaignate the proper officers to carry the Btip«i- 

lations into e^ct. 

R.E. Lb3^ General 
LxsuTB3iANT-6nnaA.L U. 8. Giujn. 

Gibbon's command, with the Fifth Corps under Griffin, and 
McKenzie's cavalry, were ordered to remain at Appomattox, 
while the process of paroling was going on, and to take 
charge of the public property. Grant immediately set the 
remainder of the army in motion for Burkesville. The great 
event had been achieved. Lee, the greatest man as well as 
the ranking soldier in the C!onfederacy, had given up the 
cause, and his influence broke up the rebellion. Grant, after 
weary months, or rather a long year, %i the most arduous 
and responsible military labor ever performed by a general, * 
had seen the issue of aU his plans, desires, and hopes in a 
complete success. The country again rung with his name. 
The few bitter and cold men who were dissatisfied witti the 
terms he accorded to Lee, spoke only in whispers. He had 
not been in their pay or service, he had acted for the Union, 
and the caudi of humanity. And it must have given his 
heart a glow of pleasure, that he could put one drop of com- 
fort into the bitter cup, now drained to the dregs by ai^ an- 
tagonist so skilful, and a rebel so brave, chivakous, and noble 
as General B. E. Lee. 

Let us not be misunderstood : there is no casuistry which 
can metamorphose treason ; but the rebel chiefs will always be 
regarded as brave, self-sacrificing soldiers, and brilliant gra« 
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crals, by evexy military scholar ; and they are held in greater 
xespect, we venture to say, by none more folly than by their 
chief conqueror, lieutenant-General Ulysses S. Grant. 

SHEBHAK. 

Bnt little remains to be told. 

Upon the receipt of Grant's letter, which we have presented 
in a former page, Sherman moved at once upon Johnston, 
who retreated rapidly before him through Baleigh, which 

Sherman entered on the 13th. On the 12th he had received 

« 

the news of Lee's surrender. This gave Johnston a hint upon 
which to speak. On the 14:th a correspondence was opened 
between Johnston and Sherman, and there was a suspension 
of hostilities until the memorandum of the agreement could 
be submitted to the President for his approval. On that very 
day, the humane, hard-working, honest, and honored Mr. 
liincoln was killed by an assassin, and Sherman's memoran- 
dum fell into critical hands, which treated it and him^with 
undeserved severHy. 

The subject is now too well known ifi all its bearings to 
need discussion here. Grant went down to Raleigh, which he 
reached on the 24th of April, with disapproval and new in- 
structions, and the truce was terminated the same day. But 
there was to be no more fighting. On the 25th there was 
another meeting between Sherman and Johnston, which re- 
sulted in a surrender of the rebel army on the same terms 
which Grant had accorded to Lee. This surrender was re- 
ceived by Sherman. 

We must not close without mentioning the rapid operations 
in other parts of the field, which now hurried events to a 
finality. ^ 

STOlOaCAN. 

Stoneman started on the 20th of March, by way of Boone, 
in North Carolina ; struck the railroad at Wytheville, Cham* 
bersburg, and Big Lick; and sent one column to approach 
Lynchburg and destroy the bridges. The main body de« 
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ployed between New Biyer and Big lick, then to Greensboro , 
breaking up and burning the bridges between Greensboro' and 
Danville, and also those between Greensboro' and the Yadkin, 
with many rich depots of supplies. At Salisbury he beat the 
rebel General Gardner, taking from him fourteen guns and 
one thousand three hundred and sixty-four prisoners ; and after 
tearing up fifteen miles of railroad, with the bridges towards 
Charlotte, he returned to Slatersville. 

Sherman desired that Stoneman should join him, but acting 
in accordance with the orders received from Thomas, and 
according to a discretion which he deemed his right, he 
did not. 

GANBT AT MOBILE. 

The movements upon MobilB will only need to be epitomized. 
On the 20fch of March, the Sixteenth Corps, under A. J. 
Smith, was moved by water from Fort Gaines to Fish Eiver ; 
and the Thirteenth, under Gordon Granger, from Fort Mor- 
gan, joined Smith. These combined troops invested Spanish 
Fort, opposite Mobile, near the eastern shore of Mobile Bay. 
On the 27th, Steele moves from Pensacola and invests Fort 
Blakely, on the Tensaw Eiver. On the 8th of April, Spanish 
Fort, after an attack by our troops, is evacuated. Fort 
Blakely is abandoned on the 9th. The enemy retire into 
Mobile. Alabama Biver is thus opened, and the northern ap- 
proaches to MobUe. ^ The city, no longer tenable, is evacuated 
by our troops on the 11th, and occupied by Canby's forces on 
the 12th. 

wimon's command. 

The cavalry expedition, which Grant had directed Thomas 
to send out under ' General Wilson, started on the 22d of 
March, twelve thousand five hundred strong, from Chickasaw, 
Alabama, and achieved a series of successes. On the 1st of 
April, Wilson encoimtered Forrest near Ebenezer Church, and 
beat him. On the 2d he captured Selma, a very important 
point, defended by Forrest with seven thousand men. There 
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le took three thousand prisoners and thoroughly destroyed 
the enemy's works and factories. On the 4:th he entered 
Tuscaloosa, and on the 10th marched upon Montgomery, 
which he took on the 14th. At that point he divided his force, 
sending one portion to West Point, where they captured 
four guns and destroyed the railroad works. The other 
column moved on Columbus, which they took, capturing also 
fifteen hundred prisoners, destroyed the factories, and taking 
fifty-two guns. On the 20th he received the surrender of 
Macon from Howell Cobb ; and on the llth of May a detach- 
ment of his force caught Jefferson Davis, while he was trying 
to escape in disguise. 

General Dick Taylor, at Citronelle, Alabama, surrendered 
to Canby, May 4th, all the rebel forces east of the Mississippi, 
about twenty thousand in all, on terms substantially the same 
as those accorded by Grant to Lee. 

General Edmund Kirby Smith, notwithstanding these good 
examples, was for a time defiant ; but Grant sent Sheridan 
down to Texas to bring him to terms ; and, deeming it useless 
to hold out any longer, Smith left his army to disband itself, 
while Buckner, assuming the command, surrendered the small 
body that remained on the 26th of May. 

We cannot better finish this chapter than by quoting the 
eloquent and truthful tribute with which General Grant closes 
his masterly report. - . 

" It has been my fortune to see the armies of bofii the West and East fight 
battles, and from what I have seen I know there is no difference in tbeir fight- 
ing qualities. All that it was possible for men to do in battle, they have done. 
The Western armies commenced their battles in the Mississippi Valley, and re- 
ceived the final surrender of the remnant of the principal army opposed to them 
in North Carolina. The armies of the East conmienced their battles on the 
river from which the Army of the Potomac derived its name, and received the 
final surrender of their old antagonist at Appomattox Courthouse, Ya. The 
splendid achievements of each have nationalized our victories, removed all sec- 
tional jealousies^ of which we have unfortunately experienced too much, and 
the cause of crimination and recrimination that might have followed had either 
section fsdled in its duty. All have a proud record, and all sections can well 
congratulate themselves and each other for having done their full share in re- 
Ctoring the supremacy of law over every foot of territory belonging to the 
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United States. Lei them hope for pexpeioal peace and hazmaiy with thaA 
enemj whose nuuihood, howerer mistaken the caiue, dxew forth sudi hereo- 
leen deeds of Talor." 



00HGLI7HI0N. 

We have reached the end of our task, vhich was to pie- 
aent a military biogr^hy of GeneraN Grant. He at once 
advised the redaction of the great armies, a work whicdi, 
beginning on the day of Lee's surrender, has steadily |»o- 
gressed, until we haye now only the needed force for a qneai 
peace establishment. Before this, however, in a vast and 
splendid pageant xA i^ffo days' continuance, beginning on 
Tuesday, the 22d of May, the great armies of Meade and 
Sherman were reviewed by the President of the United States^ 
' the Secretary of War, and tiie Ldeutenant-General, on Penn- 
sylvania Avenue, amid the most enthusiastic demonstrations 
of a concourse gathered from all parts of the XJ^on. 

He narrowly — let us say providentially — escaped the fate of 
the honored and beloved President, having at first designed 
to be at the theatre on the night of the 14th of April, but^ 
gnided by some good angel, he set out to the North instead. 

He has made tours of pleasure and inspection to the West, 
to Canada, to the South ; and everywhere throngs press to 
see, and take the hand of the quiet, unpretending, sturdy 
man, who has saved his coimtry, and won.so glorious a fama 
At West Point, the^plain cadet of 1844 received in 1865 all 
the honors of his Ahna Mater ad the gener€Jissimo of the 
great war. 

He was made a Doctor of Laws by Harvard and a 
number of other institutions. 

On the 7th of January, 1866, a number of the prindp&l 
citizens of Philadelphia presented him with a handsome 
house, thoroughly furnished, in Chestnut-street, above 
Twentieth. To tell of his honors, and the gifts he has 
received, wotdd fill a volume such as this. Among the 
ovations which he received, there was none, perhaps, 
more grateful to him than that at his old home, Galenai 
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Slindusi, on the 28ih of August, 1865. There were arches 
decorated with the long scroll of his victories, enthu- 
siastic plaudits from his old friends and f ellow-citizens ; 
and oyer the street where he Hved and the sidewalk which he 
had calumniated, was the motto : " General, the sidewalk is 
buUt." The fond thought which had prompted such an 
expression of his ambition — to be Mayor of Galena, and 
build the sidewalk — thus treasured by bis old friends, would 
touch the heart of Grant, when ''the applause of listening 
senates" would have little power to move him. 

Early in December his constant friend, Mr. Washbume, of 
Illinois, introduced into the House of Eepresentatives a biU 
to make him a Chrveraly and he was appointed to that grade, 
to take effect from July 25, 1865. 

On the 12th of August, 1867^ Mr. Stanton, the Secretary of 
War, was suspended from his post by the President, and 
General Grant was appointed Secretary of War ad interim. 
He discharged the duties with great judgment and vigor, 
especially displayed in the large retrenchment he made at 
once in the expenses of the department. He vacated the 
office upon the resolution of the Senate restoring Mr. Stanton. 

He is an admirable judge of men. In this he is like the 
great emperor. Grant's generals have been judiciously 
chosen, each for his specific work — Sherman for Atlanta* 
Thomas for NashviUe, Sheridan for the Shenandoah and Five 
Forks, Meade for the Army of the Potomac. And when they 
did well, no spice of envy ever kept him from rejoicing in their 
success, and awarding thein the highest praise. Of Meade, 
whose position was sometimes a painfal one, by reason of the 
overshadowing presence jof the general-in-chie^ he says, in 
speaking of his appointment as major-general : 

"Ctenaral Meade waa i^pointed at my Bolidtation, after a campaign the 
most protracted, and covering more severely contented batUes, than any o£ 
which we have any account in history. 

" I have been with General Meade during the whole cipnpaign, and not only 
made the recommendation upon a conviction that this recognition of his ser* 
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TioM was folly won, bnt that he was eminently qualified for tbe oommaad nidi 
rank would entitle him to. 

" General Meade ia one of our 'truest men and ablest offioera. He has been 
constantly with that army confronting the strongest, best appointed, and most 
confident army in the South. He, therefore, has not had the same opportunity 
of winning laurels so distinctly marked as has fallen to the lot of other gen- 
erals ; but I defy any num to name a commander who would do ware than be 
has done with the same chances." 

Of Sherman he says, speaking of the battle of Pittsburg 
Landing: "To his individual efforts I am indebted for the 
success of that battle." His praises of Sheridan haTe been 
recorded in former pages. 

And these, be it remembered, are not the wholesale lauda- 
tions with which nulitar j reports are usually filled, but just 
judgments, conscientiously expressed. We may say of him 
as did Tacitus of Agricola : " Nee Agricola unquam per alios 
gesta avidus intercepit ; seu centurioy sen prc^ectus^ incorruptiim 
facti testem habebaf 

An enemy to be dreaded, he was always courteous, kind, 
and humane to a conquered foe. 

A patriot of large heart, he has done more than any other 
man to save his country in its day of bitter peril. 

To say that he is the first soldier of the age, is but to ap- 
peal to the facts akeady narrated. Perhaps we accord a 
higher praise when we declare, without flattery^ that he is the 
most distinguished American of the regenerated JSepubUc Let 
him be cherished and honored accordingly. 

On the 21st of May, 1868, General Grant was unanimously 
and enthusiastically nominated by the Bepublican Conven- 
tion, at Chicago, a candidate for the presidency. The follow- 
ing is his letter accepting the nomination : 

WASHmGTON, D. C, May 29, 1888. 
To Qjss. JoBBFH R Hawlbt, 

President NaMoncd Union SepubUcan Conwntion: 

In formally accepting the nomination of the National 
Union Bepublican Convention of the 21st of May insi, it 
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seems proper iliat some statement of views beyond the mere 
acceptance of the nomination should be expressed. The pro- 
ceedings of the Convention were marked with wisdom, moder- 
ation, and patriotism, and, I believe, express the feelings of 
the great mass of those who sustained the conntiy through its 
recent trials. I indorse their resolutions. If elected to the 
ojffice of President of the United States, it will be my endeavor 
to administer all the laws in good faith, with economy, and 
vdth the view of giving peace, quiet, and protection every- 
where. In times like the present, it is impossible, or at least 
eminently improper, to lay down a policy to be adhered to, 
right or wrong, through an administration of four years. Kew 
political issues, "not foreseen, are constantly arising, the views 
of the public on old ones are constantly changing, and a purely 
administrative officer should always be left free to execute the 
will of the people. I always have respected that wilL and 
always shalL pLe. and muVersal proBp^fy-ite seqa^oe- 
with economy of administration, wilT lighten the burden of 
taxation, while it constantly reduces the national debt. Let 
us have peace. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

TJ. S. Gbant. 
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CHAPTER L 

CHILDHOOD AND EABLT UFB. 
Ooi.VA}t*8 AiroMVBT.-- His biktil — ^Hn toHooL-D^TS.— Qon orro ▲ Btomm At ram i.e« Of tbt 

TBABB.~RbIIOTM to iHDtAWA.— AOAIM BIOOIUBB oAmK UX ▲ 0TOKS.— At BSYXMTXSH, BlOOimi 
DSPUTT COUKTT AI7DITOE.~WbiTII8 FOB THB PBB8S. 

ScHTTTLEB (vOLFAX, who has HOW for many yeais beea a 
promiDent, honored and beloved actor in national affairs, and 
who has lately been selected as a candidate for still higher 
honors, is the grandson of Gen. William Colfax, the commander 
of Gen. Washington's body-guard during the Revolutionary 
War, and one of his intimate personal friends. His grand- 
mother was, in h^ maiden name, Hester Schuyler, a cousin 
of Gen. Philip Schuyler. His father, Schuyler Colfax, an 
official in one of the city banks, died some months before the 
birth of his only son, who first saw the light, March 23, 1823, 
in North Moore street, near West Broadway, in Hew York 
City. 

His school education was received in the city public schools, 
and was limited by the circumstances of his widowed mother. 
At the early age of ten years he was transferred to the school 
of active life and business in one of the mercantile establish- 
ments of New York. Three years later, in 1836, his mother 
having again married, the family removed to St. Joseph County, 
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Indiana, Here young Schajler served four jear^ more as derk 
in a country store in New Carlisle, devoting his leisure homs to 
reading and private study. He must early have manifested the 
traits of character which have won for him large suoceas and 
national fame, for we find him at the age of seventeen years 
appointed Deputy County Auditor. This occasioned his removal 
to South Bend, the county seat, where his home has been ev^ 
since. 

At South Bend, he gained time from the performance of his 
official duties to study State law so thoroughly that he soon 
came to be regarded as an acknowledged authority in its expo- 
sition. He also read general' law quite thorou^ly, though 
with no intention of devoting himself to the legal profession ; 
but the knowledge and mental* discipline thus acquired, were an 
important part of the training that prepared him for the duties 
of that broader profession for which he was bdng unconsciously 
fitted — ^that of an honest, wise, and truly patriotic statesman. 
During these years, also, his practical education for the future 
was developing in another direction: he was not simply storing 
legal' lore, he was acquiring the faculty of thought and of ex- 
pression. He thought and. talked on the political questiong 
that engaged popular attention; he wrote out his views so 
clearly and forcibly as to command for them ready admittance 
to the columns of the local press. He became a ready, clear 
and vigorous writer ; his articles at the same time gaining favor 
for themselves by the spirit of fairness and good humor with 
which he approached every theme. He also acquired much 
practice as well as a good reputation as a writer, during his 
employment by the Indiaruxpolis Journal as reporter of the 
proceedings of the State Senate through several sessions. 
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Having had such training, and having manifested such 
ability, indnstry and energy dnring these years^ we are not 
sorprised to find him assuming the proprietorship and editor- 
ship of the St. Joseph VaUey Hegister in 1845, when only one 
year had elapsed since his attaining his majority. Thns, thongfa 
not a practical printer, not ^^ bred a printer," as erroneously 
stated by Mr. Lanman in his Dictionary of Congress, he was early 
a newspaper man, and was long a skOlfdl and influential jour- 
nalist. He continued his connection with' his paper tmtil 
within three or four years, — during his first two terms in Con- 
gress, contributing a regular weekly letter for its columns. The 
Register in the hands of Mr. Colfax was always able, courteous, 
dignified, high-toned, in sympathy with the temperance reform, 
and whatever sought the best interests and improvement of 
society. 

It was a year or two previous to his purchase of The 
MegiMer that Mr. Colfaic began to cultivate with characteristic 
energy the power of expression in public speech, as he had al- 
ready been in training for a facile use of the pen. The village 
debating club,, with its regular weekly meetings through the 
winter seasons, was now the means used, and diligently did he 
use it, being rarely a1)sent from the meetings or unprepared for 
an active participation in the debates. An active member of 
the same club was Hon. John D. Defrees, now at the head of 
the Government Printing, between whom and . Mr. Colfax 
existed warm friendship, which the lapse of these twenty years 
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has not impaired. Mr. Colfax's skill and power as a popnlar 
speaker are doubdess largely doe to the discipline of those 
winter evening discussions. 

In his early political faith and associations, Mr. Colfax was a 
Whig, and had become influential in the counsels of his par^, 
and when it died he, with many others of its wisest and progres- 
sive minds joined the new party of progreas — ^the Republican 
party. In 1848, he was a del^ate to the National ConTcntion, 
which nominated 6en» Taylor for the presidency, and was one of 
its secretaries. In 1850, he represented his county in the Con- 
stitutional Convention which framed the present State Constitu- 
tion, and took an active and influential part in its proceedings. 
He vigorously opposed the exclusion of free col(»ned men from 
settling in the State, which probably occasioned his defeat the 
next year when he was a candidate for Congress; but his marked 
popularity was shown by his being only two hundred and 
thirty-eight votes behind, in a district before largely Democratic. 

In 1852, he declined a re-nominatioQ to Congress, but was 
again a member and secretary of the Whig National Conven- 
tion; and was very active during the campaign both with his pm 
and in the canvass. His district, which he had, by his personal 
appeal two years before, so nearly carried, was now lost by one 
thousand votes. 

In 1854, he was re-nominated for Congress, and elected by 
two thousand majority. The previous Congress, the Thirty-third, 
had passed the famous Nebraska Bill, permitting the extension 
of slavery into the territories. This aroused in the North a 
spirit of resistance, and when the Thirty-fourth Congress as- 
sembled, December 3d, 1855, there occurred in the House 
between the anti-slavery-extension members and their oppo- 
nents a fierce contest for the Speakership which lasted for two 
months, until February 2d, 1856, and finally resulted in the 
election of Hr. Banks, the anti-slavery candidate. In the midst 
of this struggle, the situation became such at one time that a 
practical Democratic victory seemed almost certain, when the 
skillful tact of Mr. Colfax happily intervened and saved the 
day. 
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His first speech in Congress was delivered in Jnne, 1856, on 
the bogus ' Laws' of Kansas ; it was a masterly effort, and re- 
ceived the high compliment of being printed and distributed 
to the people of the United States, to the extent of five hun- 
dred thousand copies. " By way of driving quite home" (says 
the popular authoress of " Men of our Times,") " the truths of 
the case, Mr. Colfax, when he quoted the clause which inflicted 
imprisonment at hard labor with baU and cham, npon any one 
who should even say * that persons have not the right to hold 
slaves in this territory', lifted from his desk and showed to the 
House an iron ball of the statutory dimensions (viz., six inches 
diameter, weighing about thirty pounds), apologizing for not 
also exhibiting the six-feet chain prescribed with it. Alexander 
H. Stephens, afterward Vice-President of the Confederacy, 
who sat close by, asked to take this specimen of pra«lavery 
jewelry for freemen, and having tested its weight, would have 
returned it. But Mr. Colfax smilingly asked him to hold it for 
him until he was through speaking, and while the pro-slavery 
leader dandled the decoration proposed by his friends for men 
guilty of fi^ee speech, Mr. Colfax, in a few telling sentences, 
showed that Washington, and Jefferson, and Webster, and Clay, 
had said the words which would have harnessed them, a quar- 
ternion of convicts, into the chain-gang." Mr. Colfax closed 
as follows : — 

• 

" As I look, sir, to the smiling valleys and fertile fields of Kansas, and witness 
there the sorrowful scenes of civil war, in which, when forbearance at last ceased 
to be a virtue, the Tree State men of the territory felt it necessary, deserted as 
they were by their Government, to defei\d their lives, their families, their property, 
and their hearth-stones, the language of one of the noblest statesmen of the age, 
uttered six years ago at the other end of the Capitol, rises before my mind. I 
aUudo to the great statesman of Kentucky, Henry Clay. And while the party 
which, while he lived, Jit the torch of slander at every avenue of his private life, 
and libelled him before the American people by every epithet that renders roan 
infamous, as a gambler, debauohee, traitor, and enemy of his oouatry, are now en- 
gaged in shedding flotitioas tears over his grave, and appealing to his old supporters 
to aid by their votes in shielding them from the indignation of an uprisen people, 
I ask them to read this language of bis which comes to us from his tomb to-day. 
With the change of but a single geographical word in the place of ' Mexico,' how 
prophetioally does it apply to HhQ very sdbnes and issues of this yearl And who 
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hocciipan<7 of the same official chair. In the conne of his 
inaugnral address, he said :— 



" The daties of the present Ckmgress are as obyious as the sun^s pathway in the 
lieavens. Bepreaenting in its two branchy the States and the people, its first and 
.highest obligation is to guarantee to every State a republican form of Goyemment. 
The rebellion baring oyerthrown copstitutional goyemments in many States, it is 
yours to mature and enact legislation, which, with the ooncurrenoa of the Ezeoa- 
tiye, shall establish them anew on such a basis of enduring justice as will guar- 
antee all necessary safeguards to the people, and afford what our Magna Ghart% 
the Declaration of Independence, proclaims the chief object of goyernment — pro- 
tection to all men in their inalienable rights. The world should witness in this 
gjeat work, the most inflexible fidelity, the most earnest deyotion to the prin- 
ciples of liberty and humanity, the truest patriotism and the wisest statesmanship. 

" Heroic men, by hundr^s of thousands, haye died that the Republic «iight 
liye. The emblems of mourning haye darkened TVliite House and cabin alike ; but 
the fires of ciyil war have melted eyery fetter in the land, and proved the funeral 
pyre of slavery. It is for you, representatives, to do your work as faithfully and 
well as did the fearless saviors of the Union in their more .dangerous arena of 
duty. Then may we hope to see the vacant and once abandoned seats around us 
gradually filling up, until this hall shall contain representatives from every State 
and district ; their hearts devoted to the Union for which they are to legislate, 
jealous of its honor, proud of its glory, watchful of its rights, and hostile to its 
enemies. And the stars on our banner that paled when the States that they 
represented arranged the^elves in arms against the nation, will shine with a more 
brilliant light of loyalty than ever before." 



The unwavering adherence of Mr. Colfax to the cause of the 
Union daring all the dark days of the war, and the intimate 
and confidential relations existing between him and Mr. Lincoln 
are well known^ Mr. Lincoln freely and constantly consnlted 
him in regard to important matters of state, and placed the ut- 
most confidence in his judgment. 

In 1865, he made his famous journey "Across the Continent " 
in company with several well-known gentlemen. He was 
received everywhere on the route and in the Pacific States with 
the most generous popular welcome ; his progress through the 
country, was (^scribed by one of his companions as a " con- 
tinuous popular ovation." 

'"^e following pen-sketch made of him at that time by that 
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travelliiig compaBion* will be read with intereet in this oobt 
nection : — 

m 

" Ab a public man, everybody knows about Mr. Colfax ; how promment and 
uaefnl he has been througrh six terms in Congress, and how, bj virtue of his 
experience, ability and popularity, he has come to be Speaker, and stands before 
the country as one of its best and most promising statesmen. But diis is not all, nor 
the best of the man. He is not one of those, to whom distance lends endiant- 
ment ; he grows near tO you, as yon get near to him ; and it is, indeed, by his 
personal qualities of character, by his simplicity, frankness, genuine gcod nature, 
and entire devotedness to what he considers right, that he has principally gained 
and holds so large a place in the public ar6na. Mr. Colfax is short, say fire feet 
six. weighs one hundred and forty, is young, say forty-two, has brownish hair and 
light blue eyes, is a childless widower, drinks no intoxicating liquors, smokes a la 
General Grant, is tough as a knot, was bred a printer and editor, but gave up the 
business for public life, and is the idol* of South Bend and all adjacencies. There 
are no rough points about him ; kindliness is the law of his nature ; — ^while he is 
never backward in differing from others, nor in sustaining his views by arguments 
and by votes, he is never personally harsh in utterance, nor unkind in feeling, and 
he can have no enemies but those of politics, and most of those find it impossible 
to cherish any personal animosity to him. In tact, he is unbounded, and with 
him it is a g^ft of nature, not a studied art ; and this is perhaps one of the chief 
secrets of his success in life. His industry is equally exhaustless; — ^he is always 
at work, reading, writing, talking, seeing, studying — I can't conceive of a single 
unprogressive, unimproved hour in his life. He is not of brilliant or commanding 
intellect, not a genius as we ordinarily apply these words ; but the absence-of this 
is more than compensated by these other qualities I have mentioned, — his great 
good sense, his quick, intuitive perception of truth, and his inflexible adherence to 
it, his high personal intcgriiy, and his long and valuable training in the service of 
the people and the government Without being, in the ordinary sense, one of the 
greatest of our public men, he is certainly one of the most useful, reliable and 
valuable ; and in any capacity, even the highesti he is sure to serve the countiy 
faithfully and welL He is one of the men to be tenaciously kept in public life ; 
and I have no doubt he will be. Some people talk of him for president ; Mr. Lin- 
coln used to tell him he would be his successor ; but his own ambition is wisely 
tempered by the purpose to perform present duties well. He certainly makes 
friends more rflpidly and holds them more closely than any public man I ever 
knew ; wherever he goes, the women love him, and the men cordially respect him, 
and he is sure to be always a personal favorite, even a pet, with the people. . 

Another writer, in " Putnam's Magazine," says of him : — 

" His open, pleasant face, has become familiar to large audienoes throngfaoat the 
country, who have listened to his addresses upon political topics, upon the late 

• Mr. Bowles., 
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Preiddent Lincoln — hy whom he was warmly loved — ^upoiftiis tour across the con- 
tinent to the Pacific, or upon subjects connected with the work of the Sanitary 
and Christian Oommissiona He is pure in his personal and moral habits, has a 
broad, outspoken, and catholic sympathy with every good work of reform, whether 
political, moral, intellectual, or religious, and has the warm and enthusiastic confi- 
dence of Christians and temperance reformers throughout the country. He attends, 
and we believe is a member of, the Reformed Dutch Church, and is a thorough tee- 
totaler. ^ 

" As an orator, Kr. Oolfax is not argumentative, except as dear statement and 
sound judgment are convincing. He rides no erratic hobbies. He demands few 
policies which the average sense of intelligent men cannot be made to assent to on 
a dear statement of his position. He is eminently representative. A glance at 
his broad, well-balanced, practical brain, indicates that his leading faculty is the 
sum of all the faculties — judgment, and that what he believes the majority of the 
people either believe or can be made to believe. ^ 

** He knows men well, estimates them correctly, treats them all fairly and can- 
didly. No man will get through his business with you in fewer minutes, and yet 
none is more free fVom the horrid bruaqueness of busy men. There are heart and 
kindness in Mr. Colfax's politeness. Men leave his presence with the impression 
that he is at once an able, honest, and kind man. Political opponents like him per- 
sonally, as well as his political friends. We have never heard that he has any 
'^ enemies. The breath of slander has been silent toward his fair, spotless, fame. 
The wife of his youth, after being for a long time an invalid, sank to her final rest 
several years ago, leaving him childless. His mother and sister preside at his re- 
ceptions, which for many years have been, not the most brilliant, but the most 
popular of any given at the CapitoL Socially, Mr. Oolfax is frank, lively, jolly." 

Immediately after the nomination of Gteneral Gi*ant for 
President, by the National Union Bepnblican Convention at 
Chicago, May 21, 1868, it became apparent that Mr. Colfax was 
the most popular can^date named for the second place on the 
ticket. While the names of other justly honored and distin- 
guished gentleman were received by the Conventioii with 
hearty applause, as they were nominated by the several delega- 
tions, a still greater enthusiasm greeted every mention of Mr. 
Qolfox's name, tmtil on the fifth ballot, he received the nomi- 
nation for Vice President. 

Through telegraphic communications he was kept constantly 
informed at Washington of the proceedings of the Convention 
during the ballotings for Vice President ; and a pleasing illus- 
tration of his character on its filial side, is furnished by an inci- 
dent that occurred during the reception of the tdegraphic 
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reports. As the "teli^ainB were brought to him, he gathered 
them up and dispatched a messenger with them to his mother, 
saying : " Mother will be anxious to hear the resnlt." 

The following is a portion of his letter accepting the nom- 
ination: — 



.fiSm. J. B. Hjlwuet, lyendent of (he Natitmal Union BeputUeaai OomeniUm, 

Deab Snt : The platform adopted hj the patriotic Conyention over which joa 
presided, and the reaolutions which so happily supplemented it, so entirclj agree 
with my yiews as to a just national policy, that, my thanks are due to the dd&- 
gates as fliuch for this dear and auspicious declaration of principles as for the 
nomination with which I have been honored, and which I gratefully accept 
* * ^ * I do not need to extend this reply by further comment on a 
platform which has elicited such hearty approval throughout the land. The 
debt of gratitude it acknowledges to the brave men who saved the Union from 
destruction, the frank approval of amnesty based on repentance and loyalty, the 
demand for the most thorough economy and honesty in the -Government, the 
sympathy of the party of liberty with all throughout the world who longed for 
the liberty we here enjoy, and the recognition of the sublime principles of the 
Declaration of Independence, are worthy of the organization, on whose banners 
they are to be written in the coming contest. Its past record can not be blotted 
out or forgotten. If there had been no Bepublican party, Slavery would to-day 
cast its baleful shadow over the republia If there had been no Republican 
party, a fi'ee press and free speech would be. as unknown from the Potomac to 
the Rio Grande as ten years aga If the Republican party could have been 
stricken from existence when the banner of Rebellion was unfurled, and when 
the response of "No Coercion" was heard at the North, we would have no 
nation to*day. But for the Republican party daring to risk the odium of tax, 
and draft laws, our flag could not have been kept flying in the field until tiie 
long-hoped-for victory came. Without the Republican party the Civil Rights 
bill — ^the guarantee of equality under the latv to the humble, and the defenceless^ 
as weU as to the strong-^would not be to-day upon our National Statute Book. 
With such inspiration from the past, and following the example of the founders 
of the Republic, who called the victorious General of the Revolution to preside 
over the land his triumphs had saved from its enemies, I cannot doubt that our 
labors will be crowned with success ; and it will be a success that shall bring 
restored hope, confidence, prosperity, and progress, South as well as North, West 
as well as East, and, above all, the blessings under Providence of National con- 
cord and peace. 

Very truly yours, 

SCHUYLER COLFAX. 
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